\ Seal. Sei. 


Bets 





» . oon 
»y “4 


ot 


. 
4 


Bid 


Bie tee 4 


ot 


B43 


cae a ee oe Ee: 


ae 


Bey) 1 ae ee ee 


—-_ 


—_—__ 


























SCREEN 








RADIO 











MUSIC 























STAGE 








ARIET 








Pubiished Weekly at 154 West 46th Street, New York, N. Y., by Variety, Inc. 
Entered as Second-class matter December 22, 


Annual subscription, $10. 
1905, at the Post Office at New York, NY. 


COPYRIGHT, 1941, BY VARIETY, INC. 


under the act of March 3, 


ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


Single copies 25 cents, 
1879. 





VOL. 144 NO. 12 


NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1941 


PRICE 25 CENTS 





KID STARS’ TE 





Governors No-Gambling Edict 
Makes It Look Tough for Miami 


¥ 





Miami, Nov. 25. 

Climaxing a summer of constant 
turmoil in local gambling circles, 
Governor Spessard L. Holland, in a 
move, unparalleled in recent years, 
this week ordered the sheriffs of 
Dade and Broward counties to close 
all gambling establishments in their 
respective bailiwicks, and keep them 
closed this winter. 

Although the governor issued a 
written statement and has refused 
to comment further, sources close to 
him insist that he definitely means 
business, and that any hopes nitery 
operators may have held for a wide- 
upon season are ‘out.’ 

Governor Holland’s statement fol- 
lows: 

‘Many hundreds of the most rep- 
resentative citizens of the, Dade- 
Broward area have complained to 
me with reference to the operation 
of bookmaking and gambling estab- 
lishments here. They advised me 
that such operations last spring were 
open and notorious and could not 
have continued without the knowl- 


(Continued on page 26) 


Kicked Out of Columbia, 
The University Recalls 
Ryskind as a Lecturer 





Morrie Ryskind, who was booted 
out of Columbia University as a stu- 
dent there year ago, returned last 
week to conduct a month’s series of 
seminars on stage and screen produc- 
tion technique at the School of Jour- 
nalism. With Groucho Marx as guest 
lecturer, the course had a smash 
opening. Coming: George Jessel this 
Friday (29). 

Currently supervising the produc- 


| 


That Solves It 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 

Billing problem which has de- 
layed production of ‘Forever 
and a Day,’ for British War Re- 
lief at RKO, has finally been 
solved. 

Nobody gets billing. 

Among top names mentioned 
for the picture are Charles 
Laughton, Jessie Matthews, Ron- 
ald Colman, Cary Grant, Ray 
Milland, Olivia de Havilland, C. 
Aubrey Smith and others. 











tion of Georgie Hale’s musical, ‘Lady 
Comes Across,’ with Jessie Matthews, 
Joe E. Lewis and Mischa Auer, Ry- 
skind plans returning to the Coast 
in about a month to resume picture 
work. 


BRITISH FILM BIZ UP 
30-1007, OVER A YR. AGO 


Break in the gloomy foreign dis- 
tribution picture came this week 
with several weeks’ report on reve- 
nue from Great Britain indicating a 


decided upswing on the British Isles. 
Business is running 50-100% ahead 
of the corresponding period in 1940 
for numerous major U. S. distribu- 
tors. 

A couple of large distribs showed 
$175,000 to $325,000 weekly gross 
business, or 90° above comparable 
‘weeks last year. Absence of heavy 
bombing raids on London as con- 





trasted to all-out blitzing from the | 


air a year ago is partly responsi- 
ble, but many distributors admit that 
improved product also is helping. 


; 
| 


| 
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OPERA SINGER BOOKED 
FOR PROSER’S N.Y. COPA 


Monte Proser, who got dancer 
Carmen Amaya out of the concert 
field and clicked with her at his 
original Beachcomber, on Broadway, 
thinks he can segue another concert- 
opera personality into a nitery click. 
This time it’s the Filipino songstress, 
Enya Gonzales, who starred last 
spring at the Radio City Music Hall 
in the title role of ‘Butterfly’ op- 
posite Jan Peerce. 
also did ‘Butterfly’ at the Hollywood 
Bowl. 

She’s slated to open for Proser at 
the Copacabana, N. Y., Dec. 3. 





Milestone-Steinbeck’s 


‘Pony’ Rides UA Release | 


Lewis Milestone is currently in 
New York to set final details for 
United Artists to take over financing 
and release of his production of an 
adaptation of John Steinbeck’s short 
story, ‘The Red Pony.’ He planed in 


Last summer she | 





Friday (21) and is expected to work 


out an agreement and return to the | 
Production | 


week. 
start 


Coast in another 


would probably about two 


| weeks after that, with Burgess Mere- 


South, N. Y., 





dith playing the lead. 

Milestone originally had a deal to 
produce-direct ‘Pony’ at RKO, but 
there was a disagreement over the 
budget, so the yarn was withdrawn. 
He will do it as a unit production 
at UA, directing it himself from 
Steinbeck’s adaptation. 


Ist U.S. ‘Bottle Chub’ 


Hotel 








Navarro on Central Park 
is opening what is 
America’s first ‘bottle club,’ akin to 
the London practice of cacheing 
liquor for afternoon imbibing in a 
‘club’ manner. This intended for 
post-4 a.m. indulging, when it’s il- 
legal to sell, although there’s no law 
against drinking in an ‘exclusive’ 
club atmosphere, providing you own 
the bottle. 

New Midnite Club of the Navarro 
opens tonight (Wed.) with a regular 


policy; but for the post-4 a.m. hour | 
the spot will bring in Tommy Lyman 


!to croon the tor~hers. 








A 50-50 CHANGE 
TO KEEP GHAR 


Where a Coogan Does Fade, 
a Shirley Temple or 
Mickey Rooney Survives, 
with Deanna Durbin Span- 
ning Gap Between Ado- 
lescence and Adulthood 
Easiest of All 


NEWCOMERS LUCKIER 








By JACK JUNGMEYER 
Hollywood, Nov. 25. 


The history of motion picture mop- 
pets gives the child stars a little 
better than a 50-50 chance of bridg- 
ing the adolescent period and going 
on into the adult phase of their 
career, 

Shirley Temple has just made her 
entry in the case records to create 
fresh interest in the transformation 
or elimination of youthful genius, 
talent or just plain infantile charm 
when the starlets reach the average 
age of 12. Greatest boxoffice phenom 
of all the film prodigies, young Miss 
Temple, going on 13, tall, young 
ladyish, seems to have weathered 
the dangerous shoals with her well 
received performance in Metro’s 
‘Kathleen,’ not yet in general re- 
lease, following failure of 20th-Fox, 
her former home company, to renew 
her contract. She has been facing 
the cameras since her third year. At 
five she made her first hit in the Fox 
picture, ‘Stand Up and Cheer,’ when 
She sang ‘Baby Take a Bow’ and 
tapped with Jimmy Dunn. From 
then on her progress and the busi- 
ness she did for Fox and later 20th- 


Fox was close to fabulous. Her ca- 
reer threatened to end abruptly 
when 20th let her go and when for 


(Continued on page 63) 


EN-AGE GRIEF 











‘Friendly’ Tax Collector 





Milwaukee, Nov. 25. 

Not for entertainment pur- 
poses, but just to remind tax- 
payers of the headache in store 
for them on March 15, WTMJ 
will begin a new series of pro- 
grams on Dec. 15 with Frank 
Kuhl, Collector of Internal Rev- 
enue for Wisconsin. 

In so-called ‘friendly chats’ 
with the average taxpayer, he 
will enlighten the public on 
what will be expected of it in 
paying for national defense. 


SCRIBBLING STRIPPER 











From star stripper to star scribbler 
in the space of a few months is be- 
coming something of a saga of Gypsy 
Rose Lee. Plus her ‘G-String Mur- 
ders’ (Simon & Shuster), a top-seller, 
the peeler has completed an article 
for December’s Harper’s Bazaar, is 
doing a three-part article for the 
New Yorker, has an ordey for a 2,- 
|000-worder at 50c a word from a 
| pulp magazine, and is already work- 
(Continued on page 60) 





Metro Denies Garbo 
Wants to Be Alone 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 

Reports about town that 
Garbo had been lopped off the Metro 
contract list were repulsed with the 
customary Culver City hauteur by 





situation is still in status quo. 
In undiplomatic terms, Garbo and 
|Metro are carrying on the same 


| agreement they have had for years 





NOW DOING MUSICAL | 


the statement that the Scandinavian ? 


i 
' 





Those Ga-Ga Weeds Passed Out 


By Boston Musicians to Dancers 


a 


Boston, Nov. 25. 


Federal authorities here have 
started an intensive drive against 
‘tea’ smokers, especially among trav- 
elling bands. Investigators are to 
mill about bandstands with hoofers 
to catch any part of the easily dis- 
tinguishable odor. They promise to 
deal severely with offenders. 

The police claim that musicians 
have shared puffs on the ‘weed’ with 
their fans, which especially irked the 
authorities. 

A spokesman for the Feds 
pointed out that the ‘tea’ smoking 
habit pursued some musicians even 
when drafted into the Army. Ata 
camp in Georgia, the boys grew the 
stuff in flower pots in front of the 
barracks, he claimed, resulting in 
six being thrown into guardhouse for 
a long spell. The boys came from 
‘name’ bands. 


Some Bands, Influenced 
By 100 Auto Crackups, 
Seek Safer Road Jumps 


At least three name bands have 
recently changed their mode of 
travel while on tour because of the 
frequency of road-car crashes in- 
volving musicians. This past year 





| has seen more than 100 auto crack- 


Greta | 


| 
| 


ups wherein bandmen have been 
killed or injured and the weekly re- 
ports of them swayed Tommy Tuck- 
er to ban further use of his own 
new truck to transport instruments 
and order his men to leave their 


(Continued on page 62) 





UIFE WITH FATHER’ 


| She works whenever the studio digs | 
|up a story she likes. The price pei 


| picture is a studio secret. 


“Actors Signed for RCA-Victor Dises 


Abbott & Costello, Maurice Evans-Judith Anderson, 
John Barrymore, Nancy Walker, Carol Landis Set 


Flock of talent was signed to turn 
out recordings and albums for RCA- 
Victor last week. Biggest deal re- 
volved around outstanding comedy 
team of Abbott and Costello, who 
were bought for a series of single 
platters cut wtih special material yet 
to be written. They will record the 
stuff on the west coast. 

Next came Maurice Evans and 
Judith Anderson, current stars of 
‘Macbeth’ revival at National theatre, 
New York. who will make an album 
together of ‘dramatic highlights’ from 
that play. After weeks of indecision 


(Continued on page 18) 





| LeRoy Slices Himself 


Mervyn LeRoy is now back to di- 
recting on the Metro lot, having for- 
gone producing in favor of his basic 
|talent, that of megging. 
personal inclination he asked for a 
voluntary cut of $2,500 a week, from 
| $6,500 to $4,000 on the premise he 
| didn’t want the production respon- 
sibility. 

When Louis B. Mayer signed him 
away from Warner Bros., LeRoy was 
|given a unit of his own. Latter is 
}now in New York on a holiday. 








| 





| the 
With this | 


AND BANK NITE T00 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 25 
Bank Night invaded the legit the- 
atre here last week for probably the 
first time on record. Senator is reg- 


| ularly a pix house operated by the 


Harris interests, but it’s currently 
being tenanted for a fortnight by 
‘Life With Father.’ Every Wednes- 
day and Thursday is cash giveaway 
(presently Defense Bonds) night in 
the Harris city houses via telephone 
hookup connected with each spot. 

However, when ‘Father’ was 
booked in, everybody figured Harris 
outfit would suspend Banko for the 
duration, at least at the Senator, but 
nothing of the sort. On Wednesday 
(19) matinee crowds filing in to see 
comedy hit saw the usual 
Wednesday-Thursday sign outside the 
theatre: 

‘Bank Night. $4,500 in Defense 
Bonds.’ Whether any of the Sena- 
tor’s regular four-bit customers 
shelled out the $2.75 just to be eli- 
gible couldn’t be learned. 

In St. Louis, ‘Father’ wil! play in 
a burlesque house; here it gets Bank 
Night as an added attraction. 
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Jessel’s Marriage Bureau 





With the epidemic of matrimony in the ranks of ‘High Kickers,’ 
George Jessel, co-star and co-producer of that Broadway musical, 
made a kidding curtain speech Monday (24) night following news of 
his associate producer, Al Bloomingdale, marrying Barbara Brewster 
(Twins). Jessel said in part: 

‘I'm glad you enjoyed this marriage bureau. Romance has been 
exceptionally active in my life, as you no doubt know. I’m building 
a dressing room backstage especially for the permanent Justice of 
the Peace and my uncle has the wedding license concession. Five 
have now been married and four more are getting ready. Even 
Sophie Tucker has that look in her eye as Sammy Renick (a jockey) 
meets her with flowers wrapped in a Racing Form at the stagedoor, 
However, here’s a toast to the girls who've left my stage to dance 
through the arches of connubial felicity. I forgive them for walking 
out on my show, but love laughs at Equity. I hope these lovely 
girls will be as happy as the ones who are replacing them.’ 

(Actually the count is four, including Joyce Matthews, who departed 
Sunday night to wed Milton Berle on the Coast. The others are 
Bonnie Edwards (Mrs. Tommy Manville), Helen Sproul and Miss 
Brewster. Betty Stewart is penciled in.) 


Anti-UFA Pix Riot Near B.A. May Also 
Embarrass US. Anti-Nazi Films in §.A. 








Disney Lays Off 200 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 

Shift in production plans at the 
Walt Disney studio is causing layoff 
of some 200 workers. Payroll will 
still carry 530 employees through the 
holidays. 

Reemployment of layoffs is de- 
pendent on renewed studio activity. 


WARNERS HAS § 
FILMUSICALS 
COMING UP 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 

Music hits a high financial note 
at Warners during the coming sea- 
son, with the production schedule 
calling for more songwriters, scorers 
and instrumentalists than at any 
time since the melodious outburst of 
1932. Production program lists nine 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 





rrr yy Ss 





1A AA A De 


++ 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 


Have just been notified by Darryl F. Zanuck that I will be starred in a 
picture called ‘Whispering Ghosts.’ The story is very simple. It’s about 
the gags I told that died and they try to communicate with me. 

Still working on ‘A Gentleman at Heart,’ and I have a beautiful dress- 
ing room on the set—which I dust and sweep for Carole Landis. 

The director didn’t like the makeup I was wearing. He said it didn’t 
make me look glamorous, so he switched me from ‘Bon-Ami’ No. six to 
‘Simonize’ No, four. (From the picture, ‘Rise and Shine.’) 


Broadway Department 


William Saroyan, the playwright, had a horrible experience last week. 
The poor fellow overslept one morning 'till one o’clock and only knocked 
out 12 plays. 

There’s a certain Broadway agent who was hard hit by the edict that 
all couches must be removed from agents’ offices. He had been renting 
his couch out to six midgets for sleeping quarters—and thus paid his rent. 

Read where Harry Richman is going to get $2,500 per week to play 
the Turf Room at Santa Anita. He’ll be the only guy at the track who'll 
have money at the end of the week. 

Jackie Beekman wires that he went to a very unusual night club. The 
food was perfect, there was plenty of room to dance and the waiter 
actually thanked him for the tip. 

Leo Lindy is having trouble with his herrings again. Titey want a clause 
in their contract whereby they can accept personal appearance dates at 
Loew's State. “ 

Georgie Price is doing swell on his comeback. It’s the first time I 
ever heard of a fellow doing an act with stock quotations—and getting 











+: tunefilms, with a corresponding de- 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 25. 

Battle between pro- and anti-Nazis 
in Argentina Saturday (22), in a 
house showing Nazi propaganda pic- 
tures, is expected to lead to strong 
government action to stifle all side- 
taking films. Picture men are fear- 
ful that Hollywood anti-Nazi flicks, 
just beginning to gain headway here 
against the German product, will 


mand for tunesmiths. 

Musical shows on the roster con- 
sist of ‘Yankee, Doodle Dandy,’ 
25 ‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ ‘Banjo Eyes,’ 
: ‘Desert Song,’ ‘A Night at Tony 
Pastor’s,, ‘Here Come the Girls,’ 
‘Tell Me, Pretty Maiden,’ ‘Carnival 
in Rio’ and ‘Young and Beautiful.’ 


Front Office Blues 





Hollywood, Nov. 
RKO’s ‘Syncopation’ will run 
up a record for speaking and 
acting parts before the last shot 
is called. So far parts have 
been passed out to 78 with more 
to come. 
Warners ‘Anthony Adverse’ is 
the old record holder with 62. 





WOOLLCOTT BACK 











fall under the ban equally with the | 
UFA films that caused the rioting. 


Trouble, in which a number of 
persons were hurt, occurred at the 
Teatro Rivadavia, a 500-seater in 


Arrives from Lisbon Monday, to 
Vermont for a Rest Today (Wed.) 





ALL TANGLED UP IN 
SAME BILLING TAGS) tures Monday (24) trom England, 


via Lisbon, on the S.S. Excambion, 








suburban San Martin, outside of 
Cordoba. House for the past month 
has been showing UFA pictures 


plugging the strength and greatness |< 


of Germany. 

When the picture went on Satur- 
day, there were 200 anti-Nazis out- 
side the theatre. They burst in, 
shouting: ‘Viva la Democracia, Down 
Nazismo.’ 
were set off. The management, 
caught in the middle, with one 
group demanding the picture be | 
halted and the other, mostly Ger- | 
mans or of German descent, was un- 
certain what action to take. 

Finally, the picture was stopped. 
Lighting of the house brought a 
hustle for the lobby, pros and cons 
meeting out there in a free-for-all, 


which resulted in a flock of casual- | 
began parading, | 


ties. Antis then 
peacefully enough, until they came 


upon three former sailors from the | 


Graf Spee, Nazi pocket battleship 
scuttled off here last year. 
Nazi Sailors Slugged 


Crowd believed the sailors had 


been in the house and the slugging | 


began once more. The trio, who 
were supposed to be under intern- 
ment at Rio Ceballos, 
beaten and landed in the police first 
aid ward. 

Argentine government has been 
off-again on-again in its whole atti- 
tude toward propaganda pix. This 
latest incident, it is feared, will 
cause their banning altogether be- 
cause of anxiety as to what the Ger- 
mans may do in retaliation for the 
demenstrations against their pix. 


COODRICH SUES M-G 





ON ‘DELILAH’ TITLE} 





Los Angeles, Nov. 25. 

Infringement suit has been 
In Federal court here by Marcus 
Goodrich, author of the novel, ‘De- 
lilah,’ charging Metro with seek- 
ing to capitalize on the publicity 
achieved on the book in the forth- 
coming picture, based on the Ferenc 
Molnar play on the same name. Ac- 
tion is for a desist order to prevent 
the studio from publicizing and pro- 
ducing the picture under that title. 
Should the studio refuse, Goodrich 
will ask the court to determine the 
amount of damages, which he figures 
to be around $50,000. 

Goodrich story is about a U. S. 
Naval destroyer, while the Molnar 
play deals with the Biblical vamp 
who cut Samson’s hair. Themes 
are far apart, but Goodrich claims 
he has the right to the title because 
his book has been published in 
America and the Molnar play has 


A number of firecrackers | 


got badly | 


filed | 





leaves today (Wednesday) for a rest 
at his place in Vermont. He has sev- 
eral lecture dates, beginning Dec. 2 
at Columbia University, and intends 
writing a _ series of articles for 
Readers Digest. Leggett Brown, his 
agent, accompanied him on the trip | 
and also returned Monday: 

While in London, Woollcott con- 
ferred with Robert Morley on the 


Helen Warren, Coast actress who 
has recently been appearing on the 
| ‘Lux Theatre’ program, has come 
|} east to go into the Georgie Hale le- 
|git musical ‘Lady Comes Across,’ 
| with Jessie Matthews. She has also 
|changed her name to Helen Wind- 
sor, 
| There is already a New York ra-|} 
|dio actress named Helen Waren, so : : 
|when Miss Warren arrived east she latter’s portrayal of the leading part 
decided to change her name to! in the Firth-Shepard presentation 
|Helen Warwick, but learned that} |there of ‘The Man Who Came to 


there is an actress of that name, too,| Dinner.’ Role is the one played on 
| She then selected the Windsor tag. Broadway by Monty Woolley and on 


the road by Woollcott. Authors 
|Arthur Loew Starts 








George Kaufman and Moss Hart 
based the character on Woollcott 


Latin-American Tour himself. ‘Dinner’ is scheduled to 
open Dec. 10 in London, after a 
Arthur M. Loew, head of Metro's | preliminary tour in the provinces. 


foreign department, started on his - 


; Latin-American trip last Monday 
To Shores of Waikiki 





laughs! 


hairless. 
same color to match her accessories. 


Davis picture and forgot to cry. 


it’s terrific, sensational, etc.’ 


begin to worry again. 


Eavesdropped at La Brea Ave: 
has a glint!’ 


he speaks is euphoney-ous.’ 


to become a ball player. 
tices making runs.’ 


Sybil Vane 
Julian Hall’s Entertainers 
Virginia Rucker & Co. 





(24), first lap taking him to Miami 

where ke boards a Clipper plane for 

Rio de Janeiro. Hollywood, Nov. 25. 
Although Loew plans to visit most Mediterranean backgrounds for | 

of the South American countries, 

| the one he can’t make will be cov- 





of Tripoli,’ will be shot in the vi- 
cinity of Honolulu. 

Camera crew sails this week for 
Hawaii, the safest place in the world 
to shoot scenes of naval warfare. 


|ered by a conference in Rio. All 
1 be repre- 
sented at the confab with the Metro 
| foreign chief. 


| territories overlooked wil 
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ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


‘A pair of good-luck charms that shine like gold at the boxoffice.’ 
—Kate Cameron, N. Y. Daily News. 


On National Release This Week 
in ‘KEEP ’EM FLYING’ 


Universal Pictures ‘ 


the 20th-Fox picture, ‘To the Shaves | 


Carrying Cheer to the Caribbean 
Has Its Wear ‘n’ Tear—Jane Pickens 


By HERB GOLDEN 


Uncle Sam’s doughboys, working 
in 150-degree heat to carve a ring 
of new air bases for the United 
States out of tropical Caribbean 
jungles, probably never worked half 
so hard as the half-dozen Broadway 
and Hollywood entertainers recently 
dispatched by the Army in giant 
bombers to entertain them. 

The hard work wasn’t in doing the 
entertaining, Jane Pickens explained 
this week, but in being entertained. 
Overwhelming hospitality of the of- 
ficers and men, glad enough to see 
any new face in their remote en- 
campments, but positively en- 
chanted by the glamor of stage and 
screen celebs in their midst, left the 
touring performers weak and sleep- 
less. 

‘It was just one cocktail party, 
one big dinner, one sightseeing tour, 
one midnight soiree after another,’ 
Miss Pickens wearily recalled. ‘We 
appreciated the spirit behind the 
continuous round of entertainment 
planned for us and we ‘really had 
a swell time. But what the offi- 
cers in each camp apparently didn’t 
realize was that we had just gone 
through the same thing the day be- 
fore, and the day before that, and the 
day before that.’ 

Nevertheless, the blonde warbler 
—and most of those who made the 
southern tour with her—have asked 








‘never been pfoduced or printed 
here. 


eae, Chase’ & Sanborn Hour, NBC- Red 
Under Personal Management of: EDWARD SHERMAN 


‘that their nares“ be placett ‘high’ on 
the list of players available for the 


Went to the opera and had the shock of my life. 
Edward G. Robinson, Humphrey Bogart and Wallace Beery with a dreamy 
look in their eyes as the diva went through her vocal acrobatics. 

Get a kick out of the new hats the women are wearing this season. 
They look like Nev’ England boiled dinners. 
run over and pour a bottle of ketchup over them. 

‘Is he a wolf—even the glint in his eye 


Eavesdropped at Hollywood Blvd.: 


field. 





There’s a certain actress in town who is the cause of her dog getting 
Every time she put on a new outfit, 


she dyed the dog’s hair the 


Jackie Gleason played a navai benefit the other night and one of the 
officers asked him to autograph a sheet of paper—next week, Gleason 
leaves for the Philippines on a battleship! 

Holly woodiana 


Billy, the Midget, had a terrific Thanksgiving dinner for his friends. 
He served them chestnuts stuffed with turkey. 

Phil Silvers tells about the muchly-divorced actress who traveled by 
train to Reno so many times she wound up marrying the conductor. 

Getting absent-minded these days; the other night we went to a Bette 


Music Department 


Met a very unusual songplugger the other day. 
conversation did he say, ‘Did you hear our latest song? It’ll kill people, 


Not once during our 


Heard Stan Kenton, the new maestro, and I know he’s going to be a 
success because 60 guys rushed up to me and said, ‘I discovered him.’ 


Observation Department 


Now that Thanksgiving has come and gone, over 2,000,000 turkeys who 
didn’t find themselves roasted and on a plate have 365 days before they 


Saw screen tough guys 


Just can’t resist the urge to 


‘He has a glib tongue—every word 


My brother (the one who hurries by employment agencies) has decided 
Every day ke buys a pair of silk hose and prac- 


Whatever Became of—————? 


Penny, Reed & Gol 
Kitty Doner 
Skelly & Heit 


Afterpiece 


Thank Heaven we live in a country where the only use we have for 
trench coats is to wear them in the rain. 





next tour, whether it’s destined for 
the Caribbean or Iceland. 


Once Every 6 Weeks 


War Department is planning an 
entertainment junket to relieve the 
tropic tedium of its soldiers and 
workers about once every six weeks. 
Future ones will have to operate on 
slower schedules, however, to give 
the performers a bit of rest, it was 
agreed by Army officials in charge 
of the tour and the entertainers, Miss 
Pickens said. 

Next trip will call for each three 
days of travel and shows being in- 
terspersed with one full day and 
night of rest, according to present 
plans. Attending parties until 3 
and 4 am., sleeping under unac- 
customed heavy mosquito netting 
(absolutely necessary in the tropics) 
and getting up at 6 or 7 a.m. to fly 
to the next stop proved too much of 
a grind for the health of the per- 
formers, 


10,000 Miles, 10 Shows, 
All Within 12 Days 


Party left Mitchel Field, Long 
Island, on Nov. 3 and returned 12 
days later, having traveled more 
than 10,000 miles and done 10 shows. 
Making the trip, in addition to Miss 
Pickens, were Ray Bolger, Stan 
Laurel and Oliver Hardy, Chico 
Marx, Mitzi Mayfair and John Gar- 
They “also: tarried ‘& ‘piano 


(Continued on page 38) 
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DOUBLE PLAY: STAGE TO PIX 
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Browne-Bioff Trial Re-Created On 
Air Discs and It May Start a Biz 


+ 
vi 


Permanent organization to re- 
create court trials on discs for radio 
use is planned by Martin Starr as 
result of his recent success with the 
Browne-Bioff hearings. After start- 
ing out with one 15-minute platter 
(3.200 words) a day on the trial for 
KMTR, Hollywood, Starr upped it to 
two E.T.s daily when the going got 
hot near the end of the proceedings. 

KMTR, working on a flat payment 
arrangement with Starr, defrayed 
part of the expense by selling the 
service to other Coast outlets. Discs 
were air-expressed and used by 
KMTR within 24 hours of events at 
the trial. 

Starr, formerly with WMCA, N.Y., 
started the court-room reporting for 
that station with the trial of Jimmy 
Hines in New York. He backed out 
later because of a disagreement with 
the station. He returned to WMCA, 
however, wih the recent Brooklyn 
spy trials, developing a plot pattern 
for each episode, which is the same 
method he used on Browne-Bioff in- 
quisition, 

Starr’s episodes each ended with a 
dramatic highlight, a la soap operas 
and the cliffhangers of the films. 
Gabber attended all the sessions of 
the trial himself, taking voluminous 
notes and observing ‘color.’ At the 
rate of two discs a day he was spiel- 
ing enough words for more than six 
full-length newspaper columns. 





English Sailors In 
N. Y. Enthuse Over 
Yankee Swing Music 





Some of the English tars loafing 
in New York while awaiting repairs 
to their ships are greatly interested 
in American swing bands. They buy 
recordings in the jive groove for use 
in their recreation rooms. 

Benny Goodman had 
from the ship’s band 
H.M.S. Dido, British cruiser, at a 
rehearsal of his band at the New 
Yorker hotel last week (18) allowing 
them as a lark to sit in as replace- 
ments for some of his musicians. 


Monta Bell Powders Par 
In Row With Al Santell 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 

Friction on the Paramount lot 
caused Monta Bell to resign his pro- 
ducer berth after 10 months at the 
studio during which he turned out 
*Aloma of the South Seas’ and ‘Birth 
of the Blues’ under general super- 
vision of B. G. De Sylva. At the 
time of his resignation he 
handling ‘Malaya.’ 

Understood Bell had differences of 
opinion with his director, Al Santell, 


nine men 
aboard the 














was 


| 





and preferred to step out rather than | 


cause any embarrassment to the 
Studio. Santell is reported shifting 
to Metro when he finishes the pic- 
ture, 


ALL UNSTRUNG 


But Eddie Peabody Collects His $250 | 


Just the Same 





St. Louis, Nov. 25. 

When Eddie Peabody broke the 
Strings of his banjo last week after 
playing two numbers at a benefit 
dance for cops and fire laddies of 
University City, a residential suburb, 
no more were available and the 
banjoist sat twidling his thumbs until 
the shindig was finished, collected a 
reported $250 and then caught a 
plane back to Chicago. 

Peabody was one of the featured 
instrumentalists at the dance and he 
had a tough time convincing the 
dansapators that he had neglected to 
bring an extra set of strings. A 
bunch of firemen scoured the neigh- 
borhood for new strings but was un- 
successful. 





No Sweater Girls 





Philadelphia, Nov. 24. 


Girls who attend the dances 
given for service men by the 
United Service Organizations 
here were sent notes last week 
by the committee in charge tell- 
ing what to wear. 

‘You can wear any type of 
dress,’ said the committee’s note, 
‘except an evening dress. And 
no sweaters, please.’ 








COHAN, MUCH IMPROVED, 
LEAVES N. Y. HOSPITAL 





To the delight of his personal 
physician, Dr. Miguel (Mike) Elias, 
George M. Cohan walked out of the 
Flower-Fifth Avenue hospital last 
Sunday (23) afternoon, entered his 
car and was driven home, some 
blocks away. Upon reaching his 
apartment the star sat up for more 
than an hour chatting and then went 
to bed. 

Cohan was under treatment after 
an emergency operation for one 
month. He rallied after the first two 
weeks and has been steadily improv- 
ing, although there was considerable 
loss of weight during confinement. 


Doctors considered another opera- 
tion, but decided against that course, 
with Cohan finding it easier to move 
about. No truth to reports he will 
convalesce in Florida. If he becomes 
stronger in the next several weeks, 
Cohan will go to his country home 
at Monroe, Sullivan County, N. Y. 


Dorothy Lamour, NBC 
Settle Contract Dispute 








Hollywood Nov. 25. 


Bureau settled an 
arbitration suit with Dorothy La- 
mour, agreeing to accept 5% of her 
earnings from pictures and radio up 
to June 24, 1945. Other 5% goes to 
Lyons & Lyons, with whom she re- 
cently signed. 

NBC charged a contract breach 
when actress pulled out with her 
rep, Wynn Rocamora, and moved 
over to Lyons agency on the allega- 
tion that she was not being properly 
represented due to reports that the 
network was unloading its artists 
bureau. 


NBC Artists 


Fort Monmouth Gets 
More Show Biz Draftees 


Fort Monmouth, N. J., Nov. 25. 
Number of recruits snapped up out 
| of show 
been added to the staff of the Train- 


ing Film Production Laboratory 
here. 

Among newcomers is Art Laurents, 
assigned to the scenario department 
former writer on ‘Dr. Christian’ ai 
series and other radio shows; Ken- 
neth Lang, formerly of the 20th- 
Fox lighting department; Roger 
Sheppard, out of the Eastman Kodak 
lab at Rochester, N. Y., and Roger 
Muir, who worked on advertising 
films for the Great Northern Rail- 
road in se eh 


Jimmy Starr Gabbing 


Nietioued. Nov. 2 

Jimmy Starr, picture cog ‘of | 
L. A. Herald-Express, last night | 
(Monday) initiated a series of quar- 
ter hour film gossips over KECA for | 
a local drug chain. Erskine ‘Skinny’ | 
Johnson, another pillar-filler, - t 
week lost his shampoo sponsor, 
picked up an insurance outfit. 

Marks Starr’s first soio radio job! 
although he’s been around since the} 
early silents and has been up for gale, 
many times. 


business by the draft have | 


OK FOR LEGITS 





created in Filmizations 


NEW FACES 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 

Frequent casting by studios of le- 
git actors to duplicate stage roles in 
the picturization of a play is giving 
eastern thespians a chance to collect 
double for doing the same parts. 
Practice can’t always be put through 
effectively but recent film produc- 
tions of stage buys have worked out 
handily for the dual casting, mean- 
ing more money for the players, par- 
ticularly those doing the smaller 
character roles. 

Warners, three times in a row, has 
come through for legit players, 
bringing them to the Coast to repeat 
their lines for the cameras. Samuel 
Goldwyn moved a large part of the 
cast of ‘The Little Foxes’ to Holly- 
| wood for the film production. Para- 
mount’s filmusical of ‘Louisiana Pur- 


chase’ proved a convenient Holly- 
wood stepping stone for a number of 
the stage cast. Both Columbia, Uni- 
versal and Metro made similar use 
of players from the east. 





Nugent On ‘Animal’ 


Out at Warners four members of 
the stage cast of ‘The Male Animal’ 
had long weeks before the Holly- 
wood cameras repeating the lines 
and business they had done on east- 
ern stages. Collecting the double 
time were Don de Fore, Ivan Simp- 
son, Regina Wallace and Minna Phil- 
lips. Elliott Nugent, who wrote, di- 
‘rected and played in the legit pres- 
| entation, gave over his part to Henry 
Fonda for the film but continued 
his function as director. So success- 
ful was the duplication that studio 
repeated the process on “The Man 
Who Came to Dinner,’ bringing Monty 
Woolley, Mary Wickes and Harry 
Lewis to Hollywood for repeat char- 
| acterizations. Last to undergo the 
| process was ‘Arsenic and Old Lace, 
the Frank Capra filming of the 
stage chiller. Coming for the pic- 
ture were John Alexander, Josephine | 
Hull and Jean Adair, while other 
roles were filled from the Hollywood | 
ranks. 


Five Called, One Lands 








| Five players were brought from 
Broadway by Goldwyn for ‘The Lit- 
tle Foxes’ and one ended up with 
| a term contract. Others made such a 
showing they undoubtedly will have | 
no trouble in continuing to face the | 


cameras. Landing a contract was 
Dan Duryea. Charles Dingle, the 
Uncle Ben of the play and picture, 
has other film work in the offing 
Carl Benton Reid, John Marriott and 
| Patricia Collinge were the others 
who found a chance to get paid 
twice for the same characterization 

Paramount called Victor Moore, 
Vera Zorina, Irene Bordoni and 
Charles La Torre, stage principals 
in ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ to Holly- 
| wood for the Technicolor film pro- 


duction, and in addition used Lynda 
Grey to repeat a showgirl spot in 
the picture. Studio is also using 
Mabel Paige and Florence Mac- | 
Michael to duplicate stage parts in 
‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ another le- 
| git presentation now undergoing 
| Hollywood treatment. 


Other Repeaters 


Columbia gave work to Isobel El- 
| son, who appeared as Mrs. Fiske in 
| the stage production of ‘Ladies in 
ut | Retirement,’ when that vehicle went 
M" | before the cameras, Metro has Rags 
Ragland repeating his ‘Panama Hat- 
| tie’ part and Millard Mitchell came 
| west to repeat the baffled, detective 


(Continued on page 53) 
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BONE HOLLYWOOD 


Broadway Thespians Collect 
Double for Original Roles 
Created on Stage and Re- 


| Night’ 


| 


Show Biz Execs Take Firm Grasp 
On Camp Shows; Lastfogel, as Chief 
Aide to Dowling, at General Helm 





That'll Cure ’Em 





Hollywood, Nov. 25. 

Surrealism, in the form of a 
‘nightmare montage,’ moves into 
Hollywood with the advent of 
Salvador Dali, leading exponent 
of that painting cult. 

Dali moved into the 20th-Fox 
studio to do a series of paintings 
to be used in ‘Moon Tide’ to de- 
pict the delirium tremens of a 
moonshine addict. 


TALLULAH MAY SOON 
LEAVE PHILLY HOSPITAL 


Tallulah Bankhead, whose Illness 
forced the shutdown of ‘Clash By 
Night’ in Philadelphia early last 
week, is reported rapidly recovering 
at the Mount Sinai hospital there. 
Although the attack was diagnosed 
as bordering on pneumonia, star may 

















- | Sinai 


be discharged next Wednesday (Dec. 
3). 

Should Miss Bankhead regain her 
feet Billy Rose plans to relight ‘Night’ 
at the Locust, Philly, Dec. 15. After 
one week there the show probably 
will lay off the week of Dec. 22, pass- 
ing up Christmas because the yule 
day falls on Thursday. Opening date 
at the Belasco, N. Y., will be Dec. 29, 
unless the premiere is shoved ahead 
a few days. 

Instead of laying the show off 
when the star was taken ill, Rose 
formally declared it closed. That 
made the players free agents with no 
managerial pay liability after the 
first idle week, but as the cast wants 
to reappear they will be given new 
contracts. Equity rule stipulates an 
eight weeks lapse after closing, but 
with the cast back intact no friction 
with Equity is expected. 

Tallulah’s Nom de Plume 
Philadelphia, Nov. 25. 

Tallulah Bankhead, who was 
stricken with influenza following the 1] oom 
opening performance of ‘Clash By 
here last Monday (16), was 








reported ‘greatly improved’ at Mt. 
hospital yesterday (Monday). 
Miss Bankhead is registered at the 


| hospital under the name of ‘Frances 


| Dola’ 
| 


|Cohan’s father 


| 


trouble by way of phone calls and 
| gate- crashing visitors. 





to save the hospital peoeenes, 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Lionel Subs for John 
Barrymore; in Hospital 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. | 

John Barrymore is back in the} 

| hospital with a serious stomach ail- | 
| ment and Brother Lionel substituting 
on Thursday’s Sealtest airshow. 


Jimmy Durante also guesting. 
Barrymore is said to be so ill he 
may have to cancel all radio and pic- 


ture commitments for several month 
to take a complete rest and continue 
hospital treatment. 


Huston as Cohan, Sr. 


Holly wood, Nov. 25 
Huston plays George M. | 
(Jerry) in, ‘Yankee 
Doodle Dandy,’ Warners’ picturiza- | 
tion of Cohan’s life. James Cagney 
portrays Cohan. 

Huston is due east in February for | 


Walter 


'a number of radio guest dates. 





: 5" | 
Robeson to England? | 
Vancouver, B. C., Nov. 25. | 
Paul Robeson, the Negro singer, | 
made his first recital before soldiers | 
when he appeared at Nanaimo for 
an informal recital before 1,800 army | 
men, 
He intimated that he may go to| 
England to perform = for, Empire 
troops op service, 








Show business took a firm grasp 
last week on the faltering, pro- 
crastinating destinies of Camp Shows, 
Inc., and the chances of Uncle Sam’s 
2,000,000 nephews in arms getting a 
regular diet of acceptable entertain- 
ment improved perceptibly. With a 
group of four Screen Actors Guild 
execs in the Van of the demand for 
action, a reorganization of the CSI 
board resulted in its coming up with 
19 members affiliated with show biz, 
against only four outsiders. 

Responsible for the continued de- 
lays in the past was the pull of the 
non-pros—Wall streeters and mer- 
chants—against the few show biz 
reps on the board. With the money- 
men, who represent the USO, com- 
mitted to a definite expenditure for 





Complete list of shows and 
casts set for camps to date ap- 
pears in this week’s Vaude sec- 
tion. 





camp shows and heavily outnum- 
bered in any voting as to what those 
shows shall consist of, the light now 
appears to be clearly green. 

One of the brightest points in the 
reorganization of the CSI was the 
naming of Abe Lastfogel as assistant 
to president Eddie Dowling and as 
active managerial chief in getting 
shows together and into the camps. 
V.p. and general manager of the 
William Morris agency, Lastfogel is 
recognized in show business as a 
shrewd, able, tactful and aggressive 
executive. 

Advisors 

Functioning with him as an ad- 
visory committee to suggest and 
choose performers for the camp 
shows, and to pass on contracts, will 
be five of the top vaude bookers 
in the business; Harry Kalcheim of 
Paramount, Harry Mayer of Warner 
Bros, Sidney Piermont of Loew’s, 


(Continued on page 63) 


ARIETY 


Trade Mark Registered 
FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
Published Weekly by VARIETY, Ine. 

Sid Silverman, President 
154 West 46th Street, New York, N. Y, 











SUBSCRIPTION 









































Annual...... $10 Foreign...... $11 
WIMGIG. Coppems oc dsticccsy raven 5 Cents 
Vol. 144 Et ae No. 12 
— 
INDEX 
a Br re 54 
Chatter ..... cccstecccevnes 61 | 
 Concert-Opera ....sccecsenes 28 
|| Exploitation ...............- 17 | 
Film Reviews...... 1? 9 |] 
Football 63 i) 
! House Reviews............. 24 
| Inside—Legit eer 
Inside—Music : soe 
Inside—Orchestras ..... . 44 | 
| Inside—Pictures ........... 18 
| Inside—Radio .............. 30 
| A: rer se Pry ea 60 
Legitimate ...5...00.cseeses 56 
eae” 3 Pes. 5. + otasree 47 
| New yo” a ee RA 
‘|| Night Club Reviews........ 55 
|} Obituary. ....0.cccccvccsens 62 
} COrcheiees 60k ce decivaneaes 44 
i PICTURES. os i.vctadnsosCesuns 4 
fetid ©... acvevheockeseee 34 
| Radio Reviews.........+. sonra 
Vaudeville «5 .o00isesenesnwen 49 
DAILY VARIETY 
(Published tn Hollywood by 
Daily Varlety, Ltd.) 


$10 a year—$12 foreign 














Foe eee es nee meee a tere fe cron eee ame ares iNS 


i 
i 
: 
: 
* 











EBS oS <s athings 





4 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, November 26, 1941 





Chaplin Promises New Surprises In 
‘Gold Rush’: Sound Track for ‘Circus’ wy states Scere 


+ 
ra 





Charlie Chaplin's ‘Gold Rush, 
probably his top money-maker, will 
be released soon after Christmas as 
an entirely new picture, with nar- 
ration and music by the comedian. 
United Artists is whipping up a 
fresh ad campaign so the film will 
not be termed a reissue. 

‘The Gold Rush’ will be about 
1.500 feet shorter than the original 
version, with most of the clipped 
footage in printed titles. Some 400 
feet has been put in to allow for 
spacing of the narration and some 
of the negative not used originally is 
now being re-incorporated. 


| the picture 0° 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. | Par Charged with Cop 


On Mask & Wig Tune 


| Philadelphia, Nov. 25. 

Suit fo $50,000 damages was filed 
| against Paramount Pictures on a 
| song plagiarism charge in U. S. dis- 
trict court here today (Tuesday). 
Complainants are Dr. Clay A. Boland 
and S. Bickley Reichner. 

They claim that Par copped their 
| tune, ‘Midnight on the Trail,’ and 
| used it with slight variations under 
|the label ‘Dancing on a Dime’ in 
that name. Film 











That means a few of the gags credits Frank Loeser as lyricist and 


made for the film, but never used, | 


are being taken out of cold storage 


after 16 years. The picture first was | 


| Burton Lane as author of the music. 


‘Midnight on the Trail’ was writ- 
ten for the University of Pennsyl- 


released in 1925. The running time | vania Mask and Wig Club show of 


will be 75 minutes. 

After his long silence on the 
screen, broken by ‘The Great Dicta- 
tor,’ Chaplin is now going all the 
way with sound. He'll do more talk- 
ing in ‘Gold Rush’ than he could 
possibly do if he played the lead in 
a picture. 
all the time. 

Documentary Technique 

Chaplin has borrowed his narra- 
tion technique partly from docu- 
mentaries. He will describe the 
action, but he will also speak the 
lines of the characters on the screen. 
However, he considers pantomime 
the most important part of the pic- 
ture and his narration and music 
will not be allowed to overshadow it. 

‘In doing the narration,’ he says, 
‘It has been my purpose not to rob 
the story that is being told on the 
screen, but to tell just enough to 
make the continuity clear and help 
set the mood. 

‘T've avoided facetiousness and 
gags, except where they definitely 
aid the situation being shown on the 
screen. I’ve tried to heighten the 
humor of the picture with under- 
statement rather than verbal slap- 
stick. 

‘I feel that the picture is perfectly 
timed for the market today. It is 

(Continued on page 9) 


CHAPLIN WILL 
MAKE 3 FOR UA 





Hollywood, Nov. 25. 

Charles Chaplin will make at least 
three pictures next season for 
United Artists, appearing in one 
himself and supervising production 
on all. 

With the most pretentious sched- 
ule in many years ahead of him. 
Chaplin has made plans to set up 
units headed by top industry pro- 
ducer-directors. New talent 
freelancers wili be brought forward 


in the casting, and story properties 
have already been acquired for unit | 


production. Chaplin will 


on the profits. 


He'll be talking almost 


and 


| 1938. It was published by Feist. 
| Boland is Mask and Wig director. 
|}In addition to damages, he and 
| Reichner, a reporter for the Phila- 


|counting and_ restr.ining 
' . . . . 

| against future distribution. 
20 days to answer. 


order 
Par has 





National Theatres, 
Warners Discuss 


Antip Distrib Deal 
Deal between National Theatres 


| cafeiiiates with Hoyt’s circuit) and 
| Warner Bros., whereby latter would 








spot its product inte Hoyts in Aus- 
tralia, is on the fire. Old product 
deal Warners had with Hoyts was 
for five years, winding up last Sep- 
tember, when Warners was reported 
dissatisfied with terms. New one 
would also be a long-termer. 
Because it is apparently unable 
to reach any amicable agreement 
in Australia, Warners-_now is carry- 
ing on negotiations for new deal di- 
rectly with National, which controls 
Hoyts, at N. Y. headquarters of Na- 
tional, 20th-Fox’s theatre chain. 


Now You Stay There 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 

20th-Fox signed Preston Foster 
to an exclusive contract to go into 
effect as soon as the actor finishes 
two commitments with other studios. 
| Currently Foster is working in 
| ‘Americen Empire’ at Paramount 
| and is slated for “The Sheltered 
| Side’ at Universal. 








} — 


| 








By GEORGE FROST 
Anglo-American 





An 


delphia Evening Bulletin, ask an ac- | 


Chenhails Sees Early Lift of Britain’s 
Coin Restrictions on US. Film Cos. 


provide - 
his own financing while producer- 
directors and stars are to be cut in 
agreement 


Chaplin believes that the new UA | that may lift a number of Britain’s 
organization is headed for healthy | wartime restrictions on funds in- 
revenue with David O. Selznick, | volving motion picture contracts may 
Alexander Korda, Mary Pickford | be announced early in 1942, it was 
and himself turning out at least 10 | revealed by Alfred Chenhails, a di- 
pictures annually of a calibre com- |ector of a number of English cinema 


Nick Schenck Chairman 
Of 1942 Infantile Drive 


Nicholas M. Schenck, president of 


Motion Pictures Committee for the 
1942 March of Dimes campaign to 
take place in January. The motion 
picture industry plans to take a 
greater pari than ever before in the 
| infantile paralysis drive. Harry 
| Brandt, Joseph Bernhard and C. Cc. 
| Moskowitz will be co-chairmen with 
| Mr. Schenck. 

Oscar A. Doob, advertising di- 
rector of Loew's, was named na- 
|tional publicity chairman for the 
| motion pictures committee. 


W.E Branson Vice Smith 
Latter in Griesdorf’s 


UA L. A. Spot; Stern Up? 


W. E. Branson, 











midwest district 





‘manager for RKO, was promoted 
lyesterday (Tuesday) to western 
| division salesmanager, replacing 


| Cresson E. Smith, who resigned on 
|Monday (25). Branson held the 
|midwest post for nine years. 

Smith resigned to take the United 
Artists branch managership' in 
Los Angeles. David Griesdorf quit 
the latter post last week to join 
the staff of Haskell Masters, who re- 
signed as western division manager 
for UA to become head of the Odeon 
Circuit and of distribution for the 
N. L. Nathanson interests in Canada. 

Although Smith’s new post will 
pay only about one-third of what his 
old one did, it has been emphasized 
all around that his departure from 
RKO was entirely voluntary. It is 
said that he was fed up with the 
traveling a division managership en- 
tailed and was anxious to settle 
down on the large ranch he owns on 
the Coast. When a conversation with 
Grad Sears, UA’s new g.m. in charge 
of distribution, revealed that Gries- 
dorf’s departure would leave the 
L. A. post available, Smith jumped 
at the chance. 

Masters and Griesdorf will prob- 
ably depart late this week, although 
both gave Sears assurance that they 
would remain as long as he felt 
necessary. Sears declared Monday 
(24) that he has no successor to 
Masters in mind yet, although it is 
reported that Charles Stern, UA’s 
Chicago district manager, might be 
the choice: 


Her Hour of Glory 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 

Sol Lesser signed Maureen O’Hara 
for the top femme spot in ‘One Hour 
of Glory,’ now being prepared for 
RKO release. Thomas Mitchell 
plays the heavy, and the male lead is 
still under consideration. 

Arch Oboler is doing the screen- 
play, based on a story by Mary Rob- 
erts Rinehart. 














ent in France for the Chicago 
Tribune since 1917, and John Eliot, 
N. Y. Herald-Tribune correspondent 
in the same zone, both of whom de- 
scribed French conditions as ‘too 
terrible.’ 


J. Chéever Cowdin, Universal Pix 
exec, and George Schaeffer, presi- 





_— ; . ; ~ ac ar > >. oe 
parable with the days when the | Companies, as he boarded Pan Amer- (Continued on page 22) 
company was strictly an all-star,|i¢am Airways’ Dixie Clipper Fri- 

roducing-acting +6 day (21) at LaGuardia Field, New 
Pp g-acting outfit. 

Chaplin is also evincing interest | York. 

] f ‘ ing erest ‘ 

in UA’s theatre-buying program, es- | An accountant, Chenhails came to L. A. to N. . A 
pecially with regard to acquisitions Uncle Sam's shores three "aeara | Julian T. Abeles. 
in Texas and through the south. | 48°: representing the British Board | Lucille Bali. 


Chaplin’s ‘Dictator’ has yet to play of Trade’s motion pix division, in an 
te P 0 ir iia .~ | ‘effort to obtain closer relations be- 
Texas, ous: difficulty - getting | tween the American and English 
together on a deal with circuits | Rien tednattidn* : 
there on a r sis ss | rr gs Fn : 
i te centage ba <a Loss | A Vital agreement affecting the ex- 
n revenue for ‘Dictator’ from this | change ef Bims between the twe 
source is figured at $150,000, the do- countries Will be announced by the 
mestic gross on the picture to 


Lucius Beebe. 
Harry Carroll. 
Nat Deverich. 

Sid Dixon. 

Ellen Drew. 
Samuel Goldwyn. 
Mort Greene. 
Monroe Greenthal. 


Arbitration Works by Innuendo 





before the boards. 


according to these officials. 
misleading one. 


surprised, it is claimed. 














2 More Stockholder 
Suits; Result of B&B 


Two more stockholder suits, one 
against Paramount, the other against 
Warner Bros., were filed yesterday 
(Tuesday) in N. Y. supreme court as 
an outgrowth of the trial and con- 
viction of George W. Browne and 
William Bioff, former president and 
West Coast representative of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees respectively, on 
charges of violating the anti-rack- 
eteering laws. Plaintiffs in the ac- 
tions are Philip Greenberg, minority 
Paramount stockholder, and Harry 
L. Hirscher, minority Warner Bros. 
stockholder. 

Both actions claim improper and 
illegal payments on the part of offi- 
cers and directors of the companies 
to Browne and Bioff, and seek an 
accounting. 


Bioft, Browne 
Start Serving 








William Bioff and George E. 
Browne, former West Coast repre- 
sentative and president of the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees respectively, have elected 
to start serving their prison sen- 
tences immediately pending their ap- 
peal from sentences of 10 and eight 
years respectively. Having been de- 
nied bail by the N. Y. federal court, 
both men are incarcerated in the 
Federal House of Detention in Man- 
hattan. 


Tume at Once 


‘The very presence in all exchange centers of American Arbitration 
Association offices, with machinery established for consideration of 
cases under the consent decree, is an important factor in bringing an 
adjustment of differences between exhibitors and distributors, regard- 
less of whether exhibitors go to the peint of filing complaints.’ 

So say secretaries and clerks of AAA tribunals, when reference is 
made to the relatively small number of cases which have been brought 
The number of complaints is by no means the 
only yardstick to measure the effectiveness of the arbitration setup, 
In fact, some of them contend it is a 


These men say that in many instances exhibitors obtain concessions 


by informing salesmen and branch managers that if a concession or 
compromise is not effected, they will take the case before the AAA 
tribunal. Often this declaration is enough to get relief if the exhibilor 
has a legitimate squawk, according to AAA officials. 
the AAA do not permit any publicity until a complaint has been filed, 
such adjustments are ‘off the record.’ 
in print and thus the arbitration setup is considered by outsiders to 
be achieving results far smaller than is actually the case. 
plete tale could be told, some trade observers would be: greatly 


Because rules of 
Stories on them do not appear 


If the com- 








IATSE Locals Reported Balking on 
Paying Browne-Biofi Legal Bills 


v 


Although George FE. Browne made 
arrangements for payment by the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees of the legal bil] in- 
curred during his and Willie Bioff's 
extortion trial, and the IA under its 
by-laws is obligated to make the dis- 
bursement, locals may attempt court 
action to prevent any payments yet 
to be made. 

According to reports from the 
Coast, studio locals may lead such a 
movement, with operator and stage- 
hand locals of the IA throughout the 
country also taking action with a 
committee likely to set up as a means 
of seeking court relief through in- 
junction proceedings. 

Sources do not know how much of 
the Browne-Bioff legal bill has been 
paid so far, nor how much remains 
yet to be handed over to the attor- 
neys, but reported the total will run 
around $125,000. Richard F. Walsh, 
president of the IA, said that up to 
the time Browne resigned Browne 
personally handled the arrangements 
and that he, Walsh, did not know 
what had already been paid. He 
added that the final bill has not been 
received. 


The legal fee for Browne and 
Bioff, taking them up to the time 
Browne resigned on Oct. 10, will be 


included, after compilation of all fig- 
ures are obtained, in a financial re- 
port of the IA which will be ready 
in about a month. This report will 
not embrace assessments collected 
for several years from members for 
which, Walsh adds, Browne person- 
ally was responsible. Not believed 
that anyone in the TA knows these 


figures since Browne handled the 
assessments personally, from ac- 
count. 


While Walsh refuses to stand for 
any Browne-Bioff legal costs follow- 
ing their conviction and Browne's 
resignation, automatically including 
Bioff, the new IA president is in an 
odd position in connection with the 
prior legal bill since Browne had 





Should either have refused to 
serve pending appeal and the appeal 
be lost, the time spent in the House 


full control and by-laws provide for 
payment. 
A Fast Meve 





of Detention now could not be Understood that at the Louisville 
counted in their favor. They are be- | convention in 1940 Browne shoved 
ing examined as to their financial | through an amendment to. the IA by- 
status by Martin Klein, assistant] laws providing that the IA was obli- 
1U. S. attorney who started with | gated to give any of its officials legal 
Bioff, Friday (21). Examination is | protection, if needed. In view of the 


to determine if they can pay $20,000 
fines levied on each of them. 

Browne as a first offender will 
probably go to Lewisberg, Pa., and 
Bioff to Alcatraz. It will be in about 
three weeks. 


inature of the indictment against 
Browne and Bioff, plus the evidence 
adduced and the conviction, it is be- 
lieved in some quarters that the IA 
might be able to contest any legal 
payments yet due. Members would 
like to see such a step attempted 
even if unsuccessful and without re- 
gard to IA by-laws which assumedly 
ties Walsh's hands as the new union 
president. 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Irving Brecher. 
Charles Buckley. 


: date | respective governments early in 

being $2,500,000. | January, Chenhails opined. The pact, 
|he indicated, will permit the free 
exchange of funds and film. 
| . The same flying boat carted off 
| Lloyd A. Free, director of the For- 
eign broadcast monitoring service of 
'the Federal Communications Com- 
|; mission, and Peter Rhodes, former 
United Press scribe now an FCC 
editor, both of whom are London- 
bound to set up a new American in- 
telligenee unit. 

Monday’s (24) Clipper-trippers in 
from the nastier side of the Atlantic 


A theatre realty man is to be 


brought into the organization upon | 


president Ed Raftery’s arrival here 
in about two weeks. . Realty exec 
will make a canvas with view to 
buying theatres or constructing them 
so that UA can get maximum play- 
ing time and grosses in situations 
now either frozen out or not getting 


sufficient play dates or proper 
terms. é: 

Meantime, Chaplin is scHeduled to 
get his production units yoling 
around March 1, 


included David Darrah, correspond- 


John Hertz, Jr. 
John Houseman, 
Betty Hutton. 
Lewis E. Lawes. 
John McMillin. 
Lewis Milestone. 
Elliott Nugent. - 
Paul Raden. 

Harry Revel. 

Hal Rorke. 

Joe Stauffer. 

C. W. Thornton. ‘ 
Johnny Waters. 
Tim Whelan. 

Helen Windsor. 





William Demling. 
Frank Gill. . 
Gladys Glad. 

Teddy Hart. 

Mark Hellinger. 
Howard Hertz. 

Tom Lewis. 

Leni Lynn. 

Mike Rosenberg. 
George J. Schaefer. 
Joseph M. Schenck. 
Nicholas M. Schenck. 
Marvin Schenck. 
Charlies Skouras. 
Lana Turner. 
Loretta Young. 








The IA did not pay the legal ex- 
penses of John P. Nick, president of 
the St. Louis local, and Clyde Wes- 
ton, business agent, who were tried 
and convicted on extortion charges, 
according to Walsh.- [Herewith is re- 
port on their appeal being denied; 
they must go to Federal priscn.] 

No date for meetings between stu- 
dio locals and producer representa- 
tives which he will attend has been 
set by Walsh, he stated, nor has it 
been decided whether these sessions 
in negotiating new contracts wil] be 
held in Hollywood or New York. 
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FILM DECREE A FLIV SO FAR 





Ted O'Shea Mentioned as Connors’ 


7 


Successor at Metro as Latter Goes 


To 20th-Fox to Be Kent’s Chief Aide 


+ 








Tom Connors joins 20th-Fox as ex- 
ecutive assistant to S. R. Kent, com- 
pany president, under a five-year 
contract, immediately on conclu- 
sion of the Metro salesmeeting to 
be held in Chicago Saturday-Sun- 
day (29-30). At that meeting, which 
may be extended one day through 
Dec. 1, William F. Rodgers, now on 
the Coast, may announce Connors’ 
successor as eastern-southern and 
Canadian sales chief. Reported it 
will be E. K. (Ted) O’Shea, now 
central division manager, and that 
Jack Flynn, district sales head in the 
Midwest, will take over O’Shea’s 
present post at the home office. 

Connors will accompany Kent to 
the Coast for studio conferences 
around the first of the year. 20th’s 
president closed the deal with Con- 
nors after having considered several 
other candidates, including, from ac- 
count, Grad Sears. The new v.p. of 
United Artists is understood to have 
been sounded as far back as early 
this summer. Ned Depinet, v.p. of 
RKO, also has been mentioned from 
time to time as going into 20th. 

While stressed that Kent, who has 
been ill for some time, needs some- 
one to take details off his hand, it is 
understood that in the near future 
Connors may, in effect, serve as wnat 
would amount to a general, manager 
of distribution. If he desires to re- 
main at the h.o., Herman Wobber in 
that event would continue to act as 
general sales manager, but reports 
persist that he wants to return to 
San Francisco and that he may re- 
quest to concentrate on the impor- 
tant Pacific Coast district. He came 
east originally when John D. Clark 
died suddenly because Kent asked 
him to, and from time to time it has 
been reported Wobber preferred re- 
turning to his home in Frisco. 

Wobber on Coast 

In a statement issued yesterday 
afternoon (Tues.), Kent said ‘this 
move is in no wise a move to ap- 


(Continued on page 20) 
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New Cycle 





With so many film company 
official changes and _  switch- 
arounds, of late, a new trade 
wheeze is: 

‘They’re now offering picture 
executives in blocks-of-five.’ 

ey 


Goldwyn May 


Talk UA Deal 
With Selznick 


Samuel Goldwyn, expected to ar- 
rive in New York from the Coast 
on Monday (24), postponed his de- 
parture and will come in on Thurs- 
day (27). Couple days of last-min- 
ute editing on ‘Ball of Fire’ is said 
to have caused the delay. 

Producer's trip east is understood 
to be for purpose of confabbing with 
RKO sales execs on distribution of 
‘Fire.’ It’s reported, however, that 
he may chat with David O. Selznick 
and other United Artists officials on 
the prospect of resuming release 
through U.A., 














Dent Reps Goldwyn 
London, Nov. 25. 

Arthur Dent, former director and 
sales manager of Associated British 
here, was appointed manager in 
Great Britain for Sam Goldwyn. Be- 
lieved that most of his activities will 
be concerned with production, since 
he always has had a yen for British 
qucta film making. 

Dent i§ widely known in the U. S. 
because of many trips to New York. 
At one time he was talking quota 
film production with Paramount. 





Par's 194] Earnings Should Exceed 


$8,504,000 Sans $1,000,000 From Eng. ©" 


Despite the fact that Paramount's 
fourth quarter earnings will not re- 
flect about $1,000,000 received dur- 
ing October as its share of frozen 
coin previously held in Great Britain, 
Wall Street is looking for the com- 
pany to wind up 1941 with net profit 
slightly in excess of $8,500,000, or 
approximately $3.30 per common 
share. If this much profit is shown 
per each share of common, it will 





4 





represent the highest earnings record | 


chalked up by Par under the present 
management. 


Reason Par will not show the add- | , - 
; on the 


ed frozen coin as additional net rev- 
enue is that the frozen British money 
was not reflected by any writeoff in 
financial statements during the past 
two years or so. Consequently, this 


| 


| 


| 


remittance from London will not be | 


figured in the final quarter as an ad- 
ditional amount over and above nor- 


mal revenue for the final three 
months. 
Per common share earnings will 


be relatively much higher than ap- 
pears on the surface because Par- 
amount presently has around 2,574,- 
000 common shares outstanding, 
which is about 500,000 shares more 
than in 1939, when the company re- 
ported $1.07 per common share for 
that year. 

; Besides the vastly improved earn- 
ings position, Paramount has care- 
fully heightened its financial status 
by reducing its interest-bearing 
obligations during the last six years. 
These currently are running around 
$31,000,000, in contrast to about $50,- 
000,000 six years ago. 


} 
| 
| 
; 





‘OBJECTIONABLE’ FILMS 
GROWING, ALSO BEEFS 


Recently anticipated crackdown by 





picture reviewing groups started this | 


week with several appraising the} 
trend towards ‘objectionable’ inci- | 
dents in films with more than un- 
usual alarm Besides one church 


Legion’s resume of the ‘moral trend’ 


screen during the last five 


years, other church, club and fra- 
ternal reviewing groups, with equal 
influence among cinema 
duplicated the Legion crackdown 
Film industry has been fully cog- 
nizant of this growing concern by 
répresentative public 
opinion, with producers advised in 
advance of impending blasts at care- 
less, sexy handling of romance situ- 


ations. 


groups of 


Legion squawked that the number 
of ‘objectionable in part’ films had 
increased 10% in the last five years. 


This Catholic organization as well as | 


other groups now are hinting that 
the trend is becoming so definitely 
towards looseness on the screen that 
full condemnation of future films is 
threatened. 

Entire situation probably will be 


aired at the next meeting of the 
Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors Assn. directorate. : 


patrons, } 





v 


LOOK FORWARD 
TO NEXT atPT. | 


‘Escape Clause’ Possible Only 
If ‘Little Three’ Also Does 
Not Come Under the De- 
cree 





oe 


HASN’T WORKED OUT 





Three months of operation, free of 
the blockbooking and blind-buying 
‘evils, against which exhibs have 
squawked for years, has proved to a 
majority of them that the consent de- 
cree is definitely not the answer to 
their needs. Most of them view with 
joy the strongly-growing prospect 
that the majors will resume selling 
their entire season’s product in ad- 
vance next Sept. 1. 

What would bring on the demise of 
the blocks-of-five selling would be 
the failure of the Department of 
Justice to foree the Little Three— 
United Artists, Columbia and Uni- 
versal—to come under the decree. 
‘Escape clause’ in that document 
provides that unless the Government 
has the signatures of the trio by June 
1, 1942, on the consent decree line, 
the five majors are released from 
tradeshowing and blocks-of-five sell- 
ing. 

Metro, Paramount, RKO, 20th- 
Fox and Warner Bros., however, will 
have to live up to all other provi- 
sions of the decree, including rules 
of arbitration, under the three-year 
test period which ends in Novem- 
ber, 1943. 

UA, U and Gol were parties to the 
original U. S. anti-trust suit against 
all majors but refused the terms of 
the consent decree. ‘Escape clause’ 
in the consent decree resulted. Now 
Department of Justice reps are 
busily trying to negotiate the Little 
Three into the decree, but are not 
meeting with much success. 

Exhibs and the Public 

What may play a more important 
part than the legal technicalities of 
operation of the ‘Escape clause’ is 
exhib opposition, If it can be shown 
that neither the public nor exhibi- 
tors have benefitted by tradeshows 
and blocks-of-five there would seem 
to be little reason to force distribs 
to continue operations under a sys- 
tem onerous to everyone. 

Let alone failing to prove a cure- 
all—which, actually, few exhibs ex- 
would be—the decree is 
the source of new and 
greater ‘evils,’ giving even further 
cause for an aspirin. In addition to 
| the added cost and 





contracting for only five pictures or 
less at a time, theatre operators are 
all the advantages under this 
of selling. 

The option of buying the good pic- 
| tures and ducking the turks, which 


i 


| been found to be a Thurman Arnold 
pipe-dream. Exhibs have discovered 
that, if they intend to keep their 
houses operating seven days a week, 
(Continued on page 20) 


Little Three’ Balks 
At April ’42: Decree 


Trial; Schine Case 


An attempt by the Department of 
| Justice to set trial of Columbia, 
| United Artists and Universal for 
| April, 1942, is being blocked by the 
| three film companies on the grounds 
| that the Schine anti-trust suit in 
| Buffalo will be on trial then, and 
| they cannot defend two suits at the 
|same time. The Government will 
|seek to secure a favorable date to 
|all parties concerned. 

Under the film consent decree the 


Government must. prosecute the 
‘little three’ majors and secure a 
judgment against them. Robert L. | 


| Wright, special assistant to the at- 


|torney general who will try the 
case, has written to his N. Y. office 
to set an April trial, but the de- 
fendants’ objections will probabil; 
imaove the date to May or early June: 


inconvenience of | 


BALABAN’S AND GRIFFIS’ 


complaining that the distributor has | 
form | 


the decree theoretically held out, has | 
| sales managers meeting in Chicago | 


Loew Stalls Paramount Product 
Deals for Greater N. Y., and Indies, 
Which Follow, Are Plenty Worried 





‘Haysapoppin’ in Chi 





Indiana Society of Chicago is 
holding a ‘Haysapoppin’ dinner for 
the head of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors Assn. in Chi 
Dec. 13. Will Hays, a native of In- 
diana, will be honor guest. He may 
come back to N.Y. from the Coast 
before going to Chicago for this 
affair. 


a distinguished citizen of Indiana 
every year. : 


U.S. Price Curb 
Held Key to Hike 








Milwaukee, Nov. 25. 

Recent upping of admission prices 
in this area is now said to have been 
inspired by fear that the Govern- 
ment, in line with its proposed policy 
of freezing commodity prices and 
putting a ceiling on wages, might 
also decide to freeze theatre prices. 

Exhibs wanted to be sure of hav- 
ing them set at a high enough level 
to protect themselves if such a plan 
becomes a reality. 





THE ACTING BEGINS 
Hollywood, Nov. 25. 

‘I'll Take Manila’ moved into its 
dramatic sequences at Metro yester- 
day (Mon.), with Eddie Buzzell di- 
recting and Jack Cummings pro- 
ducing. 

Eleanor Powell, starring, wound 
up her dancing numbers last week. 








| 


HOLLYWOOD ONCE-OVER 


| Barney Balaban and Stanton Grif- 
fis, who attended the two-day district 


' Friday and Saturday (21-22), left 
| there Saturday night (22) for the 
| Coast. 

| They will remain in Hollywood a 
| week or two to discuss production 


| matters with 
look at new product coming up. 
board of 
Dec. 5 to cons 
payment of a year-end dividend, witl 
likely distribution date on Jan. 1 
Although the company already has 
| declared or paid 65c in cash on the 
|common shares this year, an extra 
| melon cutting is likely, with financial 
| circles figuring it will be at least 25c. 


Paramount’s 
cheduled to meet 


} 
1aer 





Ed Grainger Looks Set 
To Produce at UA 


Edmund Grainger is near to clos- 
ing a deal with United Artists to 
| join the company as producer, turn- 
| ing out pictures UA itself plans mak- 
ing. He wili probably leave for the 

Coast tomorrow. 





Grainger is the son of James R. 
| Grainger, general sales manager of 
'Repubhe. 


i> 
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Indiana Society of Chicago honors | 


In Mpls. Admish 


Y. Frank Freeman and 


directors is | 


———_—______. 


Delay in getting together with the 
Loew circuit in the Greater New 
York area is holding up Paramount 
| deals in this large area and causing 
|; worry among independents that fol- 
|low Loew’s with this company’s 
product. 

Understood that not a single deal 
with independent circuits or single 
houses ordinarily playing Par pic- 
tures has been set because Par wants 
ito conclude negotiations first with 
Loew’s. Result is that while numer- 
ous new season’s (1941-42) pictures 
sold under the decree are playing 
other parts of the country, they are 
all being held up in Greater New 
York, Westchester county, northern 
New Jersey and Long Island. 

Par’s own Broadway show-win- 
dow, the Par, has already played 
‘Nothing But the Truth.’ ‘Hold Back 
the Dawn,’ ‘New York Town’ is now 
current with ‘Skylark,’ all on the 
current (‘41-42 season). Until a deal 
is set with Loew’s, these films will 
be benched. 


Eugene Picker, in charge of buy- 
ing-booking for Loew’s, stated that 
negotiations with Par were contin- 
uing and that no hitch is seen. 
Meantime, the circuit is not being 
crowded for product although in- 
dies behind it are growing appre- 
hensive over the fact Loew’s has not 
closed for Par as yet. They fear 
they may be getting the pictures too 
late, although Par itself has been 
slow playing its own product at the 
N. Y. Par due to lengthy holdovers 
of old season’s films, as well as new 
ones. 

Loew’s for this season (’41-42) has 
its own Metro product, all of United 
Artists and Columbia and one-half of 
Universal and Republic. RKO, its 
| main competitor in the Greater N. Y. 
zone, has RKO, all of Warner Bros. 
and 20th-Fox, plus one-half of Uni- 
versal. 

Largest indie circuits behind 
Loew’s are Skouras, Century, Rand- 
force, Consolidated and Prudential. 








Schaefer and Nelson Rockefeller Reach 
Accord; Odlum Next; Breen’s Status 


George J. Schaefer, 


RKO prexy, 
planed out for the Coast Monday 
night (24) following a meeting of 
ithe RKO executive committee at 
|which there was reportédly no 
|move made to take up matter of 
|his contract. Belief in informed 


sources is that Schaefer has had an 
|understanding with Nelson Rocke- 
feller and other interests on a new 
| deal for some time and that matter 


of signaturing a new contract, if it 
has not already been set, now de- 
nwends largely on Floyd Odlum 

whom Schaefer will see on the 
| Coast. 

In the past few months Odlum 
personally has given little attention 
to RKO matters in view of his im- 
portant functioning in the defense 
program in charge of allocations of 
defense contracts to smaller manu- 
facturers., 


| 

| From accounts, Odlum has been 
‘forced. through over-pressure of 
| work, to seek rest in Los Angeles. 
|He stopped at the Mayo clinic at 
| Rochester, Minn., on his way to the 
| Coast, for a general checkup. 

On the Coast, Schaefer will con- 
fer with Joseph I. Breen, studio pro- 
head, organization 
to RKO 
New 


duction whose 
which he 


fficials on his 


plan presented 


recent trip to 


York, is being put intu effect. On 
the success of the plan, which has 
Schaefer’s support. hinges future 


executive setup of the company, it is 


renorted 

Schaefer also will huddle on next 
block of RKO pictures_to be re- 
| leased . 
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London Will Cue How $20,000,000 





British Film Coin Will Be Divvied 


vv 


Agreement on how the $20,000,000 
allowed out of Great Britain in the 
current year starting last Oct. 27 is 
to be allocated among the eight U. 
S. major distributors likely will 
stem from London this year. That 
is the understanding among differ- 
ent film company foreign depart- 
ments in N. Y. 

Metro again is convinced that such 
allocations should be predicated on 
the net revenue obtained from 
Britain accounts rather than from 
gross billings. That company and 
some others believe the net busi- 
ness reflects the intention of framers 
of the frozen coin pact, since the 
American distributor which is able 
to operate with a 10% outlay for 
expenses would benefit the most. 
Other school of thought is con- 
vinced that gross billings or total 
amount of business on the books 
should be the allocation basis. 

Net revenue available basis takes 
into consideration the expense in- 
curred in obtaining business, penal- 
izing the company which has to pay 
30% to do business as contrasted 
with the distributor requiring only 
10%. 

In any case, indications are that 
the frozen coin pact and its alloca- 
tion phase will be interpreted in 
England rather than in the U. S. this 
year. Last year, Metro would not 
abide by the gross billings plan and 
called for arbitration. Result was 
the same because the arbitrator held 
in favor of gross billings. 


HECHT’S 3-WAY DEAL ON 
GYPSY ROSE’S ‘G-STRING’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 
Gypsy Rose Lee’s whodunit, ‘The 
G-String Murder Case,’ will be the 
first production by the new filming 
outfit, United Artists, Inc. recently 
organized from the framework of the 
Walter Wanger company. Story 
property was bought by David O. 
Selznick, owner-member of UA. 
Producer, director and screen- 
writer, under a three-way contract, 
is Ben Hecht, currently in New York 
but heading for Hollywood shortly. 


Judge Davis, in Wm. Fox 


Case, Resigns Under Fire 


Washington, Nov. 25. 

Federal Judge J. Warren Davis, 
twice tried in Philadelphia on 
charges of accepting loans from 
William Fox while the former film 
magnate’s bankruptcy proceedings 
were in his court, resigned last week. 
Impeachment proceedings were 
pending against him, although two 
juries failed to agree on his guilt or 
innocence and Attorney General 
Francis Biddle had ordered the in- 
dictments nol prossed. 

Davis, who retired some time ago, 
was receiving the $12,000 a year al- 
lowed circuit court judges. His 
resignation may eliminate the pay- 
ments. He allegedly accepted 
$27,500 in two unsecured loans from 
Fox. 














Indictments Dismissed 
Philadelphia, Nov. 25. 

Indictments against retired Fed- 
eral Judge J. Warren Davis were 
ordered dismissed yesterday (Mon- 
day). They charged the jurist with 
accepting $27,500 in unsecured loans 
from film producer William Fox 
while the latter’s bankruptcy pro- 
ceedings were in Davis’ tribunal. 
Former circuit court jurist was tried 
twice on the charge, with the jury 
disagreeing both times. 

Federal Judge Guy K. Bard dis- 
missed the indictments on recom- 
mendation of U. S. Attorney Geraid 
A. Gleeson, who said that he had 
conferred with Attorney General 
Francis Biddle since filing the 
original motion for killing of the 
true bills. 

‘In view of your recommendations 
I cannot see that anything can be 
gained in denying your request,’ 
Judge Bard told Gleeson. 





MacRae’s Serial Holiday 
Hollywood, Nov. 25. 
Henry MacRae, taking a vacation 
from his chores as producer of seri- 
als at Universal, handed over the 
production reins on the cliffhanger, 
‘Gang Busters,’ to Ford Beebe. 
Two co-directors, Ray Taylor and 
Noel Smith, are working on the 
gang story. 


|their future. 


+ Tree to Swing From 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 

Johnny Weismuller emerges from 
his jungle to play a civilized role 
in ‘Black Pearl of Paradise,’ a 
George Haight production at Metro. 

Al Santell directs the film, based 
on a South Sea island tale by Bo- 
gart Rogers. John Carroll and Pa- 
tricia Dane are slated for the ro- 
mantic leads. 


MAG WRITER'S 
PLUG FOR PIX 
PROGRESS 


Detroit, Nov. 25. 
Slapping down his own profession 
as being less respectable than the 
lambasted pictures, Malcolm W. Bin- 


gay, magazine writer and syndicated 
columnist of the Detroit Free Press, 
took up the cudgels here and ad- 
vised the public to lay off picking 
on films. 

‘Every boy fresh out of college 
thinks it not only his inalienable 
right but his God-ordained duty to 
raise hell with the movies,’ he wrote. 
‘Well, I've watched the thing grow 
from its nickelodeon days down to the 
present and it is my belief that the 
movie has improved as steadily as 
any institution in our efvilization. In 
many respects it has far surpassed 
the publishing iteelf—books, maga- 
zines and newspapers—in its social 
and cultural responsibilities.’ 

He also said that for culture and 
art pix rank in intelligence above 
most of the popular Broadway 
shows. 

‘Certainly there’s something wrong 
with the movies. It would be a re- 
markable thing if there were noth- 
ing wrong with them. There is 
something wrong with everything 
else in the world. Right now there 
is a rash of newspaper and magazine 
comment about the decline of the 
movies. Gilbert Seldes comes out 
and says he is really scared about 
Going to the demni- 
tion bow-wows—and, as usual blames 
the producer, what a dumb stupid 














lot they are, not producing better 
pictures, better stories, better ac- 


“They have done a heroic job in 
creating a new art form and provid- 
jing entertainment for countless mil- 


llions of people in every cross-road 


| of the world. Give them credit and 
|quit picking on them. War has taken 
|from them their European markets 
and in the present economic mala- 
| jJustment they have suffered as have 
all other trades. 

‘I would like to have a fellow like 
Will Hays, f'instance, tell us what the 
motion picture industry thinks of the 
American movie critics and the atti- 
tude of the press in general toward 
the flicker trade. Once I suggested 
to the American Society of News- 
paper Editors that they, who spend 
52 weeks of the year telling every- 
body else their faults, set aside one 
of these weeks to have other folks 
come to our meeting and tell us to 
our faces what they thought about 
us.’ 





Studio Contracts 








Hollywood, Nov. 25. 


conductor by Metro. 
Lennie Hayton, musical scorer at 


Metro, penned new ticket on same 
lot. 


scripting pact by Metro. 


Universal. 

Beth Drake, model, drew a player 
contract at Warners. 

George Sanders was renewed for 
three more pictures by RKO. 

Tim Holt penned a deal for six 
more westerns at RKO. 

Don DeFore, New York legiter, 
signed a contract at. Warners. 





FEMME PENNSY JUDGE 
PUTS THE PAN ON PIX 


Philadelphia, Nov. 25. 
The film industry was hauled over 
the coals last week by Judge Lois 
Mary McBride, a member of the 
Pittsburgh Domestic Court and pres- 
ident of the Marriage Council, who 








George Stoll renewed as musical | basis of a P 


} tion 


spoke before the Philadelphia Mo- 
tion Picture Forum. 


Judge McBride accused pictures of 
contributing to juvenile delinquency, 
increasing divorces and fostering a 
moral laxity among adolescents. 


‘Only 15% of the males and 20% 
of the females stay married in the 
movies, said Judge McBride. ‘In 
real life there is am average of 60% 
of happily married couples.’ 


She declared that films could be a 
potential force for good—a means of 
education for a better and stronger 
family life—‘a unit essential to real 
democracy. 

‘But right now the movies aren’t 
doing the job,’ she said. ‘While they 
are teaching soldiers about the glory 
of service, and adolescents the art of 
dating, necking and loving, they are 
falling down on their most important 
service—the teaching of home-mak- 
ing, which is something much more 
than luring one’s husband with 
movie-taught technique.’ 

The Pittsburgh jurist suggested 
that mothers become film shoppers 
and guides for their children. 

‘Mothers should act as family cen- 
sors,’ she said, ‘until film-makers de- 
liver the proper type of screen en- 
tertainment.’ 

The Motion Picture Forum this 
week began circulating a list of rec- 
ommended films through Philadel- 
phia schools. The initial list named 
as okay for children: ‘Dumbo,’ ‘Choe- 
olate Soldier,’ ‘Texas,’ ‘How Green 
Was My Valley’ and ‘It Started With 
Eve.’ 


16 PIX IN CANS; 
1] SHOOTING, 
AT PAR 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 

Eleven pictures in work and a 
backlog of 16 completed films will 
be the record at Paramount vefore 
the end of the current week. ‘The 
Palm Beach Story’ rolled yesterday 
and “Take a Letter, Darling’ is slated 
to start tomorrow (Wed.). Last 
week’s beginners were ‘My Favorite 
Blonde,’ ‘Mr. and Mrs. Cugat,” ‘I 
Live on Danger’ and ‘American 
Empire.’ Earlier starters and still in 
production are ‘For Whom the Bell 
| Tolls,” ‘Holiday Inn,’ ‘This Gun for 
| Hire,” ‘Malaya,’ “True to the Army’ | 
and ‘Out of the Frying Pan.’ 

Completed and awaiting distribu- 
tion under rules laid down by the 
|consent decree are ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind,” ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ ‘Sulli- 
van’s Travels, ‘Mr. Bug Goes to 
Town,’ “The Lady Has Plans,’ “The 
Remarkable Andrew,’ “The Great 
Man’s Lady,” ‘Bahama Passage,’ “The 
Fleet’s In,’ ‘No Hands on the Clock,’ 
‘Dr. Broadway,’ ‘Fly By Night,’ 
‘Henry and Dizzy,’ ‘Torpedo Boat,’ 
‘Bad Man of Arizona’ and ‘Night in 
New Orleans.’ 


Pasternak’s Holland, Mich., 
0.0. for Metro Film 


Detroit, Nov. 25. 
Second of Michigan’s towns to be 
glamorized by the films was visited 

















|producer. Earlier this year saw 
Interlochen, the famed youth music 
center in northern Michigan, the 
aramount picture. New- 
est interest has settled on Holland 
| (Mich.), setting of an _ equally 
fap ered famous tulip festival. 
Pasternak, with Henry G. Carley, 


George Sanders drew option lift | Holland theatre owner affiliated with 
for one year as an actor at 20th-Fox.| the extensive Butterfield circuit in 


George Fischel was signed to a/} Michigan, Edward C. Beatty, prez of 


| Butterfield, and Warren Schlee, M-G! 


Patric Knowles inked pact with | representative here, visited the small 


Michigan town, with its heavy Dutch | 
populace and soaked up local ‘at- 
mosphere.’ 

Picture, due to go into produc- 
shortly, is tentatively titled | 
‘Tulip Time in Michigan’ concerns a| 
Dutch tavern keeper and his seven} 





| 


daughters and has Kathryn oceart 
slated.to head tne cast. { 


last week by Joe Pasternak, Metro| 


Far Hop From the Sagebrush — 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 

Mopalong Cassidy becomes a seagoing cowboy in his next picture, 
and the four films after that will be localed far from the deserts and 
canyons of the Old West. Bill Boyd, star of the Harry Sherman pro- 
duction, which began with a cayuse and a six-gun, is being weaned 
gradually from the cattle ranges. 

As an experiment, Hopalong was sent to Arabia to settle a camel 
rustling feud, and the exhibs asked for more Cassidy adventures in 
far-off territory. Following the ocean story, in which Boyd solves 
mystery aboard ship, he will round up a gang of bank robbers while 





vacationing from his cowboy job in a big city. 
Three other yarns are being written, localed far from mesquite and 
eactus. 











ce Nena 


Lefty and Aggie Just Can't Get Off 
Vaude; Invent New Kind of Game 


~ — ree 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Coolacres, Cal. 
Dear Joe: 

Me and Aggie were sitting around the other night after the show and 
punchin’ the bag about this and that and especially about good old vaude- 
ville, somethin’ we can’t ever stop gabbin’ about. And we got to callin’ 
the names of the acts by just saying what song they sang or what piece of 
business they did, or how they were dressed or mentioning their catch 
line. It was a lot of fun, so try it some time with the boys at the Club. 


Of course ‘Some of These Days’ means Sophie Tucker; ‘Roly Boly Eyes’ 
means Eddie Leonard; ‘I Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now’ is Joe Howard 
himself. ‘Be My Baby Bumble Bee’ meant Brice and King, the same as 
‘Broadway Melody’ means Charlie King now. ‘I Ain’t Got Nobody’ was 
Bert Williams, and ‘I’m a Yankee Doodle Dandy’ means the one and only 
George M. Cohan. ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ means Irving Berlin, and 
his ‘International Rag’ meant Clark and Bergman. ‘That’s the Kind of a 
Baby for Me’ is Eddie Cantor, and of course ‘Mammy’ means and is Al 
Jolson. ‘Sally Won’t You Come Back to Our Alley?’ was the great Van 
and Schenk. ‘I Can't Give You Anything but Love’ was Florence Mills; 
‘Throw "Em Down McCloskey’ was Maggie Cline, and ‘The Hat Me Father 
Wore’ was Annie Hart. 


‘Kiss Me Again’ was Fritzie Scheff, and ‘I Can’t Make My Eyes Behave’ 
meant Anna Held. ‘Go to Sleep My Baby’ was J. K. Emmett; ‘I Don’t 
Care’ was the only Eva Tanguay. ‘I Push and Push’ is Lillian Shaw, while 
‘They Always Pick on Me’ means Belle Baker. ‘My Mother’s Eyes’ is 
Georgie Jessell; ‘Irish Eyes Are Smiling’ is Mort Downey; ‘Chinatown’ 
meant Mathews and Ashley; ‘Annabelle Lee’ the only Jim Barton. The 
music cue of ‘Come and Get You in a Taxi Honey’ meant Frisco was coming 
on, and ‘Georgia Camp Meeting’ meant Genaro and Bailey were going to 
do their cakewalk. ‘Just Around the Corner’ is Ted Lewis, while ‘Oh Sol 
Omio’ means Lou Holtz. ‘Daughter of Rosie O'Grady’ means the Rooneys; 
‘I Love a Parade’ is Harry Richman; ‘Sweet Sixteen’ was Jim and Bonnie 
Thornton; ‘Under the Bamboo Tree’ was Cole and Johnson; ‘Rings on My 
Fingers’ is Blanche Ring; ‘Waiting at the Church’ was Vesta Victoria. ‘The 
Yama Yama Man’ was Bessie McCoy; ‘Hot Time in Old Town’ is Josephine 
Sabel; ‘Shine On Harvest Moon’ originally meant Nora Bayes and Jack 
Norworth, then Ruth Etting; ‘My Man’ means Fannie Brice; ‘Mississippi’ 
meant Frances White; ‘Burlington Bertie’ means Ella Shields; and of course 
‘Gallagher and Shean’ means just that. 

Fameus Catch-Lines 


Then there were ‘catch-lines’ that practically named the act. ‘Spotlight’ 
was Herb Williams; ‘I Luff You Meyer’ was Weber and Fields; ‘Court’s 
Adjourned’ meant Walter C. Kelly. ‘Hello Sucker’ was Texas Guinan; 
‘That’s All There Is, There Aint No More’ is Ethel Barrymore; ‘I’lh come 
out and ast you...,’ Frank Tinney. ‘Oh Margie!’ was Savoy and Brennan; 
‘T thought ['d Die’ was Al Herman. ‘It’s All Copasetick’ is Bill Robinson; 
‘All I know is what I read in the papers...’ was Will Rogers. ‘I think you 
touch...’ is Harry Burns, while “The man’s dead, he don’t care’ was Laurie 
and Bronson. The man with a sokiier suit must be Johnny Burke; the 
man with a banana stalk is Dr. Rockwell; man with a brick is Tom Ma- 
honey; man with green gloves was James Richmend Gilroy. ‘I'll eat 
bananas if I like it, and I like it’ is Smith and Dale. ‘No larengitis, just 
vanilla and chocolate,’ means Julius Tannen. Breaking footlights with a 
cane is Bert Fitzgibbon. ‘I asked for a nut cracker and you passed me a 
beer bottle’ meant Sam and Kitty Morton. 

There’s hundreds of ‘em, Joe. It’s a lot of laughs and it brings back 
golden memories of great troupers. Best to the gang, sez 

Lefty. 
‘High hats are not worn by level heads.’ 


Scarface’ Finally 
Gets Chi Booking 
And Boffs the B.0. 


Chicago, Nov. 25. 


P.S.—Joe E. Brown sez: 





Espy’s Bombing eitaas 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 
Reeves Espy returned from the 
U. S. Army bombing school in 
Shreveport, La., with enough back- 


ground material to start his writers i. . a 
on the screen play of ‘Bombardier,’ Gearface, the Poul soane-Coeerge 
an RKO production designed not | Ratt gangster picture which was 
only for entertainment but to help banned in Chicago for years, finally 
rt on ened here at the Woods (Ess- 
the Army’s recr : _ 
y ecrulting campaign. (20) and got 


hocgap ; )}aness) on Thursday 
Filming will be done largely at the | away to tremendous business. 
new training school now being estab- 


lished near Albuquerque, New|. Picture looks to do at least $15,000 
| Mexico. in a house which regularly does 


HEAVY DEC. LOAD ON | iizscsiaz Sct * te sisters 
U'S PRODUCTION LINE 


immediately kited as the customers 
Hollywood, Nov. 25. 


jammed the b.o. 

Cook County is the last county in 
the entire nation to be playing this 
picture, which previously had been 

Universal starts a barrage of heavy 
production in December, including 
two high-budget films to be pro- 
duced by Frank Lloyd. First of the 


shown in every county in the U. S. 
Was kept out of Cook County for 

Lloyd pictures is ‘The Saboteur,’ a 

tale of wartime activities, starting 


years in spite of every effort to 
bring the picture in, the Police 
Dept. refusing to okay a permit for 
the flicker. Picture is now a states 
right proposition. 
Dec. 1. Second is a remake of the 
Rex Beach story, ‘The Spoilers,’ 
dated to roll Dee. 15. gan, Sid Chapman, was injured when 
Others on the December getaway | his car rolled over several times near 
list are ‘Fired Wife, ‘The Sheltered | Hastings, Mich. He escaped serious 
Side’ and “Tough As They Come.’ | injury. 





























Sid Chapman’s Aute Spill 
Detroit, Nov. 25. 
RKO’s salesman in Western Michi- 
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(10's Harry Bridges Avers His 
Union Won t Move In On Hollywood 
Film Workers Despite B&B Jailings 





Tctroit, Nov. 25. 

Conviction of Willie Bioff and 
George E. Browne is not going to 
precipitate any immediate drive by 
the Congress of Industrial Organiza- 
tion on Hollywood film workers, 
Harry Bridges, Coast organizer for 
the CIO, told ‘Variety’ at the labor 
group’s convention here last week. 
Whether a campaign might be ex- 
pected shortly to win film craft 
workers away from the former 
Browne-Bioff controlled International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, an AFL affiljate, Bridges 
said was ‘hypothetical.’ 

‘Hollywood labor will not be ade- 

uately protected, however,’ the fiery 

IO leader declared, ‘until all crafts 

et into one large industrial union. 

hether with Browne and Bioff at 
its head or Dave Beck, the IATSE is 
untrustworthy. It can’t be expected 
to change its stripes any more than 
the whole AFL can, because it is or- 
ganized wrong from its vef¥ foun- 
dation.’ 

Part of the producers’ ‘payoff to 
Browne and Bioff,’ charged Bridges, 
was a reward for keeping out the 
CIO, which has had little success in 
its attempts to organize Hollywood 
crafts. Browne and Bioff were ac- 
tually ‘sacrificed’ to the producers, 
Bridges declared. 

If and when a CIO drive on the 
ey does come, the organization’s 
‘oast chieftain stated, he believes it 
will be by a special unit set up for 
the purpose rather than his own staff, 
which now had more than enough to 
do (in more fertile fields). 

Hollywood, he admitted, will be a 
tough place for the CIO to win, as 
the problems of organization there 
are particularly tricky and require 
@ great amount of money and plan- 
ning. 

Browne-Biofft conviction was a fa- 
vorite topic of over-the-suds discus- 
gion by CIO delegates here. 





HYLAND-COHN’S INDIE 
GIBBONS’ PIC FOR COL. 


Hol ciel Nov. 24 


Dicky Hyland and Ben Cohn are | 


planning to start shooting in January 
On their indie production of a life of 
Floyd Gibbons, which Columbia will 
distribute. Hyland last week com- 
pleted an original yarn—20,000 words 
—called ‘And There Was Gibbons.’ 

Columbia is planning to loan the 
indie producers Pat O’Brien for the 
title role. Hyland and Cohn are due 
to fly to New York shortly for final 
onfabs with Col’s sales execs before 
hey start lensing. 


Charge Move-In on IA 





Hollywood, Nov. 25 

International Brotherhood ef Elec 
trical Workers was charged with in- 
vading the jurisdiction of the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatric: 1 Stage 
Employees, in a protest forwarded 
to Richard Walsh. new president of 
IATSE, by Ralph Adams, chief of 
Projectionists District No. 2. 

Adams de 
claiming most of the work in cafes 
and even attempting to encroach in 


the studios on sound installation 
work 





Garfield Moves to Metro 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 
John Garfield, 
Caribbean tour of Navy and Army 
camps, shifts from 
Metro on a loanout deal to play with 
Spencer Tracy in ‘Tortilla Flats.’ 
Picture rolls in mid-December, 
vw ith Victor Fleming directing a 
Sam Zimbalist producing. 





clared the IBEW was) : . ; ; » 9° 
stages busy al! winter, with 23] 


just back from a| 


Warners to|} 


7 
vv 


Oh Deer! 


Detroit, Nov. 25. 

A wild-shooting deer hunter in 
northern Michigan blacked out 
the film houses in 11 upstate 
towns here, 

With the woods full of buck 
seekers, the huntsman scored a 
bullseye accidently on the 44,000- 
volt power line from the Cooke 
Dam, a key source for the Con- 
sumer’s Power Co. The result 
was that the lights and all elec- 
tric service in the towns of West 
Branch, Rose City, Prescott, Au 
Gres, National City, Turner, 
Whitemore Tawas City, Alabas- 
ter, Twining and East Tawas 
went out. 

It took repair men hours to 
locate the source of the break 
and repair it—knocking the pic- 
ture houses out of not only their 
regular biz but that nice little 
seasonal boost they get from the 
same hunters who come into 
town nights. 











TO RESUME M-G 
PROD. TALKS 


—_———_—_- 


San Francisco, Nov. 25. 

Golden State was skedded to re- 
sume negotiations with Metro this 
week on new season product. Cir- 
cuit couldn’t get together with the 
exchange on the first seven pix, 
which are being sold away in vari- 
ous spots. If and when the McNeil- 
Naify group polishes off Metro, Par- 
amount will be next, 

Already signed for the new year 
are 20th-Fox, RKO, Warner, Co- 
lumbia and Universal. 

William F. Rodgers, v.p. of Metro 
over distribution, was scheduled to 
| arrive on the Coast Monday (24) to 
discuss resumption of dealing with 
the McNeil & Naify circuit, operat- 
ing out of San Francisco, against 
which the company has closed some 
indie contracts after a breakdown of 
negotiations. 

Metro pulled away from NecNeil & 
Naify, operating 70 theatres in north- 
ern Calffornia, after the circuit re- 
fused to grant demands on company’s 
first two blocks of seven pictures. 

Rodgers is due in Chicago Satur- 
day (29) to preside at a Metro sales 
meeting to be held that day, Sunday 
(30) and possibly also through Mon- 
day (1) Paramount, also having 
difficulty with McNeil & Naify, is 





| continuing negotiations and unlikely 
there will be a break there 
REP’S 23 SCRIBES AT 


| WORK ON 17 YARNS 


Hollywood, Nov, 25 
Republic is warming up a produc- 
tion campaign to keep the sound 


writers working on 17 stories and 
three screenplays ready for shoot- 
ing 


Scribes on the job are Albert 


ard Praskins, Dorrell and Stuart Mc- 
is an, Norman Hall, Ron Davidson, 
William Lively, Joseph 
fen O'Donnell, Herbert Dalmas, 
| Stuart Palmer, Albert DeMond, 


| Barry Shipman, Morton Grant, Win- 

| ston Miller, James Webb and Doris | 

Schroeder. 

Thre ( yts re y for Dp uctio 
re ‘C ) Sere! f I C 


GOLDEN STATE 


Poland, | 


20% OROP 





Causes Grosses to Slide in 
Contrast to Big Tilts in 


end Influx from Sticks 


NECESSARY B.O. TILTS 


Business of nearly every independ- 
ent film theatre operator as well as 
theatres of many affiliated circuits 
in New York city, not in the down- 
down area, is way off as compared 
with this time last year. This is in 
direct contrast to upbeat in defense 
industry cities. 
week is that the boxoffice returns at 
neighborhood houses are 10-20% be- 
low the fall of 1940. 

Film theatres in this category have 
been socked by the dearth of na- 
tional defense industries in the met- 
ropolitan area as well as priority 
regulations, with the latter possibly 
making conditions worse than bet- 
ter during forthcoming months. 

Fact that less than 7% 





| principal industries 


fense program, has socked employ- 


many as badly off as a year ago or 
taking thousands to nearby com- 
munities where they could secure 
steady employment on U. S. de- 
fense projects. In either case, the 
neighborhood theatre operator has 
lost. 

While Times Square theatres have 
benefited by the influx of weekend 


operators have been greatly 
while in sectors outside the down- 
town zone, they have suffered heav- 
ily as compared with last year. 


that the drive to make New York 
known as ‘the Vacation City’ has 
materially bolstered business along 
the main stem even if not felt in 
neighborhood districts. 
Indie exhibitors are viewing the | 
(Continued on page 9) 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 
Importance of films in the good 
neighbor policy towards 





meeting here today 


ciation, which is being attended by 
Will Hays and company execs, as 


well as by Jock Whitney, chief of the 
| film division of the Office of Co- 
|ordinator of Inter-American affairs 
| Plar for coordination between 
production and distribution branches 
will be formulated Whitney will 
tell industry leaders of reactio: en- 
countere on hi ecent s eek 
| uur of | tin-A ei Also r - 
| ing the South American policy will 


be Nelson 
of Inter-American 
Reisman, RKO foreign manager 
who is on part-time loan to aid 
Whitney. Whitney will ask closer 
cooperation by producers on films 


sent to South America with main | 


idea being to reflect American way 


Duffy, \ a Lief, Art Arthur, George | of life with fidelity 

Ya ites, Olive Cooper, Isabel Dawn | Talks by Top Execs 

Jack Townley, Edward James, Leon- | Hays will outline plans of the New | 
' 


York producer 
talks will also be made by Nichol: 
M. Sche nek, ee F. Rod 
Barney Balaba George J. Schaefe1 
and Joseph M. Schenck Another 
matter to be brought up at the pro- 


ducer meeting will be that of a pos- 
sible suecessor to Joe Breen as ad- 
ministrator of the Production Code 
I Ib been o} e J i 
jw t Geoffrey Shurlock tting I 


AT BOXOFFCE 


Lack of Defense Industries in| 
Metropolitan N. Y. Area’ 


Hinterlands — Times Sq. 
Theatres Benefit by Week- 


One estimate this | 


of the city’s | 
35,000 factories are classed in the 15 | 
listed by the, 
OPM as essential to the nation’s de- | 


ment in New York either leaving | 


crowds from out-of-town, few indie | 
aided | 


Many exhibitors now acknowledge | 


South America, Breen’s Successor 
And Labor Up Before Prods. on Coast 


South | 
America will be emphasized at the | 
(Tuesday) of | 
|the Motion Picture Producers Asso- | 


Rockefeller, Coordinator | 
Affairs, and Phil | 





Despite His V.-P. Title, Grad Sears 


Looks the Head 


Man at UA; Co. 


Top-Heavy With Big Salaried Execs 





Boyer Dons ‘Tales’ Again | 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 

Charles Boyer and Rita Hayworth 
; resumed the intermittent shooting of 
‘Tales of Manhattan’ yesterday 
(Mon.) at 20th-Fox, with Boris 
Morros and S. P. Eagle as co- 
producers. 

| Picture. composed of six short 
stories about the adventures of a 
dress suit, with a separate cast for 
each chapter, is being shot whenever 
the stars are not otherwise engaged. 


WB CREATES 2 


NEW SALES 
DISTRICTS 


The number of sales districts in 
Warners is being increased from six 
to eight by Ben Kalmenson, who re- 
| stored district managers to former 
powers and authority in the field 
after Grad Sears had demoted them 
to exchange posts. 

Norman J. Ayers, exchange mana- 
ger at Boston, will take over 
trict embracing that office, New 
Haven, Albany and Buffalo, while 
Harry Seed will have supervision 
over the Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Cin- 
cinnati and Detroit branches. 








chief at Pittsburgh. The offices 
placed in the district for him have 
up to now been handled by Bob 
|Smeltzer of Washington, who in fu- 
ture will be restricted to the Wash- 
ington and Philadelphia exchanges. 

Under Kalmenson’s policy to pro- 
{mote from within, William Horan 
succeeds Ayers over the _ Boston 
branch, while F. D. Moore assumes 
charge of the Pittsburgh office. Both 
l are salesmen in those exchanges. 





| The Legion of Decency has been 
| making inquiries as to when a per- 
manent head will be named. Lead- 
ing candidates for the spot are Con- 
gressman John Costello, of Holly- 
wood district, and U. S. District 
Court Judge J. F. T. O’Conno1 

Labor problems also come up fo! 


discussion with 


Qakie’s Three for 20th 
Hollywood, Nov. 25 


Jack Oakie inked a new contract 


the dis- | 


Seed has for years been exchange | 


i | peel off as ma 


That the day of changes in the 
United Artists’ exec setup isn’t over 
| bec came increasingly apparent dur- 
ing the past week as industry ob- 
servers began to count up the moun- 
tain of official salaries the company 
has piled on itself. There will be 
'a considerable paring down of the 
executive force, is the consensus, 
before UA is in final operating form. 

Another hefty tilt for the old pay- 
roll was made yesterday (Tues- 
day) with the ee of Car] Leser- 
| man to the post of general salesman- 
ager, reportedly at ~ $1,000 a week 
and expenses. His coming to UA 
virtually a certainty since Grad 
Sears became vice-president in 
charge of distribution nine days ago, 
|}was the highlight of a week of 
changes in the UA stable. 


Leserman was for many years as- 
sistant to Sears when the latter was 
sales chief at Warner Bros. Revival 
of the combination gives UA two of 
the top sales execs in the business. 

Sears, it has been learned, is get- 
ting $2,000 a week, plus $500 a week 
expenses, and a_ percentage of 
profits. Others now getting large 
chunks of coin out of the setup, too, 
include Laudy La foreign 
chief, and Edward C. Raftery, presi- 
dent, both of whom were named 
at the same time as Sears. In ad- 
|dition, there are such big money 
holdovers as Arthur W. Kelly, chair- 
man of the finance committee; 
Harry Gold, eastern sales head; 
|Harry Buckley, former treasurer, 
|; whose duties at the moment appear 
vague, and others. 





wrence, 


Silverstone’s Payoff 

| Not being forgotten, either, is the 
$1,500-a-week payoff which former 
president Murray Silverstone con- 
tinues to receive for 18 months as 
salve for his departure from the 
|company last spring. And Lynn 
Farnol, whose contract as pub-ad 
chief was likewise bought off, got 
a heavy chunk of coin, all of which 
must be charged to current over- 
head. 


So it will not be surprising if the 
owners of UA endeavor to quickly 
ny of the big-salaried 
}execs as possible for efficient oper- 
lation, in order to rid themselves of 
t 


| 


e top-heavy salary structure 

One ‘point that became increas- 
ingly evident during the past week 
was that Sears will be head man 
UA, no matter what titles others 
|may bear. It is felt more and more 
that he will step up to the title of 
president as soon as the owners who 


were lukewarm on him gain confi- 
dence. Attorney Raftery’s appoint- 
ment to the title of prez is seen as 
merely a stop-gap There was even 
minor evidence of what's going on 
in allotment of 


new exer took ove on Monday 


all He, however, did have ich a 
i division at W: arner Bro 


with 20th-Fox calling for three pic- | 


tures in 1942. 
Actor has played in three films on 
the Westwood lot this year, ‘The 


Great American Broadcast, ‘Rise and | 


Shine’ and ‘Song of the Islands.’ 


organization and | 


oe ee Blowoff 
Hollyw: od, Nov 25 


‘Powder Town’ finally got unde 
at RKO after two postpone- 
ments, first caused by casting troubles 
and second by laryngitis contracted 
by Edmond O’Brien, romantic lead. 
Cliff Reid production is directed 
by Rowland V. Lee Victor Mec- 
L, é and Dorothy Lovett share top 
lines with O’Brie1 


. + . 
Selznick’s Siesta 
David O. Selznick and his wife re- 
|turned to New York Monday (24) 
{from White Sulphur Springs, W. 


| Va.. where they have been vaca- 
tioning for the past week, following 
a montn and-a-half of negotiating 

tor Art ts 


by DOS on the nev United 


panied by M1 ind Mrs. William S. 
Paley, the CBS prez 

Selznick will remain in New York 
for about a week setting a number of 
production details on ‘Keys of the 
; next two 


K gdom a 1 ‘Claudia I 


} picture 
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The Fifth Freedom 




















‘There is tonic in the things that men 
do not love to hear; and there is damna- 
tion in the things that wicked men love 
to hear. Free speech is to a great people 
what winds are to oceans and malarial 
regions, which waft away the elements 


of disease, and bring new elements of 
health.’ 


(| TTC 


—William Lloyd Garrison. 








eee -— 


‘The freedom of self-expression in all 
branches of show business .... 


—will be the editorial theme of the 


36th Anniversary Number of 


ARIETY 


to be published late in December 
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FILM REVIEWS 





-_- 


Louisiana Purchase 


(MUSICAL IN COLOS) 
amount production and release; asso- 
un producer, Harold Wilson. Stars Bob 
Hope, Vera Zorina, Victor Moore; features 
Irene Bordoni, Raymond Walburn, Dona 
Drake, Maxie Rosenbloom, Frank Albert- 
son. Directed by Irving Cummings. Screen- 


lay by Jerome Chodorov and Joseph 
Fields: story by . G. DeSylva; from 
musical comedy by Morrie Ryskind. Songs 


Camera, Harry Hallen- 


“ j Berlin. 
by Irving Previewed in 


berger and Ray Rennahan. 








Projection Room, N. Y., Nov. 24, 41. Run- 
nt oe time: 95 MINS, 

im Taylor....seeeeeeecene coarse Bob Hope 
tearina Von Minden...... sone. Vera Zorina 
Senator O. P. Loganberry.... . Victor Moore 
Mme. Bordelaise......- seeee-trene Bordonf 
Beatrice... ...++s++s eeedee odes Dona Drake 
Colonel Davis, Sr.....- »-Raymond Walburn 
The Shadow.....-++e++e. Maxie Rosenbloom 
Davis, Jr..-.-seeereeere .. Frank Albertson 
Emmy-Lou......+s++5+ oneunves Phyllis Ruth 
Police Capt. Whitfleld..... Donald MacBride 
Dean Manning....---+++++++4 Andrew Tombes 
Speaker of the House...... Robert Warwick 
Gaston....---eeereere seeeee-Charles LaTore 
Danseur.....seercereeeeeeeres Charles Lasky 
LAWYVCr...-- sea eerreeee .-Emory Parnell 
Lawyer's Secretary...-- re. Meredith 
Sdleslady.......secccvcceees Catherine A raig 
Jester... .-.sereevcecece odseguctas Jack Norton 
BGamM....cccesrcsccesoece eooce am McDaniel 
Louisiana BellesS....+eee++++> Kay Aldridge 





All of the fun and much of the 
music which kept ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase’ among the most popular musi- 
cals of the past season on Broadway 
is in the film version, produced by 
Paramount for New Year’s release. 
In addition, the lavish production 
and coloring give it extra entertain- 
ment values. With a cast topped by 
Bob Hope, Vera Zorina, Victor 
Moore and Irene Bordoni (last three 
from the stage qompeny?. the irving 
Berlin-Morrie Ryskind show is a 
film boxoffice winner. 

Except for a somewhat anti-climac- 
tic new finish, the screen writers, 
Jerome Chodorov and Joseph Fields, 
found it unnecessary to do much 
more to the original script than to 
slice up the dialog into shorter 
scenes than in the play. B. G. De- 
Sylva, who produced the stage ver- 
sion and is now production head at 
Paramount, evidently was confident 
that the usual film variations, modi- 
fications and interpolations would 
only clutter u the action. So 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ comes to ‘the 
screen an almost literal translation 
from the stage. 

Such procedure leads to the highly 
commendable and distinctly pleasant 
experience for the larger film audi- 
ence to enjoy Victor Moore in one 
of the best comedy roles of his ca- 
reer. His Senator Loganberry, who 
single-handed invaded the political 
bayous of graft-besmirched Louisi- 
ana, is one of the satiric master- 
pieces of the theatre. He is the high 
spot of comedy throughout the film, 
due in considerable measure to the 
team-work of his support, including 
the irrepressible Bob Hope. Latter 
plays it straight when the script de- 
mands. 

With a greater portion of the ac- 
tion, including some of the musical 
numbers, confined to the farcical 
story, the occasional breakaway into 
elaborate, many-peopled and multi- 
colored scenes is most effectively 
presented. Irving Cumming does a 
smart job of directing throughout. 
Costuming and floats for the Mardi 
Gras are brilliant. Good showman- 
ship has trimmed the pageantry to 
the essentials of the story. There is 
no excess footage, although the 
temptation to include additional | 
views must have been great. 

Moore, of course, never misses to | 





get all the laughs possible from his | 
characterization. Filming must have | 
been just another performance for | 
him. He and William Gaxton in their | 
Original roles are still playing the | 
musical in Chicago, with a few other 
cities booked, from which the pic- 
ture is barred until after the road | 
engagements, 

Berlin’s tuneful musical score 
backgrounds the action. Only a few | 
of the show’s vocals are sung. Dona | 
Drake, a very lithe young woman, | 
handles the title number efficiently. | 

| 
| 


Moore and Miss Zorina repeat 
*You’re Lonely and I’m Lonely.’ The 
melody of ‘Tomorrow Is Another 


Day’ comes through frequently. 
Miss Zorina repeats her 


ballet | Film 


dividualized routines of the duo 
throughout—with framework 
nothing but a lame excuse for this 
display—picture is easy to laugh at, 
and as such will click as a profitable 
A & C attraction for all bookings. 

‘Keep ’Em Flying’ is the fo re- 
lease starring Abbott and Costello 
within a 10-month stretch. It indi- 
cates that the boys are appearing 
too often with their burleycue type 
of roustabout comedy to remain in 
public popularity for any length of 
time, unless new material is pro- 
vided for their screen appearances. 
Too many of the numerous laugh 
routines displayed here are only 
slight variations of previous ma- 
terial, with resultant Joss of audi- 
ence reaction. 

Interwoven with the typical A & C 
byplay are a plentiful supply of 
physical thrill action and three songs 
written by Don Raye and Gene de 
Paul. It’s all thrown together in a 
loose melange to showcase the two 
comics for laugh purposes only. 

Opening in a carnival to allow Ab- 
bott and Costello to display some 
knockabout routines, picture swings 
to a night club and then to the Cal- 
Aero Academy—prep- school for 
army fliers. The comedy pair are 
stooges for stunt flier Dick Foran, 
and when he ditches the carny, pair 
go along with him to the flying school 
to become flunkies around the place. 
While Foran carries on a romance 
with USO hostess Carol Bruce and is 
a recalcitrant student, Abbott and 
Costello dig up every opportunity to 
participate in gag and thrill episodes, 
There’s Martha Raye in the role of 
twin sisters; a wild ride through the 
grounds and hangars on a careening 
aerial torpedo; and a high and dizzy 
trip of the comics in a plane. 

Carol Bruce, in addition to effec- 
tively carrying the minor romantic 
interest with Foran, sings two songs 
in showmanly style—the familiar 
‘Getting Sentimental Over You’ (by 
Ned Washington and George Bass- 
man), and ‘The Boy With the Wist- 
ful Eyes.’ Martha Raye vocalizes 
‘Pig Foot Pete’ with male chorus ac- 
companiment, while Foran delivers 
the fast-tempo ‘Let’s Keep ’Em Fly- 


ing. 

Bud Abbott and Lou Costello ban- 
ter and stumble through most of the 
footage—keying every antic for ele- 
mental laughs, and accomplishin, 
that aim. Miss Raye is a good foil 
for the boys while strong support is 
provided by Miss Bruce, Foran, Wil- 
liam Gargan and Charles Lang. Lat- 
ter looks like screen bet with good 
personality and ability disclosed in 
the minor footage provided here. 
Direction by Arthur Lubin is okay 
considering loosely-woven script and 
necessity of allowing fuli rein to the 
gags and blackouts of the comedy 
pair. Ralph Ceder, veteran of the 
Mack Sennett thrill-comedy days, in- 
jects plenty of action in the chase 
and flying sequences in his direction 
of this portion of the picture. Walt. 


Go West, Young Lady 


(MUSICAL) 
release of Robert Sparks pro- 
Features Penny Singleton, Glenn 


Columbia 
duction. 


Ford, Ann Miller, Charies uggles. Di- 
rected by Frank R. Strayer. Screenplay 
by Richard Flournoy, Karen De Wolf; 
story, Karen De Wolf; camera, Henry 
Freulich; editor, Gene MHavlick; songs, 
|} Sammy Cahn, Saul Chaplin, Bob Wills; 
musical director, M. W. Stoloff. At Cene- 
tral, N. Y., week Nov. 22, ‘41, dualed. 
Running time, 71 MINS, 
Belinda Pendergast,....... Penny Singleton 
Tex Miller.. SE Cre Gienn Ford 
eee ance eanedneeeence ss gee 
Jim Pendergast...ccccccess Charlie Ruggles 
| Hank Cvacesdscnesetoeesses Allen Jenkins 
| eee. PEOPUROM. «+ 6s 6660006046664 Jed Prouty 
Tom Hannegan....ccccccees Onslow Stevens 
Bob Seen ee becesesbeeeeedsnnd sae Grae 
Sh DED, . ove ccnheesedeears Edith Meiser 
Chief Bie Thunder. ..ccccccsesse Bill Hazlet 
WEEE oi sca ves Gaudet haa bb s00e . Himself 


Che Foursome and Bob Wills and His Texas 
Playboys 





‘Go West, Young Lady’ is a slap- 
stick, cowboy farce that generates 
numerous amusing moments. How- 
ever, it will confuse horse opera fans 
if they take any of it too seriously. 
does not stack up | 


number, assisted by Charles Lasky. |enough on its comedy aspects an 
She gives a spirited performance | result is so-so entertainment, suit- 
and looks ravishing in her costumes. | able only on dualers. 


There is pictorial appeal in a brief | 
Style review. 

It’s a bigtime film, ideal for the | 
larger capacities where it rates top | 
grosses and holdovers. Flin. 


KEEP ’EM FLYING 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. 


Universal release of 


Glenn Tryon pro- 
duction. Stars Bud Abbott and Lou Cos- 
tello; features Martha Raye, Carol Bruce, 
William Gargan. Dick Foran. Directed by 


Arthur Lubin. Screenplay by True Board- 
man, Nat Perrin and John Grant; original 
by Edmund L. Hartmann; camera, Joseph 
Valentine; special effects, John Fulton; 
aerial photography, Elmer Dyer; editors, 
Philip Cahn, Arthur Hilton; dialog direc- 
-v, Joan Hathaway; assistant director, Gil 
Valle; chase and flying sequences directed 
by Ralph Ceder; songs, Don Raye, Gene 
de Paul, Ned Washington, George Bassman, 
Previewed 


at Alexander, Glendale, Nov. 
19, '41. Running time, 86 MINS. 
SuGckie Bemaon......cssccscress Bud Abbott 
Ret eocveceessdsee Costello 
Barbara PReips... ccc eooeoees ( Martha Raye 
Gloria Phelps....... sheep eave 
Linda Joyce...... speteceteess  SOEel eae 
Jinx Roberts...... 5$¢.n8evkeeabes Dick Foran 
Craig Morrigon.............William Gargan 
Jim doyce...... GE eR | Charles Lang 
Mr. Conigle...... eeeees+- William Davidson 
— Meise bt mega soceess+s- Truman Bradley 
Major Barstow.......cc0cccees Loring Smith 


_Abbott and Costello continue their 
cinematic slaphappy antics in ‘Keep 
Em Flying,’ third in their series of 
Service comedies. Stressing the in- 


| that 


Apparently Columbia discovered 
Penny Singleton could sing 
passably and dance as well as screen 
newcomers, although this has been 


|no secret to those who knew her on 





the legit stage as Dorothy McNulty. 
She gets one opportunity to do bot 
in this picture, and cleans up solidly. 
Main difficulty with entire story is 
that it wavers between usual stand- 
ard cowboy heroics, chases and gun- 


play and the urge to go musical. 
Two never quit mesh. Standard 
story of the new marshal sent to 


capture Pecos Pete, who’s been hold- 
ing up the town’s tavern regularly, 
has been handed a few different 
twists. It also has given a slapstick 
coating that oozes with corn. Pie- 
tossing episodes are milked dry, but 
still good for chuckles. 

With Miss Singleton as the tomboy 
from the east who always gets her 
man, pitted against dance hall queen 
Ann Miller, trying to win the same 
man, a femme knockdown fight is in 
the cards. They make this bout 
thoroughly realistic. 

Miss Miller is unusually attractive 
as the dance hall entertainer al- 
though doing her specialty tapstering 
only briefly. Deserves a better 
break than being submerged in this 
subordinate role. Miss Singleton, as 
the tomboy, makes this delightful 
interpretation at times far-fetched. 
Glenn Ford is the new sure-shot 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) 
(Musical in color). Excellent 
film version of Broadway mu- 
sical; biz grosser. 

‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) (Songs). 
Abboit and Costelo in slaphappy 
thrill comedy built for laughs and 
good b.o. 

‘Go West, Young Lady’ (Col) 
(Musical). Musical western gait- 
ed for twin bills only. 

‘Secrets of the Lone Wolf’ 
(Col). Topflight whodunit with 
Warren William; strong second- 
ary dualer. 

‘Riding the Sunset Trail’ 
(Mono). Good western mer- 
chandise starring Tom Keene. 

‘Billy the Kid Wanted’ (PRC). 
Buster Crabbe as cowboy vet in 
mediocre western. 

‘Tonto Basin Outlaws’ (Mono). 











Just average Range Busters 
western. 

— 

marshal and 6 fairly creditable. 


Charles Ruggles makes something of 
the role of tavern proprietor while 
Allen Jenkins is okay as the sheriff. 
‘I Wish I Could Be a Singing 
Cowboy’ and ‘Somewhere on the 
Trail’ are best of the tunes. Bob 
Wills and his Texas Playboys band 
provide a sturdy musical background 
aided by the warbling of The Four- 
some. Frank Strayer’s direction is 
as good as the flighty yarn by Rich- 
ard Flournoy and Karen De Wolf 
permits. Latter also did original. 
Wear. 


Secrets of the Lone Wolf 


Columbia release of Jack Fier production. 
Stars Warren William; features Roger 
Clark, Victor Jory, Ruth Ford, Eric Blore 
Directed by Edward Dmytryk. Story and 
screenplay by Stuart Puelmer based on 
work by Louis Joseph Vance: camera, 
Philip Tannurs; editor, Richard Fantl. At 
Central, N. Y., Nov. 20-22, °41, dualed. 
Running time, 62 MINS, 


Michael Lanyard........... Warren William 
Helene de Leon.... 

Paul Benoit... ; 

Dapper Dan Streever 
Jamison...... aE Oy 
Inspector Crane.. Thurston Hall 
Dickens..... ee Te TC Or I 
Sn OC ONG, oo 5555icks ese 8 Vietor 
Bubbles Deeran......cscoeces Marlo Dwver 
SES (COMO... cc odnae noone Lester Scharf 
Benjamin Evans............Irving Mitcheil 
Dernara....... John Harmon 
Bob Garth. MeGuinn 


toger Clark 
Jory 
lore 


.Joe 





Latest Lone Wolfer is slick who- 
dunit fare, sizing up with the better 
ones in this popular series. It differs 
from usual mellers concerning 
adventures of Michael Lanyard in 
that Jamison, his subservient butler, 
is accidentally hurled into 





crrrrt. Tee Ruth Ford } 


Ke'sey ' 
Kilian | 


the | 


bit of mystery for a néat package of 
action entertainment. Monogram has 
cleaned up the multitude of faults 
that plagued earlier Keene starrers 
and at last has something to offer 
both exhib and patron. 


Slim Andrews, the moustached 
beanpole whose feeble attempts at 
comedy have heretofore sickened the | 
true western faithful, has been cast 
in a lesser role more worthy of his 
dubious talents. Sugar Dawn, the 
bucolic Shirley Temple, similarly has 
been whittled down to size. These 
moves, plus the addition to the cast | 
of Frank Yaconelli, as Keene’s comic | 
Mexican sidekick, make for better 
entertainment. 

Story, by Robert 
Frank Kavanaugh, has Jimmy | 
Aubrey shot and supposedly | 
murdered by Tom Seidel and Earle 
Douglas, hirelings of Ken Duncan, 
Aubrey’s half brother. Duncan then 
frames a phoney will so he can claim 
Aubrey’s property to pay off gamb- 
ling debts and feather his own nest. | 

Aubrey’s daughters, Betty Miles | 
and little Sugar Dawn, are ordered | 
to clear out and their cattle are 
taken to Duncan’s spread. Enter | 
Keene and Yaconelli. Keene gets the | 
cattle back by producing a bill of 
sale for them, then thwarts an at- 
tempt on his life by Gene Alsace, a 
bowlegged baddie whom Keene once 
befriended. Climax is neatly built 
with an exciting gun duel between | 
Keene and Duncan and their re-| 
spective henchmen, 

Keene, who Icoks more than a 
little like Bob Burns, executes a 
winning performance, though a little 
more forceful delivery of his lines is | 
to be desired. Yaconelli, to Keene 
what Chris-Pin Martin is to Hop- 
along Cassidy, comes out with a good 
job. Betty Miles is only so-so as the 
girl. 

Production mounting is good and 
direction by producer-megger Robert 
Tansey keeps things moving. Other 





Emmett and 








technical work is above par. Art. 
. . 
Billy the Kid Wanted 
Producers Roleasine Corp. release’ of 
Sigmund Neufeld production. Stars Buster 
} Crabbe; features Al St. John, Dave O’Brien. 
| Directed by Sherman Scott Original 
creenplay Fred Mvyion; camera, Jack 
Greenhalch: editor, Holbrook N. Todd At 
New York, N. Y., ek Nov. 19, ‘41, | 
dualed Running time: 62 MINS, | 
| By BRS TRA: <vchccsct esse .Buster Crabbe | 
Ns + ado SNS bah ake ack eae Al St. John | 
Sha hs sakes ns ob arus Gace pale Dave O'Brien | 
1 ee Pee Pree ee eee Glen Strange | 
BAUNGETH< on ccccces Charles King } 
heriff Slim Whitaker 
Pe ao .696600% .Haeward Masters 
SS cs a: kk bl be Bea ncaa oe .Choti Sherwood 
Child eet err er ” Nowfield } 
Storekeeper....... be eenebeeed Bud Buster | 
Bart Cvsndee es 066.0 es has ..Frank Ellis | 
pee tae s 
| 
‘Billy the Kid Wanted,’ latest in | 


enact- | 


ment of the Wolf's sleuthing duties | 


for a quaint twist. It’s a novel 
switch. ‘Secrets of 
sturdy supporting fare on dual set- 
ups. 

Lanyard is called in by the gen- 
darmes’ inspector to advise on how 
to prevent the theft of the Napoleon 
jewels from a recently arrived steam- 
ship. While attempting to tip the 
police on how gem thieves might 
cop the priceiess jewels, Jamison is 
tricked into a huddle of international 
jewelry robbers. They insist he is 
the Lone Wolf and want to cut him 
in on the Napoleonic purloining job. 


| role, although 


Jamison finally accepts his new | 
role but leads the thieves to Lan- 
yard’s apartment where the real 


Wolf carries on and tries to thwart 
the theft. He is too late, but sub- 
sequently retraces his step to the 
boat moored in the harbor, where he 
ultimately uncovers the hiding place 
of the gems and traps the real rob- 
ber. 

Director Edward 


I'mytryk paced 


Lone Wolf’ is} : 
| in the title role. 


i|Kid a stalwart character who's 
lalways aiding the downtrodden. 
Here he aids homesteaders being 


| before getting 


the plot with a nice balance between | 


light comedy moments, a touch of 
sex and suspense. He didn’t make 
the story ramifications so mysterious 
his auditors lose interest. Richard 
Fantl contributed neat editing while 
Philip Tannura’s photography is note- 
worthy. 

Warren William continues as the 
glib Michael Lanyard. Ruth Ford 
is the mysterious beauty aboard the 
boat, but Marlo Dwyer, as gun-moll 


of the international gem syndicate, 
thefts femme honors beyond all 
doubt. Should be heard from in the 
future. Eric Blore, as Jamison, is 


the ideal butler, as ever, additionally 
handling the added duty of emulat- 
ing the Wolf when forced into it. 
Support was well picked Wear 


Riding the Sunset Trail 


Monogram release of Robert Tansey pro- 
duction. Stars Tom Keene; features Betty 
Miles. Directed by ‘Tansey 
Robert Emmett and Francis 
camera, Marcel Le Picard; 
Sanucci; editor, Fred Bain. 
Colonia] Theatre, Lincola 
'4), dual. Running time, 56 MINS. 
Tom Sterling..... ie eK es .Tom 
Betty Dawson.......... ....Betty Miles 
Lopez Mendoza........+. .Frank Yaconelli 
Sugar * Dawn Sugar Dawn 
Jasper Raines............: Slim Andrews 
Jay Lynch... .-cccccccscsses Ken Duncan 
Tabs Little... ..rsccsecccecs ...Fred Hoose 
WOSSGE DOOR... cccccotcovcesess Gene Alsace 
Bronco West. ...ccvccesccsssssss Tom Seidel 
Drifter Smith..... Earle Douglas 
Sheriff Hays.............--....Tom London 
eee PPETETULUL TL Eee James Sheridan 
Jim Dawson Aubrey 


Kavanaugh; 
music, Frank 
Reviewed at 


Neb Nov 21, 


Keene 


see eereeres 





..-Jimmy 


Quality merchandise in this newest 
Tom Keene western. trirnmed with a 


Screenplay, | 


_ber in the generally successful string. 


recent string of Billy the Kid west- 
erns, is routine fare. It looks like it 
might be the start of a series from 
this producer, with Buster Crabbe 
It has mild cowboy 
heroics and is lukewarm for lower 
half of dual setup. 

Per usual, story makes Billy the 





gypped by a land racketeer. 

Story along haphazardly 
to the meat of the 
plot. Only the comedy antics of | 
Al St. John help save its early 
draggy moments. 

Crabbe fits nicely into the title 
not looking particu- 
larly like a cowpuncher. Dave 
O’Brien is the Béilly’s sidekick. | 
Charles King heads the support. Joe 
Newfield, child player, has a worth- | 
while bit. Wear. 


ambles 


| tinued 


° 
Tonto Basin Outlaws 
(ONE SONG) | 
Monogram release of George Weeks pro- 
duction Siars Corrigan, John King, | 
Max Terhut Dit ed by S. Roy Luby; 
creenplay Earle Snel camera, Robert 
Cline: music, Frank Sanu ; editor, Roy 
Claire Rev ved at =«§-« Colonial Lineoln, 
Ne N 1 1 jual. Running time, 60 
MINS. 
Crash P . : ; .Ray Corrigan 
Dusty rere iadbeens John King 
AMIDE. .ccccceves Max Terhune | 
| Serre ee cake bn Jan Wfley 
VM Ir am Coffin 
Stark eee . se ose iamun Cobb 
in Ted M ) 
Brown Art Fowler 
_. rrr rre err ry ; irl Mathews 
Captair eccceeen ' Reed Howe: 
Editor Rex Lease 
Photographer........ Ed Peil, Sr 
t I el rT Budd Buster 
Just another western is this 


month’s Range Buster release. Mon- 
ogram’s trusty trio is set up here as 
Wyoming cowpunchers who enlist as | 
members of Teddy Roosevelt’s Rough | 
Riders, but are sent back to the | 
prairies to help round up a band of | 
rustlers stealing government cattle. | 
Exhibs will find ‘Tonto’ a satisfac- | 
tory but scarcely outstanding num- 


] 
i 
of 


Ray ‘Crash’ Corrigan, leader 
the crew, masquerades as a job- 
seeker to cover 


his actual mission. | 
Crook Tristram Coffin, an oldtime | 
chum of Corrigan’s, gives him a job | 


as manager of the local hostelry. | 
Meanwhile, John ‘Dusty’ King and 
|Max ‘Alibi’ Terhune, other two- 


|'thirds of the combine, go about the 


| badly 


business of smelling out the rustlers. 
Script, credited as an Earle Snell | 
original, wanders off base pretty 
from there on out, injecting 
characters like Jan Wiley, as society 
ed of a Denver paner. who talks her 


| aminations yesterday 


| by him at 
| abandoned 


| future 


| nate in 


boss into letting her cover the 
rustling episode since the male mem- 
bers of the staff are all off at war. 
There’s the full quota of fisticuffs 
and lead slinging but, generally, it’s 
pretty well done. 


King, a talented warbler, chirps 
‘Cabin of My Dreams’ creditably. 
Terhune’s ventriloquism measures up 
to previous standards. 

No department is worth singling 
out for praise. Production is aver- 
age and direction by S. Roy Luby is 











spotty. Art. 
Chaplin 
Continued from page 4 
pure escapist entertainment de- 


signed for laughs. And the laughter 
is sprinkled through a film rooted in 
the old, old story of the battle for 
survival.’ 

Chaplin says he can’t adequately 
describe the picture as it is now with 
sound; that it really has to be seen 
to be understood and enjoyed. 


Promises New Technique 


‘When you see “The Gold Rush’ 
with this new technique in story- 
telling you'll be surprised,’ he 
promises. 


Chaplin says he is also entertain- 
ing the idea of re-fashioning ‘The 
Circus’ with sound. 

The music is being recorded by a 
100-piece orchestra under Max 
Terr's direction. Terr was assistant 
to Meredith Willson during the 
music recording on ‘Dictator.’ Al- 
most all of the music will be Chap- 
lin’s, although snatches of the 
classics will also be interpolated. A 
corps of arrangers has been follow- 
ing the comedian about for weeks. 
As Chaplin hums, the arrangers get 
the music down on paper. A few 
sound effects are also being put in, 
such as gunshots, a snow storm and 
the wind. There will be no special 


| introduction to explain how Chaplin 


has made the picture over. There 
will simply be a ‘narration by’ credit 


| added to the title. 


‘The Geld 


Rush’ was originally 
made to be projected et the rate of 
60 feet a minute. Chaplin tech- 
nicians have discovered that the 
negative now registers normally at 
90 feet a minute, the sneed of 
modern projection, and that no 


special prints will have to be made. 
Just why tis isso te technical men 
haven't yet been able to figure out, 
but everybody’s happy because it 
keeps down the cost of production. 


To Examine Chaplin 

Charles Chaplin will be examined 
before trial in California Dec. 18 in 
connection with a _ $5,000,000 suit 
against him by Konrad Bercovici, 
atthor, and the latter will be ex- 
amined in Ridgefield, Conn., on 30 
days’ notice. Judge John C. Knox in 
the N. Y. federal court set the ex- 
(Tuesday). 
Bercovici claims ‘Great Dictator’ 
was based on a story of his, written 
Chaplin’s request, and 
at the request of the 
actor-producer. 








N. Y. Indies 


Continued from page 7 











= - 
with anything but rose-col- 
ored glasses. Not only have priority 
regulations been felt already, but 
many fear absolute stoppage of busi- 
ness by some unless government re- 
lief is promptly forthcoming. They 
cite the recent estimate of the 
Commerce & Industry Association of 
New York, which forecast that 91 
manufacturing firms in the N. Y. 
area would have to shut down within 
the next 12 weeks 
have been cut off b: 
tions. 


because supplies 
priority regula- 


Where some areas may be able to 
balance the shutdown of plants 
caused by priorities with the con- 
expendi for yal de- 
fense orders, New York is less fortue- 
this regard. With 93% of 
factories in this area threatened by 
curtailment via priorities, this shut- 
down and resulting unemployment 
is likely to be reflected on down the 
line with salesmen and-clerks. And 
the 7% representing defense fac- 
tories will in no way compensate for 
the shuttering of these plants. 

Recent slight upping of scales by 
Loew and RKO circuits in the 
Greater New York area is partly to 
get more from fewer customers. The 
increases, only a few cents or a 
nickel, with but a few houses rais- 
ing from 44c to 50c, are experimental 
at the present time, but Warner 
Bros. has gotten the RKO circuit to 
charge 40c mats, 50c evenings, for 
‘Sergeant York,’ ani under deals 
made with subsequent runs this 
same scale is to anpnlv 


ture nat 
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L. A. Revives; Powell-Loy Sockeroo |,,°"Y*#2428S™®"° Died With Boots On’ Bangup $20,000 


Ayres-S, Rand 13G in 4 Days 








itor, one at Fabian Paramount, fea- 


$31,000, ‘Falcon’-Target’ Big $25,900, | sso cco. nteeeces’.| Standout Film in Philly; ‘Target’ 7G 


lturing ‘Nothing But the Truth,’ and 





‘N Ge Ri h’S : 1G H () | ‘Forty Thousand amor a : 
her at L ”’s Metropolitan wi 
ever t IC urprise on owe ‘Honky. Tonk’ and ‘Down in San Key City Grosses 
' 


Diego.’ Sally Rand on stage at the 
Strand with ‘Three Girls About 
N 25 Town, and Mitchell Ayres’ band is Estimated Total 7 
Los Angeles, Nov. 20. B d ¢ doing usual 4-day average. Last Week....... $2,211,500 

Turke} Day celebrants and ijoosing roa Way rosses Estimates for ‘This Week sieaads tn Ah ontac: Wak thee 
of vanguard of Christmas day buyers Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55 oom ores, chiefay pret tune, wactuding 
and window shoppers plus sparkling ‘Belle Starr’ (20th) and ‘Moon Over N vy) , 
weather is keeping t!_ tills of first- Shoulder’ (20th). Uneverttful $16,000, N.Y. 


a 
vv 











Estimated Total Gross 











run situations fatly filled for entire This Week............ $418,200 [1 + week, ‘Caroline’ (RKO) and ‘Re-| Tetal Gross Same Week 

stanza. Chinese and State, tig (Based on 13 theatres) luctant Dragon’ (RKO), oe Beet Weer. « cccckcs $1,895,000 
Coast day-and-daters, corraled the lh lee amin eal Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55 )— = . 
biggest lump of combined coin, $31,- Total navies Same We ‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col)‘and ‘New (Based on 26 cities, 186 theatres) 
000, with ‘Shadow of Thin Man’ and Last Year.......... $409,500 York Town’ (Par). Opens today 

‘Polly” They figured on an eight- (Based on 13 theatres) (Tues.). Last week, ‘Never Rich’ 











ang back to Thursday openings to (Col) and ‘Pittsburgh iid’ (Rep) 2a| "Appointment -Bradley 


wk), satisfactory $15,000. 


a Aha “mas day biz with new pic- ‘Sucker’-Continental Met (Loew's) (3,618; 3040-50-55 )— Nifty $15,000 in Okay 


‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘Down San 








Par mount, with Skinnay Ennis iego’ (M-G). Strong $21,000. Last | 
band and ‘Skylark. i "$27,000. SiThe Revue Smash $12,600 — ‘Dr. Jekyll’ (MG) and “Tanks Mpls.; ‘Texas’ Hefty 56 


taker in town .., | Million’ (UA) (2d wk), good $15,000. 
Warners duo, Hollywood and Down- K C ‘Thi M ? D — ‘ ian) (4.126: 30-40- 
town, is fathering a combined $25,000 RAL.; Nn Man on a a Truth” (Par) olis, Nov. 25 
total, sturdy with — Te —-— and ‘Forty Thousand Horsemen’ (In- ' _Minneapolis, NOV, 0. 

and -larget we Lge nwo the RKO Kansas City, Nov. 25. die). Neat $23,000. Last week, ‘Sat. Thanksgiving weekend holidays 
Bg bP non wane oleae behind at Theatre row is in a “happy mood | York’ (WB) and_ short, ‘Minstrel| sent grosses off to a brisk start and 
scrumptuous ” $19,000, with ‘You'll | following the Thanksgiving day (20) | Days’ «WB) closed with first-rate} tere] be plenty to cheer about on 
Never Get Rich’ and ‘Texas,’ for sec-| starts in straight film houses and | $20,000. 








: -¢ 55)—| the week. In the money is the Or- 

sessi raude-fil “ning in two spots Strand (WB) (2,800; 30-40-50-55) \ 
One Sepmen. 1. We Friday. Top money is ‘Shadow of ‘Three Girls’ (Col) and stage show| pheum, with stage show headed by 
Estimates for This Week the Thin Man’ as bill topper at the | featuring Sally Rand and Mitchell) wiy) Bradley's orchestra and ‘Ap- 


ese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 30-| Midland and the Marcus Continental | Ayres’ band. Good $13,000 for four , 2 n®  Disamnaiitie alm 

44°55-75) Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G)| Revue with ‘Never Give a Sucker|days. Last week, ‘Blonde Singapore ia agg an : . prom suited = 
and ‘Miss Polly’ (UA). Potent Pow-| an Even Break’ at the Tower. Each| (Col) and Jan Savitt’s band, okay|is in ev idence for yla : 
ell-Loy combo boosting this site into! should come in with around $12,000, | $13,000, for same date. Started With Eve’ and ‘Texas. 
the five-figure division once aga ape, nines. Newman _— ‘Birth Estimates for This Week 
usty $14,000. Last week, ‘Ho of the ues’ is far off the pace Ail . 19.081 
Tao) ant ‘Small Town Deb’ (20th),| but ‘Keep ‘Em Flying’ solo in the Thi Man’ Sock $14 500 Aster (Par er 0d (900; 17 aa 
just edged under $7,000. Esquire and Uptown is bringing more In ’ Queen Murder Ring’ (Col) and ‘Ki 

Downtown (WB) (1.800; 30-44-55) | than favorable returns. Kansas’ (U). In for five days, fine 


—‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and “Target Weather on Thanksgiving day and ” ‘ . Wasteland’ (Par) 
for Tonight’ (WB). Heading for} Friday was fine, but snow socked Heads Breezy Indpls.; $2,000. ‘Secrets Wastelan . 





j i I J and ‘Sing Chorus’ (U), opened today | 
solid $12,500, with second picture] grosses Saturday. ‘ a G an wel HS ane ay | 
helping Last ‘week, ‘Blues "Night" |" 'Ratimates for his week | ‘Keep Flying’ Wham 136) :25). ‘rast week. secrets Lone Wolt 
(WB) and ‘Belong to Me’ (Col), $8,- Esquire and Uptown (Fox-Mid- roe 17S mig ee , 

500. west) (820 and 2,043; 11-30-44)— $1, in six days. 


; (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44-| ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U). Thursday Indianapolis, Nov. 25. Century (P-S) (1,600; 28-39-44 )— 
53) "All Money Can Buy’ (RKO). opening with Uptown getting better All —— ee et ‘Started with Eve’ (U) (2d wk). 
Thanksgiving opening sending this| play. Combo climbing to $8,800, first changed to atch } <stadagee SI a biz, | Greatly praised and still doing all 
one off to ake $6,000 on the week.) rate, and probably. holdover. Last | pening to ca . tea + ‘Thankagiv. right here after big six days at Or- 
Last week (5th), ‘Sundown’ (UA),| week, ‘Hot Spot’ (20th), so-so at Loew's reported hac Re mig pheum. Fine $5,000. Last week, 
weak $2,200. $5,500. | ing Day traffic in three years, head. | ‘Birth Blues’ (Par) (2d wk), big $4,- 

Hawaii (G & S) (1,100; 30-44-55- Mainstreet (Indie) (3,050; 11-28-44) | 1n& Shadow of the = : wed — 800 after fine $9,000 first week. 
75)—‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) (6th wk).| —‘Buy Town’ (Par) with John Boles | with Latins — I vi ag 9s hi oe Esquire (Berger) (290: 28)—‘He, 
Bumper holiday and weekend trade | heading ‘Hooray for Hollywood’ re- “_ y _—— — "iene "Em Fly. Virgin Man’ (French) and ‘Love 
setting pace for robust $6,700. Last/ vue on stage. Singer is only draw/!s the Indiana with ‘Keep & "| Life Gorilla’ (Indie). All right $1,- 








"A ri 7 *xpecta- | ing’ : ‘Mob Town.’ co 
eek, sli to $6,500. with $7,500, but not up to expecta-| ing’ and _ 000. Last week, ‘Pace That Kills 
wee, ees es (2.756; 30-44-55) | tions but better than recent shows. _ Estimates for This Week (Indie) ~ ‘Nude World’ (Indie), 
"Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and “Target | Last week, ‘Meet Again’ (RKO) with Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- mild $700. 
for Tonight’ (WB). Smash Thanks-| Vaude, slow $5,400. 40 )—‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and ‘Law 


‘ea : necures & Midland (Loew’s) (4,101: 11-30-44) | Tropics’ (Par). Average $8,500. Last Gopher -(P-S) (998; 28)—‘Texas 
giving ong er ars) Aaaden Thin Man’ (M-G) and | week, ‘International Squadron’ (WB)|(U). Sockeroo $5,000. Last week, 
a meiong . Me’ (Col) latter a| ‘Latins Manhattan’ (Col). Biz is|and ‘Father Takes Wife’ (RKO), so-| ‘Badlands Dakota’ (U), good $3,700. 
ithiccme banned off with $7.600. brisk, possibly topping $12,000, nifty. | so $7,200. Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 39-44-55 )— 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 30-44-55) | Last week, ‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G)|_ Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25- | ‘Appointment Love’ (U) and Will 
fares Island’ (Rep) with Duke | and ‘Three Girls’ (Col), light $6,500. | 30-40 —Keep ‘Em Flying’ (U) and| Bradley orch heading stage show. 
Ellington band heading stage show. Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 11- | “Mob Town’ (U). Terrific $13,000. Strong combo bringing ’em in. Fine 
N yy ushing traffic into house | 30-44)—‘Birth Blues’ (Par). Usual| Last week, ‘Appointment Love’ (U)/ $15,000. Last week. ‘Started with 
wage eed $15.000. Last week,| Crosby groove at $9,000. Last week, | and ‘Never Give Sucker Break’ (U),/| Eve’ (U), good $6,300 on six days. 
‘Doctor’s Don’t Tell’ (Rep) and ‘Lat- ‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) ran nine days | poor $6,100. : ; State (P-S) (2,300; 26-39-44)—‘Sky- 
ins Manhattan’ (Col), $8,000 for steady $9,000. Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40 lark’ (Par). Headed for plenty good 

untages (RKO) (2,812; 30-44-55)-—| Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 11-30-44) |—Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and|¢9 099 Lact week. ‘Smilin’ Through’ 

Pamsages 6 2) end “Tewne? —‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and ‘Unexpected | ‘Latins Manhattan’ (Col). Socko at art 
"Never Rich’ (Col) and “Texas’ (Col) | 77 ?s ; . ah 500. L eek. ‘Ci late Sol (M-G), mild $6,000, 

d wk). Holding strong on repeat Uncle (RKO). Fair $6,000. Last $14,500. ast week, nocolate Sol- Uptewn (Par) (1.100: 28-30)—‘Fem- 
(2 Ww for $9.200. Last week up| Week, ‘Father Takes Wife’ ¢#RKO) | dier’ (M-G) and ‘Three Girls’ (Col), Uptown (Pz 100; 28- 
Be oe eee rs with neat $15,000,| and “Parachute Battalion’ (RKO), | weak $7,000. inine Touch (M-G). First neighbor- 
among the lea Par) (3.595: 30.44-55) | Mild $5,500. Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,900; 25-30-| hood showing, good $3,000. Last 

ole nae ge ing ak Ukinney Ennis Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 11-30-50)— | 40)—‘International Squadron’ (WB) | week, “Hold Dawn (Pat )» first neigh- 
ithe fuente beply Facy candidate as| Never Give Sucker Break’ (U) with | and ‘Father Takes Wife’ (RKO) (2d | borhood showing, okay $2,700. 

band on stage. with $6000 bagged | 4: B. Marcus’ Continental Revue on| wk). Red $3,500 after lukewarm| World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44- 
town s topper, Rei geed a lj eee | Stage. Solid $12,000. Last week,|first week at Circle. Last week, | 55)—‘Major Barbara’ (UA), Heavily 
Thanksgiving Day, anc week. Sith | ‘Man at Large’ (20th) with George |‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) and ‘Man | advertised and exploited. Fair $2,500. 
000 for week. Last week, ivy | White’s Scandals on stage, sock $12,-| at Large’ (20th) ditto in second week | Last week, ‘Unfinished Business’ (U) 


are Mi AA cae oe ee | 600. after first playing Indiana. (3d wk), mild $900, 
stage 40 N » sla 4 Ds 9 ° } 


RKO (RKO) (2,872: 30-44-55)— 
‘Never Rich’ (Col) and ‘Texas’ (Col) | 


(24 wk). Combo of Astaire and | 
super western kept biz in satisfac- | v 
tory groove for $9,800. Last week, | -_ 

pair harvested plentiful $15,700. 

State (Loew-FWC) (2,204; 30-44- | 
§5-75)—‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) ‘ 
and “Miss Polly’ (UA). Cantering to| Here They Come Again—Abbott-Costello, Powell-Loy, Flynn- 
a few grand ahead of Hollywood | o f 
day-and-dater for a smacking $17,000. ‘ x C 3 ‘ 

Last week: ‘Hot Spot’ (20th) and de Hav illand and rosby In Top Features 
‘Small Town Deb’ (20th), hit $10,400. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
0-44-55) —‘Hot Spot’ (20th) and F 
oo: (UA). P Both rated good | It was a socko week in the film theatres. That upper where, with takings of 28G in Detroit; $18,000 in Frisco: 
downtown pix for satisfactory $8,500.| bracket Thanksgiving in most States, kids home from good in Kansas City, Seattle and Denver, a holdover at 
Last week, ‘Lydia’ (UA) and "Mar-| school and considerable of the military on furlough $13,500, after a new house record of $14,500 for the 
ried Bachelor’ (M-G), dismal $2,800. | VPC Atigg first week. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,286: 30-44-55) | combined to send boxoffice figures into highest totals William Powell and Myrna Loy are substantia] m 
—Hot Spot’ (20th) and ‘Sundown’ | of the season, so far. Some new features also showed ‘Shadow of the Thin Man’ (M-G), which is registering 
(UA ). Should come through with | their draft for the first time, indicating a not too seri- figures comparable to the best of the series. Standout 
big $10,000. Last week, ‘Lydia’ (UA) | ous letdown between now and Christmas holidays. in Boston, with $39,000, two spots; in Frisco at $20.000 

‘ arria ar > ’ a(? 5 y » neur < on em e a ® 9 ‘ ‘ ies , = ° be 5S, 1 S rs ; . 
and ‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G), $5,600./ Of the new ones, the week’s drumstick goes to ‘Keep and Los Angeles, $31,000, day-and-dated; equally good 


‘Em Flying’ (U), which catapults Abbott and Costello returns are reported in Baltimore, Washington, Provi- 


























‘ . 9 to the peak business in the first runs attained by dence, Cincinnati and Seattle. 
Keep Flying Smash ‘Privates and ‘Navy. They cracked the jackpot in De- ‘Skylark’ (Par) zoomed in Los Angeles to $27,000, 
ome 9 troit to the tune of $36,000, broke a Providence house and was good in Boston at 15G. 
$18,060, Prov.; Thin eg bgt atat ti ge landed solidly in Kansas City, Features longer in release than those mentioned in- 


| L clude ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), which is tabulatin runs 
136 ‘Sus icion’ 1156 With fewer bookings, but comparable grosses, as re- py number of weeks—sixth stanzas in bot’ Seattle and 
? Pp 2 ported by ‘Variety’ correspondents at key spots from _[ouisville and fifth in Chicago—Yank in the R.A.F’ 
coast to coast, is the first week’s showing of ‘They Died (20th), which had its Chicago opening at $47 000 
Providence. Nov. 25 with Their Boots On’ (DB), which slayed "em for smash; ‘International Squadron’ (WB) stil] potent: 
With the Thanksgiving’ holiday to | $50,000 opening week at the Strand, N. Y.; $24,000 in ‘Appointment for Love’ (U), and ‘Méltese Falcon,’ 
give the main stemmers a grand| a Smash opening in Washington, and $16,000 in Jersey showing unusual strength in Detroit and Los Angeles 
sendoff, all the spots are reporting| City. Starring Errol Flynn and Olivia de Havilland, Via teletype: ‘You'll Never Get Rich’ (Col) did a 
reat biz. Majestic with ‘Keep ’Em|! it appears a strong addition to the former's list of surprising $19,000 on holdover in Los Angeles. ‘Choco- 
lying’ is riding the . es westerns, “Dodge City,’ ‘Santa Fe Brail’ and ‘Virginia jate Soldier’ (M-G) singing to profits in Frisco, Wash- 
among the toppers are ‘Shadow of| City.’ ington an hi ‘. ar) 77 
the Bin ta Loews State Sue supiion’ «Sack Gratis nate onthe cigs mutters, wt Gat 
— A yey end "rou Be- Alfred Hitchcock’s newest release, ‘Suspicion’ (RKO), Was My Valley?’ (20th) finished its fourth week at the 
Sip. de i eye got away to a brilliant start, crossing the century mark —_ Rivoli, N. Y., to $29,000. ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) being 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— | at the Music Hall, N. Y., with $105,000 opening week; held back in Chicago first run until ‘York’ leaves the 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and ‘Unexpected | a terrific $23,000 in Boston, and excellent figures in State-Lake,. 








Uncle’ (RKO). Swell $11,500. Last| Kansas City, Denver, Baltimore, Washington and Chi- Numerous home office executive changes in New 
week, ‘Started with Eve’ (U) and_| cago. ' York has exhibitors wondering if it means better pic- | 
(Centinued on page 22) | ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par) is above average every- tures from Hollywood. 





Philadelphia, Nov. 28, 
It’s a double helping of turkey an@ 
trimmings for city deluxers. After 
a bullish week-end, hypoed by the 


grid crowds and those celebrating 
the ‘Roosevelt Thanksgiving,’ Alm 
row is getting set for a killing on 
Thursday (27) when Pennsylvania 
celebrates its Turkey Day officially, 

Biggest take of the week is th 
Earle, where a combo of ‘Night o 
January 16th’ plus Erskine Hawking 
and the Four Inkspots is turning the 
house into an annex of the U. §&, 
Mint. Also riding the golden beam 
are ‘They Died With Their Boots On’ 
and “Target for Tonight.’ Latter film 
is getting the benefit of smart pro- 
motion and kindly treatment at the 
hands of local dailies which are give 
ing plenty of space to this saga. 

Not faring badly but failing to get 
in on the big money are the two 
newcomers, ‘Started With Eve’ and 
‘Skylark.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303: 46-57-75)—~ 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (6th wk). Windin 
up its first run with a husky $9,00 
for six days. Only being pulled to 
ease jam on product. Fifth week 
netted bangup $11,000. ‘Little Foxes’ 
bows Thanksgiving (27). 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; ytd, 
—‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) (2d run 
(2d wk). Chalking up satisfactory 
$2,800 for six days of h. 0. Second 
run initialer fine $4,000, last week. 

Boyd (WB) (2,568: 35-46-57-68)—~- 
‘Started With Eve’ (U). Unexciting 
sub-par $14,000. Slightly better, 
| however, than sour $13,000 hit by 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) last semese 
ter, 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75 
—‘Night of January 16’ ‘Par) wit 
Erskine Hawkins and Four Inkspots 
in person. Sepia stage attraction ale 
most duplicating its record of last 
year by ringing up smasheroo $31,000, 
Previous engagement for this combdé 
was a house record-breaker with 
| $32,500 for a band. Last week’s gross 
for ‘Latins Manhattan’ (Col) and 
Artie Shaw orch, solid $28,600. 

Fox (WB) (2,425: 35-46-57-68)—» 
‘Skylark’ (Par). Just barely es 
house par with even $15,000. Las 
week, ‘Hot Spot’ (20th) cleared 
skimpy $13,000. ‘Birth Blues’ (Par 
preems tomorrow (Wed.) with mide 
night show. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Unfinished Business’ (U) (2d run}, 
Experiencing better biz than opens 
ing run with okay $5,200. Last week, 
‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G), fairish $4, 
300 for its second run. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,200; 35-46-57-68)~ 
‘Sundown’ (UA) (Ba run). Poor $4, 
000. Last week, ‘Belong to M 
(Col) paltry $3,500 for a second run, 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; a Se 
—'Died With Boots On’ (WB). Worlc 
preem of thriller netting sock $20, 
000. Unveiled even before tradée 
showing. Last week, ‘Unholy Parte 
ners’ (M-G) hit bottom with sad 
$10,500. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57)~ 
‘Target for Tonight’ (WB). Smashe 
ing through for fine $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Badlands Dakota’ (U), husky 
$6,000. 


‘THIN MAN’ $17,000 IN 
BALTO; ‘SUSPICION’ 166 


Baltimore, Nov. 25, 

Big Thanksgiving doings upped 
everybody hereabout with subsé+ 
quent biz also good, ‘Shadow of the 
| Thin Man’ is drawing them at Loew’s 
|Century, and ‘Suspicion,’ tied td 
;}vaude at the combo Hipp, is alsd 
;doing extra well, Rest of town 
| equally nice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17-28- 
| 44)—-‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G), Off 
{to bang-up midnight show Thankge 
giving eve (19) and holding up in 
rosy fashion to smart $17,000. Las? 
week, ‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) not 
exciting at $10,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17 - 25 - 28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Suspicion 
(RKO), plus vaude. Strong $16,000. 
Last week, “Texas’ (Col), leaning 
heavily on Charlie Barnet and orch, 
fairish $14,400. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
28-33-39-44)—‘Skylark’ (Par) (2d 
wk.). Holding nicely for good 
$19,600. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581: 17-28-3§e 
44)—‘Rise and Shine’ (20th). At- 
tracting okay $8,000, nice figure for 
this limited seater. Last week, 
‘Great Guns’ (20th), moderate $5,260, 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 17-28-40-44- 
55)—‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB). 
Drawing fairly steady for possible 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ 
|(WB) wound up sensational five- 
week run to record breaking $86,000 
for the 33 days. 
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‘Yank’ Walloping $47,000, Best in 
Forte Chi; ‘Suspicion’ 176, ‘York’ 
$16,000 in Fifth, Soldier’ 126 H.0. 


Chicago, Nov. 25. 

Business continues at a great clip 
in the loop, with the theatres on 
their greatest coin spree in months. 
*yank in R.A.F.’ smashed through for 
a walloping $47,009 at the Chicago. 
It’s a cinch holdover. ‘Scarface,’ 
banned here for years, finally opened 
at the Woods, Nov. 20, and looks 
good for $15,000, way over the usual 


biz of $3,000. 

‘Sergeant York’ is now in its fifth 
week of a smart run with $16,000 at 
the State-Lake and may go a sixth. 
Balaban & Katz will keep the house 
in a straight film policy and will fol- 
low next with ‘Honky Tonk.’ B. & 
K. has listened to squawks of dis- 
tributors that the Roosevelt and the 
Unitted Artists are too small for the 
bigger pictures, and that’s the reason 
for switching 2,700-seat State-Lake 
to straight film policy. ; 

‘Chocolate Soldier’ is staying for a 
second week at the United Artists 
for a nice $12,000. Palace has a new 
combination on its screen, using 
‘Suspicion’ as top flicker of a double 
feature with an excellent $17,000 in 
sight. This is up sharply from last 
week’s biz. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—International Lady’ (UA) and 
‘Niagara Falls’ (U). Holding for 
econd session, good $5,000 after 
appy $6,900 last week. 

Chicage (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) and stage show. 
Walloping $47,000, without any holi- 
day aid. Last week, Orrin Tucker 
band on stage was the main attrac- 
tion, with ‘Unfinished Business’ (U), 
big $45,000. 


Garrick (B&K) (900: 35-55-65-75) | 
-—'‘Never Rich’ (Col). This will make | 


it three weeks in the loop, nice $4,- 
500 after snappy $5,900 last week. 
Oriental Ciroquois) (3,200; 28-44- 
55)—Sailors on Leave’ (Rep) and 
vaude with Three Stooges headlining. 
Winning session at $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Flying Cadets’ (U) and 
*‘Beachcombers’ unit, big $19,200. 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and ‘Weekend 
Three’ (RKO). Opened Thanksgiv- 
ing Day (20) and heading for excel- 
lent $17,000. Last week, ‘Money Buy 
(RKO) and ‘Swing Soldier’ (U), out 
after a single session at poor $11,100. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘New York’ (Par) and ‘Badlands 
Dakota’ (U). Holding to great pace 


in holdover week, $10,000 after 
initial week at surprisingly fine 
$11,500. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55- 


65-75 )—York’ (WB) (5th wk.). Fine 
$16,000 after neat $20,600 last week. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
85-35-65-75) — ‘Chocolate Soldier’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.). Holding nicely at 
$12,000 following opening session at 
expectedly bright $17,100. 


OMAHA HITS TOBOGCAN: 
BUT BOWES FAIR $12,500 


Omaha, Noy. 25. 





Business dragging all over, even | 


Major Bowes unit, Joe Sanders band 
and ‘Night of Jan. 16’ at the Or- 
pheum failing to measure up, 
Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3.000: 20-40- 
55)—‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par) with stage 
ow of Major Bowes’ unit, and Joe 
anders orch. Fair at $12,500. Last 


week, Herbie Kay orch. on stage | 


with Brenda and Cobina, and ‘Ald- 


ich President’ (Par), better at 
14,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000: 10-30-44) 
» Unholy Partners’ (M-G) and 


‘Three Cockeyed Sailors’ (UA). Light 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Chocolate Sotdier’ 
(M-G) and ‘Smiling Ghost’ (WB), 
Only fair $7,300. 
Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40)—"Men in Her Life’ (Col) 
nd ‘Secrets Lone Wolf’ (Col), good 
4,200. Last week, ‘One Foot Heaven’ 
WB) and ‘Gay Falcon’ (RKO), fine 
$5,100. 
Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 10- 
-44)—Birth Blues’ (Par) and 
reat Guns’ (20th), with extra stage 
idnight spook show Saturday. Nice 
300. Last week, ‘Lydia’ (UA) and 
Way Please’ (Par) neat $8,000. 
te (Goldberg) (900: 25-35)— 
‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) and ‘Kiss Boys’ 
(Par) split with ‘Black Cat’ (U), 
Blackout’ (UA) and ‘Belle Starr’ 
: Good $900. Last week, ‘Pud- 
lin Head’ (Rep) and ‘Ice-Capades’ 
(Rep) split with ‘Parachute Bat- 
y (RKO), ‘Kildare’s Wedding’ 
M-G) and ‘Tight Shoes’ (U), fine 
$1,100. 
Tewa (Goldberg) (1,500: 10-20-25) 
—'Gaucho El Dorado’ (Rep), ‘Ring- 
side Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Mountain 





+ 


‘Kid Sante Fe’ (Cap), ‘Women War’ 
(Rep) and ‘Repent Leisure’ (RKO), 
‘Honeymoon Bali’ (Par), ‘Gun Jus- 
tice’ (Cap). Nice $950. Last week, 
‘Riders Ambushed’ (Cap), ‘Two Taxi’ 
(Col) and ‘Citadel Crime’ (Rep) tri- 
ple split with ‘Mountain Ranger’ 
(Rep), ‘Federal Fugitive’ (Cap) and 
‘Showdown’ (Par), ‘Aloma’ (Par) 
and ‘Beauty’s Sake’ (20th), good 
$1,100. 


FLYING 166 
FOR L’VILLE 


Louisville, Nov. 25. 


Thanksgiving Day and weekend 
zoomed grosses to a tremendous high, 
all houses turning ’em away Turkey 
day. Thousands of recruits plus 
football fans downtown helped. 

‘Keep "Em Flying’ is pointing to 
a terrific $16,000. Running close be- 
hind will be Loew’s State with ‘Thin 











| Man.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
| 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Birth Blues’ (Par) 
and ‘Among Living’ (Par). Moving 
|into second week of moveover en- 
-gagement, and third downtown 
| stanza. Not shaping up so forte, 
| fairish $1,800. Last week same pair 
drew okay $3,800. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and ‘Navy 
| Blues’ (WB). Attractive $1,800. Last 
| week, ‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and ‘Mr. 
| Jordan’ (Col), oke $1,500. 





Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) 
land ‘Latins Manhattan’ (Col). House 


turned "em away Thanksgiving Day. 
Rousing $14,000. Last week, ‘Choco- 
late Soldier’ (M-G) and ‘Girls About 
Town’ (Col), fair $8,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,100; 13- 
| 33-46)—‘Set. York’ (WB) 6th wk). 
House staff of the opinion York 
should at least be promoted to a 
lieutenant’s rank as a reward for this 
|long stay. Currently pacing for fine 
| $3,000. Last week, same pic excel- 
|lent $4,500. 

National (Indie) (2,400; 35-50)— 
‘Public Enemy’ (Rep and stage show 
‘Artistes Moderne.’ Currently look- 
jing in the direction of trim $6,500. 
|Last week, ‘Mountain Moonlight’ 

(Rep) and ‘Stop, Look, Listen’ stage 
show, fine $6,000. 

Riaito (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
| 30-40)—Keep 'Em Flying’ (U) and 
‘Mr. Celebrity’ (U). Abbott and 
| Costello right in there pitching, and 
pulling in capacity biz. Terrific $16,- 
000. Last week, ‘Appointment For 
Love’ (U) and ‘Swing It Soldier’ 
| (U), only fair at around $7,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40) —‘Look Who's Laughing’ 

‘RKO) and ‘Gay Falcon’ (RKO). 
Bumper biz _ here, _ particularly 
Thanksgiving Day, for swell $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Night of January 16’ 
(Par) and ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), 
|}medium $3,000. 





‘Heaven’ Just That At 
$3,700 in Dull Lincoln 


Lincoln, Nov. 25. 
Varsity with ‘One Foot in Heaven’ 
has both feet in the b.o. Rest of the 
| village is dying. 
Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15-20)—‘Shadows on. Stairs’ 
(WB) and ‘Riding Sunset Trail’ 
(Mono) split with ‘Gentlemen Dixie’ 
(Mono) and ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO). 
Weak $700. Last week, ‘Father 
| Prince’ (WB) and ‘Border Patrol- 
}man’ (20th) split with ‘Redhead’ 
(Mono) and ‘Basin Outlaws’ (Mono), 
nominal $800. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-30-44)—‘Appointment Love’ (VU). 
Just plugging along at $2,600. Last 
week, ‘Skylark’ (Par), ditto. 

Nebraska (C-P) (1,236; 10-25-30)— 
‘Small Town Deb’ (20th) and ‘Flying 
Blind’ (Par). Deep red $1,000. Last 
week, ‘Never Give Sucker Break’ 
(U) and ‘Men at Large’ (WB), mur- 
derous $900. 

State (Noble-Federer) (984; 10-25- 
30)—‘Law Tropics’ (WB) and ‘Un- 
der Age’ (Col). Staunch $1,200. Last 
week, ‘International Squadron’ (WB) 
and ‘Two in Taxi’ (Col), $1,400. 

Stuart (C-P) (1,884; 10-30-44)— 
‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G). Losing 
$2,100. Last week, ‘Started with Eve’ 
(U), strong $3,000. 

Varsity (N-F) (1,100; 10-30-44)— 
‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB). Near-ter- 
rific $3,700, despite weather. Last 





week, ‘Look Who’s Laughing’ (RKO), 


Moonlight’ (Rep) triple split with | robust $3,200. 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Nov. 27 


Astor—‘The Chocolate Soldier’ 
(M-G) (5th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 15) 

Belmont—‘The Forgotten Vil- 
lage’ (Steinbeck-Kline) (2d 
week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety,” Aug. 27) 

Broadway— Dumbo’ (Disney) 
(5th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 1) 
Capitel—‘Shadow of the Thin 
Man’ (M-G) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 22) 

Criterien—‘Keep “Em Flying’ 
(U) (26). 

(Reviewed in current issue) 

Globe—‘Swamp Water’ (20th) 
(3d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Sept. 1) 

Music Hall—‘Suspicion’ (RKO) 
(2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 24) 

Palace—‘Marry the Boss’s 
Daughter’ (20th). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Now. 19) 

Paramount — ‘Skylark’ (Par) 
(2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety.’ Sept. 10) 

Rialto—A Date With Murder’ 
(RKO). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 12) 

Rivoli—How Green Was My 
Valley’ (20th) (5th week). 

{Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 29) 

Roxy—‘You Belong to Me’ 
(Col) (28) 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety.’ Oct. 29) 

Strand—‘They Died With Their 
Boots On’ (WB) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 19) 

Week of Dec. 4 


Astor—‘The Chocolate Soldier’ 
(M-G) (6th week). 


Broadway— Dumbo’ (Disney) 
(6th week). 

Criterion—Keep ‘Em Flying’ 
(U) (2d week). 

Paramount — ‘Skylark’ (Par) 
(3d week). 

Rexy—‘You Belong to Me’ 


(Col) (2d week). 
Strand—‘They Died With Their 
Boots On’ (WB) (3d week) 


‘Texas -0. Tucker 
$19,500 in Cleve: 
Suspicion 16G 


Cleveland, Nov. 25. 

Department stores are screaming 
about sluggish pre-holiday sales be- 
cause of fair, snowless weather, but 
it’s benefitting film row. Fastest 
moving article is ‘Shadow Thin Man,’ 
which smashed State’s Thanksgiving 
Day records, for a gilt-edged $18,500. 

‘Texas,’ riding with Orrin Tucker’s 
orch and Bonnie Baker, is gunning 
for another good score at Palace but 
|not approaching last week’s ‘Folies 
| Bergere’-‘International Squadron’ 
| mark. ‘Suspicion’ taking hold at 
| Hipp so strongly that it probably will 
| move into Warner’s smaller down- 
town Lake. 


Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
“Yank R.A.FY (20th). Shiftover okay 
|at $6,500, in second lap. Last week, 
| ‘Set. York’ (WB) nice at $4,500 for 
sixth round. 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200: 10-20- 
| 35)—“Unfinished Business’ (U) (2d 
'run). House switching into second- 
irunner for this stanza, but worth- 
while at $3,000. Last week, ‘Harmon 
Michigan’ (Col) and ‘Badlands Da- 
kota’ (U) (2d run), all right $2,600. 














| Cirele (Pollster) (1,800: 20-35) — 
|‘Niagara Falls’ (UA) plus ‘Great 
|}Guns’ (20th) (2d run). Pleasant 
$3,100. Last week, ‘Gay Falcon’ 


(RKO) and ‘Mr. Celebrity’ (PRC), 
| satisfactory $2,700. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42- 
55) — ‘Suspicion’ (RKO). 
subtle for this spot’s following, but 
Cary Grant’s name sweetening it for 
mighty $16,000. Last week, ‘Yank’ 
(20th) had tremendous pick-up on 
h.o., $9,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Texas’ (Col) with Orrin Tucker's 
orch and Bonnie Baker. Surprising 
upswing for slick $19,500. Last week, 
‘Folies Bergere’ unit and ‘Interna- 


Rather! inson-Jimmie Lunceford unit, $36,- 


The biggest Thanksgiving in three 
years, followed by fine strength on 
the weekend, is taking the Broadway 
total into high territory. Several of 
the larger houses brought in new 
pictures for turkey day and, as 
usual, the stage show theatres 
benefited from the out-of-town in- 
flux. 

Strand and Paramount, where 
bands are played, are both terrific. 
‘Skylark,’ with the Harry James out- 
fit, plus Ray Bolger, had the Par 
thinking New Year’s week was here, 
House finished the first week last 
night (Tues.) at a monumental 
$68,000 and the second starts today 
(Wed.). 

‘They Died With Their Boots On’ 
and Woody Herman has the Strand 
going at breakneck speed for a sock 
$50,000 and holds over for second 
week starting tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Music Hall also is goin’ to town, with 
a smash $105,000 seen for ‘Suspicion,’ 
which also holds. 

‘Shadow of the Thin Man’ looks 
close to $30,000, good for the stage- 
less Capitol, and a hoidover here is 
scheduled as well. Loew’s other 
Broadway house, the second-run 
State, found its vaudeville meant 
something over Thanksgiving, with 
a big $33,000 or thereabouts in store 
on the week. Show consists of 
‘You'll Never Get Rich,’ recently on 
a 14-day engagement at the Hall, 
plus Martha Raye and Jack Durant 
in person. 

Added impetus was lent ‘How 
Green Was My Valley,’ Rivoli in- 
cumbent, during the past week (4th), 
with gross through last night (Tues.) 
being sturdy $29,000, as compared 
with $26,500 for the prior stanza. 
Continuing in the chips at a remark- 
ably consistent pace is ‘Dumbo,’ 
which found the week over Thanks- 
giving a highly lucrative one at 
$31,000, while the fifth round now at 
hand looks around $23,000. 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M- 
G) (4th wk). With gobbler time 
helping, the third week through 
Monday (24) was good $13,700, beat- 
ing the prior stanza’s $13,500 by a 
few bucks. 
| Broadway (Disney) (1,895; 35-55- 
|75)—Dumbo’ (RKO-Disney) (5th 
wk). Sustained draw will mean 
about $23,000 this lap (5th), while 
fourth over Thanksgiving was $31,- 
000, very big. Remains indef. 
Capitol (Loew’s) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.26) —‘Shadow Thin Man’ 


(M-G), nome nicely, close to $30,- 
000, and holds. Last week, second 
for ‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Col), 


$18,000, rather light. 

Criterion (Loew’s (1,062; 35-44-55- 
75)—‘International Lady’ (UA) (3d 
| wk). Remained through last night 
| (Tues.) for two extra days into a 
| third week, with ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ 
| (U) being brought in today (Wed.). 
‘Lady’ did very nicely on its engage- 
; ment, first week being slightly over 
| $12,000, the second, with holiday aid, 
| $13,000, and the two additional days, 
$1,800. 
| Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55)— 
| ‘Swamp Water’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Holding up well for about $8,500, 
good, following very strong first 
week’s take of $12,000. Holds a third 
week. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 40-55-65-75) 
—Sergeant York’ (WB). Playing 
| here singly. Minimum scale of 28c. 
| was boosted to 40c. and the folks 
| are standing for it; also in the nabes; 
} good $11,000 is seen here. ‘Yank in 
R.A.F.’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Hurry, 
Charlie, Hurry’ (RKO) (ist 





| 
| 
| 


bad. 

| Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Skylark’ (Par) and, on stage, 
Harry James band and Ray Bolger 
(2d wk). Moves into second week 
today (Wed.); first through last night 
| (Tues.) was merry-merry at $68,000, 
j}among the dozen highest weeks 
scored here under the six years of 
| the pitband policy. Last week, ‘New 
| York Town’ (Par) and the Bill Rob- 


000, mild, but some coin for the bank. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65 )— 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and stageshow. 
Very fancy $105,000 sighted this week 
after ‘One Foot in Heaven’ petered 
toward the end, dropping to an o. k. 
but somewhat disappointing $83,000. 
‘Suspicion’ holds. 





tional Squadron’ (WB) lifted by 
great Thanksgiving Day trade to 
sockeroo $23,000. 


—‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G). 


sight. Last week, ‘Skylark’ 
also pleasing $13,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 30-35-42- | 
55)—‘Skylark’ (Par). Affable $5,000 
on moveover. Last week, ‘Birth of | 
Blues’ (Par), fairish $4,500 on simi-| 
lar shift. 


(Par) 





| Town’ (U) failed to excite, only $5,- 
State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) | 500, while final five days on second 
Going 
up like a balloon, smash $18,500 in| $5,000, oke. 


Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘Date With the Falcon’ (RKO). 
Opened yesterday (Tues.). ‘Mob 


week of ‘South of Tahiti’ (U) was 
Rivoli (UA) (2,002; 35-55-75-85-99) 


’ run) | 
went nine days, but got only $7,500, | 


Turkey Day Meat ’n’ Potatoes for N.Y.; 
Suspicion Smash $105,000, ‘Boots’ 
Great $50,000, Thin Man’ Fat $30,000 





Roxy (20th) (5,886; 35-55-65-75-85) 
—Week-End in Havana’ (20th) (3d- 
final wk). Coming down quite a lot 
to $30,000. . Thanksgiving fel! in the 
second week, being the 14th day, and 
it helped kite the gross to $45,000, 
very good. ‘You Belong to Me’ (Col) 
opens Friday (28), 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 28-44-55- 
75-90-$1.10)—‘You’ll Never Get Rich’ 
(Col) (2d run) and Martha Raye, 
Jack Durant, others on vaude show. 
Things are humming here this week, 
with the chances good that Al Rosen 
will report $33,000, or about that, to 
the h. o. Last week it was a differ- 
ent story with ‘Lydia’ (UA) (2d run) 
and Carm\ Amaya, Lew Parker, 
others in person, bringing $20,000, 
fair. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85-99 ) 
—'They Died With Their Boots On’ 
(WB) and Woody Herman. West- 
erns ordinarily do not go so well on 
Broadway, but this one, with Errol 
Flynn-Olivia de Havilland names, is 
lan outstanding exception; first week 
ending tonight (Wed.) will be $50,000 
or within inches of it, very socko. 
Last week, $26,000, light, was all 
that ‘International Squadron’ (WB) 
and Teddy Powell got. 


BOOTS -LONG 
BiG 246, D. C. 


Washington, Nov. 25. 

Virtual clean slate downtown for 
holiday (20) bills brought flock of 
boxoffice heavyweights to town. 
Leader is ‘They Died With Their 
Boots On,’ at Earle, pointing toward 
|sockeroo business for eight-day run. 
| Close to it is Loy-Powell ‘Shadow of 
Thin Man,’ at Palace, at nearly the 
same figure in seven days. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Capitel (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G), plus 
vaude. Best reviews Nelson Eddy 
ever had, plus his faithful admirers, 
adds up to excellent $20,000. Last 
week, ‘Hot Spot’ (20th), plus vaude, 
light $16,000 but led the town. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Yank R.AF.’ (20th) (moveover). 
Third downtown week and still hot, 
fine $6,000. Last week, 
Havana’ (20th) (moveover), rushed 
in without advance notice, thin 
$4,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Died With Boots On’ (WB), plus 
stage shows. Johnny Long on stage 
drawing some young fry, but Errol 
Flynn’s picture is marquee lure, top- 
notch $24,000, eight days. Last week, 
‘International Squadron,’ plus stage 
shows, so-so $13,000 for six days. 








Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)— 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO). Alfred Hitch- 
cock’s name as director helps, 


sizzling $15,000. Last week, ‘Started 
With Eve’ (U) (2d wk.), topnotch 
$9,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44)— 
‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO). Pulled 
after five days, tired $3,500. ‘Night 
January 16’ (Par) substituted Tues- 
day (25). Last week, ‘Maltese Fal- 
con’ (WB) (moveover). Excellent 
$5,500 on six days. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55)— 
‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G). Solid 
$21,000. Last week, ‘Nothing But 
Truth’ (Par), mild $15,000. 


Holiday Shopping Cuts 
Mont’]; ‘Tonk’ 614G, H.O. 


Montreal, Nov. 25. 

| Holiday window shopping is cut- 
| ting into grosses with nothing stand- 
out. Palace is showing ‘Skylark’ for 
i mild returns, not more than $6,500. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
| ‘Skylark’ (Par). So-so $6,500 in 
jsight. Last week ‘Lady Be Good’ 
| (M-G), about same. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘International Squadron’ (WB) and 
‘Body Disappears’ (WB). Pointing 
to fair $6,000. Last week, ‘Unfinished 
Business’ (U) and ‘Burma Convoy’ 
(U), same at $5,700. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (2d wk.). 
Sighting nice $6,500 after fine $8,500 
last week. 

Princess (CT) (27-34-47)—‘Woman 
Is Mine’ (U) and ‘Bachelor Daddy’ 
(U). Pacing mild $3,000. Last week, 
‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par) and ‘Among 
Living’ (Par), fair $3,000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Sundown’ (UA). Smart $4,000 ahead. 
Last week (3d repeat), ‘International 
Lady’ (UA), okay $2,500. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 30-60)—‘La Charette Fantome.’ 








—Green Was Valley’ (20th) (5th 
wk.). Goes into fifth week today 
(Wed.); fourth, including yesterday 
(Tues.), was substantial $29,000, more 


Likely fair $1,000. Third repeat 
‘L’Embuscade’ last week, weak ‘ 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 
30-40) — ‘L’Esclave Blanche’ and 





than the prior week (3d) when $26,- 
500 was registered. 


‘M’sieu Begonia.’ Good $4,900. Last 
week French stock. 


‘Weekend - 
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‘Keep ‘Em Flying’ Soars to $15,500 in 
Offish Frisco; Thin Man’ Robust 206 


San Francisco, Nov. 25. 
Heavy lineup of ammunition for 
the Thanksgiving holiday started 
Frisco biz smoking despite heavy 
competish from the first annual Na- 
tional Livestock Exposition, which 


pulled better than 130,000 persons in | 
Horse show-rodeo | 


11 performances. 


was capacity nearly every show, 
grossing better than $90,000. 
Strongest new entry is ‘Shadow 


of Thin Man’ at the Fox, with ‘Birth 
of Blues’ at Paramount and ‘Keep 
’Em Flying’ at Orpheum strong run- 
ners-up. ‘Chocolate Soldier’ is a 
disappointment at the Warfield, while 
‘Sundown’ is okay for the United 
Artists. Sole holdover is the Golden 
Gate with ‘Look Who's Laughing,’ 
where personal appearance of Gil- 
dersleeve is helping. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 
‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Sons 
o’Guns’ (WB). This one rolling up 
a giant $20,000, nice going consider- 
ing opposition. Last week, ‘Hot Spot’ 


$16,000. 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 


and vaude (2d wk). 
Pearv (Gildersleeve) appearing at 
all shows the first day of second 
week. holdover is rolling up a neat 
$14.000. Last (Ist) week, aided by 
one-day appearance of Edgar Bergen, 
which broke house attendance rec- 
ords, smash $22,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 


40-50) —‘Keep "Em Flying’ (U) and | 


‘South Tahiti’ (U). Abbott-Costello 
mean money for this situation: hefty 
$15,500. Last (2d) week, ‘Texas’ 
(Col) and ‘Latins Manhattan’ (Col), 
okay $7,200. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
50i—Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Parson 
Panamint’ (Par). Cashing in on ex- 
ploitation for a better than average 
$18,000. Last week, ‘Swamp Water’ 
(20th) and ‘Moon Over Shoulder’ 
(20th), average $15,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50)—‘Hot Spot’ (20th) and ‘Great 
Guns’ (20th). Moveover getting only 
so-so $4,900. Last week, moveover 
of ‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) and 
‘9 Lives Not Enough’ (WB), oke $5,- 
000 for third week on street. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1.100: 35-40-50)—‘Sundown’ (UA) 
and ‘American Co-Ed’ (UA). Satis- 
factory $9,200. Last (3d) week, ‘Ap- 
penenent Love’ (U) and ‘Broadway 

imited’ (UA) (2d week),. finished 
at neat $6,300. 


Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-50) | Fifth 


—‘Chocolate Soldier’ _(M-G) and 
‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G). Very mild 
$12,000, despite holiday. Last (5th) 


week, ‘Sgt. York’ (WB), terminated . 
sojourn | ‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and ‘Belle Starr 


profitable advance-price 
with socko $11,000. 


‘Suspicion’ Big $10,500 
In Denver; ‘Navy Blues’ 





Plus ‘Target’ Slick 96 


Denver, Nov. 25. 
‘Suspicion’ is 
business at the 
‘Birth of Blues’ 


its first week at the Denham. With 
stage show booked at the latter 
house it must be pulled. Fine tak- 


ings all around tips general upbeat 


for holiday week. 
‘Texas’ 


carry over at Aladdin and Rialto. 
Estimates for This Week 


Laughing’ Sock $13,000 | 
‘Thin Man’ 156 


j 
| 


| day 


| of 


35-40-50)— | 


| —'Belong to Me’ 
| Academy’ 
|Last week, ‘Started with Eve’ (U) 
'and ‘Burma Convoy’ (U) 


| 30-44) — ‘Look Who's 
| (RKO) and ‘Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep). 
| Sock $13,000. Last week, ‘Target for 
| Tonight’ (WB) and ‘Major Barbara’ 


garnering splendid 
Orpheum while | 
is running close to 


at Paramount also is ac- 
counting for a sturdy gross and gets 





In Buff; 


| 


| 
! 
! 





Buffalo, Nov. 25. 
Thanksgiving and the post holi- | 
weekend drove takings up to} 
stratospheric numerals. All indica- 
tions are for a session in which prac- 
tically all of the markers are at peak 
altitudes. ‘Birth of Blues,’ ‘Shadow 
Thin Man,’ and ‘Look Who’s 
Laughing’ are best bets. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55) — 
‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Among Liv- 
ing’ (Par). Slick $17,000. Last week, 


|‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) and ‘Unholy 
|Partners’ (M-G), good enough $12,000. 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55 )— 


‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th). Swell 
$15,000. Last week (40-59), ‘Sgt. 
York’ (WB) (3d wk.), final rubber 


. « | brought solid $8,000. 
(20th) and ‘Great Guns’ (20th), fair | 


Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45 )—‘Inter- 


| national Squadron’ (WB) and ‘Miss 
| Polly’ (UA). 
55)—‘Look Who’s Laughing’ (RKO)|; 2 


With Harold Last week, ‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) 


| and 
|run), sturdy $8,000. 


Most substantial canto 
in some time, over $12,000, strong. 


‘Aldrich President’ (Par) (2d 
Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 
(Col) and ‘Naval 
(Col). Clicko $10,500. 
(2d wk.), 
nifty holdover at $8,000, 

Twentieth Century (Ind.)—(3,000; 
Laughing’ 


(UA) (6 days), mildish $6,000. 





Powell-Loy Big $11,500 


Seattle Acer; ‘Eve’ 106, 
‘Hot Spot’ Sizzling 86 


Seattle, Nov. 25. 

While town consistently good 
over the holiday weekend, splitting 
dough evenly. ‘It Started With Eve,’ 
‘Hot Spot’ and ‘Shadow of Thin Man’ 
are the best money-makers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
(850; 30-40-58)—‘Birth Blues’ (Par) 
and ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO), former hot 
| release from Paramount, latter from 
Avenue. Wonderful $5,000. 
| Last week, ‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) 
and ‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (2d wk.), 
dandy $2,900. 

Coliseum (H-E) 








(1,900; 23-40)— 


(20th) (2d run). Sturdy $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Aloma’ (Par) and ‘Mr. Jor- 
dan’ (Col) (2d run), better at $2,800, 
okay. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 30-40- 
| 58)—Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
|‘Parson Panamint’ (Par). Wonder- 
ful $11,500. Last week, ‘Little Foxes’ 
(RKO) and ‘Flying Cadets’ (U), $8,- 
000, big. 

Liberty (J-H) (1,650; 30-40-58)— 
‘Sundown’ (UA) (2d wk.). Big $6,000. 
Last week, same film, $7,200, great. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-58)— 
| ‘International Squadron’ (WB) and 
| ‘Smilin’ Ghost’ (WB), hot from Or- 
| pheum. Solid, $4,500. Last week, 

‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (4th wk.), big 
$3,200, in six days. 
| Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-58)— 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Started With Eve’ (U), after a week | 
at the Denver. Nifty $4,500. Last | 
week, ‘Sundown’ (UA), good $4,000, | 
after week at Denver. } 
Broadway (Fox) (1,040: 25-35-40) | 
—‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) and ‘Un- 
holy Partners’ (M-G), after a week : 
at the Orpheum Fair $2,500. Last Detroit. Nov. 25. 
ee ae cae one With a holiday hypo, a price in- 
ws ak at Oeelenim ikea $2 750. crease which went in Thanksgiving 
Denham (Cockrill,» (1.750: 25-35- | Day and a nine-day stretch for the 
40)—‘Birth Blues’ (Par) (24 wk.).| bills, Detroit's first-runs are flying 
Big $13,500. Last week, ‘Birth Blues’ | high this week. The Fox is boom- 
(Par) broke several house records | ing along at a smash pace helped by 
to do $14,500. the premiere of ‘Keep "Em Flying, 
Denver (Fox) (2.525: 25-35-40)— | set off with personal appearances of 


*‘Navy Blues’ «WB) and 


Tonight’ (WB). Surprising $9,000, 
plenty robust. Last week, ‘Started 


With Eve’ (U) and ‘Secrets 
Wolf’ (Col), good $10.000. 
Orpheum (RKO) 


ed Uncle’ (RKO). 


2 


‘Texas’ (Col) 
Ring’ (Col). 


and 


Girls’ (Col), fair $5,000. 
Rialto (Fox) 


‘Target for 


Lone 


(2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Suspicion’ (RKO) end ‘Unexpect- 
Splendid $10,500. 
Last week, ‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) 
and ‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G), okay | 
$8,500 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 25-40)— 
‘Queen Murder 
Big $7,500. Last week, 
‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col) and ‘Three | 


(878; 25-40)—‘Sun- 


Abbott and Costello, Carol Bruce 
and others from film’s cast. Other 
downtown houses countered by open- 
ing or switching their bills also to 
Thanksgiving Eve. The nine-day 
' stretch, following a 12-day run on 
many previous bills, will round De- 
troit back to the regular Friday 
openings this weekend. 

| Michigan is showing strength with 
‘its double-header of ‘Birth of the 
Blues’ and ‘Big Store.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

| Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 40-55-65) 
'—Appointment Love’ (U) and ‘Three 
Girls’ (Col) (2d wk). This pair 


down’ (UA). after a week at each | moved over after five days at the 


Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Hurricane , 


Smith’ (Rep). 


week, ‘Never Rich’ 


week at each Denver and Aladdin, 
and ‘Gang’s Here’ (Mono), good §$2,- 


350. 


400. Last || 
Behe Csi) ater | vana’ (20th) and ‘Moon Over Shoul- 


for a nine-day stretch, husky 
‘Weekend Ha- 


Fox 
$9,000. Last week, 


| der’ (20th), also move-overs from 
' Fox, strong $7,000. 
Fox ‘Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 40-55- 


| 





‘Started With Eve’ (U) and ‘Swing 
It Soldier’ (U). Great $10,000. Last 
week, ‘International Squadron’ (WB) 
and ‘Smilin’ Ghost’ (WB), $10,000 
smash. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-50)— 
‘New York Town’ (Par) and ‘Glam- 
our Girls’ on stage. Robust $7,200. 
Last week, ‘Down Mexico Way’ 
(Rep) and ‘Citadel Crime’ (Rep), 
plus vaude, $7,100, immense. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-58) 
—‘Hot Spot’ (20th) and ‘Great Guns’ 
(20th). Slick $8,000. Last week, 
‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Chan Rio 
(20th), magnificent $14,700. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) 800; 40-50-65) 
—Sgt. York’ (WB), (6th wk.). Neat 
$4,200. Last week, same film, $4,500, 
swell. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)—‘Ladies Meet’ (M-G) and 
‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th) (2d run). 
Good $2,800. Last week, ‘Life Be- 
gins Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Forced 
Landing’ (Par) (2d run), slow $2,100. 


ABBOTT-COSTELLO HIGH 
FLYING $12,500 IN PORT. 








Portland, Ore., Novy. 25. 
Both Parker houses opened new 
strong shows ‘Thanksgiving Day, | 999. 


‘Suspicion’ Terrif $23,000 in Hotsy 





Memphis Sad; ‘Tarzan’ 
Only $5,000, ‘Unholy’ 46 


Memphis, Nov. 25. 

Football, foul weather and frail 
features are forcing the take to a low 
ebb this week. ere isn’t a hit fn 
sight. Strange after a month of lush 
biz. Warner coupled ‘Blues in 
Night’ with ‘Target for Tonight,’ but 
still is slow. 

Estimates for This Week 

Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) 

—‘New York Town’ (Par). Mild $5,- 








| disappointing. 
| 


| Palace 


000. Last week, ‘Never Rich,’ $5,750, 


State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G). Weakish 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Look, Laughing’ 
(RKO), $3,600, mild. 

(Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 
‘Tarzan Treasure’ (M-G). Okay $5,- 


Last week, ‘Hot Spot’ (20th), 


United Artists with ‘Shadow of Thin | ¢4 900, another surprising nosedive. 


Man’ after house shuttered a week | 
i 


| ‘Blues Night’ (WB) and 


for renovation. Film is doing well. 
Broadway has ‘Keep 'Eim Flying’ as 
one of town’s best. ‘Sergeant York’ 
is still taking a large slice on its 
third stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—Keep ‘Em Flying’ (U) and 
‘Burma Convoy’ (U). Terrific $12,- 
500. Last week, ‘Foot in Heaven’ 
(WB) and ‘New Wine’ (UA), very 
high $9,500, and mcved to Mayfair. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 35-40-50)—Foot in Heaven’ 
(WB) and ‘New Wine’ (UA), moved 
from Broadway for four days. High 


$4,500. House now legit for one 
week. Last week, ‘Sundown’ (UA) 
and ‘American Co-ed’ (UA), better 


than average $4,100 in second week. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 40-50-65)—Sgt. York’ (WB) 
(3d wk.). Still wowing ’em in third 
session for great $7,100. Second 
week smashed to $10,500. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 35-40-50) 
—Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Buy Town’ 
(Par). Smash $13,000. Last week, 
‘International Squadron’ (WB) and 
‘Aldrich President’ (Par), made big 
$7,300. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50)—‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G). 
Counting up to strong $9,000. Last 
week, closed for renovation. 


‘Boots’ Bangup $16,000 





In J.C.; ‘Love’ Meagre 8G | 


Jersey City, Nov. 25. 

Thanksgiving brought nice busi- 
ness to two houses, Stanley and 
Loew’s, but it didn’t help the State, 
still doing badly with ‘Appointment 
for Love.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 28-33-50 )— 
‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col) and ‘Mar- 
ried Bachelor’ (M-G). Good $14,500. 
Last week, ‘Dr. Jekyll’ (M-G) and 
‘Tanks Million’ (UA) (2d wk), mild 
$7,000. 

Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Died With Boots On’ (WB) and 
‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th). Neat 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Belle Starr’ 
(20th) and ‘Woman Is Mine’ (UA), 
fair $12,000. 

State (Skouras) (2,150; 30-35-55)— 
‘Appointment Love’ (U) and ‘Last 
Duanes’ (20th). Mighty thin $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Never Rich’ (Col) and 





' 


‘Man at Large’ (20th) (9 days), fine 
$12,500. 


‘Keep Em Flying’ Socko $36,000 For 
Det. Preem Week: ‘Tonk’ 106 on 6th 


65)—Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) and ‘Per- 
fect Snob’ (20th). With a world 
premiere for the sendoff and a nine- 
day pull, this is soaring to a smash 
$36,000. Last week, ‘Appointment 
Love’ (U) and ‘Three Girls’ (Col), 
choice $15,000 for five days. 

Michigan (United Detroit) 
40-55-65)—Birth Blues’ (Par) and 
‘Big Store’ (M-G). Started Thanks- 
giving, and will get sock $28,000 in 
nine days. Last week, ‘Maltese Fal- 
con’ (WB) and ‘Kisses Breakfast’ 
(WB) tucked on another $9,000 in a 
five-day stretch to bring in $26,000 
for 12-day run. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) 
000; 40-55-65) — ‘Maltese Falcon’ 
(WB) and ‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB) 
(3d wk). Pair moved here after 12 
days at Michigan, smart $11,000 on 
nine days. Last week, ‘New York 
Town’ (Par) and ‘Barnacle Bill’ 
(M-G), additional $5,000 in five days. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 40-55-65) — ‘Honky Tonk’ 
(M-G) and ‘Kildare’s Wedding’ 
(M-G) (6th wk). Expected to move 
out but spurted to $10,000 for the 
week started on holiday. Last week, 





(4,000; 


(3,- 





same pair took big $9,000 to grein y! 


this continuance. 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-34)— 
Tonight’ (WB). Good notices and 
campaign, but little apparent appeal, 
thin $4,000. Last week, ‘International 
Squadron’ 
anticipated. 

Strand (WB) (1,000; 
‘Birth Blues’ (Par) (2d run), three 
days; ‘Ellery Queen’ (Col). one day; 
and ‘Sucker Even Break’ ‘(U), three 
days. 


Starr’ (20th) (2d run), three days; 


$1,500, okay. 





‘Riches’ - Lunceford 
And Robinson $17,000 
In Newark; ‘Starr’ 1736 


Newark, Nov. 25. 
With Thanksgiving Day providing 
|strong starting business, 
| houses are heading for neat grosses. 
\‘My Life with Caroline’ and ‘Belle 
| Starr’ will grab a great $17,500 at 





| Proctor’s and ‘Skylark’ is going to | 


}earn $17,000. 
Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50-60) 
—Rags Riches’ (Rep) and Bill Rob- 
inson and Jimmie Lunceford’s or- 
|chestra on stage. Stage show is ex- 
pected to collect the house mighty 
$17,000. Last week, ‘World Premier’ 
(Par) plus Andrews Sisters and Joe 
Venuti’s orchestra, nice $16,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39-44) 
—‘Sun Valley’ (20th) and ‘Flying 
Cadets’ (U) (both 2d run). Fair 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Lydia’ (UA) and 
‘Whistling Dark’ (M-G), dull $2,800. 

Little (Indie) (300; 33-39-55)— 
‘Sins Bali’ (Indie) and 


; ‘She-Devil 
Island’ (Indie). Pictures will take a 


walloping $4,000, Little’s best busi- 
ness in 11 years. Last week, ‘Volga 
Volga’ (Artkino), poor $800, 
Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000: 
30-35-44-55) — ‘Skylark’ (Par) and 


‘Sailors Leave’ (Rep). 
last three days only. Fine $17,000 
expected. Last week, ‘New York 
Town’ (Par) and ‘Aldrich President’ 
(Par) (9 days), good $16,000. 
Proctor’s (RKO) (2,400; 28-44-55) 
—‘Caroline’ (RKO) and ‘Belle Starr’ 
(20th). Swell $17,500, due partly to 
vaude on Monday and Tuesday eve- 
ning. Last week, ‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) 
and ‘Unexpected Uncle’ (RKO) (2d 
wk), plus five acts of vaude Monday 
and Tuesday night, big $16,000 
State (Loew’s) (2,600; 28-33-44-55) 


‘Sailors’ on 








—‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col) and 
‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G). Fairly 
nice at $14,000. Last week. ‘Dr. | 
Jekyll’ (M-G) and ‘Tanks Million’ 


(UA) (2d wk), poor $10,000 


POWELL-LOY $13,000 
CINCY: ‘SOLDIER’ 746 


Cincinnati, Nov. 25. 
General take is at high level. Tur- 
key Day helped last week. Current 
topper is ‘Shadow of Thin Man.’ at 
Albee, ‘Suspicion,’ at the Palace. is 
next best, but below expectations. 
‘Sgt. York’ continues strong in its 
ninth week at the Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G). Big $13,- 
000. Last week, ‘Birth Blues’ (Par), 
climbed in last half to socko $15,500, 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 44-50-60)— 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (9th wk.). Holding 
strong for $5,500 following last 
week’s (8th) wham $7,000. Will hold. 
Family (RKO) (1,000: 15-28)— 
‘Spooks Run Wild’ (Mono) and 
‘Jesse James Bay’ (Rep), split with 
‘I Killed That Man’ (Mono) and ‘Go 
Collegiate’ (Mono). Average $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Latins Manhattan’ (Col) 
and ‘Secrets Wasteland’ (Par), di- 
vided with ‘Top Sgt. Mulligan’ 
(Continued on page 22) 





Hub; ‘Thin Man’ 


‘Target for | 


$39,500 for 2 Spots 


Boston, Noy. 25. 

Ritz Brothers with ‘Sealed Lips’ 
on the RKO-Boston stage are leading 
the way to the big money this week, 
but the straight film stands are also 
hotsy. 

‘Shadow of Thin Man’ is socko at 
the Orph and State and due for a 
holdover. ‘Suspicion’ is also head- 
ing for an extra stanza at Keith 
Memorial. Holiday (20) biz was 
tops all over. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-44-55- 


q 


65)—‘Sealed Lips’ (U) and stage 
show starring Ritz Brothers. Nifty 


$22,500, best biz in town. Last week, 


‘Three Girls’ (Col) and ‘Sweater 
Girls’ unit’ on stage, surprising 
$22,000. 


Fenway (M&P) (1,373: 40-44-55)— 
‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Among Liv- 
ing’ (Par) (both 2d run). About $5,- 
500, mild. Last week, ‘Weekend Ha- 
vana’ (20th) and ‘Great Guns’ (20th) 
(2d runs), fair $6,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2.900: 30- 
40-44-55)—Suspicion’ (RKO) = and 
‘Moonlight Hawaii’ (U). Hefty $23,- 
000, and holdover. Last week (6 





(WB), $4,700, better than | 


10-22-33)— | 
| 44-55) 


Newark’s | 


days), ‘Started with Eve’ (U) and 
‘Man at Large’ (20th) tholdover), 
$14.500, good. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 30-40- 
‘Skylark’ (Par) and ‘Glamour 
Boy’ (Par). Pointing to $15,500, okay. 
| Last weck, ‘Kildare’s Wedding’ (M-G) 





Sluff house having good week | and stage show with Xavier Cugat, 
for possible $1,800. Last week, ‘Belle | $22.500, disappointing. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-44- 


‘Burma Convoy’ (U), one day: and} 55)—‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Secrets Lone Wolf’ (U), three days;| ‘Naval Academy’ (Col). 


Plenty hot 
| at $22,500, and an extra week. Last 
week, ‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) and 
‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col), sagged 
| Slightly to $16,300. 

| Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 30-40-44- 
| 55)—Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Among 


the Living’ (Par) (Qd run). Big $10,- 
000 indicated. Last week, ‘Weekend 
Havana’ (20th) and ‘Great Guns’ 


| (20th) (2d run), same at $10,000. 

| State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-44-55)— 

‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Naval 
Academy’ (Col). Very staunch at 

| $17,000. Last week, ‘Feminine Touch’ 

| (M-G) and ‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col), 

| $13,400. okay. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 28-44-55) 


—Target for Tonight’ (WB) and 
‘Maxwell Archer’ (Mono) (2d wk). 
|Solid $4,000. Initial frame tallied 


big $7,800. 





‘Heaven’ Plus Andrews 
Sis-Davis Huge $31,000 
For Pitt; ‘Badlands’ 66 





Pittsburgh, Nov. 25. 
Biz is on the upbeat again this 
i week. Everybody got away fast, an- 
nual Santa Claus parade Saturday 


(22) brought a crush to every box- 
| office and with Pennsy Thanksgiving 


}coming up, it’s happy days all along 
ithe line. Andrews Sisters and 
iJohnnie Davis band are banging 
|away at Stanley’s upper brackets 


j}again with ‘One Foot in Heaven’ on 
screen. Film had a crack campaign 
and grabbed rave notices. ‘Shadow 
of Thin Man’ is geared for Penn’s 
best session since ‘Honky Tonk.’ 





At Warner, combo of ‘Ladies ifn 
Retirement’ and ‘Our Wife’ is giving 
that spot its best take with a double 
feature in more than a year. Twin 
bill of ‘Never Give Sucker Even 
Break’ and ‘Badlands of Dakota’ is 
doing the same for the Fulton. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton ‘Shea) (1,700: 30-50) 
|‘Never Give Sucker’ (U) and ‘Bad- 
|lands Dakota’ (U). A _ twin bill 
they’re buying and should crack 
$6,000, close to all-time hig for a 
j}dual at this spot. Helped, too, by p.a 
jlast night (24) of Carol Bruce, plug- 
ging Abbott and Costello’s ‘Keep "Em 
|Flying’ (U) which opens Thursday 
(27). Last week (2d) of ‘Great Guns’ 
(20th). five days got swell $3,800 


after $7,000 at getaway. 

| Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40-50) 
| —Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G). No- 
|tices were for the most part luke- 
| warm, but the Powell-Loy combo 
should easily grab fine $17,000, 
which will send it to Warner's for a 
h.o. Last week, ‘Nothing But 
Truth’ ~Par) all right at $14,000 but 
Slightly disappointing for Bob Hope. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-50)—‘Little 
Foxes’ (RKO) (3d wk.). Brought 
here after successive sessions at 
Warner and Penn. Will take in 
Thanksgiving day, which boost 
means at least $2,800. Last week 
(Sth), ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G), great 
$3,100. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-50) 
—Never Rich’ (Col). House played 
Astaire-Hayworth picture for one 
day only (Sunday), billing it as a 
pre-release preview. House avail- 
able through day off for ‘Life with 
Father,’ here on two-week engage- 
ment. ‘Rich’ played to capacity af- 

(Continued on page 22) 
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“OOH DADDY, 
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"AFTER YOU BABY, 
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“LOOKS LIKE 
YOU CAN GIVE 
ME A REAL XMAS 
PRESENT*THIS J 
YEAR,DADDY!" f 


*P.S.... it'll be 
“LOUISIANA PURCHASE"! 
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RAH-RAH- RAH... PARAMOUNT ! 
I'M GLAD THEY'RE ON MY SIDE. 


THE STRONGEST TEAM IN ANY LEAGUE 
UNBEATEN AND uNTIED / 
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Rev. Reacquires Atlanta Exchange; 
Finske's Ga. Huddle; Key City Briefs 


Republic Pictures has eee 
back the franchise agreement held 
by A. C. Bromberg, of Atlanta, cov- 
ering Georgia, Charlotte, N. C., 
Memphis, New Orleans and Tampa. 

J. R. Grainger, president of Repub- 
lic sales, in announcing the deal, 
said there will be no personnel shifts 
in any of the five southeastern 
branches, and that no changes of any 
sort are contemplated. 





Finske’s Atlanta 0.0. 

The first field assignment for Louis 
Finske, as executive assistant to 
Leon Netter, is to confer with Par 
partners in the Atlanta territory. 
He left Saturday (22). Finske, for- 
merly in charge of J. H. Cooper’s 
Colorado houses, was brought into 
the h. o. two weeks ago. 

Bill Jenkins, of the Lucas & Jen- 
kins-Par partnership in Georgia, is 
due in New York in a week or so on 
his first trip north in a long time to 
discuss problems relating to his the- 
atres. 





$200 Frisco Stickup 
San Francisco, Nov. 25. 

Police are hunting for two armed 
thugs who bound and gagged Frank 
Jenkins and escaped with $700 from 
the Granada theatre safe. 

Despite priorities, Thys Winkle has 
lined up a complete new front and 
lobby for his Ritz, Oakland. 

Opening date for Irving Acker- 
man’s Downtown now set for Dec. 
25. Eddie Skolak hopes to reopen 
the President with stage-screen pol- 
icy same time. Work progressing 
in both situations. 





New Billing 

Detroit, Nov. 25. 
Ben and Lou Cohen, who will open 
the Town with a vaudeville policy 
on Dec. 26, have announced that 
henceforth the house will be dubbed 
the Paradise. 
The Clay, 
Sam Korman, 


recently acquired by 

circuit Owner, with 
Reuben Goldstein and David Kor- 
man as partners, will be operated 
under the new name of the Apollo. 

Originally called the Marvel, 
Wisper & Wetsman circuit’s new 
house in Dearborn will settle for a 
plainer name, the Warren. 





Bob Gross to Milwaukee 
Milwaukee, Nov. 

Shifting about of Fox personnel | 
makes Bob Gross, formerly of 
Oshkosh, the new manager of the 
Varsity here, while Rudy Koutnik, 
erstwhile at the Zenith, replaces 
Louis Lutz in charge of the Palace. 
Lutz has been transferred to Fond du | 
Lae as manager of the Fox houses in | 
that town. | 


25. 





| 





R. & R. Add One 
Killeen, Texas, Nov. 28. | 
& Rowley have taken an 
option on the Texas theatre here. 
Deal will be concluded pending 
establishment of an army training 
station here by the 
Texas has been operated here for the 


Robb 


} 
government. | 


past 20 vears by Earl Massey and | 
his father. 

Jack A. Farr, for the past five | 
years manager of the Rita and} 
Queen theatres, Victoria, Texas, 


where he 
All Long- 


transferred to Texas City, 
will manage the Jewel. 
Griffith theatres. 

The Telenews, Dallas, formally 
opened here on Nov. 21 by Inter- 
state. Nathan Aronson named man- 
ager, Fred McFadden on publicity. 





Cincy Cinema Club Elects 
Cincinnati, 

Cinema Club of Cincinnati re- 
ele ted Rudy Knoepfle president and 
Pete Niland secretary-treasurer at its 
third annual meeting Saturday (22) 


in Variety Club "ent 3, Netherland- 
Plaza. New officers are Al Kolitz 
and Lev Bugie, vice-presidents. Di- | 
rectors include William Devaney, 
Milt Gurian, Irving Sochin, Ross 
Williams, Joe McKnight and John 
Eifert. 


Club is for the benevolence of ~— 
salesmen in Cincy territory. Its in- 
stallation dinner will be held Feb 
20 in Tent 3. 
being also affiliated with the Variety 
Club. 

Wegener’s Promotion 
Des Moines, Nov. 25. 

L. J. Wegener, manager of the Pal- 
ace, Burlington, Ia., named district 
manager for Central States to have 
supervision of 10 theatres in Iowa. 
He will continue to make his head- 








Nov. 25. | 


| contract, 





Par’ s Managerial Hypo, 
Free Trip to Hollywood 





All of the circuits making up the 
Paramount theatre empire are par- 
ticipating in the ‘Tribute to Y. Frank 
Freeman’ drive and each has agreed 
to send from two to four managers 
to Hollywood for the testimonial 
dinner to Freeman to be held there 
the third week in January. 

Basis of the contest, on business 
results during the campaign through 
to the first of the year, is being 
worked out by each circuit. 
Whether results shall be on the 
strength of gross or net, whether 
on Par pictures alone, etc., will be 
left to the territorial operators 
themselves. Winning managers get 
the trip to Hollywood, all expenses 
paid. 


Rink’s $26,000 Suit 
Against NSS Subsid 
Kayoed in Milwaukee 


Milwaukee, Nov. 25. 

After a jury in Circuit Court had 
listened for three days to a con- 
spiracy suit for $26,000 brought by 
Irvin Rink against Frank Fischer 
(former head of the Fischer circuit 
of theatres), Wisconsin Poster Serv- 
ice, Inec., and Advertising Acces- 
sories, Inc., a subsidiary of National 
Screen Service, Judge Gustave G. 
Gehrz refused a submit the case to 
the jury and dismissed the charge. 


Rink for several years competed 








|} with Wisconsin Poster in the busi- 


ness of buying advertising matter 
from the various distributors and 
renting it to theatres throughout the 
state. Then he sold out to Wiscon- 
sin Poster under an agreement 
whereby he was to receive $35 a 
week as long as they remained in 
business. When Warner Bros. and 
United Artists went into the poster 
advertising biz themselves, Wiscon- 
sin ster cut Rink’s weekly fee to 
$25, or in lieu offered to return his 
pares accounts, but he protested 


| and refused to accept. 


Fischer then sold Wisconsin Poster 
assets to Advertising Accessories, 
and Wisconsin Poster was dissolved. 


Rink then charged that a conspiracy 


had been entered into to void his 
but Harold Shapiro, legal 
rep for Fischer, contended that Wis- 
consin Poster had gone out of busi- 
ness for reasons beyond its control 
and demanded vindication for his 
clients of the conspiracy charge. 
Judge Gehrz ruled Wednesday 
(19) that there had been no element 
of conspiracy shown, and that all 


transactions had been legal and 
| honest. 
Rink through his attorney C. C. 


Foster put in a claim for $3,570, al- 
legedly due as back payments under 
his contract, and the court granted 


| him a judgment for $767.50, with in- 
| terest, and costs against the now dis- 


| solved 


most of its members | 





quarters in Burlington. 

A $35.000 fire ioss at Seymour, Ia.. | 
Nov. 19, included the Lyric and| 
apartments above the theatre. er 
of loss covered by insurance. 

Tri-States’ new theatre, the Illini | 
in Moline, just opened, combines | 
Illinois and Iowa since Moline is one | 
of the cities making un the ‘tri-cities’ | 
combo of Davenport, Rock Jsland | 
and Moline. 
merly of the Rialto, Clinton, Ia.. 
manager. 

Tri-States will send Harry Hols- 
berg to manage the Paramount. 
Omaha. relieving Dale MeFarland. 
promotion manager for Tri-States, in 
charge of reopening there. 


!'at Fort Knox, Ky., 


Wisconsin Poster. 

Arthur B. Krim, of New York, and | 
| Steven E. Keane, of Milwaukee, ap- 
| peared for Advertising Accessories. 


‘Brothers’ in Xmas Wrap 


With 
ward Small production for 
Artists going out for Xmas release, 
Monroe Greenthal, head of UA pub- 
licity-advertising, is sending proofs 
of the company’s ad and magazine 
campaign on the filmY under Yule 
paper wrapping. Full array of the 
UA effort in magazines and on ad- 
vertising matter is included in the 
large mailing. 

Advance holiday package is being 
sent to every large circuit executive 
in U. S. 





Vets Vote ‘Tanks’ Best 


Patriotic films committee of Dis- | 


| the most valuable motion picture | 
| contributi on to national defense thus 
ar. 

Warner was photographed 
in color. 


short 


‘Corsican Brothers,’ new Ed-| 
United | 


TESTING ‘VALLEY’ 


Ten Key Spots Outside of N. Y. 
Include Pa. Mining Towns 








First test dates for ‘How Green 
Was My Valley,’ outside of the Rivoli 
engagement in N. Y., start tonight 


(Wednesday) in Scranton = and 
Wilkes-Barre, which is the non- 
F.D.R. Thanksgiving eve in Penn- 


sylvania. 

Picture now is slated to open in 10 
key spots Christmas week. Idea of 
trying ‘Valley’ out at the two Pennsy 
spots was to cash in on the coal 
miner theme since both Scranton 
and Wilkes-Barre are in the heart of 
the mining district. 


Debate Value 
Of Nat'l Ads In 


View of Decree 








With uniform day-and-date pic- 
ture house bookings seldom feasible 
under consent decree, some of the 
majors have been making a checkup 
on efficiency of national magazine 
advertising as a medium for pre- 
selling pictures. 

Question has been debated as to 
whether magazine advertising is re- 
membered by readers until time and 
point of sale, considering that prod- 
uct is not being shown at the same 
time. 


U PUTS FLYING 
ON THE DET. MAP 


By HERB GOLDEN 
Detroit, Nov. 25. 

Abbott and Costello, Carol Bruce, 
Dick Foran, director Arthur Lubin, 
Air Corps officials and a contingent 
of newspapermen from New York 
played a part in the successful 
launching here last Wednesday (19) 
of Universal’s new A & C starrer, 
‘Keep ’Em Flying.’ 

It was ‘Keep ’Em Flying Day’ in 
Detroit by proclamation of the 
mayor and a number of events 
staged by U exploiteers provided 
plenty of reminders for the town 
that the pic was opening at the Fox. 
Major event was a rally on City 
Hall steps and a parade of jeep 
trucks, laden -with celebs, to the the- 
atre preceding the initial screening. 
More than 10,000 Detroiters were on 
hand to view the fete. 

Human interest highlight was pro- 
vided by the presence of Lillian Ko- 
dak, the ‘Miss Average Girl’ whom 
PM, New York daily, takes each 
week on an average gal’s dream trip. 
Wednesday night she sat, in a white 
evening dress, between Abbott and 
Costello on the back of a jeep. She 
was unquestionably the queen of the 
party. Thursday the pretty 22-year- 
old femme was again in white—back 
at her job of lugging lunches in a 
Childs’ restaurant on Broadway. 


Miss Kodak’s presence helped to 
offset somewhat the absence of Carol 
| Bruce, featured in the film, from the 
| jeep parade. She was confined to 
|her hotel room with a severe cold 
| during most of her two-day stay in 
| Detroit, but made a warbling appear- 
|ance on a halfhour Michigan State 
| NBC airer preceding the picture. 

Only thing to mar the exploita- 
tion campaign was incomplete co- 
| operation by the Army. Ajir Corps 











is tying in a recruiting campaign 
| with the picture, but ‘brasshats re- 
fused at the last moment to give 


their okay on some promised stunts. 
This prevented full realization of the 
spectacular campaign Universal 
planned. 


Dan Thomas headed the Coast ex- 
ploiteers who set the preem, while 
Lou Pollock, U pub-ad head, came 
‘in from New York with the news- 
papermen from there. 





YEA, VERILY 
Boston, Nov. 25. 


During the recent pachyderm-pois- | 
oning incident, Harry McDonald, 





Jerry Greenebaum. for- | abled Veterans of the World War) |New England RKO Theatres chief, 
iS| has voted ‘The Tanks Are Coming’ 


| walked into the publicity office, 
tossed down one of the news pic- 
‘tures ot the circus tragedy and 


| pointed it out as.an example of the 
| newspaper breaks reaped by ‘Arsenic 
jand Old Elephants.’ 


Taplinger Admits 


There May Be 


Changes in WB H.0. Pub Staff But 
It's No General Shakeup; Coast Also 





UA Not Switching Its 








| Despite the fact that the Ark 

Royal, giant British airplane car- 
rier has been sent to the bottom by 
the Nazis, United Artists will not 
alter its plans for distributing ‘Ships 
With Wings,’ which is framed en- 
tirely around this huge sea-going 
battlewagon. Attitude of company is 
reported being news concerning the 
fate of the Ark Royal bolstered in- 
terest in the film. 

Crew making ‘Ships With Wings’ 
went aiong on the ‘Ark’ during its 
heaviest sea engagements, with en- 
tire story woven about the ship. 
Stated that a majority of scenes in 


aboard the boat. 


Picket -Line Edict 
Jazzes Up Altoona’s 
Salute to Janet Blair 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 25. 

Only thing that marred four-day 
homecoming and civic celebration in 
Altoona, Pa., last week in honor of 
Janet Blair, Columbia starlet who 
was there for a p.a. in connection 
with her picture, ‘Three Girls About 
Town,’ was a strike at the Penn 
Alton hotel, where reservations had 
been made by 800 for a reception. 
A'though only 30 kitchen employees 
and maids were/out, they were pick- 
eting the inn and film actress and 
30 musicians and entertainers re- 
fused to pass it. 

Miss Blair said Screen Actors 
Guild, of which she is a member, 
had informed her it would look with 
disfavor on her attendance at the af- 
fair, so the site was switched to an 
Altoona night club where less than 
half of the ticket-holders, however, 
| could be accommodated. 

Miss Blair was Janet Lafferty 
when she left Altoona to sing with 
late Hal Kemp’s band two years ago 
and chose for her new screen name 
that of the county (Blair) in which 
her home town is located. 


GORILLA’S ‘LOVE LIFE’ 











Minneapolis, Nov. 25. 

Police authorities ordered the Es- 
quire, Loop sure-seater, to cease its 
front advertising of ‘Love Life of a 
Gorilla’ as one of its screen attrac- 
tions. 

For advertising purposes 
then changed title to ‘Life of a Go- 
rilla.’ 


Burlesk With Pix Policy 
Gets Manager Pinched 


Spokane, Nov. 25. 
George Featherstone, manager of 








the Rex, was placed under arrest 
charged with running an indecent 
| show. The Rex has been run- 


burlesque in connection with 
and has been quite success- 


| ning 
| pictures, 
ful. 

It’s the first attempt at that type 
of entertainment here in years. 

é ? bl Ball 
Dumbo’ Circus Bally 
Possibilities for going circusy on 
‘Dumbo’ were demonstrated last | 
week at the Palace, Stamford, Conn. 
Neil Welty, city manager for Stam- 
ford Theatres, Inc, which operates | 
the house, 
day to call public attention to that 

angle of the film. 
Campaign took 
parade, headed by 
| Legion fife and drum corps, 
merchants chipping in for 
| given best costumes worn. Sideshow 
barkers and clowns were employed 
jon the street bally. 
| For the preem the theatre marquee | 
|was decked out in a canvas array 
'representing a circus tent front. 
| Official representative of Disney 
merchandise, the Miller store, used 
toy department to bally picture. 





in a_ torchlight 
the American 





Ark Royal Pic Plans 


picture actually were photographed | 


NIXED BY MPLS. COPS| 


house | 


staged a _ typical circus | 


with | 
prizes | 


+ 
| 


Possibility of changes in Warner 
Bros.’ homeoffice publicity staff was 
acknowledged last week by Bob Tap- 


linger, new chieftain, although he 
denied that any general shakeup is 
in the wind. Departure of three 
members of the press crew last 
week added fuel to general sup- 
position in the trade that widespread 
switches are to be expected. 


Morale of junior execs and lesser 
employees in the publicity depart- 
ment has been shaken by fears of 
a new broom sweeping clean, al- 
though Taplinger declared that any 
changes which do take place in the 
interest of greater efficiency won't 
be sudden, but over a period of 
months, 


Staff and outsiders are also cog- 
nizant of circumstances surrounding 
Taplinger’s appointment to the new 
post of national publicity director 
after serving as top studio flack for 
four years. Taplinger got into a 
battle with Jack Warner and Hal 
Wallis. making it too uncomfortable 
all around for him to remain at the 
studio. S. Charles Einfeld, v.p. in 
charge of publicity-advertising, who 
sponsored Taplinger, refused to see 
him depart the organization alto- 
gether and succeeded in having cre- 
ated for him the new post of na- 
tional publicity director, operating 
out of the h.o. 

Although Mort Blumenstock, east- 
ern advertising-publicity director, 
was given a ‘national’ title, before 
Taplinger’s shift east, a bit of 
strained atmosphere exists. In turn, 
Joe Bernhard, newly created v.p. 
and g.m. of WB, is close to Blumen- 
stock and has always been the lat- 
ter’s mentor. 


Einfeld Back West 


Changes in the studio press staff 
are also expected. Ejinfeld returned 
to the Coast last week after two 
months in the east and immediately 
went into a huddle with studio execs 
and Alex Evelove, Taplinger’s for- 


mer assistant, who succeeded to his 
job. 
The Warner brothers hope that 


out of al) this finally will be dis- 
tilled a better department than ever, 
with work more concentrated and 
subdivided. It is hoped to give ex- 
hibs quicker and more personal 
service and cooperate more closely 
with them on individual bookings. 
Closer coordination of studio and 
New York publicity departments is 
also an aim. 

Departures from the h.o. 





staff last 


} ‘ ‘ 

| week included Jerry Lewis, general 
{newspaper and magazine contact 
man, He resigned of his own ac- 


cord, although behind it was his feel- 
ing that he might not be happy in 
the new setup. He has gone to 
Hollywood to do mag writing from 
there. 

Another voluntary departure was 
| that of Henry Sember, -who is going 
on the road with Herman Shumlin’s 
Ethel Barrymore starrer, “The Corn 
| Is Green.’ Third defection from the 
staff was Harold Farkas, photo idea 


man. 
| 
} 


‘LARGEST’ FAMILY (23) 
CUFFOED TO ‘HEAVEN’ 


Nov. 





Portland, Ore., 25. 


Manager ‘Bill’ McCurdy of the 
Broadway theatre gave a big party 
one night. He ran an ad under the 
| ‘Wanted’ column of local paper for 


couple with largest family in burg to 
be his guests at eve performance of 
‘One Foot in Heaven.’ 

McCurdy says many families of six 
| or seven turned up, but prize went 
to family of 23—all viewing the pic- 
ture as the theatre’s guests. 





| 


| U’s Exploitation Hypos 





Sid Davidson, who arrived in New 
York last week to direct field ex- 
_ploitation on ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ for 
| Universal, is scheduled to remain 
'enst to handle special exploitation 
campaign on ‘Hellzapoppin.’ 

Universal currently has a force of 
21 field exploitation men on ‘Flying,’ 
largest staff employed by the com- 
pany in years. 
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Possible Shorts Upbeat Narrows Down 
To Provisional Sales, Prod. of Duals 





¥ 


Battle to restore shorts to some- 
thing of their former stature is sim- 
mering down to two angles: (1) 


what major companies are going to 
do about replacing ‘B’ pictures with 
shorts and (2) the degree that duals 
are curtailed via Consent Decree 
selling. Both are wrapped up on the 
double-feature situation, with argu- 
ments over duals continuing in vari- 
ous parts of U. S. 

Some showmen continue to be con- 
vinced that only economic pressure, 
forcing major producers to supplant 
the bulk of present minor, double- 
features with stronger shorts, will 
work any material curb on dualing. 


May Curb Programmers 


While admitting this likely would 
be the most definite way to curtail 
dualings, others in the trade en- 
vision the possibility of the Consent 
Decree sales cutting into the amount 
of double-featuring. If Decree ma- 
jors are unable to sell their original 
blocks of 3-to-5 features and have 
to break them up, with exhibitors 
going only for the stronger pictures 
in each block, the yen to make pro- 
grammers may be materially cur- 
tailed. Thus, it will enable the 
smaller exhibitor to fill out their 
programs with better shorts. 


Such a development is difficult for 
hard-boiled industry veterans to 
visualize but shorts advocates admit 
that stranger things have happened 
in the film business, At the same 
time, majority in the business be- 
lieve little will be accomplished on 
double-features until major produc- 
ers reduce the number of features 
made annually. 


*‘York’s’ Experiments 


Recent experiments with ‘Sergeant 
York,’ which is being used with 
shorts rather than a second feature, 
and the experience with 
Kane’ may bring repercussions on 
the production front. Glaring ex- 
ample of ‘Kane,’ which was play- 
dated with a second feature, may 
have the greatest reaction because of 
the slow turnover. On percentage, 
this, of course, meant smaller grosses 
in numerous spots played. With 
*York,’ the two-reel short teamed 
with the feature gave the program 


the normal running time, and en- | 


abled the theatre to get its custo- 


mers. in and out for maximum turn- 
over. 





———EEE 


| Actors On Wax 


Continued from page 1 





= 














due to his being ill, John Barrymore 
was finally set to cut eight 12-inch 
sides of various speeches 
Shakespeare’s works. He’ll do the 
‘Hamlet Scliloquy,’ etc. 

Nancy Walker, singing comedian 
now in ‘Best Foot Forward,’ musical 


‘Citizen 


from | 


Jewel's ‘Forgotten’ 
Title Suit Vs. Par 


A suit by Jewel Productions, Inc., 
against Paramount for an injunction 
and damages against Par’s ‘Forgot- 
ten Man’ was revealed in N.Y. su- 
preme court Monday (24) by an 
applfcation to examine an officer of 
Par before trial. Jewel claims to 
own the rights to a picture called 
‘Forgotten Men’ and says Para- 
mount’s title conflicts. 

Paramount’s answer claims Jewel 
abandoned its title, and has no 
| rights to priority in such a title, 
jsince many books and plays with 
similar titles have placed it in the 
public domain. 


Par’s Midwest Confab 
Decides to Sell ‘La. 
Purchase’ Separately 


Chicago, Nov. 25. 

‘Louisiana Purchase’ will be sold 
singly and on percentage only, with 
preferred playing time demanded, it 
was decided at the two-day weekend 
meeting of Par home office sales 
execs and district managers, held in 
Chicago. No definite percentage 
terms are indicated, with rate and 
splits varying according to situation, 
runs, etc. 

Handling of picture was also dis- 
cussed, with sales department urged 
to get as many holiday (Xmas-New 
Year’s) dates as obtainable. Print 
order, running about 350, will be 
about tops for Par and will run into 
|a fancy figure due to Technicolor. 
Neil F. Agnew, Par’s sales man- 
| ager, stated at the meeting he had 
| heard exhibs thought the Chicago 
| session would announce a revision 
|in the sales policy of the company, 
| but that this won't be done and that 
| percentages will be asked down the 
| line on all blocks. Already selling 
two blocks, or 10 pictures, Par is 
|ready to market a third and discussed 
| it briefly. 

Oscar Morgan, who has closed a 
large number of shorts contracts to 
| date, discussed his product and sales 
| at the meeting. 
| Barney Balaban and Stanton Graf- 
| fis, who attended, went on to the 

Coast for studio huddles. Others at 
| Chicago from the h.o. and now back 
| included, in addition to Agnew, 
| Charles Reagan, Joe Unger, George 
| A. Smith, C. J. Scollard, G. B. J. 
Frawley, Bob Gillham, Alec Moss, 
Fred LeRoy, Herman Lorber, Arthur 
| Dunne, M. R. Goodman, Joe Philip- 
|son, J. Roper and Claude Lee. Del 
|Goodman, Canadian sales manager 

















now on Broadway, will make four and G. C. Parsons of Honolulu, was 





tunes from the show for separate | also present in addition to the com- 
release on the Bluebird label. Carol | pany’s 10 dfstrict managers, among 


Landis, film player, was also set on| them Milt Kusell from N. Y. 
a Bluebird agreement to sing pop 


melodies. Lastly Clarence Williams, 


York’ at 40-50c Til July 


‘Sergeant York’ will be dated only 
at increased admissions, generally 
40c matinees and 50c evenings, until 
July, 1942, under a decision reached 
by Ben Kalmenson, general sales 
manager of Warners. 

It went on general release at the 
upped admissions Sept. 27 after hav- 
ing been roadshown in New York at 
the Astor at $2 top and subsequently 
shifted to the Hollywood, N. Y., at 
75c-$1.10. 


NICK, WESTON 
MUST GO T0 
JAIL 


St. Louis, Nov. 25. 

John P. Nick and Clyde A. Weston, 
former exec of IATSE, Local No. 
143, yesterday (Monday) lost their 
joust with the U. S. Supreme Court 
and, as a result of nixing their plea 
for a rehearing of their conviction 
of violation of the federal anti- 
racketeering act, both must spend 
the next five years in a Federal 
hoosegow, and each must pay a $10,- 
000 fine. The pair sought to appeal 
from the U. S. Court of Appeals 
(eighth district) which, last August, 
upheld their conviction, 

Nick and Weston contended the 
act was unconstitutional and that 
their conviction here in September, 
1940, was not supported by the evi- 
dence. They did not get to first base 
with their plea. 


Both were convicted of shaking 
down localfilm exhibitors during 
1936 and 1937, while wage increase 
negotiations for projectionists were 
pending. The payoff in 1936 was 
alleged to have been $6,500 and a 
year later $10,000. The case was 
fought through all of the courts and 
motions for new trials, etc. Were 
shoved in at every opportunity. 
Since their conviction the pair have 
been at Liberty on bonds of $20,000 
each, accepted by U. S. District 
Judge John Caskie collect who fixed 
the punishment after a jury convic- 
tion. No prison has yet been selected 
by the Department of Justice for 
their abiding place for the next five 
years. 


Arthur Lee Reps Ealing 


Arthur Lee has been named by 
Ealing Studios, Ltd., of England, as 
United States representative. He 
will have charge of approval of con- 
tracts and other dealings with 
United Artists, which is about to re- 
lease Ealing’s ‘Ships with Wings’ 
and has a deal for further of the 
studio’s product. 


Lee was for a number of years 
U. S. sales rep for Gaumont- 
British and more recently has been 
operating his own importing outfit, 




















Artlee Corp. 





pianist-singer, and his wife Eva Tay- 
lor, were set for the same label. 
Freddy Martin band, whose record- 
ing of ‘Piano Concerto’ is Bluebird’s 
biggest selling record of the year, 
was re-signed for two more years. 
Lunt-Fontanne Maybe 
Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 





ings of scenes from “There Shall Be | 
No Night,’ Robert E, Sherwood’s Pul- | ; 
itzer prize drama in which they’re|to sell film rights to his ‘Blithe 
currently touring. Discs would be | Spirit,’ and the ownership of screen 
cut when the road trip is concluded, | privileges to ‘Let’s Face It’ in dis- 
probably in February or March. | pute, the two Broadway hits most in 
Pair have no subsequent plans and | demand by Hollywood appear to be 
will probably go to their farm at/temporarily out of the running for 
Genesee Depot, Wis. Miss Fontanne | celluloid treatment. 
has already made a recording for| Interpretation of a clause in 20th- 
Victor of Alice Duer Miller’s poem, | Fox’s contract for acquisition of 
‘The White Cliffs of Dover,’ which }ta)king rights to the play, ‘Cradle 
she previously popularized ‘via the | Snatchers,’ is the nub of the looming 
oe courtroom battle between 20th and 


producer Vinton Freedley over ‘Face 
WE’s McFarland in N.Y. 


It. Musicomedy is based on ‘Snatch- 
H. E. McFarland, manager of! 


ers, which Fox twice filmed. First 
Western Electric’s office in Brazil, 














Coward Blithe About ‘Spirit’ And 
20th Not So Blithe About ‘Face It 


may make a series of Victor record- | Es ate 


With Noel Coward determined not | comedy and a picture with four 


time was in 1927 under its own label 
(as a silent) and second was two 
years later as an all-talking pic 

boated into N. Y. last week. He'll 

vacation for six weeks after two 

weeks’ huddling at the homeoffice. 


While in the U. S., McFarland’s 
Brazil office will be supervised by 
H. B. Allinsmith, assistant foreign 
manager, now touring WE South 
American sales locations, 


under the title, ‘Why Leave Home.’ 

When Fox acquired the rights for 
the dialog version, a clause was in- 
cluded stating that it could not make 
a musical comedy out of it, but 
could interpolate no more than four 
musical numbers and_ unlimited 
musical background. Dispute is over 
the difference between a musical 





Inside Stuff —Pictures 


In the issue of July 23, 1941, ‘Variety’ printed a story in which it was 
stated that Leo Carrillo had left the International Police Officers conven- 
tion at Portland, Ore., after having acted as master of ceremonies only for 
one day, when it was contemplated that Carrillo would kave acted for the 
full three days of such convention as m.c. The article of July 23 may 
have created an impression among some of its readers that Mr. Carrillo 
had been unfair or unreasonable in not acting for the full three-day 
period, or that, as a result of some disagreement between the officials and 
Mr. Carrillo, he was requested to relinquish his position as master of 
ceremonies. The facts disclose that at the time Carrillo went to Portland 
it was upon the express understanding that he was not going there for 
any set time, or for any specific purpose, except to be an honored guest. 
Carrillo did, after the first day, receive word to return to Hollywood and, 
‘as a result thereof, he forthwith returned to the film capital. His leaving 
Portland was not the result of any misunderstanding with any officials of 
the convention, and at the time that Carrillo flew back to Hollywood on 
the second day of the sonvention, it was with great regret. 

‘Variety’ gladly makes this explanation to correct any impression either 
that Mr. Carrillo’s conduct in leaving was in any manner improper or 
unfair, or that there was any ill feeling occasioned among the police of- 
ficials by reason thereof, or the people of the Northwest. 








Now that Ben Kalmenson is at the head of Warner Bros.’ sales, and is 
president of Vitagraph, Inc., skowmen recall the extra efforts Kalmenson’s 
southwest division used to put into exploiting Warner product playing 
the Interstate theatres (Hoblitzelle-O’Donnell) in his territory. What 
made it seemingly paradoxical was that Kalmenson would extend himself, 
with the aid of Mort Blumenstock’s field men, on non-percentage pictures. 

The manner in which Kalmenson made this extra effort to pay dividends 
for WB, however would come to light months later when WB salesmen 
armed with accurate figures in non-percentage bookings, would ask more 
money for future Warner product, and by facts and figures show Bob 
O’Donnell that their (WB) product grossed more, comparatively, than 
some other majors. 





Indie producer, needing groceries and rent money a year ago, cuffed 
a press agent for $1,500, with a verbal promise to pay it back as soon as 
he made a production deal with a studio. The deal went through, but 
no comeback from the indie producer. Recently the press agent went to 
a hospital for intricate surgery, which cost much. Needing cash, he tried 
to get in touch with the producer, who is never there when the telephone 
rings. Now the press agent is planning a private publicity campaign to 
tell Hollywood and the rest of the world all about it. 





Shortage of long distance weather predictions, due to war, means trouble 
for outdoor production schedules this winter. Usually the studios depend 
on ships at sea for tipoffs on approaching storms. Under war conditions, 
most of the coastwise shipping has been transferred to other waters. 
Vessels in the trans-Pacific trade naturally decline to reveal their posi- 
tions by sending out weather reports. Forecasts from Mexico and Central 
America are too sketchy to be relied upon. Producers will have to gamble 
whenever they send companies out on location. 





Unusual weather, a usual condition at certain periods of the year in 
Southern California, is causing plenty of monetary loss to the studios, with 
stars and featured players at home nursing sniffles while production 
awaits. RKO was a heavy loser in ‘Mexican Spitfire at Sea,’ with Lupe 
Velez, Marion Martin and Marten Lamont all disabled by flu germs at the 
same time. Four 20th-Fox pictures, ‘The Tuttles of Tahiti,’ ‘Powder Town,’ 
‘Son of Fury’ and ‘Song of the Islands,’ lost serious money through cold 
victims, not only among the players but among the technical crews. 

High-budget pictures are muscling their less affluent brethren off the 
sound stages at 20th-Fox. Studio priority execs have notified producers of 
limited-budget films that they will have to wait until late in January 
because of the space requirements of the higher budgeteers. Four of the 
less important productions, ‘New York Nocturne,’ ‘Crime in Crayon,’ ‘Jack 
Pot’ and ‘Hearses Don’t Hurry,’ are on the waiting list, although ready to 
shoot, and others of their class will be detained unless the preferential 
films are cleared before the end of January. 





Father-son combination, without cost to son or studio, is being repeated 
at Warners by Walter Huston and his offspring, John, in ‘In This Our 
Life.’ Father does a bit role, unbilled and unpaid, as a good will offering 
to the son, directing his second picture. Same stunt was pulled in John’s 
first film, “The Maltese Falcon.’ Meanwhile a standby actor draws pay 
for the job. Pater and progeny hope to repeat in all John’s future di- 
rector jobs. 





With the New York Police Department finally organizing a special 
squad to handle guys who crash theatre exit doors and make arrests, the 
evil has abated somewhat. Numerous convictions and jailings have oc- 
curred during the past two weeks since the squad went into action. For 
a long time the» downtown Broadway houses, especially those with a lot 
of exit doors, have waged their own private war against the crashers but 
have had trouble coping with the situation. 





New record for studio transportation units is claimed by Warners in 
the filming of ‘They Died With Their Boots On.’ Checkup on trucks, cars 
and station wagons shows a total of 78,420 miles covered to and from 
locations during the shooting of the pieture. Laid end-to-end they would 
circle the earth three times and leave enough over for a couple of week- 
end trips to Palm Springs. 











musical numbers and _ unlimited 
musical background. 
Edwin P. Kilroe, 20th’s counsel, | 


maintains that Darryl F. Zanuck was 
talking about‘’a remake with music 
even before ‘Face It’ was seen and 
is now laying plans for such a pic- 
ture. Kilroe last week sent to Freed- 
ley a letter of. which copies were 
released to the press. It stated Fox’s 
claim to ownership and asked that 
Freedley desist from offering rights 
for sale. Actually, the producer 
hasn’t been offering them, but is 
said to be contemplating a package 
deal of rights, music, writers and 
himself. 

John C. Wilson, Coward’s agent in 
this country and producer of ‘Spirit,’ 
this week declared that the author 
remained adamant against Holly- 
wood filming the play despite the 
$250,000 purchase price being talked. 

Returning travelers report Cow- 
ard is making a picture in England 
on the q.t., but that it is not ‘Blithe 
Spirit.’ Coward is said to be writing 





and directing, but not acting. 


Gumshoe work goes on at a major film studio, where six Los Angeles 
detectives, working in eight-hour shifts, are guarding a femme employee 
of the studio. Gal is said to have been an eyewitness to the bumping-off 
of ‘Big Greenie’ Greenberg, gangster. Witness says she is thankful for 


| the 24-hour-a-day protection, but it cramps her social life. 





Usual Thursday confab of foreign sales chiefs at the Hays office was 
not held last week because of Thanksgiving day, with session set for to- 
morrow (27), Frozen coin situation in Great Britain and New Zealand 
is scheduled to come up for consideration, efforts to get favorable pact 
from latter country being greatest current problem. 





‘Hot Spot’ (20th) title has been changed to ‘I Wake Up Screaming’ fol~ 
lowing test week at the Wisconsin, Milwaukee. Execs decided on change 
because ‘Hot Spot,’ a mystery meller, gives impression of being a nitery 
yarn, owing to presence of Betty Grable in the cast. 


More Mono Deals 


Monogram set distribution for 





Agent Sues Lenser 


Los Angeles, Nov. 25. 
Abraham Lehr, agent, filed suit 











against Stanley Cortez, cameraman 
for Orson Welles, demanding com- 
missions due on a seven-year con- 
tract. 

Plaintiff asks 10% of $3,300 re 
cently earned by Cortez, and a judg- 


ment on all his earnings for the next 
Six years, 








Chile and Bolivia last week with the 
announcement by Norton V. Ritchey, 
foreign chief, that Alros Distributors 
would represent Mono films in these 
two markets. 

Ritchey, who was in Santiago 
when deal was pacted, now is en 
route to Peru and Colombia on his 
present South American trek. 











| 
| 
| 
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WHY ARE SUCH TERRIFIC CROWDS MOBBING THE MUSIC HALL? 
WHY ARE THEY STANDING IN LINE MORNING TILL NIGHT? 
WHY IS THE WORLD’S LARGEST THEATRE HOLDING OVER? 







Howard Barnes, N. Y. Herald-Tribune, Says: 
“« ‘Suspicion’ is a far finer film than ‘Rebecca’. Hitchcock has made a brilliant film 
which is certain to move and amuse you as much as it makes your hair stand on end.”’ 


Kate Cameron, N. Y. Daily News, Says: 


“Packed with suspense ...Cary Grant and Joan Fontaine give fine performances 
—intensely exciting.’’ 


Bosley Crowther, N. Y. Times, Says: 


“A tense and exciting tale, a psychological thriller packed with lively suspense.’ 


Lee Mortimer, N. Y. Daily Mirror, Says: 


“A high class package containing Miss Fontaine’s most superb histrionics, large 
gobs of Alfred Hitchcock’s suspense, swell settings, photography and background.” 


William Boehnel, N. Y. World-Telegram, Says: 


“Has all the singular fascination of ‘Rebecca’, ‘39 Steps’ and ‘Lady Vanishes’ ..< 
Will keep you mesmerized from beginning to end with its fine chacterizations and 
its mounting horror.” 


Cecelia Ager, PM, Says: 
“A cinema masterpiece ...it pays off the audience seeking entertainment, and the 
student seeking a model of film craftsmanship.” 


Rose Pelswick, N. Y. Journal & American, Says: 


“Excellent entertainment... Hitchcock does a superb job in creating aud sustain- 
ing an absorbing mood... outstanding melodrama.” 


Eileen Creelman, WN. Y. Sun, Says: 
“Alfred Hitchcock again has created that extraordinary mood of suspense... This 
is a strange picture, powerful, with the tension mounting steadily.’ 


Archer Winsten, N. Y. Post, Says: 


“Suspenseful ... rich in character observation ... a distinctly superior picture.” 


Leo Mishkin, N. Y. Morning Telegraph, Says: 
“Hitchcock at his best... And, you might say, when Hitchcock is at his best, there is 
nothing better, anywhere...‘Suspicion’ stands as one of the terrific thrills of the season.” 
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Truman Talley’s Breakdown; Lehr’s | Weber Heads Pic Readers 


Return to Fox News Problematical 





Serious illness of Truman Talley, 
editor of 20th-Fox Movietone News, 
threatened to place him on the sick 
list for as long as the illness of Lew 
Lehr, 20th-Fox short features editor, 
but his condition has improved in 


the last few weeks, with indications | 


Talley may be able to return to his 
office early in December. 
while resting at Sun Valley six or 


more weeks ago, he was in a critical | 


condition for a while. Trouble was} 
diagnosed as stomach ailment. 

Date of Lehr’s return to 20th-Fox | 
remains problematical. Away from 
work now for about 16 months, he 
now is recuperating at the Christian 
Science Assn. sanitarium, Brookline, 
Mass. Previously he had been in N.Y. 
Lehr’s collapse more than a year ago 
is now definitely traced to overwork, 
and the newsreel veteran’s insistence 
on infinite care in preparing numer- 
ous picture productions. 

Besides his comedy characteriza- | 
tion for Movietone News, which he | 
did at least once per week, Lehr} 
spent long hours on his stint for; 
20th-Fox and supervised all of 
shorts activity. He was rated one 
of best film cutters in the east. His 
comedy characterizer, which sky- 
rocketed him to big money in radio, 
on the Ben Bernie show, was con- 
ceived and scripted entirely by the 
newsreel vet. Additionally, he wrote 
a syndicated newspaper column and 
other activities. His friends esti- 
mate that from usual newsreel edi- 
torial worker’s salary, Lehr spiralled 
to around $100,000 per year over the 
last two or three years when he 
achieved success in radio. 

Nervous breakdown which forced | 
him to guit all work is reported as | 
having been furthered by the count- 
less luncheons, banquets and special 
gatherings Lehr was called on to at- 
tend. As with his painstaking effort 
on pictures for 20th-Fox, he seldom | 
could resist responding to these re- | 
quests. While He is away, Jack Dar- 
rock, formerly of 20th-Fox Coast | 
shorts division, is heading shorts in | 
N.Y., while Ed Reek continues as} 
news editor and general manager of | 
Movietone. 


CHI PIONEER, DeVRY, 
ON SMPE HONOR ROLL 


Chicago, Nov. 25. 

Name of the late Herman A. De- 
Vry, pioneer Chicago motion picture 
equipment manufacturer, inventor 
and designer, is to be perpetuated on 
the honor roll of the Society of Mo- 
tion Picture Engineers. This honor 
roll was instituted in 1931 to contain 
the names of distinguished leaders in 
the motion picture engineering field, 
but now deceased. 
tains such names as Thomas Edison 
and George Eastment. 

DeVry’s name will be the 10th on 
the honor roll of the Society, the first 
Chicagoan and midwesterners on the 
list. He will be also the fifth Ameri- 
can on an honor roll which is inter- 
national in scope. 











‘Land of Liberty’ Film 


Taken ill | 


| 
| 
| 


List already con- | 


,% 
he A) 





Tradeshows 


pears’ (WB), in all exchange 
cities. 

Mon., Dec. 1—‘They Died With 
Their Boots On’ (WB), in all 
exchange cities. 

Tues., Dec. 2—‘The Vanishing 
Virginian’ and ‘Dr. Kildare’s 


—_ - 
| Mon., Dee. 1—‘The Body Disap- 
| 


Victory’ (M-G), in all ex- 
change cities. 
Tues., Dec. 2—‘All Thru the 


Night’ (WB), in all exchange 
cities except Dallas, Detroit, 
Indianapolis, Milwaukee, 
Minneapolis, New Haven, 
Oklahoma City, Philadelphia, 
Portland, Salt Lake City and 
St. Louis, where it will be 
shown Mon., Dec. 1. 

Tues., Dec. 2—‘Steel Against the 
Sky’ (WB), in all exchange 
cities except Dallas, India- 
napolis, Milwaukee, Minne- 
apolis, Portland, Salt Lake 
City and Seattle, where it 
will be shown Mon., Dec. 1. 

Tues., Dec. 2—‘You're in the 
Army Now’ (WB), in all ex- 
change cities except Dal- 
las, Indianapolis, Milwaukee, 
Minneapolis, Portland, Salt 
Lake City and St. Louis, 
where it will be shown Mon., 
Dec. 1. 

Thurs., Dec. 4—‘Midnight Angel” 
(Par), in all exchange cities. 

Thurs., Dec. 4—‘Mr. Bug Goes to 
Town’ (Par), in all exchange 
cities. 

Thurs., Dec. 4—‘Sullivan’s Trav- 


els’ (Par), in all exchange 
cities. 

Fri., Dec. 5—‘No Hands on the 
Clock’ (Par), in all exchange 
cities. 

Fri., Dec. 5—‘Bahama Passage’ 


(Par), in all exchange cities. 


VARIETY CLUBS IN MOVE 
TO EXTEND THEIR SCOP 


District representatives 








to cooper- 


|ate with existing Variety Club tents 


land to help organize new 
|been appointed by John 
national chief barker. 


nell is 


H. Harris, 


again to become active in 
| Variety Club expansion. 
Other appointments, in line with 
| Harris’ plan to maintain a closer 
|contact between National Headquar- 
|ters and the field, are as follows: 


Sam Galanty, Washington, 


|den, Kansas City and St. Louis: 
Shapiro, Pittsburgh, 
Cleveland, Columbus and Dayton; 
Alex Schreiber, Detroit, Milwaukee 
|and Minneapolis: Eddie Shafton, 
|Omaha and Des Moines; Paul Short, 
| Dallas, Atlanta, Memphis. Oklahoma 
City, Los Angeles and Charlotte: C 


Mike 
Cincinnati, 


J. Latta, Albany, Buffalo and In-| 
|dianapolis. R. J. O’Donnell is to 
;Organize New Orleans, Chicago, 
Portland, Denver, San _ Francisco, 


|Seattle and Salt Lake City. 





Adds 506 to Red Cross pe 


Motion picture business sent a 


2 THEATRE STICKUPS 





! 


Balti- | 
more and Philadelphia: Elmer Rho- | 


$50,000 check to the American Red | $1,50@ Taken in Akron—Circle, New 


Cross for war emergency welfare 
work, money representing a portion 


of the profits realized from distribu- | 


tion of ‘Land of Liberty’ during the 
past year or less. When 
business decided to 
original version of 
shown at the N. Y. 
cisco world’s fairs, it was announced 
that all money obtained excepting 
actual cost of distribution, would be 
given to charity and welfare work. 

Film business previously had given 
$50,000 to British War Relief. 


166 for Disney Layoffs 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 

Severance pay amounting to $16,- 
000 was handed out by the Walt 
Disney studio to about 200 workers 
who had been laid off in the recent 
personnel reduction. 

Arbitration award, which ended 
the recent strike, stipulated that the 


re-edit the 
‘Liberty,’ as 








the film | 


and San Fran- | 
| George Aylesworth, manager, said | 


Orleans, Suffers $263.20 Loss 


Akron, O., Nov. 25. 
|taken when a wall safe was stolen 
} . . . 

'from the manager’s office in the 
| Highland, neighborhood house here. 


jhe believed the thieves hid in 
ape before closing time. 


the 





Retake in N. O. 
New Orleans, Nov. 25. 

Two unidentified men about 9:30 
p.m. Thursday (20) held up em- 
|ployees of the Circle theatre here 
and escaped with $263.20, police re- 
ported. The men, police said, first 
|approached Rita Carlson, candy girl, 
|and forced her at pistol point to sur- 
render $50. Then they moved up to 
the cashier’s window and while one 
covered the cashier, Ermelda Mohr, 
the other scocped $213.20 from the 

cash drawer, and escaped. 


The theatre is owned by Jadel 











payment must be made within 906 
days. .. 4 


Theatres, Inc., and is managed by 
Jack Dicharry. 


Weekend receipts of $1,500 were 


| Decree A Flop 
Continued from page 5 — 


Holly wood, Nov. 25. 

Screen Readers Guild elected John 
Weber president, Lillian Bergquist 
vice-president, Jesse Burns corre- 
| sponding secretary, Ruth Sasken 
recording secretary, and Bill Cole 
treasurer. 

SRG served notice on the pro- 
ducers that it wants to re-open its 
contract, seeking higher wages and 
better working conditions. Negotia- 
tions start shortly with Fred Felton, 


| labor contact for the: producers. 
| 
| 








U.S. OKAYS Bak. 


TAKEOVER OF 4 
CHI HOUSES 


Chicago, Nov. 25. 
Balaban & Katz have taken over 
|!the Ambassador, Drake, Portage and 
Park theatres on 20-year leases with 
consent of the Government. This 
is the first turnover of houses since 
the consent decree as B&K was 
stopped from taking over the Ori- 
ental and also building any Drive- 
In theatres, because of the decree. 
These four theatres were taken 
over from G.S.C,. Circuit. 

















they have to take the bad along 
with the good, just as before. And 
they have lost the 10 to 20% cancel- 
Mation privilege which in past years 
has left them escape from the worst 
of the dogeroos. 
Let’s Face It 

What the exhib faces under the 
| decree is obvious: Should he forego 
'a block of pictures, because he feels 
they are not up to standard, the dis- 
trib, with perfect right, has the priv- 
|ilege of offering them to the com- 
petition across the street. And if the 
|competitor takes this block, why 
| shouldn’t the distrib also give him an 





And who knows but that Exhibitor 
A himself won’t want that second 


tents have | block, and succeeding blocks? 


That’s only half the picture, of 
course. If Mr. Exhib doesn’t buy 


Bob O’Don- | the block, what’s he going to put on 


his screen? Exhib B isn't going to 
|give up his block, from a company 
that he has been dealing with for 
years, because of the same fear that 
made Exhib A hesitate. And if he 


did give it up. it would probably be | 


so bad that Exhib A wouldn’t want it 
either. 


tor has to buy all, or virtually all, 
the pictures that come along from 
the companies with whom he has 
been regularly dealing. He’s just 
| where he was before the decree, but 
|with much added inconvenience— 
| and paying higher film rentals, which 
is probably the No. 1 squawk against 


-| the decree anyhow. 


Exhibs used to be charged 40% 
for just a few films every year by 
| each company, and cry murder about 
ithat. Now virtually every company 
| is squeezing in a 40%er in each block 
‘or nearly each block. And when 
| they don’t get them in the blocks, 
| they sell the big ones separately as 
| specials at fancy percentages. 
| Going back to the old system of 
selling, but with a reasonable can- 
'cellation clause uniformly included 
in exhibition contracts, was suggest- 
ed by Ed Kuykendall in a bulletin 
| sent to members by the Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners of America last 
|week. He stated: 
| ‘Certainly a reasonable mini- 
mum cancellation uniformly in- 
corporated in exhibition con- 
| tracts, which would cost the dis- 

i tributors nothing, a voluntary 
local mediation and arbitration 
system within the industry, and a 
voluntary code of ethics on less 
important but very irritating 
abuses, would accomplish far 
more and cost the business far 
less than the consent decree. And 
nobody even claims that the con- 
sent decree has built any good 
will, either within or without the 
industry.’ 

Speaking further about the decree, 
Kuykendall avers it could be upset 
and modified in various ways, but 
this is not likely to happen, with no 
one able to foretell at this time 
whether it will run the full three 
years or be modified or terminated 
in whole or part in the meantime. 





opportunity to buy the next block? | 


Ted O’Shea 


Continued from page See 


point a successor to Herman Wob- 
ber. Wobber will remain as long as 
he desires to do so. The 20th-Fox 
president also stated Connors duties 
will cover other departments as well 
as distribution. 


Wobber is at present on the Coast, 
but will return to New York Mon- 
day (1). Understood that agreement 
was reached some time ago that he 
could have a new contract as 20th 
sales head if he'd like it, but that 
there has been little bother about it 
since, so far as Kent and Wobber are 
concerned, a contract between them 
is little more than a formality. 


Getting the green light from his 
doctors, after being laid up at his 
home for 10 weeks, regaining his 
health following a long siege of ill- 
ness, Kent checked into 20th to hold 
a sales-advertising meeting Friday 
(21), and on Monday (24) he started 
coming in for a half-day daily. He 
conferred with Joe Schenck also 
prior to latter’s departure for the 
Coast with his brother, Nick, presi- 
|dent of Metro, assumedly to set mat- 
‘ters with respect to Connors. The 
Schencks trained out Friday night 
(21). - 


Joe Schenck did not attend the 
Friday (21) meeting held by Kent on 
other matters and understood noth- 
ing was mentioned at that session 
concerning Connors. Hermann G. 
Place, v.p. of 20th; Irving Maas, of 
the foreign department; the three di- 
vision sales managers, William Suss- 
man, W. C. Gehring and William 
Kupper; and A. M. Botsford, adver- 
tising-publicity head, attended the 
Friday sesh with Kent. Division 
managers reported on the state of 
business, sales, etc., general condi- 
tions were glossed over and decision 
to change title of ‘Hot Spot’ to ‘I 
Wake Up Screaming’ was reached. 
Nothing concerning general policy 
was brought up but in future Kent 
plans to devote one or two hours 
one day a week to sales and adver- 
tising heads somewhat along lines 
of cabinet sessions he used to hold 
when with Par. 





Kent Improved 


Kent has built up his health to an 
encouraging point and looks well 
after a long rest, and is now ready 
to devote more time to the duties 
of the presidency of 20th, with Con- 
nors taking many details off 
hands. Kent has been in his 20th- 





Fox office only three times since last | Ont 


May 17. 


Connors is strictly a 


business. 










among the most high-powered in the | 
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his | 


| (Tuesday). 
salesman, | ted Famous Players’ claim. 


ac iwWicl } . . 
He has been a division! Bmpire Universal 


EP-Canadian Tops 
Odeon in Bid For 
F. & H. Theatres 


St. John, N. B., Nov. 25. 
Battle for leadership in the Ca- 
nadian theatre operating field be- 
tween the comparatively newly or- 





ganized Odeon (Paul and N. L., 
Nathanson) circuit and Famous 
Players-Canadian saw the former 


losing out in the tussle for the 
Franklin & Herschorn chain in this 
territory. Though it was considered 
a foregone conclusion that Famous 
could not retain the Franklin & 
Herschorn affiliation, J. J. Fitzgib- 
bons, N. L. Nathanson’s successor, 
and R. W. Bolstad, new Famous 
vice-president, saved the day by 
wangling a new contract out of Joe 
Franklin while he was on his sick- 
bed fighting a siege of stomach ul- 
cers. Famous execs wired, phoned 
and finally made a personal call. 

New deal reportedly gave F & M 
a better break than previously in 
order to wean chain away from a 


merger with Nathans~n’s Odeon 
circuit, 

Famous has switched the two- 
year-old Oxford theatre, Halifax, 


N. S. (686 seats) to F & H opera- 
tion. The Orpkeus, Halifax (879 
seats), is also held by F & H, which 
will now control nine houses in- 
cluding the Dundas and Mayfair, 
Dartmouth, N. S., Mayfair and Re- 
gent, St. John, N. B.; Community, 
Yarmouth, N. S.; Family and Com- 
munity, Halifax. 





Odeon’s Newest 


Vancouver, B. C., Nov. 25. 
Entire proceeds from opening 
picture, ‘Heart of Britain,’ at the 
Circle, new 900-seat addition to the 
Odeon circuit in British Columbia, 
were donated to the Queen’s Cana- 
dian Fund for air raid victims. G. 

A. Sutherland is house manager. 


F. P.-Nathanson Settle 


Toronto, Nov. 25. 

Suit brought by Famous Players- 
Canadian against N. L. Nathanson 
interests in August, over ownership 
of the Timmins theatre, Timmins, 
was settled out of court today 
The defendants admit- 
Nathanson subsids 


involved were 


and Associated 


sales manager for Metro for 16 | Theatres. Co-defendants were Os- 
| years, previously for several years| car R. Hanson and the Broadway 
| having been in lesser sales posts. In| theatre, in Timmins. By terms of 


ithe event Rodgers ever left Metro | 


|}or moved up, it has always been re- 
| garded that Connors would succeed 
|him; in fact he was 


| ing to join United Artists. 


| O’Shea, who has come up fast in 
ithe Metro sales organization, 


|ing named central divish head and, 
|as successor to Connors, would be 
|familiar with most of the Eastern- 
| Southern territory that would come 
j} under him. He was for many years 
Buffalo branch manager, subse- 
| quently taking over a district that 
| stretched from there to Charlotte, 


| . 
| 





Ohio Indies 9th Annual 


Convention Under Way 


Columbus, Nov. 25. 


Ohio independent exhibitors open 
| their 9th annual convention 
| (Tuesday) at the Deshler 
| hotel. 





mentioned in 


Result is that every theatre opera- | that light when Rodgers was dicker- | 


the settlement, FP now owns both 
the Broadway and the Cartier, in 
Timmins. 





Kalmine Gives Dinner’s 


was 
eastern district manager prior to be- | 





Proceeds of $5,000 to 
His Pet Pitt Charity 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 25. 

Capacity crowd of 1,000, including 
flock of industry biggies from New 
York and men in all walks of local 
life, paid tribute to Harry Kalmine, 
newly-appointed general manager of 
WB theatses, at a testimonial ban- 
quet here Monday night (24) and, 
more than that, turned over entire 





| Proceeds of $5,000 to Camp O'’Con- 


| nell, 
| leged children. 
today | 
Wallick | 
Some 200-odd theatre owners | 


| promise to be on hand for the 1941 


| confab of the ITOO, with secretary 
| Pete Wood directing activities. 

Initial day has been taken over by 
Metro for the ‘world premiere’ of 
the ‘Show Builder.’ Sessions will be 
held at the hotel, although the 
specially designed truck will be on 


display. In charge will be H. M. 
Richey, assistant to Bil] Rodgers, 
vice-president and general sales 


manager of Loew’s Inc., and Bill 
Ferguson, exploitation director for 
the company. 





HOWARD’S TOP LINER 
Hollywood, Nov, 25. 

John Howard shares top billing 
with Margaret Lindsay in ‘That Cer- 
tain Lady’, slated to start Dec. 2 at 
Republic, with Joseph Santley di- 
recting the Robert North production. 

Original starting date was set back 
two weeks to permit Howard to finish 
his current job at Columbia. 








summer spot for underprivi- 
Money will be spent 
to build a recreation hall and place 
is to be called, by terms of donation, 
Harry Kalmine Hall. 

Camp O'Connell was launched just 
a few years ago by Variety Club and 
has since its opening been one of 
Kalmine’s pet charities. When he 
expressed the hope to associates in 
an Off-the-record conversation that 
show business here would continue 
to support the spot after his depart- 
ure from Pittsburgh, committee im- 
mediately decided to dispose of ban- 
quet profits in that manner instead 
of buying guest-of-honor the cus- 
tomary gift. 

Day before the banquet, more than 
1,200 school children who have at 
one time or another attended Camp 
O’Connell held their own dinner in 
a church basement for Kalmine, pre- 
senting him with a huge scroll signed 
by every youngster present. Hon- 
orary co-chairmen of last night’s tes- 
timonial were Moe Silver, Kalmine’s 
successor and new WB zone manager 
here, and John H. Harris; banquet 
chairman was C. C. Kellenberg and 
toastmaster Rosey Rowswell. 


} 
' 
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TREAMLINED FEATURES 


HE vitality of show business has always depended upon the eagerness of exhi- 
bitors to give something new a chance. Hal Roach’s STREAMLINED FEATURES, 
this year’s outstanding production innovation, today are a proven success, thanks to 
the initiative of showmen who endorsed the idea when it was only a dream and who 


are profiting by it now that it is a reality. 


Early in 194.1 Hal Roach queried a score of prominent theatre men for their reactions 
to a feature comedy streamlined to 2 new running time, pointed to the goal of a more 
concise,‘ more compact show. These exhibitors were not only enthusiastic over 
STREAMLINED FEATURES as a theory but were quick to book them into their 


circuits and first runs as soon as they were released. 


Today, due largely to the vision of these exhibitors, STREAMLINED FEATURES are 


a performance-proven, thoroughly accepted box-office commodity. 


The first five STREAMLINERS are now playing. “Tanks a Million” was a smash 
everywhere. “Niagara Falls,” ‘All-American Co-Ed,” “Miss Polly” and “Fiesta” Cin 
Technicolor) are now duplicating the initial Streamliner’s success. As single features, 
or on a shared double bill, they are bringing increased revenue by permitting peak- 


hour turn-over and extra shows, 


The production wheels are humming on the second group of five. The first of these, 
‘Hay Foot’’—bringing back the complete cast of fun-makers from **Tanks a Million” 
—was previewed this week to nearly twice as many laughs as its predecessor! ‘Dudes 
Are Pretty People,” “Brooklyn Orchid,” “Straw Foot” and “Cabana”’ will be ready 


s00n., 


The excellent entertainment contained in these motion pictures, plus the showman- 
ship handling by thousands of exhibitors have made possible “The Success Story of 


Streamlined Features”’! 


nder Motion Picture Daily in a front page editorial said: 





“HAL ROACH’S STREAMLINED FEATURES ARE A MILESTONE MARKING THE PROGRESS OF SHOW BUSINESS!” 
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Priorities Not Only Stymie New 





Theatre Bldg. But Also Facelifting 


Defense priorities have put a 
crimp into theatrical real estate 
transactions to the extent that 


brokers are now stymied even with 
theatres needing renovation, which, 
could be sold or leased if materials 
for reconstruction were available. 
Stoppage of new theatre construc- 
tion has upped values of existing 
properties, further adding to diffi- 
culties of brokers in trying to earn 
commissions on transfers. 

Theatre property business has 
changed from a buyer’s to a seller’s 
market, and while this has always 
been true of desirable locations the 
seller has never enjoyed greater ad- 
vantages than under current condi- 
tions. 

Dealers in theatrical properties re- 
port that one of the few avenues of 
earning a commission still remain- 
ing is in discovering ‘sleepers’— 
dark houses long overlooked which 
can be relit and operated at a profit. 
Once a ‘sleeper’ is unearthed there 
is no difficulty in finding a buyer. 
Millions in idle coin is reportedly 
available from private sources look- 
ing for profitable investment. 

Within the past. year approxi- 
mately 25 theatres have been re- 
opened in the metropolitan New 
York area, with several hundred 
picture houses across the country 
relit since the defense boom got 
under way. 

Since shortages caused by priori 
ties are not limited to structural 
steel but include wiring and elec- 
trical supplies, many a darkened 
house which could be _ operated 
profitably if renovated remains out- 
side the active theatrical real es- 
tate market. Oddly enough, despite 
the strong demand for theatres the 
difficult houses, in locations which 
have proved consistently bad, are 
tougher than ever to dispose of 
either on lease or outright sale 
basis. 


Seidelman to Preside 





At 2 §. America Parleys 





Joseph H. Seidelman, Universal’s 
foreign chief, left by plane Monday 
(24) for Rio de Janeiro, object of his 
South American trek being to pre- 
side at two U sales conventions next 
month, He will head the convention’s 
official delegation to the meeting in 


Scatter Mutuel Stubs 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 

Next production by Jerry Brandt 
for RKO release is ‘Scattergood at 
the Races,’ with Guy Kibbee laying 
it on the line in his usual philosophic 
way. 

Filming starts Dec. 4 under direc- 
tion of Christy Cabanne, from script 
by Michael Simmons. 














Picture Grosses 
CINCINNATTI 








(Continued from page 12) 


(Mono) and ‘Lone Rider Ambushed’ 
(PRC), good $2,200. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G). Big $7,- 
500 for theatre’s tallest take in weeks. 
Last week, ‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) 
(2d run), six days, slow $3,500. 

Keith's (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
—Birth Blues’ (Par). Moveover 
from Albee for second week. Ckay 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Unholy Part- 
ners’ (WB), fair $4,200. 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 28-40)— 








METRO STILL 
UNCERTAIN 
ON MINN. 


Decision as to whether it will sell 
in Minnesota or stay out of the state 
remains in abeyance with Metro, 
with a declaration as to policy not 
likely to be decided until William F. 
Rodgers returns to the home office 
Tuesday (2). 

RKO, 20th-Fox and Warner Bros. 
started selling during the past week 
after having obtained court ex-| 
emption from provisions of the| 
decree to do so pending action in 
Minnesota to test the constitution- 
ality ofthe state’s full-line law and 
20% cancellation 

Paramount, which began selling 
Minnesota exhibitors three weeks 








according to Allen Usher, Chicago | 
district manager, a high average for 
such a short time. 


PITTSBURGH 





(Continued from page 12) 
ternoon and evening. Opens regular | 
run Nov. 30. 





Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-60-66) | 
—Foot in Heaven’ (WB) and An-| 
drews Sisters-Johnnie (Scat) Davis. 
| Another sizzler for WB deluxer. Pic- 
ture received a sock campaign and | 
boosted by crix. Sensational $31,000, 
|}at least. Last week, Jimmy Dorsey 
band and ‘All Money Buy’ (RKO), 





better than $25,000. 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col) and ‘Our 


| Crazy’ (M-G) topped the lists with 


ago, has closed 175 contracts already, 


‘Never Give Sucker Break’ (U) and 
‘Burma Convoy’ (U). Fair $3,800. 
Last week, ‘South Tahiti’ (U) and ‘9 
Lives Not Enough’ (WB), dull $2,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO). Okay at around 
$9,500. Last week, ‘Maltese Falcon’ 
(WB), good $10,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-60)— 
‘Aldrich President’ (Par) and WLW’s 
‘Boone County Jamboree’ unit. Fair 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Three Girls’ 
(Col) and Ben Bernie’s band unit, 
dandy $13,000 and house’s third high 
of season. 


‘LOVE CRAZY’ TOPS B. 0. 





Recalcitrant NW Indies Now Talk — 
Ic Duals If Rentals Aren't Chopped 





MONO 11 PIX AHEAD OF 
SKED, 25 IN BY JAN. 1 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 

For the first time in its history, 
Monogram is riding along with 11 
pictures completed ahead of schedule 
and four more to be finished before 
Christmas. By the first of the year 
the company will have finished 16 
features and nine westerns, more 
than half the 1941-42 production pro- 
gram. 

Ready for release are ‘Double 
Trouble,’ ‘Underground Rustlers’, ‘I 
Killed That Man’, ‘Lone Star Law 
Men’, ‘Borrowed Hero’, ‘Riot Squad’, 
‘Road to Happiness’, ‘Forbidden 
Trails’, ‘Here Come the Marines’, 
‘Freckles Comes Home’ and ‘Snuffy 
Smith, the Yard Bird’. Next four to 
be finished before Jan. 1 are “Thun- 
der River Feud’, ‘Black Beauty’, ‘Be- 
low the Border’ and ‘Law of the 
Jungle’. 





IN BUENOS AIRES, $8,200 


Buenos Aires, Nov, 18. 


Fairly strong biz generally marked 
the b.o. situash here last week. ‘Love 





32,000 pesos (approximately $8,200) 
but ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th) was 
close behind. Both due for holdovers, 
as was ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ (Par), | 
also solid. | 


Other estimates, all given in Argen- | 





to the U.S. dollar), follow: 

Ambassador (Lautaret and Cavallo) | 
| (1,400: 
tory’ (W-B). N.S.H. 7,000 pesos, 


| ding and hope that 
|} will build it. 

Ideal (Lococo) (970; 3-2.50)—‘Blood 
and Sand’ (20th). Still a prime draw 


}in the third week with 20,000 pesos. | 


© 


Set for a fourth. 


Rex (Cordero, Cavallo and Lau-| 
taret) (3,305; 2.50-2) — ‘Love Crazy’ | 
(M-G). Nice 32,000 pesos and set for | 
a repeat. 

Normandie (Lococo) (1,420; 2-1.50) 
| —‘Black Cat’ (U). Holding to healthy 

11,000 for second week, about half! 
| first stanza’s return, 
Monumental (Coll) (1,330; 2-1.50)— 


2.50-2 pesos)—‘Shining Vic- | 
but | 
being held over anyway due to sked- |} 
word-of-mouth | 

















Chenhails 


Continuec from page 1 


| 
| 





. 


dent of RKO, left N. Y. for the other 
end of the Jine Monday (24) evening 
aboard a TWA sTWAtoliner. 
Helen Jepson flew a United Main- 
lainer to the Coast on Friday (21), 
while Lauritz Melchoir roamed out 


| to Chicago the same day, aboard the 


same line, having bounded in three 


tine pesos, currently worth 23c. (4.14| days before from Washington, with 
his missus, aboard an American Air- | 


liner. 

Lucille Ball, looking too purty for 
words, flew in from L. A. the TWA 
way to dispel ‘the nasty rumors’ 
which have her planning a divorce 
from Desi Arnaz. The film player 
said she is here ‘for one hell of a 
time,’ not having had a vacation in 
too long. 

Another 


romantic note struck the 


| Airport-oh-the-Parkway when Tony 
Martin, making another of those fre- | 


quent hop-skip-jumps across. the 
continent aboard a United Airliner, 
was bid adieu by Lana Turner. Lana 
drove the singer to the airport 
Thursday (20) night and he was off 
to San Francisco and back again the 
following day, giving himself but a 
lean nine hours in Golden Gate 


. 





Minneapolis, Nov. 25. 


Twin City independent exhibitors, 
members of Northwest Allied, have 
served notice on major decree dis- 
tributors, now selling under the 
Minnesota anti-consent decree law, 
that, unless they can buy the product 
at ‘let-live prices’ they'll either close 
their theatres or go to double fea- 
tures at llc. admission, using pic- 
tures hitherto paid for and not 
played and whatever other inde- 
pendent and other product they can 
| pick up. 
| Moreover, they declare they'll re- 
| sist percentage demands ‘to the last 
| ditch.’ 
| After another special protest meet- 
|ing of these exhibitors it was de- 

clared that 90% of the Minneapolis 
and St. Paul independent theatre 
owners and many out-of-town ex- 
| hibitors are prepared to go to an 

llc, twin bill policy rather than buy 
| at reported terms. 

| .The uprising came before any of 
| the companies had quoted deals to 
| the Twin City independent exhibit- 
ors, but after unofficial intimations 
| that terms in al] instances will call 
‘for a certain number of percentage 
pictures and considerably higher 
rentals than a year ago, the same as 
| for out-of-town situations. 

If these anticipated demands ma- 
| terialize, Minnesota independent ex- 
hibitors will be no better off than if 
|the decree companies had _ not 
| finally decided to sell under the state 
law, which requires them to include 
|}an entire season’s product, subject 
ito a minimum 20% cancellation 
| privilege, in their deals, Northwest 
| Allied leaders charge. It would be 
| ‘bogus selling,’ they assert. 

Thus far Paramount alone has 
' closed contracts in out-of-town situa- 
tions. In all instances, Northwest 

Allied leaders claim, the deals have 
been ‘brutal.’ 

Up to this time, except in the case 
| of M-G-M, which is the one decree 
company that hasn’t started Minne- 
sota selling yet, the Twin City inde- 
pendent exhibitors always have 
been able to resist percentage de- 
mands successfully and buy flat, 
Now, however, according to the dis- 
tributors, the state law, which North- 
west Allied itself sponsored, makes 
a certain number of percentage pic- 
tures and much higher basic rentals 
essential for the products’s protec- 
t10n., 

The reason for this, it’s explained, 
is because the distributors must sell 





tart ; : ife’ (Col). First Columbia pi: . ad : : ' , ' 
Rio, starting Dec. 5, which will be bo - eon! os eater i etek | Oppenheim Family’ (Russiah-made).| town. It was the third such trip | the entire season’s product without 
attended by representatives from all), oo. due to product jam of Harris | Clicking with about 10,000. |Martin has made in recent hours, | knowing what pictures will be pro- 
pages Aas: Brazil. to B ak” trae theatres. Crix gave ‘Ladies’ a big}! Opera (Lococo) (2,400: 2.50-2 | each time permitting himself less | duced or the films’ cost or boxoffice 
seideiman goes to Suenos ©! hand, swell $6,000, best for a twin |‘Sun Valley Serenade’ (20th). Solid| than a half-a-day on the Coast. It | value, and because they must grant 
afterwards for a conclave of Argen-| pil] here in more than a year. Last | would seem that he could save | a 20% cancellation privilege propor- 


tine managers as well as sales chiefs 
from Chile, Peru and Bolivia. 


week ,‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) (2d wk.) 
fine $6,500. 
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30,000, especially surprising in view | 
angle and the Glenn Miller | 


of U.S. 
orch in film. 


Broadway (‘(Lautaret and Cavallo) 
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“HOW GREEN WAS 
MY VALLEY” 


“UNITED RIVOLI B’way at 


ARTISTS 49th ‘Bt. 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 




















fF | (1,863; 2.50-2)—'Gone With Wind’ 
N Y k r [h t :?| (M-G). Down to 17,000 after shifting 
ew Or ed TES ::|from the Rex, where the pop-price 
i showing ran five weeks. 
nn ~ scene “nm | Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 3-2.50)— 
aa Back Dawn’ (Par). Excellent 
RADIO @ND WEEK 30,000 and set for holdover. 
CITY MUSIC HALL ERROL OLIVIA Ocean (Coll, Gatti y Cia) (2,800: 
HELD OVER FLYNN ® DeHAVILLAND |) 1.50-1.20)—‘Bily the Kia’ (M-G). 
‘ ; am the New Warner Bros. Hit | Nice 12,000 on second run. 
SUSPICION’ ||) ‘THEY DIED WITH 
TH I? PROVIDENCE 
Spectacular Stage Productions EIR BOOTS ON 
—IN PERSON— i ae 
W oody Herman Pf (Continued from page 10) 
. “Weekend Three’ (RKO) (2d wk), 
poaenctanfiasaan STRAND B’way & 47 St. }| nice $7,500 
LOEW'S eae ane toe — | Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28- 
STATE Sa. eae ————— | 39-50 )—‘Sundown’ (UA) and ‘Queen 
Last Times Wed. a Sallavan tir. eee reo ay run). Good 
Weed Astaire ‘APPOINTME} } $3,000. Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ (WB) 
Rite, Hayworth araglianton | (3d downtown wk), nifty $5,000. 
ag Hg ht aes oat | Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50) 
—On Stage— ewester Girl | “Law Tropics’ (WB) and vaude on | 
Martha Raye! owns | stage. Holidays and weekends are 


always good, giving house slick $6.- 
| 500. Last week, ‘9 Lives Not Enough’ 
(WB) and vaude, good $5,000. 












B'WAY & 


‘PALACE *7*.. 


STARTS TOMORROW 


‘Bad Men Of | ‘international 
Missouri’ | Squadron’ 
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2ND WEEK 
eee —In Person— 
0 ; > 
Ray Milland BARRY 
Brian Aherne JAMES 
“SKYLARK” and Band 
A Paramount Extra 
Picture RAY BOLGER 
aa ae oo = a. a Pe i eh Om we ow a oe 





| Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
| ‘Keep "Em Flying’ (U) and ‘Moon- 
| light Hawaii’ (U). Colossal is the 
| word for this one, record $18,000. 
| Last week, ‘Appointment Love’ (U) 
|}and ‘Never Give Sucker Break (U), 
| nice $8,000. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 44-55- 
| 65)—Hollywood Sweater Girl Revue 
| on stage and ‘Hurry, Charlie, Hurry’ 
| (RKO). Fine $7,000 in three-day run. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Miss 
Polly’ (UA). Managing to hold own 
| for good $13,000. Last week, ‘Sun- 
down’ (UA) and ‘Queen Murder Ring’ 
(Col), good $13,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
‘Belong to Me’ (Col) and ‘Mystery 
Ship’ (Col). Nice $7,500. Last week, 
‘Birth, Blues’ (Par). (2d wk),. and 


t -Dittsburgh Kid’ (Rép), neat $8°500. 


money by having his salary mailed 
| to him. 
Cantor’s Speed 
| Eddie Cantor came roaring down 
from Boston the other day (20) in 
|such a dither no one could put a 
| glove on him. Seems he had 40 mu- 


| Sicians awaiting him at a rehearsal | 
}and he moved so rapidly observers | 


| figured he must be paying them by 
the hour. 

Cantor said ‘Banjo Eyes’ is shap- 
ing up in Beantown. He'll keep 
Wednesday nites for his radio show, 
he asserted, when the musical breaks 
here, playing the musical Sunday 
nights to make up the sixth day. 

Boake Carter elected to go off to 
Buffalo this week, and we exchanged 





Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Tibbett for | 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Ameche with Chi- 
| cago, the singer aboard American, 
and Alex G. Bell’s shadow aboard 


beng Henry Fonda and his wife 
| were off to the Coast, nestled aboard 
|a TWA flying carpet, while Charlie 
| Butterworth took one of the same 
chain of cloud bursters 
anapolis. Other TWA clients to the 
Pacific were Salvadore Dali and Mrs. 
Ray Milland. 

Burgess Meredith took United’s 
Cleveland-bound  sky-skier; Tom 
Harwood and a few other Paramount 
pix bosses United to Chi and, with the 
family of Dwight Morrow, Jr., went 
, Ward Morehouse, of The Sun, to Salt 
Lake City aboard a UAL Mainliner. 

Press politics paid public pre- 
|miums again when on Monday (24) 
| the Hotel New Yorker, operators of 
the airport’s Coffee Shop and other 
restaurants, went the whole hog’ 
slashed their prices, installed greater 
variety of food and better cooking 
in their quick-lunch emporium, all 
in addition to the 10%-off-booklets 
they initiated several week ago. 
Much of the credit for the move be- 
longs to Carl Snyder, entertainment 
magnate of’ the ‘hotel organization.” 








Speaking of money, as who doesn’t, | 


to Indi- | 


a} 


tionately among all the brackets. 





New Indie’s French Pix 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 


New indie production outfit, Alpha 
Films, incorporated in Delaware, an- 
nounced two pictures in the offing. 
First is ‘The Masked Beauty,’ based 
on a Parisian stage play, ‘Can-Can’, 
Second will be selected from several 
French dramas to which the new 
firm holds title. 

Alpha is being financed by M. R. 
Roy, who is seeking a release outlet. 
Adaptation of the plays has been 
turned over to T. E. D. Yost. 
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Do you rely entirely on one method of advertising? 


If you do, DON’T! You'll never hit the high-spots 
unless you hit hard everywhere. 


Lots of people out for a walk will “‘go for” a good 
poster display or a dramatic 24-sheet. Lots of peo- 
ple out for a stroll look in windows. Lots of people 
ambling along are attracted by bright lights and 
colorful display. 


Don't put all your advertising eggs in one basket, 
Spread them around. Yell your head off with good, 
readable, colorful, peppy posters, banners, flyers, 


snipes, novelties, displays. 


Use your head. It will show on the BLACK side in 


your box office. 


R E SEATS with NATIONAL \ClEE/Z SERVICE 
) | PRIZE BABY OF THE INDUSTRY 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 





Harry James Band with Helen 
Forrest, Dick Haymes, Corky Corko- 
fan; Franklyn Amore (2), Ray 
Bolger; ‘Skylark’ (Par), reviewed in 
‘Variety,’ Sept. 10. 





A young man with a sweet horn 
and a well-rounded band behind him 
are the pantywaists current dishes 
here, and evidently very tasty ones. 
A crowded house Wednesday night 
(19) rocked to Harry James’ musical 
pyrotechnics; gave Ray Bolger a 
great reception and a wham sendoff, 
and were plenty cordial to Franklyn 
D’Amore’s standard acro turn. 

James can now be taken into ac- 
count as one of the leading con- 
tenders for top band honors among 
the newer aggregations. His musical 
setup is such as to make it applicable 

situation. With 18 
pieces (four strings including cello; 
four rhythm; four reed and six 
brass, which takes imto account 
James’ own trumpet), this band can 
pour it on hot, or lay it in sweet, 
with James’ horn always predomi- 
nant and likeable. ; 

Band has two other plus factors in 
Helen Forrest, formerly with Benny 
Goodman and one of the top orch 


the vocals and also plenty 
Miss Forrest delivers ‘He’s 1-A in the 
iat ‘The Man I Love’ (in _ the 

elen Morgan manner) and ‘Will 
You Still Be Mine,’ while Haymes 
scores with ‘Mi * ‘The Sinner 
Kissed an Angel’ and ‘Old Man 
River. Both are on par with the 
crack aggregation behind them, with 
the musical accompaniment notable 
for a dance band. ae hy 

On the orchestra’s sweet side is 
‘This Love of Mine’ and “You Made 
Me Love You,’ others, and 
they’re excellent for the adult night 
audiences. More in the groove is 
‘Trumpet Rhapsody,’ na a 
romp for James, and a saxophone 
exercise that gives 16-year-old Corky 
Corkoran a chance to go to town solo 
on his tenor sax. Kid got immediate 
recognition. 

Bolger’s spoken comedy and come- 
dy dancing are outstanding towards 
the pit show’s finale. He socks with 
his eccentric hoofing and then a 
danceclog of jazz-age routines, start- 
ing with the Charleston and working 
up to the boogie woogie. He remains 
a showmanly, standout personality. 

Early in the proceedings, D’Amore, 
carting on his femme partner in a 
potato sack, rums through his sur- 
prising acro tricks, climaxed by his 
always surefire hand-to-feet lifts 
from a backband position over a 
special chair. The blonde femme, 
after working in male clothes, makes 
a pretty picture when stripping down 
while perched on D’Amore’s shoul- 
ders. 

James’ band is doubling from the 
nearby Lincoln hotel, not too tough 


son to such contemporary acts. Stunt 
of one of the men simulating a skat- 
ing beginner another as the instruc- 
tor, however, provided a laugh and 
hel things. 

aise Rand’s turn was full of eye- 
appeal in the way it was lighted and 
staged (she entered down center- 
stage staircase, Ayres band spotted 
behind that) and her fan and bubble 
routines were gracefully executed. 
Began encased in white eve- 
ning gown, which she stripped in a 
short stop at the wings. Bubbie 
dance was done in short, skirted cos- 
tume. She allowed a few glimpses 
of the Rand curves during the fan 
turn and posed spotlighted on the 
stairs at finale of both routines, cov- 
ered only by net bra and g-string. 
It was pretty tame stuff, and this 
audience reacted puiienty. a > 
sponse during turn was fe - 
tering. Surprisingly enough she 
kept the Strand’s balconyites under 
cover. There wasn’t a single crack 
or whistle. But, since there are 
several burlesque houses nearby, 
they may be used to what she has to 
offer. Wood. 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


—_——_——_ 





Boston, Nov. 21. 
Ritz Brothers (3), Allen & Kent 
(4), The Briants (2), Ruth Terry, 
The Great Falludys (7); ‘Sealed 
Lips’ (U). 





Ritz Brothers, opening here the 
day after Thanksgiving, had the 
house almost jammed for the first 
show, and by the time they appeared 
as the closing act, the eager custom- 
ers were ready for anything. And 
they got it. 

After that rough-house, hokum, 
terping performance the boys de- 
served a day off to recupe, but 
they’re doing four and five per here 
and it looks like a hefty take at the 
b.o. for the week’s run. They shoot 
so much stuff over the foots, and so 
fast, that everybody was dizzy when 
they begged off. 

Supporting bill is a smart assort- 
ment of variety that should please a 
maximum of patrons. The Falludys 
open with a short, snappy routine of 
teeter-board tricks, presented in a 
showmanly manner. Four-high 
somersault off the board is the big 
number, but all their work holds 
constant attention. 


Allen and Kent, dancers, deuce, in 
a slick routine of modern and old- 
time dancing. Young couple open 
with taps, then the old folks follow 
with fast bucks that get a big wel- 
come. For the finish they mix 
couples and truck off after a chal- 
lenge routine between the two duos. 

The Briants get over nicely with 
their dumb tramp act featuring the 
collapsible acro comedy by one of 
the partners. In an otherwise flashy- 








an assignment considering the Lin- 
coln’s late start (10 p.m.). Scho. 


STRAND, BROOKLYN 





Mitchell Ayres Orch (14) with 


| 


ibig section of applauders. ‘Chu Wa- 


action show, this turn provides a 
relief. 


Ruth Terry, next-to-close, sup- 
plies the songs. While she’s not so 
impressive musically, her fancy ar- 
rangements almost solve that prob- 
lem. Her socko personality wins a 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 





Julia Glass, Jane Courtland, Louise 
Sorensen, Barbara Chadwick, Tonia 
Gregor, Rose Gregor, Vivian Rivkin, 
Jane Carlson, Hans Heidemann, San- 
tos Ojeda, Lewis Teicher, Marcus 
Gordon, Frances Cassard, Ken 
Davidson, Hugh Forgie, Jerry Bran- 
don, Robert Shanley, Hilda Eckler, 
Glee Club, Rockettes, Ballet Corps, 
Symphony Orch led by Erno Rapee; 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO) _ reviewed 
‘Variety,’ Oct. 24. 





Unusual show is offered at the 
Music Hall currently. It’s particu- 
larly interesting as viewed from the 
lofty perspective of the guest box, 
im the rear of the auditorium, just 
underneath the ceiling and between 
the projection booth and one of the 
light booths. That is the location 
such attention-dodging 


pote during 
s 

case it was the only spot available in 
a packed house. 

Instead of the customary overture 
by the symphony orchestra, the 
present show opens with a 12-piano 
version of Ravel’s ‘Bolero,’ with Erno 
Rapee conducting and the pianos 
completely filling the pit. Pianists 
are Julia Glass, Jane Courtland, 
Louise Sorensen, Barbara Chadwick, 
Tonia Gregor, Rose Gregor, Vivian 
Rivkin, Jane Carlson, Hans Heide- 
mann, Santos Ojeda, Lewis Teicher 
and Marcus Gordon. For the final 
bars of the piece, the curtain parts to 
reveal the orchestra on a stand at 
stage rear, and it joins in for the 
climax. Number offers a novel 
presentation idea and is ingeniously 
staged, but the Ravel composition is 
hackneyed and monotonous, and at 
the end it develops into virtually a 
pounding match. 

Pianos in the pit drop out of sight 
and the orchestra on stage plays the 
accompaniment for the second num- 
ber, a vocal of ‘Estrellita,” with the 
Glee Club in ucho outfits and 
blonde Frances Cassard providing a 
rich soprano solo. Floor rises out 
of the .orchestra pit then and be- 
comes an extension of the fore-stage, 
providing room for the Rockettes, 
also in Latin-American togs, to do 
one of their characteristically bril- 
liant precision routines. 


After that, with the orchestra still 
playing, the bandstand rolls across 
the stage to the front and, as the 
selection is concluded, drops down 
into its regular level in the pit. Then 
Ken Davidson and Hugh Forgie pre- 
sent their spectacular and enor- 
mously skillful badminton playing, 
with Jerry Brandon offering over- 
obvious running comment. Hilda 
Eckler and the ballet corps then 
close the show with an impressively 
staged, sensuously rhythmic ballet, 
using a revolving turntable and 
colorful lighting for the finale. Hobe. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 








Meredith Blake, Johnny Bond, War-| Wa and ‘Chattanooga Choo Choo’ 


ren Covington; 4 Comets, Wally 
Brown with Annette Ames, Sally 
Rand; ‘3 Girls About Town’ (Col). 





There was only one act that meant 
anything in a_ beautifully lighted 
and staged 75 minutes of stage show 
here over the weekend. Wally 
Brown and Annette Ames, comedy- 
dancing duo, stood head and shoul- 
ders over the remainder of the bill, 
{ncluding Sally Rand, who was the 
main draw. 

Brown and Miss Ames ran through 
their familiar material, but most of 
this audience- apparently had never 
caught it before. Brown’s double- 
talk routine and the gag sequence 
with Miss Ames, capped by the danc- 
ing finish, pulled steady laughs and 
good bow-off response. 

Mitchell Ayres’ band, a_ over- 
balanced combo that had been at the 
nearby Hotel St. George for a long 
stretch about a year ago, is therefore 
not unknown to Brooklyn. Since that 
date, however, Ayres has made a lot 
of changes, none for the better. He 
now uses four trumpets, two trom- 
bones, four sax and three rhythm. 
When the outfit went riding on swing 
stuff those six brasses smothered the 
saxes, blacking out the rhythm and 
making for unsatisfying listening. 
Outfit did better on soft, muted 
tunes, where its easy tempo showed 
to advantage, but those interludes 
were too infrequent. 

Meredith Blake, girl singer, proved 
unexciting with sloppily phrased 
versions of ‘Jim’ and ‘Booglie Woog- 
lie Piggy,’ but had a better ‘Em- 
braceable You’ encore. She sold ’em 
dully. Warren Covington, trom- 
bonist-baritone, was brutal, though 
he seemed terribly nervous on his 
vocals. His tromboning out front 
wasn’t much better. However, after 
‘This Love of Mine’ and ‘Minka,’ 
audience demanded a song encore 
and got ‘If It’s True.’ Johnny Bond, 
trumpeter-vocalist, clicks solidly in 
foggy voice with several pops of 
‘Chattanooga Choo-Choo’ ilk, and 
works easily with Gee-Gee, a second 
horn blower, on ‘Skunk song. He’s 

okay. 

Four Comets, rollerskating turn, 
eame up with several neat tricks, but 
most of their stuff is elementary and 


|register best, 


1 and her other two 
offerings are ‘Ma’ and ‘Who.’ Larry 

| Flint and the house band are in the 

|pit, playing a very good 

| show. 

= 


PALOMAR, SEATTLE 


For. 





Seattle, Nov. 19. 
Lund & Lund, Irish & Leslie, Bob 
| Evans, Gil Robinson, 3 Rexolas, Al 
| Ules House Orch (6); ‘Down Mexico 
Way’ (Rep). 

Pit orchestra at the Palomar has a 
new ‘leader this week. Al Ules, for- 
merly at the Orpheum, Portland, 
Ore., now wields the baton, due to 
former leader, Meyer Burnette, giv- 
jing up his theatre chores to devote 
| entire time to his jewelry biz. 

Lund and Lund open with a neat 
balancing act, followed by Irish and 
Leslie, neat little blonde and boy, 
| who give out with comic patter and 
knockabout for nice volume of 
laughs, Scored heavily with a slow- 
motion prizefight that’s nicely timed. 
| Wind up with duet plus guitar, n.s,h. 

Bob Evans, in the three spot, leads 
off with vocal, ‘All I Want to Do Is 
Dance’, then into chronological rou- 
tine of dances that have ‘originated’ 
|in Harlem. Sells them in a nice man- 
iner that got a big hand. 

Gil Robinson next, opening with 
jokes and going on to do imitations 
and impressions. He tries to jam 
too much into too little time, giving 
Fred Allen, Winchell, Ted Lewis, 
Chas. Boyer, Eddie Cantor and 
Groucho Marx the onceover in a few 
minutes. Some were okay. Also, 
just because Ted Lewis can sell the 
corn is no guarantee that an imita- 
tion will do the same. Jokes and pat- 
ter could be cleaned up. Offcolor 
gags end references to ‘Grumble 
Beans’ (sponsor of mythical radio 
program which justifies the imita- 
tions) are a little shady for a family 
house, 

Three Rexolas wind up the 50-min- 
ute show. Two boys and a girl speed 
through a variety of tricks and bal- 
ancing acts, opening on roller skates, 
followed by some nifty hand.and pole 











without punch, at least in compari- 


balancing, Reed. 


opening | 


Minneapolis, Nov. 22. 


| Will Bradley Orch (16) with Ray 
McKinley, Terry Allen & Lynn 
|Gardner, Trixie, Lynn, Royce & 


Vanya, Al Bernie; ‘Appointment for 
| Love’ (U). 





| This is another pleasing Orpheum 
| stage show built on the solid founda- 
tion of a name band. With three 
acts to diversify the entertainment 
}and provide a full measure of com- 
|edy supplementary to the Will Brad- 
| ley musicmaking, layout has maxi- 
bos - audience satisfaction. 

t’s 


Minneapolis’ introduction to 
the Bradley in-person swing, and 
local jivers are eating it up. The 
leader wisely intersperses sweet 


| with swing, keeps busy with his 
}emceeing and tromboning and gives 
}plenty of leeway to his madeap 
| drummer-vocalist, Ray McKinley, 
| whose prominence has preceded him 
| here via radio and platters. 

_‘Serub Me, Mama,’ of course, is 
|right up the band’s groove. This and 
| several other numbers have McKin- 
|ley vocalizing the choruses. The 
boys take a whirl at the sweet melo- 


dies when Terry Allen, male war- 
| bler, lands solidly with ‘Liza’ and 
‘Blue Champagne,’ surefire under 


|any circumstances, but enhanced by 


the Bradley arrangements. and 
| Allen’s delivery. 

| Trixie, youthful juggler, first of 
ithe acts, does some unusual and 


| difficult feats, such as jumping rope 
and juggling plates while bouncing 
ia ball on her head. She eatches a 
ball tossed from the audience on a 
stick held in her mouth and winds 
up by juggling four large rubber 
balls while she’s bouncing one on 
her dome. 

The peak of boogie-woogie attain- 
ments is reached when the Six Texas 
Hot Dogs, from the band, dish out 
‘Basin Street Boogie,’ sending the 
hepcats into ecstasies. Then there’s 
a return to musical sanity, with 
Allen warbling a superlative ar- 
rangement of ‘Ghost of a Chance.’ 

Dance comicalities of Lynn, Royce 
and Vanya always click here and 
bear repetition. Ballroom and adagio 
burlesquing is strictly of bigleague 
calibre. Lynn Gardner, the band’s 
feminine vocalist, is attractive and 








her interpretations of ‘Jim’ and 
‘Tired of Waiting for You’ don’t let 
the customers down. McKinley 


whips it up terrifically on the drums 


during @ sw arrangement of the 
classic Sunil of the Mountain King.’ 

Al Bernie keeps them in laughter 
with his smart patter, comedy 
songs He has a hard 
time off. finishes with 
an app = woogie out- 
burst, “Beat 

A well-filled , 3 the initial 
show Friday. Rees. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Now. 22. 


A. B. Marcus’ Continental Revue 
with Florence Hin Low, Latasha & 
e, Janada, Leon Miller, 
Sparky Kaye, McCurdy, 
Mossman, Bob White & Ruth Durrell, 
Dancers (24), 3 Chords; 
‘Never Give Sucker Even Break’ 
(Uv). 


show itself, crowding the stage to 
the limits with femmes, costumes and 
scenery, with a few sketches to 
round out the hour. Five big sets 
show the girls off in Tahitian, Jap- 
anese, Oriental temple, conga and 
cage numbers, and specialties are pa- 
raded before these. 

Top specialty is contributed by 
Florence Hin Low, contortionist 
Chinese lass who played the house 
as a single earlier in the summer. 
Her ease of performance and degree 
of accomplishment easily set her at 
the top of her class, as she heads the 
temple number pre mid-show. Later, 
her kind of work is approached by 
Janada, South African-Oriental, in 
the trapeze and cage number toward 
the finale. 


Three Chords, in routine of vocal 
gymnastics and imitations; Leon Mil- 
ler, in resume of past dance step 
favorites, and Sparky Kaye, in some 
comedy bits, get over, too. Singing 
of Ruth Durrell, Ed McCurdy and 
Bob White, and fast talk of Jack 
Mossman round out specialties. An 
outstanding number is adagio two- 
some of Latasha and Laurence, Aus- 
tralians, spotted mid-way as a duo 
specialty. A banter turn between 
Bob White and set of audience 
plants, and a record synchronized 
with Sparky Kaye's facial contor- 
tions are the smallest parts of the 
hour, and some change in these could 
better the show. 


W. C. Fields opus on screen is a 
better than average film booking 
here and combo giving a cheery 
week at the b.o. Quin 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 











| Al Donahue Orch (14) with Jean 
|\Gordon and Phil Brito; Frances 
| Faye, Hal Leroy, Chester Fredericks 
& Gloria Lane, The Nonchalants (3); 
Newsreels and Shorts 





Lineup this week looks good both 


lorch, combined with Hal Leroy and 
|Frances Faye, pack plenty of head- 
line talent, all of which is reflected 
in healthy attendance. 


Miss Faye is one of the two indi- 
vidual standouts on the bill, tieing 
the house up with scorching ren- 
ditions of such tunes as ‘Daddy,’ 
\‘Yes Indeed,’ ‘All That Meat’ and 
|other torrid numbers in authentic 


could have stayed all night. 
Running close to Miss Faye for 


nicely with his familiar, smooth taps 
while seated on chair. 


Donahue band, opening with ‘Con- 
certo,’ performs with practiced ease. 
Listens well under the _ leader’s 
suave, personable fronting but could 
use a couple of sock orchestrations 
to cinch it. Interpretation of Brahms’ 
‘Lullaby’ is good, and their best. 

Femme Jean Gordon and Phil 
Brito, band vocalists, warble pleas- 
antly. Latter delivers pop tunes such 
as ‘You and I,’ and ‘How Deep Is 
Ocean’ for solid returns. ‘Shrine of 
Saint Cecelia,’ air and disc specialty, 
went big also. 

Nonchalants, knockabout acrobats 
employing effective comedy touches, 
held audience all the way, topping 
off with couple of smashing bal- 
ancing bits. 

Chester Fredericks and Gloria 
Lane, comedy and daicing combo, 


about and acrobatic hoofing with 
mild comedy interpolations, 


around for years, essays a_ high- 
school en 

mild returns. i 
ventional taps: 


rl solos with con- 
Mori. 





on stage and marquee. Al Donahue 


Harlem style. Songstress. at piano, | 


opened. The twosomer, doing knock- 


lacks 
distinction. Fredericks, who’s been 


impersonation for 


———— 


STRAND, N. Y. 


ae ea Galle Bogen, “wit Caro. 

Ta ers ranki 
Carison; Stapletons (2), Lowe. Hite 
& Stanley; Died with Their 
Boots On’ (WB), reviewed in 
‘Variety,,’ Nov. 12. 


Woody Herman’s band continues 
to improve and is now solid 

i all the way. However, for 
an rtant Broa | date, he’s 
made error of including a vocal- 
ist, Caroline Gray, who appears 
hardly out of the amateur class in 
delivery and virtually impression- 








but it’s to the young jive 
maestro’s credit that he soon over- 
comes the offbeat start. 

Herman’s swing rates high in the 
band’s own innings, while the Strand 


before a jammed house Friday 
night (21). 

Herman on the clarinet and his 14 
pieces behind him are jumping 
nearly all the way, also including a 
jam session by a quartet out of the 
band, Frankie Carlson at the drums, 
the pianist, bass player and the lead- 
er’s own instrumentation. Herman 
bills em as The Four Chips and they 
deliver the ‘Chips’ Boogie Woogie’; 
very torrid. — 

About the only excursion into the 
sweet side is the choral version of 
‘This Time the Dream’s On Me,’ with 
Herman himself pacing vocally and 
with the licorice stick. It’s neatly 
done and well lighted. The leader 
follows it with ‘Blues in the Night,’ 
from the Warner picture of the same 
name which follows the Strand’s 
current show. 

Not to be overlooked is Carlson’s 
great session on the traps in the 
closing ‘Golden Wedding,’ nor the 
fine novelty of Billie Rogers, femme 
| trumpeter-singer from the Univer- 
|sity of Montana, who gives out hot 
|with “Yes Indeed’ about midway in 
|the show. She’s a nice-looking girl 
who could look even nicer in better 
| costuming and smarter coiffure. 
Scho. 





STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 21. 
Andrews Sisters, Johnnie (‘Scat) 
Davis orch (13), Joey Rardin, Maysy 
& Brach, Gloria Van, Joe Martin, 
| Tony Cabot; ‘One Foot In Heaven’ 
| (WB). 








WB deluxer is getting to be home 
|for the Andrews Sisters. This is 
'third visit here in less than a year, 
and if the enthusiasm of the cash cus- 
tomers means anything —and since 
|when hasn’t it?—the welcome mat 
hereabouts for the girls is just as 
bright and shiny as ever. Last time 
|around, Fourth of July week, they 
|}came close to setting a new house 
record and, with a holiday (Thanks- 
giving) again this time, they’ll prob- 
|ably make another strong bid. Open- 
|ing show a pretty good tipoff, with 
the house packed from top to bottom. 

Jukebox darlings had a little 
trouble with their accompaniment at 
getaway but that was corrected by 
ithe second show and it was smooth 
| sailing for them thereafter. As it 


| was, they did five numbers at the 
| first performanmce and could have 
|Slapped across at least one more, 
maybe two, without any obvious 


milking. The Misses Andrews warm 
"em up with ‘Aurora,’ one of their 
biggest clicks, and then go through 
‘Sleepy Serenade,’ ‘Chattanooga Choo 
Choo,’ ‘Jealous’ and ‘Apple Blossom 
Time,’ and over to smash propor- 
tions. Not surprising though since 
| Stanley is getting to be a disc best- 


top response was Hal Leroy. Slick | seller’s : ae cial ie . 

: md os : s delight, as witness the past 
fb aed cashed d = a = two weeks when Ink Spots and then 
caper gy _ — a . Jimmy Dorsey both crocked ’em. 
Eccentric Movements. Wound up | : 


As is usually the case when the 
| Andrews trio comes around, the band 
| with them on the bill doesn’t get 
}much of a chance. Currently it’s 
| Johnnie (‘Scat’) Davis who has to be 
|content with about 15 minutes, and 
orch doesn’t have much of an oppor- 
tunity with that brief allotment. 
Band, however, makes the most of its 
quarter hour, swiftly going across 
with a hot drum specialty a hillbilly 
warbler who doubles in brass; Gloria 
Van, oomphy vocalist who clicks 
with ‘Jim’ and ‘Blue Skies,’ and Davis 
himself, more florid than ever before 
when he pushes the valves down, 
taking a hot trumpet lead on ‘Deep 
River.’ Maestro, who’s still well- 
remembered locally through his 
sereen work for WB (in addition to 
that, he was a local fave a decade 
ago with Jimmy Joy’s outfit at Eddie 
Klein’s-old Villa Royale), packs a lot 
of personality into that rapidly 
blooming frame of his and manages 
to get more out of his abbreviated 
session that the ordinary band leader 
would. 

Davis’ orch carries five brasses, five 
reeds, bass, piano and drums anc 

(Continued on page 26) 
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(Continued from page 24) 


makes a lot of music. It’s the kind of | 
rhythm that’s right up the alley of) 
the Andrews following. There are 
two other acts on the bill, both of 
them smashes. Up front is the team 
of Maysy and Brach, working on a 
unicycle and taking their lives in 
their hands, also the audience’s 
breath away. Gal is a hundle of s.a. 


ter, and inclusion of trick shots and 
touches of comedy make the niche 
very entertaining. 

Closing routine by line features 
precision stuff with vari-sized bounc- | 
ing balls, a swell flash and just right | 
to wind up the proceedings. 


Biz very good. Burm. 


Majestic, San Antonio 


STATE, N. Y. 


Jackie Beekman, 5 Canestrellys, 
Nelson’s Novelettes, Condos Bros. 
(2). Jack Durant, Martha Raye, Ruby 
Zwerling House Band; ‘You'll Never 
Get Rich’ (Col.) 


The State has a nice layout of 
names this week, but the show 


in the columnist-type of comment. 
The newsreel coverage is world- 
wide in scope, ranging from local 
hockey games to footage from the 
Finnish-Russian war front. Added to 
the program this week is March of 
Time’s latest release, ‘Main Street, 
U.S.A.’ 

Theatre seats 640 and represents 
refinements discovered necessary in 
operation of the 10 other news thea- 





doesn’t play as strongly as it looks 





San Antonio, Nov. 22. 





and would earn her salary if only | 
for decorative purposes, but she’s} 
considerable of a help in many other 
ways although the fellow’s the back- 
bone of the act. His trick of twirling 
11 hoops in different directions while 
perched up near the flies is a lulu, 
Other turn is Joey Rardin, a clever 
half-pint who could easily replace | 
the sound effects department at any | 
major film studio. Imitates assort-| 
ment of musical instruments, auto 
horns, etc., giving it all a lift with a| 
cute perscnality and some okay pat- 
ter. He's almost a dead-ringer for} 
Jimmy Cagney, so it’s inevitable that | 
he do a takeoff on the flicker star, in| 
this case the death house scene from 
‘Angels With Dirty Faces.’ Corny 


} 


thought, judging from the returns; a| ¢als by the maestro and the orches- 


ifferent finifh for his type of turn |. _ 
d : , vI Cohen | throughout are ‘Basin Street,’ ‘Sugar 


would be more fitting. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


CO y 9 | ‘ 
Chicago, Nov. 22. | ence do okay with a tap acro and 


Hollywood Blondes (3), Com- 
manders (16) with Blanche Bradley, 
Nicholas Bros. (2), Gil Lamb. Chi- 
cago Ballet (16); ‘Yank in R.A.F’ 
(20th). 


{ 
} 


This is a smash b.o. week at the 





Chicago. It'll be extra shows every 
day, with a lineup of talent that 


should be satisfactory at all.times. 
It’s a standard show for the Chicago. 


Gil Lamb stands out with his com- 
edy. Lamb, alternately an acrobat, 
harmonica player, harmonica trick- 
ster and eccentric dancer, has been 
around a long time. He now comes 
up with still another routine, and 
this one is better than anything he’s 
done in the past. He’s up-to-the- 
minute, currently doing some really 
funny clowning about jitterbugs. It 
concerns a jitterbug seated in a pic- 


Clyde McCoy Orch (12), Bennett | 
Sisters (4), Texas Jim Lewis and 
Lone Star Cowboys (4), Freddie |} 
Stewart, Dolores Gay, Johnson & | 
Diehl, Sylvia & Clemence; ‘New | 
York Town’ (Par). 

| 





It’s Thanksgiving week, and local 
theatre fans have much to be, 
thankful for in this stage treat being | 
provided for them by the Interstate | 
circuit. This is a fast-moving 60-! 
minute unit, with main burden on 
Clyde McCoy’s rhythms. 

To the theme of ‘Sugar Blues,’ be- | 
hind curtains, then opening on full! 
stage, orch gets show off to a smart)| 


start with ‘Tear It Down,’ with Vo- | 


Other tunes smartly played 
Blues’ and ‘Bugle Call Rag.’ 
Johnson and Diehl have a smart 


iturn for good laughs, with the man 


lturning in some nifty juggling. | 
{Dolores Gay gets over as a_ tap 


lspecialist, while Sylvia and Clem-| 


comedy routine. Particularyy good 


bit is rhythm tap whike skipping | 
rope. | 
Texas Jim Lewis and his Lone | 


Star Cowboys turn in a fine per- 
formance with sors of the range 
and old favorites. Danny, of the 
group, is heard in a nifty rendition 
of their latest recording ‘My Sun- 
shine. Group of four has violin, 
accordion and two guitars, with 
Lewis on the bass fiddle. 


Featured vocalist is Freddie Stew- 
art. who had to beg off. Has a high- 
register voice and sells well. He’s 
heard to good advantage in ‘Hush of 
Night’ and ‘Berkeley Square.’ 





four Bennett Sisters, localites known 
hereabouts as the Means Sisters. 





ture house and listening to a swing 
band. It’s great mugging and fine 
natural comedy. 

Nicholas Bros. remain great, They 
have excellent dancing style, doing 
some difficult work and smashing 
through impressively. Okay for any 
audience, 

Another bright turn, skating trio 
of the Hollywood Blondes, make an 
excellent appearance, unusual for 
femme acrobats, especially skaters. 
They come up with good tricks run 
off snappily. 

Fourth turn, 16 Singing Command- 
ers, have volume in appearance and 
also in vocal strength. They go over 
on their own. But they are fronted 
by one Bianche Bradley, whose ap- 
pearance is all wrong and whose 
tonsils continually clash with every- 
body else’s. She is an _ off-key 
soprano of particular shrillness. 

Line numbers are neat. Gold. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Nov. 22. 


Johnny Woods, Stuart & Lee, Les-| 


ter Oman, Gene Archer, Roxeyettes 
(16), Coleman Clark & Co. (3), Fe- 


lice Iula & House Orch (13); ‘Sus-| large opening-night audience. 


picion’ (RKO). 


rranged into presentati r lr 
Arranged into presentation form to! with t 


accommodate trio of routines 


by the! Comes to 


time since making good and go over- 
|board for the homefolks. On for a 
| Session of songs, then come back for 
|rhythm taps. Also heard with Stew- 
j}art and Larry Pall in ‘Daddy.’ Girls 
| turn in a nice performance, and 
| their best songs are ‘Booglie Wooglie 
Piggy’ and ‘You Made Me Love You.’ 

Bob Nelson turns in a nice bit of 
|pianoing to orchestra background of 
the pop version of Tschaikowsky’s 
‘Concerto.’ 


Show caught at second perform- 
ance opening day had full house. 
Andy. 


COLONIAL, DAYTON 


Dayton, O., Nov. 20. 
Ben Bernie Band, 3 Tune Poets, 
Don Saxon, Jerri Withie, 
Sisters, Hillbilly Trio, Calgary Bros.; 
‘Aldrich for President’ (U). 





About 18 months ago the two 
| Bailey Sisters opened their first pro- 


|}fessional engagement with Ben 
{Bernie in this city. Meantime, 

they’ve become popular, and their 
| return with Bernie, singing tunes 
| they’ve recorded was hailed by a 


The Baileys are charming in man- 
ner and sing intelligently. Opening 
| with ‘Yes, Indeed,’ they continue 
he slyly suggestive ‘Man Who 
Our House,’ then present 


: scter pwattac Te 7 
production, with interpolated spe- | “boner, and Fraidy Cat. : 
Sleltlen -diichine wish tn ttm. bes! Bernie has a good 15-piece band 
eect “taal eee eee , and the best show he has ever 
terims. Vith house orch, ably| 


sticked by Felice Iula, in the pit, and | 
Gene Archer supplying offstage vo-| 
cals and introes, pace holds through- | 


out, with Coleman Clark’s table! 
tennis a surprising click next to 
closing. 


Fast opening, a la Panamerica, by 
line brings on Stuart and Lee, youth- 


brought to Dayton. The Ole Maestro 
is in fine fettle and paces the layout 
smoothly. 

‘Elmer’s Tune’ by the band, opens 
the show. Orch’s feature is ‘Concerto 
in B Flat,’ which gives Joe Rann a 
chance on the ivories, which he han- 
dles neatly 


ful ball : ; tok witt A hillbilly trio, consisting of Bob 
« . achy xnrit | - . . 

ul ba lroom duo, in flashy stuff with} Atcher, Bonnie Blue Eyes and 
< ake ve ‘tiifea ¢ > J . 

capes. Make nice picture and set| Brother Randy, contributes a pleas- 

matters for intro by quartet from|jng program, opening with ‘Cool 

in . , y © me of a ad : Ail, }} , 5 

line of Johnny vi oods, who steps| Waters,’ a refreshing new western 

down into one for session of traves- 


ties on current radio programs. 
Score well and brings back the girls 
for a picture number in front of an 
old-fashioned clock. 

Routine proves a novel means 
introducing Lester Oman with his 
marionets, manipulated on a small 
platform. Works swiftly and surely 
with dancing figures of a darky, 
skeleton and ‘little old lady.’ Encore 
bits feature two dolls, one of which 
handles the strings to move the 
other, a juggling clown. Lad drew 
an extra encore, a drum majorette 
twirling a tiny baton to excellent 
response. 

Woods returns for rest of his act, 
devoted to mimicry of radio, piz and 
political familiars, good for solid re- 
sponse and resulting in a series of 
bends and intro of Bob Larimer, who 
brings on Coleman Clark. Table ten- 
nis champ plays a nine-point match 
with George Hendry, former inter- 
collegiate title holder. Larimer keeps 
matters nicely steamed up via pat- 


of | 


tune, and then offers its best-known 
recorded number, ‘You Are My Sun- 
shine. Brother Randy gives with 
the ‘Crying Song,’ and the trio con- 
cludes with ‘Texas Plains.’ 

Another trio, this one _ instru- 
mental, affords opportunity to Art 
Van Damme to show how hot he can 
become on the accordion—and that’s 
plenty. His partners are Bert Hill 
ard Walter Kamin. Jerri Withie is 
a solo dancer who knows a large 
repertoire of snappy taps. 

Calgary brothers have a smooth, 
standard routine in slow-motion 
acrobatics and fight sequence. Also 
do a Russian dance that’s more for 
|fun than dancing, yet not without 
| its terp points. 

After this show the Colonial re- 
verts temporarily exclusively to pic- 
tures, resuming stage and screen 
shows Dec. 26, Business has been 
above average, but lack of suitable 
stage material and the usual pre- 
Christmas luil are given as reasons 
for the switch. Kany. 


f 





' shapes, she tosses in a few tried-and- 


/spersed with the sudden somersaults 


| brothers, 
| and-heel 
|Not over-hep on 


| terpsichore. 


Receiving a nice welcome are i Durant would probably have 


1 |m.c.ing 
Girls are appearing here for the first | turn. 


McCoy m.c.s entire lay- | 
out nicely. 


Bailey | 


on paper. 
good acts, but a lack of anything of | 
really such proportions to tie it all| 
up 

o~— is offered as ‘Martha Raye’s 
Houseparty,’ with Ruby Zwerling’s 
house tooters taken -out of the pit 
and installed on the stage. Jackie 
Beekman m.c.s. Miss Raye, in the 
closing spot, clicks fairly well, but is 
considerably less than smash with 
her clowning. She’s a past master 
at screwy antics before a mike, but 
her material is strictly mild. In ad- 
dition to bending herself into pretzel 


true gags, sings a couple of tunes and 
does a bit of terping. 

Jack Durant, recently out of 
George Abbott's hit Broadway musi- 
cal, ‘Pal Joey,’ gets a goodly share of 
guffaws with a string of gags, imita- 
tions of Gable, Boyer and Richman 
and some hoofing. It’s all inter- 


for no apparent reason with which 
Durant fans are familiar and which 
they enjoy. 

Standard tap team, the two Condos 
with their rapid-fire toe- 
work, snap over neatly. 
personality, they 
it with their tricky 
Their. recent picture 
work gives them additional value on 
the houseboards out front. 

Five Canestrellys and Nelson's 
Novelettes, in the early spots, com- 
plete the bill. Canestrellys, two men 
and three gals, perform on unsup- 
ported ladders. They’re rather mild 
and have unbecoming costumes. Nel- 
son’s turn is a marionet show, the 
operators being visible to the audi- 
ence. It won a generous helping of 
handpatter. 

Beekman is a pallid and meaning- 
less m.c. He takes no spot of his own 
and merely introes the acts perfunc- 


make up for 


more advantageously handled the 
in addition to his regular 
Herb. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


There's a combination of | 


tres built previously by the corpo- 
ration, which, in Dallas, has an oper- 
ating agreement with Interstate 
Theatres, Inc. The manasement of 
the theatre group tries diligently to 
relate the theatre to radio and news- 
paper journalism. 

Upstairs is a broadcasting studio 
which will be used for special news 
programs. In the lobby are wire- 
printers that are identical with those 
in newspaper offices, and patrons 
entering or leaving the theatre may 
stop to watch the teletype machines 
in action as they bring in news 
flashes. The reading lounge is 
equipped with comfortable chairs 
and here the visitor may relax and 


read the latest mewspapers. or 
periodicals. Later, when arrange- 
ments have been completed, the 


house will present daily news broad- 
casts and audience participation pro- 
grams in the broadcasting studio. 
The Telenews theatre will change 
its programs each Friday, but ex- 
traordinary events covered by 
local cameramen will be rushed im- 
meditely to the screen, 
Herbert Scheftel, 
Telenews theatre, and Alfred G. 
Berger, sec.-treasurer, were present 
for the auspicious opening. R. J. 
O'Donnell, general manager of Inter- 
state, represented his group. Berg. 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


——_. 


Miami, Nov. 22. 


Tommy Wonder & Betty, Harry 
Savoy, Cino & Cortez, Alf Latell, 
Ray & Arthur, Charley Shay House 
Orch; ‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB). 





Punchy parlay of Dashiell Ham- 
mett’s exciting flicker and sprightly 
little revue, topped by Tommy Won- 


der’s diverting terpology, recom- 
mend this as first-rate entertain- 
ment. 

Although Wonder and his sister, 


Betty, have been around for a con- 


tain refreshing 
pleasant pair, 
lifesize femme 


youthfulness. A 
his routine with a 
dummy is perhaps 





Charlie Barnet Orch with Ford 
| Leary, Bob Burnett; Hazel Bruce, Al 


| Lane, Peckin’ Joe, Freddie & Flo,| 
Thompson | 


'Swan & 
| Brothers 


Lee, Vicla 
(2), House 
Point Widow’ (Par). 
| As usual at this 
| filmer, the better part of the stage- 
|show is the band and a couple of 
|hoofers, while the comedians and 
| Singers are only ordinary. Also, as 


|off the elbow, the sound amplifying 


|system is inferior and the audience 
is a pushover, particularly for corny 
|}comedy. Attendance was moderate 
iat the dinner show Friday (21). 

Main draw is Charlie Barnet’s 
|band. Outfit keeps things throbbing 
| with hot rhythms, stressing Barnet’s 


Line; ‘West 


| 





'sax and the reed and brass sections. | 


Blaring style of playing isn’t helped 
by the moderate-sized house and the 
amplification system. Also, the 
band’s informal stage manner is 
sometimes overdone to the point of 
| carelessness. Of the individual mem- 
bers, Ford Leary, trombonist, sings a 
couple of vocals; Bob Burnett, 
trumpeter, has numerous solo bits, 
jand one of the sax players directs 
the crew for the vaude acts. Two 
regular vocalists, Hazel Bruce and 
| Al Lane, don’t impress here, partly 
i because of the manner of presenta- 
| tion. The outside acts are all colored. 
| Of the acts, Peckin’ Joe, done up 
|in an orange suit of tails, with a red 
hat and black shoes, does a couple of 
tap routines in the accepted Harlem 


|idiom. Freddie and Flo yell a point- | 


less and dreary comedy sketch, then 
do a moment or two of songs and 
hoofing, all pretty so-whatish. Also 
would-be comics, Swan and Lee, 
shout just as determinedly, but fail 
to register with a tedious skit. 

Viola, a slim, rubbery 
offers a rather incredible assortment 
of contortions which, if 
with more showmanship, 
probably look lots better. 


would 
It’s a good 


turn though. Thompson Brothers, | 
sporting flashy outfits of contrasting 
|green and tan, beat out a snappy 


|hoofing routine, drawing special at- 
}tention with some unusual toe taps. 
The house dancing chorus (four men 
and four girls) is so-so, as normally. 
Hobe. 


TELENEWS, DALLAS 


(NEWSREELS) 





Dallas, Nov. 25. 

Dallas’ newest theatre and Texas’ 
first exclusive newsreel house, the 
Telenews opened Friday night (21) 
with customers racked to the side- 
walk. General reaction of the public 
definitely was favorable to the novel 
form of screen presentation. 

Programs, like in other such news- 
reel houses, begin on the hour. H. V. 
Kaltenborn and Reagan McCrary, a 
former Texan, are seen and heard 
” ‘ 





youngster, | 


presented | 


best received. However, single by 
Betty and legit ballroom workout 
are likewise clicky. 

Harry Savoy is another who’s been 
around. Comic is inclined to be too 
blue for a family house such as this. 
Otherwise he’s amusing and em- 


|ploys a hesitation delivery for sure- 
Harlem vaud- | 


fire results. Also capably calls the 
show and does a briefly comedy turn 
with a femme foil. 

Two Cubans from Queens County, 


|N. Y., Cino and Cortez, feature some 
usual, the Apollo’s staging is strictly | fancy fingering of a mandolin and 
| guitar, in 
| contributions. 


their vocal 
As such they’re okay. 
Alf Latell’s dog turn dates back pos- 
|sibly to the premiere of ‘Peter Pan.’ 
| Acts such as this are somewhat 
|passe now, though fact cannot be 
denied that Latell has an uncanny 
lability for expertly 
Fido’s physical functions, apparently, 
| he’s still solid Jackson, at least with 
i'this house. 

| Those who faithfully follow Mr. 
Atlass’ rigorous bottybeautiful build- 
up, yet fail to fit into the master’s 
cutout, will find consolation in view- 


addition to 


ing the slightly sensational lifts and | 


| holds accomplished by Ray and Ar- 
thur. Entirely minus of any of the 
customary bulging biceps, these two 
slightly built Titans accomplish 
amazing feats of muscular balance 
without even breathing hard. 
House band sticked by 
|Shay, is now giving with a socky 
| curtainraiser, and contributing no 
| little to the proceedings. 
Biz on the upbeat. 


Leslie. 


“No Fla. Gambling’ | 


j 


| 




















edge and acquiescence of local law 
enforcement officials. They say that 
| deplorable lack of law enforcement 
in general, and widespread lack of 


cies has resulted. They believe that 
this condition is so serious as to con- 
stitute a definite menace to the rep- 
utation and continued welfare of 
this area and a hazard to all law 
abiding citizens and all lawful busi- 
ness... 

‘I have accordingly directed the 
sheriffs of Dade and Broward coun- 
ties to use every lawful means and 
aii possible diligence to bring this 
situation to an end and to close out 
these gambling and bookmaking es- 
tablishments and keep them out...’ 

Nitery and bookie operators who 
were thrown into a panic by the 
sudden order were quick to predict 
that the season couldn’t survive with- 
out gambling. While none of the 
syndicate heads would make any 
statement regarding the shutdown, 
it was understood that the town was 
closed down tight within an hour 
} after the statement was released. 





its | 


president of} 


siderable while, duo continues to re- | 


aping faithful | 


Charley 


anc ontinued from page la—eee | 


confidence in law enforcement agen- | 


——!», 


MAINSTREET, K. C, 





Kansas City, Nov. 22. 

John Boles, Frank Conville with 
Sammy Dale, Falls, Reading & 
Boyce, Virginia Johnson, Mary Grae 
ham Minor Girls (16), Katherine 
Kennedy, Eddie Schulz’s House Orch 
(12), Gene Moore; ‘Buy Me That 
Town’ (Par). 





In its third week since reopening 
on a vaudfilm combo, Mainstreet ig 
augmenting its house production 
policy with the name of John Boles, 
As a singer Boles is first rate and 
leaves little to he desired in thig 
department, but as a headliner hig 
drawing power is mild and as a 
rounded vaude act his work could be 
improved. 

Producer Will Harris tags this 
one ‘Hooray for ‘Hollywood’ and 
comes up with an unevenly paced 
50 minutes that is a combination of 
ups and downs, carrying more for 
the marquee than any of his pre- 
vious shows: Friday (21) biz 
though, was unsteady. 

Mary Graham Minor’s line leads 
off in a fanwaving routine and then 
stage is given over to a fur fashion 
show using some linegirls and some 
professional models. Furs involve 
a tieup with radia station KCKN and 
brings in Katherine Kennedy of the 
station staff to announce and stay on 
ito m.c. parts of the stage production. 
|Fashion show might fill a niche 
nicely but runs too long. 

Falls, Reading and Boyce take 
over from here in an acro and terp 
routine that’s decidedly mild, and 
Virginia Johnson has a brief inning 
to soprano ‘Maria Elena’ as the 
winner of the weekly ‘stars of to- 
morrow’ amateur tryouts. Line gets 
in its best offering as sweater girls, 
swinging Indian clubs and prancing 
through magenta and flicker spots. 

In Frank Conville house has a 
more proven standard act whose 
repartee with partner Sunny Dale 
and travestized imitations of Charles 
Chaplin as “The Great Dictator’ are 
capable contributions. Duo works 
hard for less than deserved applause, 
Boles fills the closing minutes with 
his ace vocalling of ‘Following the 
Sun Around,’ ‘My Sister and I,’ his 
ever-popular ‘One Alone’ and ‘Wait- 
ing at the Gate for Katie.’ Last one 
is worked in with line number to 
iclose the proceedings with bit of 
flash. 

Screen fare adds nothing to the 
week's drawing power and boxoffice 
lentirely dependent upon Boles’ 
name. Receipts are improved over 
previous week, but under expectae 
| tions. Quinn, 








| EMBASSY, N. Y. 
| 
| 


(NEWSREELS) 


Good photography and 
tion distinguish the new crop here 
rather than sensationalism or war 
action. Latter is apparently getting 
more difficult to obtain but Foxe 
Movietone has current clip on ree 
lease which shows what is pure 
ported to be—and probably is—some 


presenta 


| actual warfare between Russians and 
Finns as latter are attacked crossing 
a river. 
A substantial sprinkling of per- 
sonalities has been lured to the 


mike. In connection with the coal 
strike, since called off, Par nailed 
| John L. Lewis, whose eyebrows sl 

!up on film like forbidding forests} 
Benjamin Fairless, steel tycoon, and 
Senator Connolly of Texas. Tacked 
to this is yntribution 


Ow 


a Universal c 
concerning violence. 

| Kurusu, Japanese envoy, is an- 
other world figure grabbed by the 
newsreels. Sneaker Rayburn of the 
House was coaxed to speak on U. S. 
| arming of ships but they couldn't get 
| him to say hardly more than ‘hello.’ 
If Rayburn won’t agree to give more 
than the time of day, why should U 
have bothered with him—or any 
other newsreel contact men who lay 
the groundwork? 

A very interesting exclusive by the 
Embassy itself offers Tex McCrary 
on the British-India situation, with a 
| well-worded and _  applause-getting 
| speech, as part of it, by an Indian. 
Latter, while very good, sounds a 
bit ministerial oratorically. A _ bit 
with. an India envoy, from Par, 1$ 
appended. McCrary’s excellent film 
voice and delivery stand out. 

Arthur Menken, globe - trotting 
|Par-ite, has sent in pictures of 
!a military tour of Hawaii that 
lcommand attention, while Fox 
adds some particularly finely-photo- 
graphed scenes of bombers in the air 
against effective cloud backgrounds. 

Good photography also characters 
izes a hockey game, horse race and 
football tussles. The Penn-Army 
and Tennessee-Boston College grid 
battles are covered, while Fox pre- 
sents its 1941 All-American candi- 
dates, together with plays featuring 
them, a very interesting and well- 
done compilation. 

In addition to an Abbott and Cos- 
tello bit as a plug for their latest 
film, items of lesser import include 
U. S. air cadets in school, class 0 
army nurses at Fort Bragg. N. C.3 
salvaging of scuttled German ship, 
blood banks, testing of drivers with 
drinks under their belt at Kansas 
City, a Texas train wreck, Chicago 
dog show, pneumatic boats, testing 
of a new submachine gun, pictures of 
the Ark Royal (recently sunk) and 
a French Indo-China peneter,. 
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THE PRINT WILL © 
BE READY FOR 
NEW YEARS! 











Electrifying news for this industry! 


The greatest New Year’s attraction any company 
ever had is now set to reap the holiday fortune. 


Of course it’s “BABES ON BROADWAY“! 


Everybody knows how truly sensational is this 
MICKEY ROONEY, JUDY GARLAND, M-G-M 


musical extravaganza. 
It will be trade-shown December 9th. 


400 prints will be available for day-and-date 
bookings to welcome 1942 with joyous shouts 
and jingling shekels. 


Happy New Year from The Friendly Company! 


—w, 








) we 


MICKEY ROONEY « JUDY GARLAND in “BABES ON BROADWAY” with Fay Bainter * Virginia Weidler « Ray © 
McDonald ¢ Richard Quine *« Donald Meek »* Alexander Woollcott * Screen Play by Fred Finklehoffe and Elaine Ryan ¢ Original 
Story by Fred Finklehoffe « Directed by BUSBY BERKELEY + Produced by ARTHUR FREED «¢ A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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South America Would Protect | 
Earnings of Own Concert-Opera 





By RAY JOSEPHS 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 18. 
U. S. concert and operatic stars, 
after one of the most successful sea- 
sons in years, seem likely to face 
trouble in South America because 
their activities, while undoubtedly 
helping Uncle Sam’s good will, have 


been cutting in too greatly on the 
pocketbooks of Latin longhairs. 
Argentina, which has had more 
visiting Yanqui personalities than 
any other republic south of the 


border, has already taken steps, and 
other countries are likely to follow 
suit. Point stressed by government 
authorities, as well as by profes- 
sionals’ organizations, is that they're 
not against visiting celebs per se. 
But when it means that localites are 
being pushed out of jobs by the in- 
flux of good-willing warblers, 
fiddiers, ivory pounders, et al. it’s an- 
other proposish. 

Argentina’s action, which has 
eiarted the parade, resulted from ne- 
gotiations carried out by the 
Asociacion del Profeserado Orques- 
tral (Association of Orchestra Pro- 
fessionals) with Department of Im- 
migration of the Ministry of Agri- 
culture. Under the decree which 
resulted, the Association must be 
consulted in every case where a 
foreign musician applies for a visa. 

Must Post Bonds 

Musicians, singers, etc., must post 
bonds, state the time they will re- 
main in the country and the amount 
they expect to earn and give other 
details. After completing concert or 


operatic commitments, they get the 


bonds back—provided they leave the 
country. 
} : ce + - a . } 
Idea is not only to control the 


number of musicians and concert 
artists but to keep too many foreign 
artists from moving in on loca 
Measure is not specifically directed 
against anybody. Off-the-record pic- 
ture is even more confusing. The 
local professionals claim they’re try- 
ing to keep out European artists who 
are willing to accept lower pay 
scales. Fact is, however, that the 
Majority of artists who have come 
here during the past season have 
been Norteamericanos, not 
nentals, and in practice the measure 
will work against them. 


jobs. 
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} Opera Co., 





Duluth, Nov. 25. | 

Grace Moore drew a_ capacity 
house to open the ninth season of | 
the Duluth Symphony orchestra Fri- | 
day night (21) for $2,000 in addition | 
to the regular 1,300 season ticket- | 
holders. 

Met star arrived here minus lug- 
gage which was lost enroute. Frantic 
long-distance telephone calls brought 
gown here in time for concert. 


FRISCO OPERA 
GROSSED 550 


San Francisco, Nov. 25. 

The 19th annual season of the San 
Francisco Opera Co., which closed 
Nov. 9, was its most successful finan- 
cially, according to figures just re- 
leased by the management. Under 
impresario Gaetano Merola, the com- 
pany, comprised almost solely of 
Met stars, gave 31 performances in 
six Coast cities to an attendance of 
135,000 and a gross of $550,000. 

Some of the stars to appear were 
Grace Moore, Lily Pons, Lawrence 
Tibbett, Lauritz Melchior, Jan 
Peerce, Bidu Sayao, Salvatore Bac- 
caloni, Lotte Lehmann, Alexander 
Kipnis, Ezio Pinza, Rise Stevens, 
Raoul Jobin, Charles Kullman, Rob- 
ert Weede, Licia Albanese, Stella 
Roman, Gladys Swarthout, Frederick 
Jagel, John Brownlee, Josephine An- | 
toine and Karin Branzell. 











PELOSI AILING | 


General Mgr. of Philly-La 


| now 


Scala 
Opera Co. in Hospital 
Philadelphia, Nov. 25. 
Francesco Pelosi, general man- | 
ager of the Philadelphia-La Scala 


the Naval 
(Monday) for treat- 


entered 
pital yesterday 


Local opinion is divided on the ad-| Ment of a heart ailment. Pelosi, 
visability of the measure. Similar} who staged ‘Madame Butterfly’ at 
moves are planned in other Latin | the Academy of Music Friday night 


countries whose artists will 


naturally suffer. As Sintonia, leading | covered. 


fan mag, puints out: ‘It is proper to | 
restrict the excessive influx of for- | 
eign professionals but a reciprocity 
clause should be established .. Sol 
that nationals of countries which 
welcome Argentines will be welcome 
here, while musicians of countries | 
which close their doors to us should | 
be subject to regulation.’ 

Previously, Argentina was the 


also | (20), collapsed 


Latin republic most willing to accept 


last month, but 
His present 
though not serious, 
week rest, physicians said. 

| Performance of scheduled operas 


re- 


| Mrs. Walte: 


| president. 
| 


A. Knerr, La Scala 


Artur Rubinstein will be guest 
soloist at Carnegie Hall with the 
N. Y. Philharmonic under Artur 


| Rodzinski Dec. 4 and 5. 


| there's 


Artistes By Restricting Americans 


band in its 60 concerts a season. 


| ing, Monday 
| private soiree band of 55 musicians; 


| afternoon, 


| week, 


| next 


HOs- | 


condition, | 
requires a five- | 


will continue under the direction of | 


PICTURE OF A BUSY GUY 


Leonard B. Smith of Detroit Keeps 
Up Grueling Grind 


Detroit, Nov. 25. 
heavy 
B. Smith, 
with the Detroit Symphony orches- 
Goldman 
His 


Speaking of schedules 


Leonard cornetist 


tra in its season and the 


sked runs something like this: 


Monday morning, rehearsal with 
symphony, Monday afternoon, teach- 


night, directs his own 


am., symphony rehearsal, 

rehearsal with Moslem 
Shrine Band, evening, appears with 
latter band; Wednesday, morning, 
symphony rehearsal, afternoon and 
evening, more classes at his school 
here: Thursday, symphony rehearsal 
up to concert in evening; Friday 
morning rehearsal with concert in 
p.m.; Saturday morning, symphony 
concert, afternoon rehearsal for Ford 
Sunday evening hour, Saturday 
night concert; Sunday morning re- 
hearsal with Ford band and concert 
at night. 

Somewhere in this program are 
fitted recordings for Victor, ar- 
rangements for Mills Music House; 
his own composing for band and 
cornet, and the business connected 
with his band. He has managed to 
whip out a ‘National Defense March’ 
which was taken over by the U. S. 
Navy band. 

This schedule isn’t new. 
on it now for five years. 


SEE BACCALONI 
AS BIG DRAW 
IN CONCERT 


Columbia Concerts is agog over the 


Tuesday 


He’s been 





i; success of Salvatore Baccaloni, Met 


basso-buffo, in his first concert last 
with the Minneapolis Sym- 
phony Orch at the Auditorium there. 
Organization has completely sold out 
the bass’s tour of 15 concerts, and is 
planning to book him 
No doubt had 
felt as to his ability in opera, but 
concert draw powers had 
been shown. sold out in 


season, been 


his 


He 


as a 
not 
though the house seats 4,800. 
Bass will appear 30 times 
| the Met and launches the 
| part of his tour Feb. 23 in 
Brunswick, N. J., at Rutgers 
versity. He receives $1,750-$2,000 
per concert, and is booked at $2,500 
the Ford hour Feb. 15. He also 
broadcasts tomorrow night (27) on 
the ‘American Preferred’ program 
(Treasury bond drive). Baccaloni 
will probably earn upwards of $50,- 
000 this year, and Metro and Para- 
mount are dickering for his film 
services. 


with 


New 


on 


foreign stars. There were no re- | ealhy Ho Sngien. 
strictions on how much work they | 

could do and concert personalities | 

usually not only gave recitals, "| Sellout H Se Mi { 

sang in opera, but also took over ouse es e pera 
radio deals and occasionally ap- 

peared in films. Government take 

was 3% on amounts up to $5,000 and 


up to 15°—based on a sliding scale 


—on amounts. over. Chile had 
similar regulations while Brazil put 


on a straight 4%. 


2 Ballets All Balled 


Un in $100,000 Suit *:. 


The Original Ballet Russe, Ltd., | 


filed suit yesterday (Tuesday) in 
N. Y. federal court against the Bal- | 
let Theatre, Inc., German Sevas- 
tisnvo. manager of the Ballet The- 
atre. Hurok Attractions, Inc. and 
So! Hurok, who are nresenting the 


ballet. claiming the defendents con- 
spired to steal] its stars and drive it 
out of the theatrical b''siness. Dam- 
ages of $100.000 are asked. - 
Plaintiff claims on Oct. 10. 1940 it 
gsiened two-year contracts with eight 
ballet stars and that the defendants 
conspired to get these stars to 
breach their contracts. From Janu- 
ary to September, 1941, the stars 
left the employ of the plaintiff and 
sigred with the defendants, it is 
elaimed. Stars involved are Sono 


Osato, Yura Lazovsky, Nicholas 
Orloff, Borislav Runanine, Yura 
Skibine, Nina Popova, Galina 


Rayoumova and Kira Bounina. 


|‘lLe Nozze Di Figaro.’ 
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| The Metropolitan Opera Co. 


its 58th annual 
| New York Monday night 
| soldout house, 


| opened season in 
(24) to a 


presenting Mozart's 


the 150th anniversary of the German 
composer’s death. Gross was $19,100 
at $11 top. 

Performance was a familiar one, 
having been done with the same cast 
as appeared in last year’s produc- 
tions of ‘Figaro.’ 
workmanship job which failed to 
show much vocal inspiration until | 
the last act. 

Ezio Pinza, as Figaro, towered over | 
the rest of the cast, as the Met basso | 
started his 15th season at the house. | 
His ‘Se vuol ballare’ in Act I, as well 
as the ‘Non piu andrai,’ were sung 
well but with a dryness of tone 
which. is not usually associated with | 
Pinza. Hig ‘Aprite un po’gli occhi,’ 


‘in Aet IV, however, won the first’ 


This. year is | 


It was a routine, ! 


}a superb 


Open Season in N.Y. With ‘Figaro’ 


spontaneous applause of the evening. 


Salvatore Baccaloni was his cus- 
tomary self, delivering his ‘La Ven- 
detta’ with immense gusto. Comic 
basso’s acting was tops, as usual. 


Rise Stevens acted cutely and 
creditably as Cherubino. 


sang 


The meZZo 


does not posse too much voice. but 
‘Non so piu cosa’ and ‘Voi che sa- 
pete were never intended as vocal 


fireworks. Both were done well but 
hardly seat-lifting in quality. 
Brownlee was excellent vocally and 
dramatically as the count. 

; Elisabeth Rethberg was suffering 
from a cold, and her usually magnifi- 
cent spinto suffered a bit at the end 
of ‘Dove Sono,’ when she tired. ‘Porgj 
Amor’ came off better; her usually 
impeceable line and flawless mezza 
; voce were in evidence. Miss Reth- 
| berg’s best singing was in the letter 
duet with Bidu Sayao. 
Suzanna, was cute and coquettish 
without overdoing her part, and sang 
‘Deh vieni non tardar.’ 
Alessio de Paolis, Irra Petina and 
Louis D'Angelo were strong support 
in lesser roles, while Ettore Panizza 
led a subdued but fairly potent or- 
chestra. 


All in all, it was a creditable per- | 
formance. which will no doubt im- | 


prove with the strain of the opening 
night gone. Smith. 





for 50) 


Minneapolis, with 5,100 in attendance | 


second | 


Uni- | 


The Italian speaks practi- | 


John 


The latter, 7s | 


Artur Rubinstein 

Artur Rubinstein gave a smash 
'recital Monday night (24) before a 
sold-out audience at Carnegie Hall. 

The Polish pianist opened h'‘s pro- 
gram with a phenomenal rendition 
of the Beethoven sonata in F Minor, 
crashing power, dynamic control and 
an unending flood of color, together 
with amazing speed and accuracy, 
featuring the work. Brahms and 
Chopin works followed each being 
played with the same abandon. Pro- 
gram closed excellently with Sta- 
vinsky’s ‘Petrouchka.’ 

Sellout house called repeatedly for 
encores. 


Stoki Springs Surprise 

Springing a surprise last week (18), 
Leopold Stokowski, directing the 
NBC Orchestra at the Cosmopolitan 
Opera House, N. Y., presented the 
initial Gotham performance of 
Shostakovitch’s Sixth Symphony, 
following the announced reading of 
works of Prokofieff, Kelly and 
Brahms’ Fourth Symphony. 

New symphony by the Russian is 
unconventionally in three move- 
ments. It has fire and ring. Or- 
chestration is strangely harmonious, 
with the last movement based on 
dance themes completely out of the 








| 





ordinary. It paints a bold picture, 
and yet an interesting one, as in- 
| struments not usually given solo 


| parts, such as the piccolo, carry the 
| brunt of the work. The conductor's 
reading was tops. Best of the other 
works was a powerful rendition of 
the Brahms work by the orchestra. 


Stern Impressive 


Isaac Stern, violinist, presented a 

fine concert Tuesday evening (19) at 
|Town Hall. Young artist has intelli- 
| gence, interpretative ability and dex- 
| terous fingers. 
Works of Bach, Beethoven and 
Paganini featured the program, with 
| both the Bach and Paganini com- 
| positions being particularly notable 
|for speed, nimbleness and accuracy 
A new work by Vaughn Williams 
was also top-billed, but it was not 
impressive until the presto finale, 
which contained the meat of the 
work. 


Honti in N. Y. Return 


| Josef Honti, pianist, gave his first 
N. Y. recital since 1927 Tuesday eve- 
| ning (18) at Carnegie Hall. His ma- 
jor works were by Bach, Beethoven, 
| Chopin, Debussy, Liszt and Ravel. 
Pianist was dull and uninteresting 
in his want of contracts and failure 
{to color his music Althoug! 








the | 


Rubinstein Socko in N.Y. Recital; 
Matzenauer Skids; Other Reviews 


By EDWARD SMITH 


| Matzenauer Comeback 


Margaret Matzenauer, for two 
decades one of the Metropolitan 
| Opera’s leading contraltos, and con- 
sidered one of the great singers of 
this country, gave her first New 
York recital in three years at Town 
Hall Saturday evening (22). The 
singer, now past 60, possesses fine 
diction in English, French, Italian or 
German, and her interpretative abil- 
ities alone are able to make a recital 
interesting. Vocally, however, she 
is not equal to her task. 

Mme. Matzenauer paced her songs 
in many instances, destroying the 
musical content in order to gain a 
breathing spell, and the quavering, 
uncertain pitch was a caricature of 
the Matzenauer of old. 

Most pretentious of her offerings 
was the ‘Ah Mon Fils’ from ‘Le Pro- 
|phete,’ which takes a ‘B’ flat on top 
and a ‘G’ on bottom. Singer made 
both but at the expense of the audi- 





ence. ‘Mon coeur s‘ouvre a ta voix,’ 
from ‘Samson,’ was sung creditably 
as an encore The encores were 


numerous. Edward Hart gave 
cellent support at the piano. 


CHI OPERA $51,500 
IN SECOND WEEK 


eX- 


Chicago, Nov. 25. 

Last week, second of the -Chicago 
Opera Co. season, while not so suc- 
cessful as the first from a financial 
standpoint, still showed a profit with 
a gross of $51,500 out of a possible 
$65,000. 

Monday (17). 
vanni Martinelli, 


‘Otello,’ with Gio- 
Lawrence Tibbett 
and Vivian Della Chiesa, grossed 
$11,000, a sellout; Wednesday (19), 
‘Aida,’ with Mobley Lushanya, Kurt 


Baum and John Charles Thomas, 
flopped with $6,500; Friday (21), 
‘Carmen,’ with Coe Glade, Sidney 
fayner, Carlo Morelli and Dorothy 
Kirsten, sold out at a $2.75 top to a 
$6,500 gross; Saturday afternoon 
(22). ‘Lohengrin,’ with Rose Bamp- 


Melchior, took in 
Saturday evening 
‘Pagliacci’ and ‘Cavalleria 
Rusticana,’ with Martinelli, Richard 
Bonelli and Leola Turner in the first, 


ton and Lauritz 


only $7,000, a loss: 
(22) 


and Dusolina Giannini, Rayner and 
Morelli in the second, sold out to 
$11.000; Monday (24), ‘Falstaff.’ with 


|playing was even and cleancut, re- | 


cital failed to impress 


Jean Watson Recital 


Jean Watson, Canadian contralto, 
recitaled at Town Hall, Tuesday eve- 
ining (18), revealing a big voice of 
fine quality. Singer, however, pos- 
sesses an incorrect system of breath- 
ing which makes for occasional devi- 
ation from pitch and a shortness on 
top. But fundamentally, the voice is 
without many peers among con- 
traltos, and with proper coaching she 
should go to the top. 

Miss Watson’s singing of the ‘Air 
de Lia’ from ‘L’Enfant Prodigue’ 
showed operatic tendencies. German 
songs were somewhat dull although 


| delivered with impeccable diction 
French group showed poor diction 
| Pollikoff Off Form 

Max Pollikoff, violinist, recitaled 
Friday evening (21) at Town Hall. 
The violinist was decidedly not in 
good form, playing with a scratchy, 
small tone, with lack of depth in his 
interpretations Many ne notes 
were played 

Rex Battle 

Rex Battle, Canadian pianist. re- 
citaled Sunday afternoon (23) at 
Town Hall in a program whose 


; major works were by Bach, Beetho- 
/}ven and Chopin. Pianist exaggerates 
|his tone, producing crashing fortes 
|which distort the fine tone of his 

softer passages. His interpretations 
| were excellent but set forth without 
a deep insight of the composer. 


Inez Lauritano 


Inez Lauritano. who recitaled at 
Town Hall Sunday evening (24), is 


; have appeared in N. Y. this season. 
| She played a program whose techni- 
cal difficulties might have appalled 
a veteran artist with ease and surety 


Best of her interpretations was the| ™uSical director by 
| Opera Co 


Mendelssohn Concerto in E Minor. 


John Charles Thomas, Felix Knight 
and Dusolina Giannini, crossed 
$9,500 
Trenton Op, $4,200 
Trenton, Nov. 25 

The Trenton Opera Assn. opened 
its season Nov. 20 at War Memorial 
Opera House with a performance of 


‘Carmen,’ with Raoul Jobin, Carolina 
Segrera, Carlos Alexander and Lois 
Monroe in the Michael Kutt- 
ner condueted 

House 
take on 


leads. 


with $4,200 the 


sions. 


was sold out. 


1,900 admi Next opera 














is ‘The Barber of Seville,’ Dec. 18, 
with Robert Weede, -Agatha Borzi, 
Pompilio Malatesta, Lorenzo Alvary 
and Bruno Landi 

| Concert Notes 

Enrico Caruso’s dislike of concert 
singing deprived that field of its b 
gest grossel In running ove! ts 
books, Columbia Concerts discovered 
it paid the tenor $120,000 for 10 con- 
certs about 25 vears ago. Had Caruso 


taken the usual 50 concerts he could 
have bec nN bool eC for. he ould h: ve 
established a record 


The three soloist dates of the New 
Jersey Philharmonic, Jersey City, 
under Randolph Jones this year will 
be filled by Sascha Gorodnitzki, 
| pianist, Nov. 28; Josephine Antoine, 
| Met coloratura, Jan. 9, and Michel 
| Grisikoff, concertmaster of the or- 
|chestra, playing his own composi- 
tions, March 27. 
| — 
| Record Concerts Corp. has taken 
‘over the new Concert theatre, N. Y.. 
‘and will open a series of concerts in 
{the 800-seat house -Dec. 12. Selma 
, Kramer, pianist, will solo opening 
jnight with the National Symphon) 





the best of the young violinists to| Assn. orch under Richard Korn. 


Bamboschek, 


Giuseppe former 
Met conductor, has been signed #8: 
the Chicage 
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SANDERS BILL TO DRAW FIRE | 





N. Y. Trips and Program Clinics 
Lined Up by Columbia Network 
For Out-of-Town Station Showmen 


CBS is experimenting with the 
idea of bringing into New York pe- 
riodically the program directors of 
its managed and operated stations 
for a week of meetings, observation 
and entertainment which might 
serve to give them a broader and 
richer perspective for their daily 
tasks. ‘In town and already under- 
going the rounds are C. G. Renier, 
of KMOX, St. Louis; Lloyd G. del 
Castillo, of WEEI, Boston, and 
Charles Critchfield, of WBT, Char- 
lotte. George Allen, program direc- 
tor of WABC, N. Y., is also in the 
party. 

The program includes luncheons 
and dinners and visits to Broadway 
legit shows. Execs of agencies who 
have done much traveling in quest 
of local shows have been invited to 
one of the luncheons to discuss some 
of the problems that frequently face 
them on such safaris. The meetings 
will include sessions with the local 
staff of Radio Sales, Inc., and vari- 
ous members of CBS’ programing 
division. At one of the dinners 
Paul White, head of the network’s 
news and public events department, 
will explain the mechanics of Euro- 
pean broadcasts and other factors of 
his trade. 

The visiting group will also attend 
the rehearsals of such differently 
typed programs as the Andre Kos- 
telanetz-Coca-Cola show. ‘We, the 
People,’ the Fred Allen stanza and 
‘The American School of the Air.’ 
The itinerary, in addition, provides 
for their participation in one of the 
Stanton-Lazarsfeld clinics on pro- 
gram reactions. 


Levers Decide This Week 
On Louella Parsons Show, 





Now Ruthrauff & Ryan 





Officials of Lever Bros. and Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan will meet this week to 
decide whether ‘Meet Mr. Meek’ 
and Louella Parsons’ ‘Hollywood 
Premiere’ are to be continued under 
the Lifebuoy label when R & R takes | 
over the Lifebuoy account from the | 
William &sty agency Jan. 1. The busi- 
ness embraces Lifebuoy Soap, Life- 
buoy Shaving Cream and a new 
product, Lipso (for chapped lips), 
which the manufacturer has been 
testing. 


Esty agency obtained the Lifebuoy 


account about two years ago after it | 


had been on the Ruthrauff & Ryan 
list for over 10 years. 


RAMSEY SETS GOVT. 
BLURBS ON P&G SHOW 


Washington, Nov. 25. 








Arrangements were completed last | 
week by William Ramsey, radio head | 


of Procter & Gamble, and Bernard 
C. Schoenfeld, chief of the radio 
section of the Office of Emergency 
Management, for a series of free 
dramatized defense spots on P. & G. 
shows. OEM radio staff will as- 
Semble and write the pieces, which 
will run about a minute-and-a-half 
each and will consist of spot an- 
nouncements and personal appeals | 
by cast members. 

Plugs will be in behalf of such | 
agencies as the OEM, Office of Pro- 
duction Management, Office of the 
Price Administrator and Office of 
Civilian Defense. 





WOLFE DIRECTS ‘NAME’ QUIZ 

Robert Wolfe has been engaged by 
Joe Stauffer, radio director of the 
Kenyon & Eckhardt agency, to di- 
rect the ‘What’s My Name’ program 
(Mutual). 

Wolfe was a writer on the ‘We, the 
People’ show (Young & Rubicam) 





JOHN M. CARNEY TO CBS 


Juan de Puerto of Mexico City Also 
At New York Headquarters 








John M. Carney, formerly with 
WINS and WMCA, New York, 
joined CBS last week as assistant to 
Frank Barton, program service di- 
rector. 

Juan Hevia de Puerto, formerly 
with various stations in Mexico City, 
was added to the CBS shortwave 
staff last week as a production man. 
Another newcomer to the shortwave 
staff is Bernard Person, formerly 
with the refugee Netherlands gov- 
ernment’s New York consulate, who 
becomes a Dutch newscaster. 


MAIN STREET 
FREE UNTIL 
SOLD 


American Radio Productions, Ing., 
of New York, is offering radio sta- 
tions a new half hour once weekly 
series of transcriptions called ‘Main 
Street.’ They deal with the Amer- 
ican way of life and are being dil- 
rected by Himan Brown for avail- 
ability on and after Dec. 7. About 
20 stations are reported already 
lined up. Clearances are being han- 
dled through the Raymond Spector 
advertising agency. 

Unusual angle of ‘Main Street’ se- 
ries is that stations are free to use 
the releases on sustaining basis as 
long as they wish, but programs 
which allow a three-minute local 
fill-in may be sold to local sponsors 
| for the usual payment of 25% of 
station card rates. 











‘Regent Cigarets on 20 
Mutual Stations Jan. 5, 
May Use Joan Edwards 


Regent cigarets has contracted for 
three quarter hours a week,.Mon- 
day, Tuesday and Wednesday, 10:30- 
110:45 p.m., on 20 Mutua! stations, 
istarting Jan. 5. Joan Edwards will 
probably be the soloist and the band 
will be booked in by the Music Corp. 
| of America. Miss Edwards starts a 
| series of appearances on the Lucky 
| Strike ‘Hit Parade’ (CBS) This 
| Saturday (29). 

M. H. Hackett is the agency. 

Jean Sablon and Hildegarde are 
other possibilities for progi am with 
Carmen Cavallaro’s orchestra. 


‘Hazard’ From Pacific 


‘Hap Hazard,’ the Ransom Sher- 
man comedy program which Procter 
|& Gamble will sponsor for Ivory 
| soap and Ivory flakes, will originate 
on the Coast, it has been decided. It 
| will probably get a local warm-up 
before being extended on a, coast-to 
coast hookup. There will be a new 
writer-production setup. 

John McMillin, Compton agency 
radio head, who went to the Coast 
last week to close the deal for the 
show, is due back today (Wednes- 
day). 











Lloyd free, of the Princeton 
| Listening Centre and managing edi- 
itor of the Public Opinion Quarterly, 
going to London on special BBC as- 
signment. 
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GHICAGD SROUE 
WILL FIGHT UT 


Network Affiliates, Inc., Will 
Send Its New Legislative 
Committee to Washington 
—Paul Spearman Sounds 
Warning That Clear Chan- 
nels Are Plotting to Gain 
Benefits 





———__— 


IT’S A REVERSE 





Washington, Nov. 25. 

The so-called Sanders bill is 
actually the House of Represen- 
tatives version of the bill of Sen- 
ator White. It would substitute 
an entirely new procedural re- 
gime at the FCC, making the 
chairman a nominal administra- 
tive officer instead of the power- 
ful personage he now is. It 
would define the legal rights of 
all stations and would otherwise 
clarify many matters now vague 
because the basic radio legisla- 
tion presently in force is vague. 

Washington does not expect 
any hearings on the Sanders bill 
before February at the earliest. 
It might as easily be May before 
such a matter could come up. 
Slant here is that there’s nothing 
very imminent one way or the 
other. 


Chicago, Nov. 25. 

Network Affiliates, Inc. was 
formed here last week apparently to 
attack clear channel stations and the 
Sanders bill under the auspices of 
Eugene Pulliam of WIRE, Indianap- 
olis, John Shepard of the Yankee 
network, William J. Scripps of WWJ, 
Detroit, Hoyt Wooten of WREC, 
Memphis; Walter Damm of WTMJ, 
Milwaukee; Ed Craney of KGIR, 
Butte, and Hulbert Taft of WKRC, 
Cincinnati. It was a third change of 
title for the organization which has 
recently been known as the Major 
Markets Group and Independent 





Broadcasters, Inc 


Some 88 stations not affiliated with | 
clear channels had representatives at 
the meetings here. No clear idea| 
was obtainable at the conclusion as | 
to how many of those present were | 
ready to pay dues and actively par- 
sicipate in the new trade organiza- 
tion which is apparently a rival to 
the Inde pendent Radio Network 
Affiliates (IRNA) rather than any- 


‘ 


thing else. There is admittedly some 


confusion ‘in the minds of some 
broadcasters as to the purposes 
politics and usefulness of the new 
group. That NBC’s Blue and Red | 


affiliates are separately engaged at 
this time in nominating negotiating 
committees of seven men each 
through a secret ballot conducted by 
Ernst & Ernst contrasts oddly, to| 
some broadcasters, with the Shepard- | 
Damm-Craney plan to have three} 


representatives from the Red, Blue 
CBS and Mutual networks as direc 
tors. 

First probable action of Network 
Affiliates, I will be the appoint- 
ment by Pulliam, the new president, 
of a legislative committee to replace 
the super-power committee, previ- 
ously organized This new group 


will travel to Washington to appear 
before the House Committee hear- 
ings on the impending Sanders bill, 
which the new trade association will 
oppose. This is a reversal of opinion 
as it was at first indicated that full 
approval of the bill which had been 
heralded as the magna charta of 
radio broadcasting would be given. 
Now the NAI is partial to a 
policy of obtaining several radical 
changes in the Sanders bill clauses 
or to kill the bill entirely. 
Freezes Status Quo? 


Opposition.to the Sanders bill is 
based upon the conviction that the 
bill will tend to freeze frequencies 
at their present levels, so that the | 
stations with poorer frequencies at | 


(Continued on. page 38) 





~ | been 


Hubbard-Gillin Rivalry as District 
Rep on NBC-Red Stations’ Committee 


Among Factor 


Delaying Elections 





> -——————_—__ -_—. 


Network Premieres 


Nov. 29 
Metropolitan Opera; Saturday 
matinee performances from Met- 


ropolitan Opera House, N. Y.; 
Saturdays, 2-4 p.m., NBC-Blue 
(WJZ); Texaco, Buchanan 


agency. 
Nov. 30 
Bob Becker, talks about dogs; 
Sundays, 3-3:15 p.m., NBC-Red 
“(WEAF ); Red Heart dog food 
*(John Morrell & Co.), Henri, 
Hurst & McDonald agency. 
Dec. 3 
Shirley Temple, variety; Fri- 
days, 10-10:30 p.m., CBS; Elgin 
watch, Esty agency. (Four-week 
fill-in for ‘Hollywood Premiere’). 


EDITOR'S PET 
STORIES FOR 
RADIO 


Weekly evening half-hour dramatic 
show, based on the favorite real-life 
newspaper stories of editors through- 
out the U. S., is offered as a package 
production by Press Assn., Inc., radio 
subsidiary of Associated Press, 
Series is titled ‘Editor’s Assignment,’ 
and will have as regular m.c. Oliver 
Gramling, general manager of Press 
Assn. and author of the recent book, 
‘AP, the Story of the News.’ 

Each chapter in the series would 
have as guest the editor whose fave 
story was being dramatized on that 
stanza. His presence, with a sketch 
of his paper and its town, would 
give the program a changing iocal 
| draw, it’s figured. 


Third No-Decision Bout 
In Alonzo Cole’s Suit 
Against Phillips Lord 


A jury in the N.Y. supreme court 
disagreed after five hours delibera- 
tion Friday (21), and so a $150,000 
suit of Alonzo Deen Cole against 
Phillips H. Lord for alleged plagiar- 
ism played to a no-decision for the 
third time. Suit had originally been 
dismissed by Justice William Mc- 
Geehan, but the justice was re- 
versed in te appellate division on 
technical grounds. 

Justice Peter 











Schmuck, 


before 


| whom the trial had been conducted, 


expressed di 
dict, saying he 
ff 


sappointment at the ver- 
felt that no proof has 
rs 

felt the suit should have 
missed. Action claimed that Lord re- 
ceived a script from the plaintiff en 
titled ‘Racketeer & Co.’ 
program, ‘Mr. District Attorney,’ was 
the result of the alleged plagiarisn 


Lady Esther’s Network 


Lady Esther was still unsettled 
yesterday (Tuesday) as to the net- 
work hookup that it will buy for 
Freddy Martin. While the NBC-Blue 
has lined up 60 stations for the se- 
ries, the account is still making a 
play for a segment on the Red net- 
work. The Blue spot is Friday, 7 to 
7:30 p.m., and if this is accepted the 
program will start Dec. 26. 

The tieup with Lady Esther would 
result in the cancellation of the 
booking which Martin has tentatively 
set for the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., 
since the cosmetic company’s com- 
mercial reader must remain in Hol- 
lywood with the other L. E. show, 
Orson Welles. 


been dis- 


fered of plagiarism and he} 


and the radio 


Membership setup of the NBC-Red 
and Blue Networks Stations’ Plan- 
ning and Advisory Committees is 
still) unsettled because runoff elec- 
tions a la Texas have to be held in 
three Red districts and four Blue 
districts. Ernest & Ernest, the cer- 
tified public accountants conducting 
the balloting under an assignment 
from NBC, reported Monday (24) 
that it hopes to have the elections 
completed by Dec. 1. The first meet- 
ing for the Red stations group will 
be held Tuesday, Jan. 6 and for the 
Blue group, Wednesday, Jan. 7. In 
either instance the place will be New 
York. 

Some of the runoffs are being 
bitterly fought, particularly in the 
Nebraska - Iowa - Minnesota districts 
where Stanley Hubbard, of KSTP, St. 
Louis, and John Gillen, Jr., of WOW, 
Omaha, are contending for designa- 
tion to the Red contingent. As far 
as the Red is concerned runoffs are 
taking place in districts No. 3,4 and 
6, while delegates are yet to be 
named to the Blue committee from 
districts No. 2, 3, 4 and 6. Each com- 
mittee delegate will be elected for 
a year’s term. Each committee will 
chose its own chairman at the Janu- 
ary meeting. 

llowing delegates, with 
district parenthetically 
have already been elected: 

Red Network: (1) Paul Morency, 
WTIC, Hartford; (2) James D. 
Shouse, Cincinnati; (5) O. L. Taylor, 
KGNC, Amerillo, Tex., and (7) Arden 
X. Pangborn, KGW, Portland, Ore. 

Blue Network: (1) Harry Wilder, 
WTRY, Troy; (5) Harold Hough, 
KGKO, Fort Worth, and (7) Howard 
Lane, KFBK, Sacramento. 


Name-Studded Program 
And Banquet Marks 
WHN’s 50,000-W Start 


WHN, New York’s switchover to 
its new 50,000 watts on Dec. 1, will 
| be marked by a special program 
running 90 minutes and including 
Bert Lytell, Frank Fay, Dinah Shore, 
Dick Todd, Adrienne Ames, A. L. 
Alexander, Fulton Lewis, Clem Mc- 
| Carthy, Dick Fishell, Bert Lebhar, 
| Fulton Oursler and George H. Combs. 
Others will probably be added, and 
the house orchestra under Dick 
3allou and Don Albert will be aug- 
} mented for the occasion. 
| Broadcast will be from the Bar- 
bizon-Plaza hotel, where the same 
evening Herbert Pettey, WHN man- 
aging director, will be host at a 
ceremonial dinner, 


their 
indicated, 








‘CLARA, LU AND EM’ 
TO TRY COMEBACK 


Chicago, Nov. 25 

Pioneer radio act of ‘Clara, Lu and 
Em’ is slated to return to the radio 
in a deal set by Biggie Levin who 
has the act under personal manage- 
ment. 

While the original ‘Lu’ is now 
dead, the other two members of the 
act are readying a _ replacement. 
These two are Helen King Mitchell 
|and Louise Read, both now married 
| and off the air for some four years, 
having been on at that time for 
Dupes Suen. 


Mary Martin on Kraft 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 

Mary Martin moves into Kraft 
Music Hall first of the year as femme 
singer after Connie Boswell moves 
; out to make a nationwide personals 
| tour. 

Deal is for seven weeks to see how 
they like each other. 
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Soap Suds Spill Ov 


er Into Legit; 


‘Junior Miss Has Air Tie to Levers 


Through a deal between Lever 
Bros. and the Max Gordon office, the 
script of ‘Junior Miss,’ new legit 
comedy click at the Lyceum, N. Y., 
was revised to give a plug to sa | 
soap. However, there’s a possibility | 
that the tieup may be abruptly! 
terminated if Colgate-Palmolive-| 
Peet, a competing soap account, buys | 
the ‘Junior Miss’ radio program, cur- | 
rently being submitted as an eve- 
ning half-hour series by Ed Wolf | 
Associates. C-P-P is known to be| 
actively interested in sponsoring 
the program, but Lever Bros. is also 
considering it. 

In the original Sally Benson story 
in the New Yorker mag, the soap 
mentioned was Ivory, so before the 
‘Junior Miss’ opening last week, the 
Gordon office approached Procter & 
Gamble about the plug being re- 
tained on a swap deal. P. & G. of- 
fered a single announcement for the 
legit play on one of its programs, but’ 
refused to continue such blurbs. 

Lever Bros. was then propositioned 
and agreed to make a !ocal cut-in 
announcement in New York for the | 
play every week on one of its 
programs. Script for the play was 
then changed for the maid in the 
legiter to tell the young heroine that 
the Graves family ‘uses nothing but 
Lux.’ Sponsorship of a radio version 
of ‘Junior Miss’ by C-P-P would 
create an embarrassing situation 
with the Lux deal in effect, so pre- 
sumably Lever Bros. would cancel 
the arrangement in that case. 


. Gerdeon’s Slant 


Prospect of a radio series using the 
‘Junior Miss’ name and characters is 
a matter of serious concern to the 
Max Gordon office, which sees such 
@ program as opposition to the play, 
plus a source of possible public con- 
fusion. However, there is nothing 
Gordon can do about it, as Mrs. Ben- 
s0n gave the Wolf office an option on 
the radio rights to her stories before 
the play was in preparation. Under- 
stood the authoress would get a roy- 
alty of $750 a week on the air rights. 
She’s also splitting the legit royal- 
ties with the adaptors, Jerome 
Chodorov and Joseph Fields. 

Somewhat similar conflict between 
legit and radio occurred in the case 
of ‘Claudia.’ John Golden, producer 
of the Rose Franken play at the 
Booth, N. Y., objected to the radio 
series of the same name, sponsored 
by General Foods last summer. Pro- 
gram title was then changed to 
Claudia and David.’ 

Only other case at all parallel was 

veral years ago, when ‘What a 

ife’ was running on Broadway, 
with Ezra Stone-playing the same 

gading part of Menry Aldrieh in 
e Aldrich Family’ program based 
qn the same characters. In that in- 
stance, the air series was generally 
¢Fedited with greatly increasing the 
lay’s attendance and lengthening its 
un by nearly a year. 


GILL, DEMLING 
AWARDED $4,620 


Claim of Frank Gill and William 
Demling against the Russel M. Seeds 




















(Olive Kackley Succeeds 
Ann La Hay, Gone to Chi 


Cincinnati, Nov. 25. 
Ann La Hay resigned as director 
|of women’s programs on WCKY to 


become radio editor on the new 
paper in Chicago operated by Mar- 
‘shall Field. Her successor is Olive 
|Kackley, one of the station’s good 


will ambassadors since 1939. 


NYA ‘ALUMNT 
OBTAIN JOBS 


Stanley L. Stevens, director of the 
Radio Workshop of the National 
Youth Administration for New York 








| City, keeps careful check of NYA 


‘alumni’ who land commercial jobs. 
His latest tabulation reveals scores 
of its young musicians have gone into 
symphony orchestras, many of its 
actors have obtained parts in Broad- 
way shows and radio programs, and 
quite a number of its writers have 
joined music publishing houses and 
the radio industry. 

Some of those he cites are Miriam 
Wolfe, now with WGR, Buffalo; 
Madeline Lee, current with NBC’s 
‘Joe and Mabel,’ and Phil Barry, who 
has joined the announcing staff of 
WFBR, Baltimore. 





Chas. Meyers Associates 
Packaging Programs With 
Murray, Boyer, Pidgeon 





Hollywood, Nov. 25. 
New radio production outfit, 
Charles Meyers Associates, has been 


| formed by a group of agency and 


network broadcasters. Members in- 
clude Claire Olmstead, formerly 
with Sol Lesser and previously tal- 
ent head for the Hollywood office of 
Young & Rubicam; David Broekman, 
eonductor and arranger, and Charles 
Meyers, who’s providing the finan- 
cing. 

Group is readying three package 
shows. One is a comedy series built 
around Ken Murray and the other 
two are dramatic stanzas starring 
Charles Boyer and Walter Pidgeon, 
respectively. 


KABC EMPLOYEES 








San Antonio, Nov. 28. 


Nov. 15 received increased salary in 
accordance to their position and 
length of service. All employees 


working for more than two months 
at the station got 10% increase and 
all department heads will receive an 
increase of 5%. All newcomers will 
receive 10% more salary than was 
paid formerly to the old employee. 
Accounting department of station 





agency was settled last week in New 
York on the eve of arbitration hear- 
ing. Writer-actors were paid $4,620 
in cash to drop their breach-of-con- 
tract case, and immediately after- 
ward left for Chicago. After a day 
or so thgre, they were to continue 
to the Coast for a picture assignment. 

Dispute involved a deal the two 
men had with the agency to write 
and act on ‘College Humor,’ comedy 
series which Brown & Williamson 
tobacco dropped not long ago for 
the Red Skelton program. Claim 
was for $7,260, representing 11 weeks 
at $660 a week. Settlement of $4,620 
was for seven weeks. 

Henry Jaffe, American ‘ins eeaties 
of Radio Artists attorney, represented 
Gill and Demling. 





Michael Dowd Joins WKY 


Oklahoma City, Nov. 25. 


Michael Dowd, recently leader and 
tenor of a band in Milwaukee and 
doing special assignments for NBC 
in Chicago, has joined the talent staff 
at WKY, lccal NBC outlet. 

He was selected by John I. Pros- 
ser, WKY production manager, on a 
trip to Chicago recently. 


judged the increase sufficient for all 
employees to cover H. C. of L. Used 
United States Bureau of Census re- 
ports of cost of living throughout 
the U. S. 





Celanese Corp. has contracted for 

the Wednesday 10:15-10:45 p.m. pe- 
riod on CBS, starting Jan. 7. It will 
be this outfit’s first experience with 
radio. Young & Rubicam is the 
agency and the hookup will be 
around 50 stations. 
The account is talking about a mu- 
sical program of operettic per- 
suasion. Account apparently is out 
to capitalize on the current silk em- 
bargo and familiarize the consumer 
with its fabric. 








GET SALARY BOOSTS) 


Employees of KABC effective as of 


JEAN SABLON 


‘Sablon’s repertoire is surefire— 
the staid Persian Room resounded 


time and again with insistent re- 
quests for encores’—Abel, Variety. 
Exclusive Decca Recordings’ 
Still Appearing at 
PERSIAN ROOM, PLAZA HOTEL 
New York 
Direction: 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
coometaiiiemeatammantanenll 


WNEW SOLVES 
THAT WHBI GAP 


Station WNEW, New York, doubles 
its signal strength from 5,000 to 10,- 
000 watts Dec. 1 by exchanging its 
power, wavelength, transmitter and 
stock ownership with WOV, New 
York. Hereafter WNEW will be 
heard at 1130 and WOV at 1280 on 
the dial. 


Under this switch WNEW gains in 
another way. It will no longer have 
to go off the air every now and then 
to accommodate WHBI of Newark. 
The latter will henceforth be co- 
tenant of 1280 with WOV. The 
added time will now put WNEW in 
a position to bill itself and really be 
a 24-hour station. 


COLUMBIA CONCERTS 
LOADS UP FORD 


Columbia Concerts Corp. has set 
five artists for the Ford Sunday Eve- 
ning Hour after the first of the year. 
First date, Jan. 4 is still open as a re- 
sult of the failifre of Jussi Bjoerling, 
originally set, to arrive, but Sir 
Thomas Beecham will conduct. 

On Jan. 11 Gregor Piatigorsky, 
cellist will appear with Artur 
Rodzinski conducting and Jan. 18 is 
an open date for singer with the 
same conductor. 


Richard Crooks on Jan. 25 and 
Helen Traubel on Feb. 8 appear with 
Eugene Goossens. Leonard Warren 
will appear Feb. 15 with Eugene 
Ormandy conducting, and Victor 
Kolar conducts between Feb, 22 and 
March 1 with no soloists set. Bidu 
Sayao is booked for March 8, under 
Kolar. 


Artists will receive the following 
fees, Piatigorsky, $1,250, Crooks, 
$4,500 Miss Traubel $1,500, Warren, 
$1,000 and Miss Sayao, $1,500. 


Nelson Eddy has not been set but 
may appear in one of the broadcasts 
for his customary $5,000. Baritone is 
America’s No. 1 drawing card in 
concert. 


























Celanese a Radio (CBS) Newcomer; 
Silk ‘Embargo Probable Inducement 





‘COLMAN’S MUSTARD 
A WAR CASUALTY 


Colman's Mustard is another war 
casualty as far as radio advertising 
is concerned. J. Walter Thompson, 
agency on the account, won’t do any 
more time buying for this British 
product until the war is over. 

The campaigns used to consist of 
participation programs and spot an- 
nouncements in New England and 








along the Atlantic seaboard. 
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Irving Kaufman has been replaced by Adolph Green as the Gaston 
(‘I’m-Nuts-About-the-Good-Old-U.S.A.’) of the Chateau Martin wine re. 
corded spot announcements. Change was made some time ago when 
Kaufman's contract ran out and the H. C. Morris agency refused to meet 
his demand for more money. Kaufman is a radio and vaude veteran, 
Green, his successor as ‘Gaston,’ is a member of the Revuers, young quar- 
tet that has appeared in numerous nitery and vaude dates in the iass 
couple of years and did a series on NBC-Blue for a time. Betty Comden, 
another member of the troupe, is also appearing on the new Chateau 
Martin spots, 

Recordings are produced by Lew Reid for Morris agency, which handles 
the account. Besides producing, Reid writes the lyrics for the spots, with 
Eddie Lambert supplying the music. Reid also produces musical com- 
mercial spots for Frigidaire, Kre-Mel dessert and other accounts. 

With the renewal last week by the Sterling Products-American Home 
Products combination of their daytime programs on the NBC-Blue and 
Mutual came the report that the account was in process of organizing 
its own radio department. The agency on the Sterling-AHP business 
is Blackett-Sample-Hummert. The renewal affects five half-hours a week 
on Mutual and five full hours a week on the Blue. 

Just prior to putting through the renewals the account conducted a 
country-wide offer to determine the pulling power of the respective net- 
works. The plug on all shows was suddenly switched to Kolynos and the 
giveaway was a wishbone jewelry piece for a boxtop and 10c. The results 
were mixed. 





WSAY, Rochester, in seeking overflow business from NBC clients un- 
able to get into the city, is approaching them through their agencies on a 
direct compensation idea. This is the condition applicable to a CBS ac- 
count, Edwin C. Hill’s American Oil series, which goes to WSAY sep- 
arately. 

Station WOLF, of Syracuse, 
network orphans. 
NBC. 


is another would-be foster parent of any 
It has the Kay Kyser program by arrangement with 





Gillette razor reestablished its rating last week as unique among radio 
sponsors. Company sent presents of traveling bags to various Mutual 
network personages who handled its play-by-play accounts of the World 
Series games. Those who received the gifts included Fred Weber, Mutual 
general manager; Lester Gottlieb, press rep, and Tom Slater, basebali 
contact. Message accompanying the presents expressed thanks for suc- 
cessful exploitation of the broadcasts. 

Same sponsor sent presents of engraved fountain pens after the World 
Series last year. 


~ 





Five stations in Pittsburgh are reported to resent newcomer, WISR of 
Butler, Pa., having a studio in Pittsburgh. One whisper is that they are 
tipping off local talent that appearances on WISR will not endear per- 
formers to the ‘Big Five.’ It is doubtful, however, that any attempt to 
penalize talent would be risked. Of course no station will even admit 
there’s any foundation for what local talent thinks were ‘hints’ concerning 
the newcomer. 

A weekly ‘clinic’ during which staff mikers go over various scripts and 
read from them (‘cold’ and otherwise) in a huddle with Commercial 
Manager W. A. Riple, Program Manager Nick Carter and Senior An- 
nouncer Al Parker, has been instituted by WTRY, Troy, N. Y. Some 
observers have long wondered whether Capital District stations did suf- 
ficient checking on announcers to keep them on their toes, correct im- 
proper speech habits and improve general mike technique. 








That old Yale spirit proved too much last week for John V. L. Hogan, 
president of WQXR, New York. Station has never broadcast a football 
game, but at the urging of fellow-Yale grads in New York, Hogan can- 
celled the regular Saturday afternoon schedule to pick up the play-by- 
play of the Harvard-Yale contest from Boston via the Yankee network, 

As a payoff, Yale lost, 14-0. 





Edward R. Murrow is receiving extraordinary publicity attention from 
his company, CBS, in connection with his present visit to the U.S. A. A 
separate package of publicity was issued to the press last week. It had 
picture of the newscaster on the front envelope and half a dozen ht 
stories about him within. 





Federal District Judge W. H. Atwell of Dallas has just entered an order 
upholding a $6,000 judgment for costs assessed against Dr. Robert Lee 
Spann of Dallas by a Mexican appellate court in a $50,000 slander suit 
brought several years ago by Dr. Spann against the Mexican Frontier 
Broadcasting station. 

Elmer Davis, a reserve officer in the navy, expects to be called for active 
service in London the instant (when and if) the U. S. formally enters the 
war. Broadcaster has already arranged to become information contact 
between the navy and the press at that time. 





Raymond Ives was incorrectly stated in a recent ‘Variety’ review to be 
playi ing the part of Dave in ‘Living Diary,’ the Vicks show on NBC-Red 
(WEAF) Sundays. He is actually playing the part of Stu, another char- 
acter on the program. 





NBC-Blue is reported as slated to move in on a couple more Don Lee- 
Mutual stations on the west coast. These are KVOS, Bellingham, Wash, 


oo GUNTHER MAY 
SUB FOR SWING 


FOR MURROW AFFAIR 





Perhaps the largest and most ce- 
lebrity-studded dinner ever held in 
honor of an employee by a radio 
network is the banquet for Edward 
Murrow scheduled for next Tuesday 
(2) at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, 
New York. CBS is shooting the 
works for its London representative. 

Guests will include, among a total 
to hit 1,000 or more, the following: 

Leon Henderson, Edward J. Flynn, 
Rear Admiral R. R. Waesche, FCC 
commissioners T. A. M. Craven, 
George H. Payne, Paul A. Walker, 
Major Bowes, Kent Cooper, Joseph 
V. Connolly, William Randolph 
Hearst, Jr., Godfrey Haggard (Brit- 
ish consul-general), Alfred Knopf, 
Clifton Fadiman, Arthur Kudner, 
Robert Lehman, Mrs. Wales Latham 
(Bundles for Britain), Patrick J. 
Walsh, James H. R. Cromwell, James 
V. Forrestal, Roy E. Larsen, Edgar 


John Gunther, currently in Lon- 
don, will probably sub for Raymond 
Gram Swing when the latter vaca- 
tions for three weeks, starting Deo. 
25, from his four-weekly news come 
ment series on Mutual. Gunther is 
due Dec. 15 in New York by Clipper. 


However, he is still trying to go to 
Russia and, if successful, will not be 
available as a stand-in for Swing. 

Hendrik Willem van Loon was the 
replacement during Swing’s vacation 
last year, but will not be this time, 
it is reported. 





Fort Worth—Bertrand Miichell 
has been appointed to the con- 
tinuity-production staff of station 








W. Garbisch, Sir William Wiseman. | KFAA-WBAP in their Dallas studios. 
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Government Purchases of Radio 
Equipment Will F urther Hit Casters 





Washington, Nov. 25. 

While broadcasters and would-be 
operators remain uneasy about get- 
ting materials and supplies, the 
equipment makers gained an ap- 
proach Friday (21) to the ear of the 
Federal rationers. Creation of a 
radio industry advisory committee, 
to guide the Office of Production 
Management in laying down policies 
affecting the manufacturers, paved 
the way for periodic huddles about 
bottlenecks, priorities, and prices. 

The committee formation also 
threw new shudders over broadcast 
people, since the OPM noted that 
the Federal Government intends to 
make ‘substantial’ purchases of ra- 
dio equipment in the next 18 months, 
Requirements of the armed services 
and other government units may 
take all the apparatus and parts 
which the plants can turn out, leav- 
ing broadcasting out in the cold. 
Though the preferential allocation 
plan places broadcasting in the cate- 
gory of ‘essential’ services which 
must be kept going, the Army, Navy 
and Marine Corps—to say nothing of 
the FCC itself, the Maritime Com- 
mission, the Civil Aeronautics Au- 
thority, and related members of the 
Federal family—will be much nearer 
the head of the line. 

The radio advisors, 29 of them 
representing all the chief set makers 
and numerous subordinate units, will 
get together with the Government 
from time to time to talk allocation 
of orders, prices, obtaining of raw 
materials, and such problems. Among 
the companies represented are Gen- 
eral Electric, Westinghouse, RCA, 
DuMont, Philco, Stromberg-Carlson, 
Zenith, and Western Electric. 


NICHOLS FAMILY 
NEW TITLE OF 
LIVING DIARY’ 


Vick Chemical has picked up the 
option on the half-hour serial which 
it has been carrying on the NBC- 
Red Sunday afternoons. The title is 
to be changed from ‘Living Diary’ 
to ‘The Nichols Family of Five’ and 
the writing assignment, starting this 
Sunday (30) will be assumed by 
Martin Gosch and Howard Harris. 

The new 13-week option takes ef- 
fect Jan. 4. 











Frank MclIntosh’s Fall 


Toledo, O., Nov. 25. 

Frank H. McIntosh, 34, technical 
supervisor of WSPD, Toledo, fell 15) 
feet Friday (21) 
He was taken to Toledo Hospital | 
with side injuries. 

Station is operating from one of its 
three new sttudios while the other 
two are being completed. 











| Contract 


Al Pearce Renewal Pends 


Al Pearce started last night (Tues- 
day) on his journey back to the 
Coast without having his option 
picked up by Camel cigarets. Wil- 
liam Esty Co., agency on the account, 
stated earlier in the day that the re- 
newal matter would be decided by 
tomorrow (Thursday). 


Pearce’s present contract runs to 
Dec. 26. 


McKay for Red, 
Earl Mullin To 
Head Blue Press 


NBC is separating the operations 
of its press department into two sec- 
tions, starting with the first of the 
year. John McKay, who was re- 
cently brought in as manager of the 
department, will head up the Red 
Network division, while Earl Mullin, 
who has been number two man, will 
have charge of the Blue Network 
section. 

Previous divorcements in the NBC 











organization have applied to the | 


sales and program divisions. 





CARNEY LOSES 35 POUNDS 


Which Makes His Kid Show Stream- 
lined All the Way 








WOR, New York, this week started 
a campaign to ballyhoo its vet juve 
broadcaster, ‘Uncle Don’ (Carney), 
with the idea of promoting a spon- 
sor. Theme of the drive is that the 
show has been ‘streamlined,’ wfth a 
new theme song, kid book reviews, 
film comment and weekly inter- 
views, 

Carney himself is also streamlined 
—he’s lost 35 pounds. 


New WSAl Contracts 





| offered such a deal regardless ef the 





Cincinnati, Nov. 25. 
WSAI’s e.t. music program, aired 
for three hours on Saturday after- | 


noon, is sponsored by the B. C, Rem- 
edy company, replacing Plough, 
for. 52 weeks and calls 


periods in the baseball 


is 

for daily 

season. 
Gulf Refining has 


company re- 


newed its weekday 15-minute Gulf | ¢oy 


Grab Bag quiz programs on WSAIT | 


for 13 weeks. 
Red Thornburgh conducts both of | 


afternoon when | these series 
scaffolding broke in the new studios. | 





WBYN, Brooklyn, last week closed 
for spots from the Long Island 
Credit Outfitters through 


} agency. 


Demand for Detailed Program Reports 
Called Dictation and Compulsion 


Memphis, Nov. 25. 

The Sixth District of National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters fired pot- | 
shots at Washington on several fronts | 
in convention here late this week. 

There was a general blasting by Ne- 
ville Miller, N.A.B. ‘president, 
others against powers of the FCC and | 


and | 


stations as ‘kin to dictation and com- 
| pulsion’; attacked ‘the discriminatory 
| purchase of paid advertising cam- 
paigns by government agencies in 
'competing media for promotion of 
'the national defense effort’; called 
for a committee to work with the 
War and Navy departments and 


a demand for revision of 1927 legis- | |other defense agencies in coordinat- 


lation in line with subsequent devel- | 
opments. 
Other resolutions expressed oppo- 


| for 


ing information and policy, came out 
passage of Sanders bill 
Approval of the BMI setup, with 


. 
me 


| contract to run until 1950, was unani- 


sition to the government practice of | mously voted. 


Klinger 





Inc. | 


| 


BIOW SHOWS MAY GO WEST 





NEED OF NAMES 
NOW GREATER 


Charles Martin Would Do 
His Stuff From Hollywood 
—Transfer Also Would 
Simplify Burgess Meredith 
Connection — Film Names 


Now Used in New York 








PICK UP UNA MERKEL 





There is an outside chance that 
the Biow agency may shift the origi- 
nation of two of the Philip Morris 
shows to the Coast. Stanzas affected 
would be the ‘Philip Morris Play- 
house’ Friday nights and ‘Johnny 
Presents,’ including its ‘Nancy Bacon’ 
dramatic spot, Tuesday nights. 
‘Crime Doctor’ series Sunday nights 
would remain in the east. 

Idea of switching the Friday and 
Tuesday shows to the Coast would 
be to take advantage of the greater 
availability of mames there, since 
the new policy on both programs is 
to use guest stars, mostly film play- 
ers. With the shows originating in 
New York, the only names available 
are a few legiters and any Holly- 
woodites who happen to be east. In 
case the programs are moved to the 
Coast, Charles Martin would go 
along and continue as producer of 
both. 

Another condition if the two series 
are moved west would be a contract 
for Burgess Meredith to appear regu- 
larly as m. c. and actor on the Fri- 
day night ‘Playhouse.’ He has been 


program’s origination point, but can- 
not accept a permanent assignment 
in the east because of his picture 
commitments. Meredith is now work- 
ing on an arrangement calling for 
six appearances on the show, with- 
out specific dates stipulated. He'll 
appear this week (28), co-guesting 
with EHen Drew, and probably be on 
the following week (5) with Fran- 





chot Tone. 
Other Activities 

Biow agency is @ickering with | 
Paramount for the rights to ‘The| 
Great McGinty,’ with the idea of | 
doing an adaptation on the Dec. 12 | 
‘Playhouse’ broadcast, with Brian 
Donlevy in his original role. Flora 
Robson is under contract for an un- |} 
specified return date and Mischa | 
|Auer, currently rehearsing in Georgie | 
Hale’s legit musical, ‘Lady Comes | 
| Across,’ is also being sought for a| 
series of appearances. } 

Una Merkel’s contract as title play- 
er in the ‘Nancy Bacon’ spot on the | 
‘Johnny Presents’ show is up for} 
re newal today (Wednesday), with | 
|}the likelihood it will be picked up |} 


| 


| Music Corp. of Amer. To 


| artists. 


requesting detailed reports on pro-| 
grams and announcements used by | 


another run. Initial deal was 
six weeks, with a series of stag- 
yn esteem: for a year. 


| for 
| gered opti 





Represent KMBC Shows, | 


| Succeeding Lyons & Lyons | 


Nov 


Chicago, 25 


Arthur Church, operator of KMBC 
sansas City, completed here last | 
week a deal whereby the Music 


Corporation of America will act as | 


agent for all the KMBC shows and 


MBC talent division was for- 
merly handled by Lyons | & Lyons. 


‘Hank Keene’ for Velvet 








Starts in Texas Dec. 1 


25. | 


Fort Worth, Nov. 
Velvet Tobacco starts its ‘Hank 
Keene’ series on the Texas State | 
Network Dec. 1 at the rate of three 


recordings a week. 
just sold a news strip to Menthola- 
tum. 

With these orders the TSN now has 


84 commercial quarter-hours weekly 
with 36 of them from Mutual and the | 
remaining strictly its own. 


| ter-hour 


Regional has also | breaks 


Fly s Preliminary Impression Is That 
Industry Has Been Fair in Politics 


i+ 





- 


NBC Artists Service as Is | 





Disposal by NBC of its artists 
service is back to the point where it 
was four months ago, namely, there 
is no immediate buyer. The deal 
with a group headed by Jack Adams 
has gone cold. Network officials 
haven’t seen Adams for a couple 
weeks, 

It was stated at NBC, Monday (24), 
that the network was working on a 
new idea for unloading the bureau. 


Daily Worker Has 
WHOM Newscast, 


Dittomg Frisco 


The Daily Worker, New York 
sheet devoted to the Communist 
party, is establishing a radio pro- 
gram on Station WHOM, New York- 
New Jersey local station. Louis 
Budnez of the Worker's editorial 
staff will broadcast from Wednesday 
through Sunday at 11 p.m. It will 
be known as ‘From Labor’s News- 
room.’ 

The Daily Worker has earmarked 
one minute of its nightly time for 
announcements from any defense 
agencies desiring radio publicity. 

This program is similar to a news- 
cast over KSAN, San Francisco, by 
a left organ of that city. 











PRESSURE ON TIME 


WLW Drops Dance Pickups for Dur- 
ation of Defense Crisis 








Cincinnati, Nov. 25. 

WLW and WASI, which have been 
broadcasting exclusively from Bev- 
erly Hills, C. C., nearby Kentucky 
nitery, since its opening in 1937, re- 
linquish that spot Dec. ‘1. Remotes 
from there will be handled by 
WKRC, with local airings nightly 
and thrice-weekly feeds to the Mu- 
tual web. 

Several weeks ago the Crosley 
tions discontinued pick-ups from the 
Lookout House, other Kentucky | 
nitery opposite Cincy, giving entree 
to WKRC and Mutual. 

James D. Shouse, general aaa’ 


; 
Sta 


an 


of Crosley stations, said the dance | 
pick up discontinuance is ‘at least | 
until after the present national de- | 
fense emergency.’ 
Quick Baptism of Grief 
Warren, O., Nov. 23. 

Station WRRN, Warren, O., was 
forced off the air at 10 a.m., gine 16, 
less than a week after it hz id ‘ted 
regular broadcasting operat 
when an electrical accident dam- 
aged the equipment. 

Tt ie station resumed next day 


On the Quarter Wh 


Washington, Nov. 25. 
The Federal Communications 
Commission has amended its rules 


to permit station-breaks for identi- 
fication announcements at the quar- 
instead of the half-hour. 
That places all half-hour shows on 


jan even basis as regards station- 
and is understood to have 
been issued in response to a plea | 
by Mutual, on behalf of its Coca- | 
Cola ‘Spotlight Bands’ program 
10:15-10:45 Saturday nights. 
Coca-Cola show and any _ simi-} 
larly-scheduled programs may, as a 





Washington, Nov. 25. 
Though analysis is not complete, 
the broadcasting industry apparently 
will be found not guilty of one- 
sidedness in programming war talks 
and morale-building features. Pre- 


liminary observations by F.C.C. 
Chairman James L. Fly last week 
foreshadowed an acquittal on the 


charges preferred by the Senate 
isolationist bloc. 
Many thousands of scripts are 


being scrutinized, Fly said, and sev- 
eral weeks more will be needed to 
complete the examination. Many 
programs carried by every transmit- 
ter are getting a careful once-over, 
with numerous detailed questions 
being checked by the staff. How 
soon the findings will be laid before 


the Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee remains conjectural, 
though it was understood several 


weeks ago the regulators were on 
the verge of submitting a prelim- 
inary report. 

Because the work isn’t done, Fly 
would not make a positive statement 
that everyone in the industry has 
handled the hot potato fdirly but 
said what he has seen so far dem- 
onstrates there is no basis for a gen- 
eral complaint that the broadcasters 
as a group have engaged in whoop- 
ing up erithusiasm for war participa- 
tion or in throttling critics of the 
President’s foreign policy. Instances 
| of unfairness or bias may be cited 
when the job is over, but it has been 
indicated these are of decidedly 
minor importance. 

The Commish has taken no action 
to spank any of the networks as a 
result of alleged favoritism or dis- 
crimination toward the chief groups 
fuming about war and_ isolation. 
Nothing has been said or done since 
the three national chains responded 
to call for ‘statements of facts’ 
about treatment of the America First 
Committee’s recent Madison Square 
Garden barbecue or the Fight for 
Freedom complaint that Mutual re- 
| flects the anti-Roosevelt policies of 
| the Chicago Tribune. 











PAY TILTS END 


LONG LINES 
THREAT 


The threatened interruption of net- 
work hookup service evaporated 
over the past week end when the 
executive board of the Federation of 
Long Lines Telephone Workers con 
pleted an with their 
ployers which gives the 15,000 mer 


agreement eme 


y 
tie 


bers wage increases totaling $3,000,- 
000 a year. 

Dr. John R. Steelman, of the U. S 
Conciliation Service, was the third 
party in } the negotiation 


Half-Hour Station Break Can Be Made 


en More Convenient 


1 result of the new ruling, henceforth 
skip the station-break interruption 


|}at the half-hour and, instead, idene 
| tify network and local stations at 
|} the quarter-hour, before and after 
'the stanza. As outlined in the FCC 
announcement, the rule requiring 
| station-breaks at the hour remains 
unchanged, with the exception of 
such broadcasts as opera perform- 


ances, certain sports events, continu- 
ous speeches and so on. 


Troy, N. ¥.—David G. Lyon, Jr. 
formerly of WSYB, Rutland, Vt., is a 
new engineer at WTRY, Troy. 
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THE SOCK CAMPAIGN WAS 
HeainFilnDaiHee, KEYED TO THE “I WAKE UP 


step by step, is the 


story of 20th’s “new SCREAMING” TITLE 
wrinkle in test runs.” 

MELODRAMATIC ELEMENTS | . 
WERE STRESSED IN@@ 
ADS, FRONT, STUNTS. 
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sold it as Terrific ee RARE * SUTTON 
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Typical Newspaper Ad 
(powerful, unusual) 


STUNT BALLY 
»- On this trailer’s P. A. 
system, a girl screamed, 
plug followed! 
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OPENING DAY HAD MILWAUKEE ON ITS EAR! EA 
BIGGEST THANKSGIVING DAY IN SIX YEARS! ia 


;From morning to night, crowds like these . . 
{ Se w 7s ey 
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(4) THE FIGURES TELL THE STORY! 
RUNNING ; mT 
AHEAD OF “4 WAKE UP 
“TIN PAN ALLEY’S” iors nt 
THANKSGIVING TWN PAN ALLEY” 







































































GROSS...AND |. _ 
BEATING 
“CHARLEY’S AUNT”! 
IMPORTANT 
f NOTICE! 
@ @e¢6 & 
NEW TITLE! 
NEW ADS! 
NEW TRAILERS! — 
SPECIAL PRESS-BOOK SUPPLEMENT sen Changeg 


AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY! 


Inquire at your local 
20th Century-Fox Exchange! And 
‘many happy boxoffice returns—from 
wide-AWAKE 20th! 
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Follow-Up Comment 





Paul Lukas, Mady Christians{ youthful zip and color. Fact that 
end Lucile Watson guested Sun-/|there were an unprecedented num- 
day night (23) on ‘Keep ‘’em|ber of laugh lines, with a studio 


audience to italicize them, also 
helped. Direction and musical ac- 
companiments were better, while the 
commercials were saucily in char- 
acter. 


Rolling,’ the OEM show via Mutual. 
They played their original parts 
in a skillfully condensed and 
steadily engrossing adaptation from 
Lillian Hellman’s drama, ‘The Watch 
on the Rhine,’ currently running at 
the Martin Beck theatre, N. Y. For 
simplification, some of the lines were 
reassigned to difterent characters, 
since several of the stage actors were 
missing from the air excerpt. How- 
ever, aided by Lukas’ powerful per- 
formance, the piece rose to an affect- 
ing emotional climax. Lawrence Tib- 
bett, also guesting on the show, sang 
one number with expressive simplici- 
ty and William Knudsen spoke elo- 
quently about the state of defense! 
production and his belief in Ameri-| 
can future. It was a well-planned, | 
well-executed program. 





Sheldon and Davis, comedy team, 
on the Carriage Trade Supper Club 
stanza over WMCA, New York, iast 
Tuesday (18) (9-9:30 p.m.) failed to 
stir the half-hour sustainer out of its 
lethargy. Pair tried ineffectively 
with feeble patter which even in- 
cluded a mother-in-law gag. Ben 
Klassen, one of the regulars, sang 
while Pauline Alpert, another per- 
manent fixture on this spot, was at 
the piano. Both showed preference 
for dated and not very appropriate 
numbers. Adelaide Abbott, guest vo- 
calist, didn’t impress. Program, 
which was inaugurated last spring, 
stands in need of considerable doc- 
toring. Orchestra sounds like an 
anaemic string trio in a small town 
hotel dining room, 








Marjorie Main and Joan Davis} 
guested on the Rudy Vallee show 
Thursday night (20) on NBC-Red 
(WJZ) and, with John Barrymore, 


booted across a funny interlude. It 


was all written and played in the : ; ; % 
broadest kind of slapstick, which, Ruth Duskin, fy vrniry ar 
with such virtuoso hokers as Barry-| "ster, 12, joined the mopps: exper*s 

and Miss Main del the | Jast week on Alka-Seltzer’s Quiz 
more an iss Main doing e (WJZ), and 


: vey a | Kids,’ via NBC-Blue 
heaviest pitching, made wild listen-| )\ 4) proved sock additions to the 





ing. Gags were of the outrageously h F 

ayy : : show. er, the youngest ever to 
insulting genre. ‘ Miss Davis and|*0W ——- = : 
Vallee "eile not getting quite as appear on the series, had the studio 


audience (and presumably the lis- 
teners) in the aisles. While her 
older mates sat silent (and appar- 
ently ignorant) Ruth came through 
with correct dope on such subjects 
as the Wagner ring operas, the vari- 
ous brothers in Shakespeare plays, 
quotations from poetry and an allu- 
sion to an Aesop fable. Naming the 
‘Dusk of the Gods’ as the last of the 
Wagner ring, she was corrected by 
moderator Joseph William Kelly and 
fellow-quizzer Richard Williams, 
who said the opera in question is 
‘Gotterdammerung.” Whereupon the 
tyke retorted that their’s is the Ger- 
man name. ‘but in English it means 
what I said.’ 


solid laughs as Barrymore and Miss 
Main, more than did their share. 
Former also whammed across a 
corking burlesque vocal of ‘Jim.’ 





‘Duffy’s Tavern’ uncorked a stead- 
fly laughable show Thursday night 
(20) on CBS, with every member of 
the company contributing to the Zzun. 
Shirlev Booth (still billed as ‘star’ of 
‘My Sister Eileen’) sang an uproar- 
jously hoked-up, broken-down ver- 
sion of ‘Smoke Gets in Your Eyes,’ 
which seemingly had the _ studio 
audience in hysterics, and under- 
standably so. Eddie Green also vo- 
caled his familiar quavery ‘Tit- 
Willow’ song, while Ed Gardner, 
Charles Cantor and Ed Latimer ig- 
nited merriment with a flock of non- 
sense about the mythical Duffy and 





‘Michael and Kitty,’ the Friday 
night comedy-whodunit series on 
NBC-Blue (WJZ) for Canada Dry, 


Bg aoe La en en Pig id has still been unable to get away 
roy S orchestra was intec-| from its stigma of seeming road 
tiously pulsating and even the com- company ‘Thin Man.’ Last week's 
mercials were tuned to the general script about Long Island jewel 


mood. One of the best chapters since 


ieves an implausible story, 
the series started. ees 208 8 . pe 


over-obvious culprits, unclarified ex- 
planation and, most important of all, 
no laughs. Opening and close are 
ingenious, 





‘Maudie’s Diary,’ back on _ its 
former story line and again using the 
original Graeme and Sarah Lorimer 
magazine material, was a much im- 
proved show as heard last Thursday 
night (20). Episode was crammed 
with action and the daffy slang that 
gives the original yarns much of| mantic yarn telescoped from the pic- 
their unique flavor. In addition, the | ture, ‘If You Could Only Cook.’ 
script kept the Maudie character in! With such palpably silly material, 
the forefront, which gave the stanza the three leads could only whack 


— 





Humphrey Bogart, Priscilla Lane 
and Adolphe Menjou guested Sun- 
day night (23) on the Gulf-Screen 
Guild show via CBS in the ro- 

















45. HAPPY MINUTES with pene 


WCAE has a slightly terrific lady screwball, name of Irene. 
So we built a show around her. Packed it with music, 
laughs and sales oomph. And it’s becoming a quiet sensa- 
tion among Pittsburgh’s “4 million.’’* 


One, two or three quarter-hour strips of Irene’s colossus 
(4 to 4:45 p. m. 


sense of humor and a few (sales) 


are now available to any sponsor with a 
records to break. Grab 
your phone or your secretary and tell us where to send 
complete information. 





*Population, WCAE 
Service Area 















The KATZ AGENCY 
National Representatives 
500 Fifth Ave. + New York, NLY. 








5000 Watts + 1250 K.C. 
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MR. and MRS. TOMMY MANVILLE 
With Jack Eigen 
4 Mins.; Local 
BREIDT’S BEER 
Sunday, 6:30 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 

Jack Eigen is a No. 4 roadshow 
Winchell with his Broadway and 
Hollywood gossip. He not only effects 
the Winchellian format but his vocal 
delivery, which no amount of be- 
seeching, by Eigen, that ‘remember, 
you heard it here first.’ can offset. 
As part of the Breidt Beer variety 
show on WMCA, Eigen also digs up 
a near-celeb every Sunday evening 
to top off his gossiping. 

This past Sunday saw Tommy Man- 
ville and the new Mrs. M. (No. 5), 
nee Bonnie Edwards, chorister, mak- 


20 Winks 





News became so thin one day 
last week that even the New 
York Sun, for true, had a pic- 
ture of Tommy Manville on page 
one .... Are all those records 
The Bing is pressing really help- 
ing Decca? He’s turning out so 
many that too many listen as 
too tired .... WOR put together 
some figures maintaining that 
for every 17 men who listen to 
football broadcasts there are 12 
women, Which makes a skeptic 
of this corner because the num- 
ber of mothers, wives, and sis- 


ters who disappear from the ing a joint guest-interview mike 
home on Saturday afternoons 1s appearance with Eigen. Manville’s 
remarkable. In most cases we nocturnal, matrimonial and other 


antics being his sole claim to dis- 
tinction, he’s of ‘Mrs. Astor’s Horse’ 
category. 
_Manville, a five-day groom, was 
kidding (1) about his predilection 
for blondes; (2) that the one time 
he went out with a brunet, and she 
found out her Big Mistake, she 
bought up a bathtubful of blonde 
Hennafoam; (3) he’s looking around 
for Mrs. Manville No. 6 (kiddingly, 
of course): and (4) he’ll name their 
first one Jack, Jr., in honor of Jack 
Eigen. This was their heart-full-of- 
gratitude reward to Figen, just be- 
cause he (Eigen) was the one who 
first introduced Bonnie to Tommy. 
And as if that wasn’t sufficiently the 
reason for this .cuffo guest-shot, Eigen 
mentioned that the AP, the UP, the 
INS, the columnists, the Times, the 
Volkischer Beobachter and the 
Pravda all had put emphasis on 
the fact ‘I (emphasis on the ‘I’) was 
the one who first introduced the two 
loving hearts, Bonnie and Tommy.’ 
Maybe all this sums up as good 
radio salesmanship for beer; or may- 
be it'll drive one to reefers. Abel. 


have clocked the reason is that 
the girls can't stand the noise 
.... There’s another one of 
those torchers around, ‘I Got It 
Bad, and That Ain’t Good.’ But 
it's going to take some time to 
find out if the song is any good 
or not for so far it has been a 
contest to see who can sing it the 
slowest—with Little Jackie Hel- 
ler 'way ahead.... And Kenny 
Baker also seems to be trying to 
put everyone to sleep with 
those tunes he’s been picking 
lately. 

Shudders of the week: Please 
call time out and listen to Sonny 
Dunham’s disc of ‘Mighty Like 
a Rose.’ Then if you find any- 
thing good about it, for good- 
ness sake let’s know what it is. 
Because if you find it good there 
can no longer be any doubt that 
this department is daffy. Boy, 
the Bisodol. 


RS SE EOLA RT A I ESO 


across the broadest kind of perform- 
ances. That was suitable for a 
poaee-en yarn, but hardly en- 
anced their prestige. 


_— 








JOHN PITTMAN 
Communist newscast 
15 Mins.—Local 
PEOPLE’S WORLD 
Monday, 8:15 p.m. 
KSAN, San Francisco 


This newscast is sponsored by the 
Communist daily, People World. 
Shapes up as little more than an 
average partisan airing. Commen- | 
tator is John Pittman, foreign editor, 
with a couple who meet, fall in love | who does a capable job of rounding 
and are prevented from keeping an- | Up world and national news from 
other appointment. Not knowing |the party slant. So far as war cov-| 
each other’s last names, they appar-| erage goes, the reporting here isn’t 
ently are separated for keeps, but|much_ different from any 
as the listener knew from the start, ‘ 
the author tied it all up in a felicitous ler is more bluntly stated and Red 

A exploits hailed with 





Helen Hayes gave considerable 
credibility to the script on Lipton’s 
tea program Sunday night (23) on 
CBS, but couldn’t entirely overcome 
the slick-paper magazine quality of 
the material. Sentimental yarn 
called ‘This Is Our Destiny’ dealt 





clinch. Ag usual, Miss Hayes ere- |4\!™my are 
ated an enormously impressive char- slightly more vigor. 
acterization, with skillful mood| National picture is presented 
changes and touching emotional|somewhat_ differently, however. 
highlights. Richard Kollmar was Commenting on the coal strike, Pitt- 


man took the line on show caught 
that employers were ‘treasonably 
guilty’ for ‘manufacturing provoca- 
‘MUSICAL MILLWHEEL’ tions to trap and shackle labor.’ Al- 
With Walter Patterson, Dan Donald- | though apparently backing the CIO, 
aan commentator gave Lewis the once- 
30 Mins. over-lightly for being a ‘party’ to 
PILLSBURY FLOUR CO. the “provocations. 
Thurs. to Sunday, 10 a.m. Also plugged was 
WJZ-NBC, New York | contest on subject ‘How I Can Help 
(McCann-Erickson) Win America’s Batile for Production’ 
MCLann-£ | with six-month sub to the paper as 


pliable as the romantic lead, 








cago studios four mornings weekly |ley longshoreman who advocated 
over a string of Blue stations. In-|worker-management groups on the 
cludes Sunday morning when there | English model. Wern. 
are few commercial network shows | rae 

around. Modestly budgeted, pro- | 

gram is intelligently planned and| Marie McGrain, studio hostess at 


ror > 4 . de sAcing | . ° P . 
oe na Should we pleasing | WJSV, Washington, is laid up with 
are for housewives. In fact, asid€|, fractured ank er eA 
from too persistent plugging of 4 bod wcrc ig ex a — oe 
giveaway and of sponsor’s products, | Da pesISLOn lanksgiving 
men should be entertained, too. y. 


letter-writing | 


Program rides from NBC’s Chi- |a prize. Week’s winner was a Berke- | 


—— 
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‘BLIND ALLEY’ 

With Maurice Wells, Charles Fur- 
colowe, Katherine Warren, Ka 
Loring, Lida Kane. ; 

90 Mins. a: 

Sustaining 

Friday, 8:40 p.m. (Nov. 21) 

WNBT, New York 


As far as the technique of dra 
production is concerned, this vee 
of the James Warwick play served tg 
affirm further television's sharply 
defined progress in the direction of 
an entertainment medium. For those 
who had the receiving facilities it 
was 90 minutes well spent. The per. 
formances were of a high order, the 
transmission was good and Thomas 
Riley’s direction accounted for a pro- 
duction that was tightly drewn, deftly 
balanced and incisively paced, aj. 
though perhaps some cuts in the 
script would have helped. 

It was no easy job that Riley and 
the cast assumed when they picked 
on ‘Blind Alley.’ After the first few 





minutes the script is a blend of 
mounting dread and_ consistently 
explosive dramatics, with not a 


single letdown on the wear and tear 
of the emotion permitted up to the 
final curtain. Riley’s troupe moved 
into the dominating mood with a 
quick but not too obvious precision, 
and the only place where the play’s 
movement seemed to falter was in 
the third act. 


‘Blind Alley,’ which was produced 
on Broadway in 1938 and made a pic- 
ture (Columbia) the following year, 
retails the terror that befalls the 
household of a psychiatry professor 
when a gang on the lam take the 
place over as a hideaway and how in 
a battle of minds the mob leader's 
violent egotism and ghastly back- 
ground collapse and he finds him- 
self incapable of further defiance. 

Charles Furcolowe did a potently 
sustained job in the part of the gang 
chief. Maurice Wells gave the role 
of the psychiatrist a wealth of 
nuances and deen understanding, 
while Katherine Warren, who was 
in the original Broadway cast, pro- 
vided a first-rate foil in the part of 
the wife. Kay Loring lent much color 
to the role of the gang leader's moll 
snd Lida Kane, cast as the Irish 
, “keeper, made hers an imnres- 
sive bit. Odec. 





‘QUIZ OF TWO CITIES’ 


other | With Carl Mattison, Forrest Willis, 
|nowadays, save that loathing of Hit- | 


Gren Rand 

|30 Mins.—Lecal 

| NOXZEMA 

| Thursday, 7 p.m. 
|} WOKO, Albany 


(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 


In view of Noxzema’s steady in- 
crease in number of stations on which 
inter-city patented quiz show is 
broadcast, criticism may be ques- 
tioned. 

Noxzema has widely employed 
this same program idea, pitting a 
quiz team from one town or city 
|} against another team from a nearby 
city. Sometimes there are three 
communities involved. In this case 
|as between Troy and Albany there 
seemed too much ‘needling.’ Taunt- 
ing, boasting, insulting sort of thing 
|calls for a good deal of editorial 
|judgment. Was overdone by per- 
|haps 50%. It slowed down further 
}a program that tended to be slow 
anyhow. 

Technical aspects were well 
handled, shifts from point to point 
| being heard by the listeners but the 
{contestants do not hear the replies 
|}to questions as given in the rival 




















Broadcasts certainly are a change of | ~~ : = 
pace from hokey daytime serials on | 
which flour and similar products are | 
usually peddled. 

Walter Patterson, a tenor, is sup- 
ported by’ a_ small _ instrumental 
group and several harmony singers. 
Boys are called ‘The Pillsbury 
Besters.” Announcer Dan Donald- 
son is only one, aside from Patter- 











A two-manual organ furnishes the 
bulk of the accompaniments, al- 
though about five other instruments 
come in from time to time. 

Advertising hook, an offer of a 
pair of’ knives, in exchange for 
two thrift stars from Snowsheen 
Cake Flour and 25c, was for some 
time as sharp as Bob Feller’s curve. 
Recently, string has been pulled a 
bit on this and more pressure has 
been put on selling quality of prod- 
uct (Farina is mentioned, too). Im- 
pact of advertising is still strong. 
Donaldson is a persuading spieler. 

Jaco. 


son, name tabbed. Patterson sings 
smoothly,: in solos and leads. He | 
also announces numbers, talks and | 
generally ties the show together | 
| with the skill of an experienced | 
|miker. Vocals range from ballads, | 
| pops and oldies to some mild swing, | 
| an even balance being kept. Not so- re 
| phisticated or tricky rhythm stuff. | 
| Harmony is good but straight. 
| 
| 


STATION —/N 


COST SALES 





Associate Station 
New York City—Frank Hopkins W 45D—FM 
formerly a copywriter with the 
Federal agency, and Crane Hausse- 
men formerly in the same capacity 
with Erwin, Wasey, have joined the 
copy department of the Compton 
agency. 


National & 
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Calumet, Mich. Too Tough for A.T.&T. 


WHDF Drops Off Mutual After Discouragements in being 





| 


Month’s Trial | 


7% 








Detroit, Nov, 25. 


After only a month’s operation as 
a Mutual outlet, WHDF, Calumet, 
Mich., has dropped off the network. 
Reason for the break, effective Nov. 
16, was unsatisfactory transmission 
of network shows. Cancellation also 
includes the station’s tie with the 
North Central Broadcasting System, 
a Mutual affiliate. 

Calumet, where WHDF is located, 
is on a small peninsula extending 
into Lake Superior, a remote north- 
ern portion of the state of Michigan. 
Understood that the Michigan Bell 
Telephone Co. and the A. T. & T. 
were hesitant about being able to 
provide proper line service from 
Ironwood, Mich. but finally at- 
tempted it. Stated that during the 


30 days of operation, very few pro- 


grams were received sufficiently 
clearly to warrant continuation, 





Dies Gives 
Dr. Watson 


The Needles 





Washington, Nov. 25. 


Charges of Communist sympathies 
hurled at Dr. Goodwin Watson, re- 
cently named chief analyst of foreign 
programs, were rebuffed last week 
by FCC Chairman James L. Fly. The 
head regulator refused to oust the 
cheric-psychologist, whose job in- 
volves directing studies of airwaved 
propaganda, as demanded by red- 
baiter Martin Dies of Texas, chair- 
man of the House Unamericanism 
Committee. 

After previously informing Presi- 
dent Roosevelt there are three ad- 
mirers of Red doctrines on the FCC 
payroll, the House probe chief spot- 
lighted Watson, who has just been 
handed a $6,000-a-year retainer to 
oversee the digesting of matter 
picked up by the government’s de- 
fense monitoring service. But Fly 
shot back that Watson is a loyal 
Amrican whose services are greatly 
appreciated by the government. 

Making his public—in 
marked contrast to the secrecy pro- 
tecting the other alleged FCC ‘com- 
rades’—Dies said Watson ‘has been a 
propagandist for communism and the 
Soviet Union for many years, and is 
hooked up with 13 organizations that 


letter 


~~ 


General Elec. Ballyhooing | 
r-M Sets on WOR Discs 


General Electric started last night 
(Tuesday) a three-weekly five-min- | 
ute recorded series of the Golden 
Gate Quartet and Hazel Scott on 
WOR, New York, to plug its FM re- 
ceivers. Show airs 7:25-7:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays. 
Maxon is the agency. 


Olson rug, through Presba, Fellers 
& Presba agency, started Saturday 
(22) three-weekly sponsorship of five 
minutes of Joe Bier’s early morning 
series on the same station. Carter’s 
liver pills contracted this week for 
announcements six nights a week on 
the same outlet’s all-night recorded 
show, through Street & Finney. And 
Cigar Institute of America, through 
Lambert & Feasley, this week a se- 
ries of Friday participation plugs on 





‘Here’s Morgan’ via WOR. 


Paul Wills of KMOX Is 


Sued for Divorce 
St. Louis, Nov. 25. 


Paul Wills, a gabber at KMOX, is 
sued for divorce’ again. 
Action in the Circuit Court 


Wills told her he 
her and that he stayed 
out at night without explaining his 
whereabouts. The couple were mar- 
ried the first time in Memphis, Tenn.., 
and divorced three vears later. Thev 
were remarried Apri) 25, 1938. 

Wills made no comment on 
latest marital litigation. 


alleged that 
longer loved 


the 





SYMPHONY AS IS 


Standard of California with B. B. 
D. & O. but Radio Shift Unlikely 








San Francisco, Nov. 25. 


Agency, Network, Talent, Press Agents 
~All Join in Feenamint Huddles 


no | 


With the inauguration of a weekly 
and 
with 


huddle by the various agency 


network people connected 
Feenamint’s ‘Double or Nothing’ on 
Mutual, a number of production and 
the 


out. 


show 
Con- 


wrinkles on 
straightened 


exploitaiton 
have been 


ferees meet regularly Monday after- 


noons at the Esty agency and, after 


discussing the previous night’s show, 


Standard Oil of California’s switch | 
from McCann-Erickson to B. B. D. | 


& O. is unlikely to affect the Stand- 
ard Symphony hour on Don Lee, ac- 
cording to Walter Held, public re- 
lations chief for the oiler. 

Points out Standard has its own 
production rep on the show as well 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


map the _ succeeding week's pro- 
duction lineup. 
Although morning-after ‘confer- | 


ences’ are something of a dubious | 
tradition in agency circles, the 
‘Double or Nothing’ huddles are 
| unique in that the network and 


| talent, as well as the agericy people, 


are present. Those who regularly 
attend the ‘Double or Nothing’ 
confabs include Wesley Combs, Esty 


Brusiloff, conductor; Jane Bishir, 
writer; Lester Gottlieb, Mutual press 
rep, and Zac Freedman, who does 
special publicity and lines up name 
{guests for the show 

Walter Compton, m.c. and part- 
owner of the program, has various 
duties at WOL, Washington, through 
the week, so he alone does not at- 
tend. 





Haldeman-Julius Of 
Girard, Kans., on KROW 


Oakland, Nov. 25. 
Haldeman-Julius of Girard, Kan., 
is plugging books on KROW here six 
| times weekly for 13 weeks via five- 
| minute 


transcriptions spotted via 
| Huber Hoge & Son, New York. 
Raymond Spector, New York, 


as the customary agency contact,| agency vice-president; Harry Hol-|using same outlet for Block Drug 


making the weekly hour virtually a | comb, 
| Forrest, 


separate enterprise. 


Frank 
show; Nat 


program producer; 
tenor on the 


Co.’s Gold Medal Capsules, with five 
waxed spots weekly. 








“2 





ever help a lot of boys! 


Just because I’m so small, 
mean | don’t keep my ears open. 
I listen to “Boys Town” on WLW! 
And boy—does Father Flannigan 


doesn’t 








are either false fronts for the Reds | 


Or avowedly sympathetic. Dies said 
the FCC expert should be ‘commend- 
ed for not attempting to conceal his 
communist sympathies,’ but ought 
not roost on the Federal payroll. 
where he can make ‘such important 
decisions.’ 

Dies said Dr. Watson authored 
“numerous articles in praise of the 
Soviet way of life,” and has engaged 
in ‘emphatic disparagement of the 
American way of life.’ 

Professing sympathy with ‘every 
effort to rid the government of sub- 
versive influences,’ Fly went to bat 
for Dr. Watson. He replied that he 
has ‘taken pains to make a full in- 
quiry into this subject’ and is con- 
vinced by his sleuthing that ‘at no 
time has Dr. Watson been a member 
of the Communist Party or partici- 
pated in any way in the activities of 
the Communist Party. And at no 
time has Dr. Watson indorsed the 
communist system.’ 

Fly told Dies the FCC ‘sought’ Dr. 
Watson and beseeched him to take 
the job because he is ‘one of the out- 
standing social psychologists of the 
country.” Uncle Sam is ‘fortunate’ to 
get his services, the Commish head 
said, pointing out that Dr. Watson 
spent three years at Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary, is an ordained Method- 
ist minister, and was checked by 
the Civil Service Commission before 
getting the appointment. 





HARPER FROM KFSO IN N. Y. 


Truman Harper, news announcer 
and special features director at 
KFSO, San Francisco, who came 
east last week to crack radio, joined 
the staff on WOR, New York, Mon- 
day (24) and is announcing the 9:30 
am. news spot Mondays-through- 
Saturdays. 

Assignment was the first one for 
which he auditioned. 














people but he sure gets in his two 
cents worth when we start talkin’ 


Dad isn’t much to praise 


; 5 ee 


writin’ down the reports. If he’s 
awful busy— Mom does it for him, 















about WLW. He said the other 


day that if he didn’t get the price 
on hogs every day over WLW— 


he'd be sunk! He raises 


hogs and sells them to the packer 


in Portland, Indiana. Every morn- 


She listens to Marsha Wheeler on 
WLW every morning, too. And she 


a lot of 


ing Dad's right by the radio 
















doesn't have to poke her head in 
the radio to listen to every word! 


like. And 


gives us. 










of Mr. and Mrs. Arlie Sheffer, 


Dole, son 
R. No. 6, Portland, indiana; 


WLW comes in good and CLEAR! 
Mary and Ann, they're my sisters, 
elick the 


radio on for WLW's 





“Boone County Jamboree,” and 
“Everybody's Farm Hour.” They're 
the kind of shows that farm folks 


that’s the kind WLW 


PROOF ENOUGH—THAT FARMERS OF RURAL AMERICA WHO LIKE 


THE BEST LISTEN TO WLW MOST! 


INDIANA 


° 
PORTLAND 








ees ame 


aw 
CINCINNATI 


KENTUCKY 


4 
REPRESENTATIVES: New York—Transomerl- 
eon Broadcasting & Television Corporation, 
cay ate nt 230 N. Michigan Ave, 
ian Francisco—international Radio Sales, 
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Third Argentina Network Gets Going | 








With Aid of 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 7. 


Aided by special shipments of 


needed materials from England Ra- | 
dio LR4 this week opened its net- | 
Emisoras | 


work (Red Argentina de 
Splendid, S.A.) four months in ad- 


vance of the time originally skedded. | 
its | 
power increased to 50 k.w., put on its | 
program | 
in honor of Radio Catamarca (LW7), 


Station. which expects to have 


first show with a _ special 
one of its biggest additions. 
Chain is using mostly Standard 
lectric equipment. Web 
the third in Argentina. Others are 
The Radio Belgrano Primera Cadena 
de Broadcasting and Radio Mundo’s 
Azul y Blanca. 
Stations on new web are: Radio 


Splendid, Buenos Aires (LR4), Radio 





| 


Cultura, Cordoba (LW1), Radio| 
Stentor, Rosario (LT2), Radio del | 
Sur, Bahia Blanca (LU3), Radio| 


| 


Misiones, Posadas (LT4), Radio Neu- | 
quen, Newquen (LU5), Radio Men- | 
doza (LV6), and Radio Catamarca | 
(LW7). 


NAVY SEEKING 
RADIO EXPERTS 





Washington, Nov. 25. 

Broadcast station technicians with 
a hankering for Navy uniforms will 
be welcomed if they have dabbled in 
the ultra-high frequencies. The Ad- 
mirals are looking for men capable 
of maintaining and operating the 
‘Radar,’ a new-fangled gadget which 
locates both ships and airplanes be- 
yond eyesight. Circular letter to the 
Recruiting Service urges every effort 
to obtain hands who are qualified for 


} 
| 
| 


English Equipment 





Sabbath Peeve 


Regina, Sask., Nov. 25. 
Advertising on Sunday radio 
broadcasts was condemned at a 
joint meeting of the Anglican 
rural deanery and women’s 
auxiliary in Vermilion, Alberta, 
recently. 
The resolution was sent to the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 








becomes | 


Newcomer on Air 
Despite 50% Rule 
On Installments 


Montreal, Nov. 25. 

Charles W. Lindsay, piano-radio 
store, has recently opened up fur- 
niture addition to its business and 
has bought 30 programs commencing 
today (25) on CBC’s English and 
French language stations CBM and 
CBF, three on eack per week. 

This is a new account and is re- 
garded as offsetting feared general 
cancelling of furniture radio ac- 
counts because of recent Federal 
laws demanding 50% down payment 





|and short haul on installments. 





Another John Trent 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 25. 
John Trent seems to be a popular 
name with people in show business. 
That was the tag La Verne Williams, 








rapid promotion in this field. 

Eligibility requires experience in 
design, construction and operation of 
either amateur or commercial equip- 
ment using the ether attic. Qualified 
recruits will be sent to special 
schools for intensive training, and 
may get to the point where they win 
chief petty officer rank. 





New York City—Steere Mathew, 
for the last 14 years a commercial 
engineer and network facilities engi- 
neer in the NBC traffic, has been 
upped to assistant manager of the 
department. 


|} a TWA pilot, picked for himself sev- 

eral years ago when B. P. Schulberg 
spotted him on a Kansas City-New 
| York run and signed him to a long- 
|term contract. Last week, John 
Murray, a new announcer at WCAE, 
selected the same name. 

Switch in Murray’s tag was made 
necessary because of presence on the 
; WCAE staff of Jim Murray, whose 
| regular job is sales promotion man- 
ager but who also doubles frequently 
as a spleler, particularly in sports 
| events. Station’s original Murray 
‘has been broadcasting Pitt football 

games all season, 





| has 


| 
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San Francisco—George Feurst has 


been shifted from traffic to sales at | 
KGO-KPO. Bob Sandstrom fiils the 


traffic vacancy. 

New York City.—Sandy Baker, 
formerly with WWRL, Queens, N. Y., 
joined the announcing staff of 
WBT, Charlotte, N. C. 


Kas.—KANS has made 
and additions to 
staff recently. Randy Ryan, for- 
merly manager of KMMJ, Grand 
Island, Neb., has joined commercial 
staff. Coleman Ashe, who is in 
charge of music, and Paul Cochran, 
announcer, both moved over from 
local station KFBI. Wayne Shaw, 
WMBH, Joplin, Mo., is also new 
announcer. 

G. N. Darling, formerly announcer 
and continuity writer, is new pro- 
gram director. 


Wichita, 
several changes 





St. 
partment has Blaine Cornwell from 
KXOK. Louis Shumate replaces 
Richard Sharp who departed to join 
the Ralph H. Jones Agency in Cin- 
cinnati. Paul Wills, gabber is filling 
Shumate’s stint, and Larry Zimmer, 
has been added to the continuity de- 
partment, vice Larry Neville who 
shifted to Washington. Shumate will 
write and produce the Slack shows. 

In the gabbirfe department Carl 
Christopher, Jr., recently of KSD has 
replaced Lloyd Anderson, now at 
Fort Knox, and John Dunham, for- 
merly with KSOO, Sioux Falls, S. D. 
replaced Bud Sherman who also an- 
swered a call from Uncle Sam. Lam- 
bert Kaiman,:a native, joins to gab- 
bing staff to fill the vacancy created 
when Wills was upped. 





New York City—C. Lowell Frank, 
formerly with the U. S. Recording 
Co., Washington, and before that 
with CBS in New York, has joined 
the engineering staff of WOR, New 
York. 

John M. Anspacher, until recently 
a private in the public relations of- 
fice at Camp Wheeler, Ga., and pre- 
viously with the UP radio service, 
has been added to the publicity staff 
of WOR. 





Fort Worth—Harry Flowers at 
WBAP-KGKO now publicity assist- 
ant to Elbert Haling. 





San Antonio—Lewis Birdsong joins 
the control room staff of station 
KABC, replacing Charley Feick. 











In Sports, as in all 
KLZ is Denver's STAN a 


‘amming, 


sta 
Capped by Denver's First pies 


Sportsman's Show—which hed ali 
orado talkingi—KLZs 1941 
schedule hits a new high in 


Col- 


attentlon 


LOUIE Netmeserersa ‘ariowatsy Br Tes 
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Louis.—KMOX program de- | 


Exempt From 


London Calling 
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London, Nov. 8. 

| Diekens’ ‘Oliver Twist’ being seri- 
_alized, running into eight install- 
/ments, commencing Nov. 3. Moray 
McLaren will produce the adaptation 
by Audrey Lucas. Belle Chrystall is 
cast for Nancy, Allan Jeayes as Bill 
Sikes and Malcolm Keen as Fagin. 








Oliver Wakefield peeved that the 
repetition of his Saturday night ‘Mu- 
sic Hall’ broadcast Oct. 25 was 
omitted from the reproduction the 
following day. Powers that be say 
it was unsuitable, but comedian as- 
serts his script was okayed by BBC 
censor. 





Monckton Hoffe acts as narrator in 
new serial, ‘Night Lights of London,’ 
written by himself, which was intro- 
duced over the air Oct. 27. Star 
names accompanying him are Henry 
Ainley, Phyllis Neilson-Terry, Joyce 
Barbour. Show, produced by Val 
Gielgud, oscillates between black- 
out London of today and the gay 
capital of a couple of decades ago, 
with the rendering of the old popu- 
lar music hall tunes. The Midland 
Light Orchestra under’ Richard 
Crean lends splendid support. New 
venture looks promising, especially 
for the not-so-young listeners. 





Claire Luce featured in the BBC 
series of biographies titled ‘My Life 
in the Theatre.’ She will re-enact 
her career before the overseas mike 
Nov. 17, 19, 21, 23. 


Legalities Arise 
On Talent Options 
Of Coffee Show 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 

Some legal discussion has arisen 
over J. Walter Thompson's taking 
up the options on Edgar Bergen and 
Abbott and Costello for the Chase 
|& Sanborn Coffee program even 
though Kenyon & Eckhardt will be 
the new agency on the account Jan. 
1. Foreshadowing the possibility of 
complication is the contention of 
talent legalites that under such cir- 
cumstances an option pickup with a 
| term assignment is not valid unless 
| all the affected parties signature the 
| agreement. 

Significance is attached to the quip 
| by Costello on last Sunday’s 
iC & § broadcast that, ‘Hot or cold I 
stay three more weeks.’ That would 
take the team to the finale of the 
current 13-week cycle. It is under- 
stood that the comic team will make 
stiffer demands if new contracts are 
drawn up. 

Neither agency would comment on 
the legal status of the 
contracts with Bergen 
and Costello. 











and Abbott 





Sharon, Pa.—Mary Jean Schultz. 
lately women’s program director at 
WPIC, has taken a similar post at 
WJW, Akron. She succeeds Gretchen 
Neidlinger, who getting 
ried. 


is mar- 





4 


(23) | 


Thompson | 


Wartime Talk Rule 


. 





The Canadian government authori. 
ties have lifted the ban on American 
commentators as far as CKLW, De. 
troit, is corfcerned. CKLW is now to 
be considered as an international 
station and the outlet is free to take 
from the Mutual Network such com. 
mentators as Raymond Gram Swing 
and Gabriel Heatter. American com. 
mentators were barred from Cana. 
dian facilities when the Dominion 
declared war. 

Lifting of the ban was a joint ac- 
tion of the board of governors of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Co. and the 
Ministry of National War Service. 


Football Games 
Dedicated To 
Khaki Alumni 





Washington, Nov. 25. 


Broadcasters from ocean to ocean 
are being back-slapped by the ap- 
preciative War Department morale 
builders for the part played in put- 
ting across successfully the idea of 
‘dedicating’ college football games to 
alumni now wearing olive drab. 
Over 60 gridiron encounters were 
the occasion for flag-waving cere- 
monies helping make the civilian 
populace aware of the Army’s 
growth during the last year. 

Between the halves, governors, 
senators, deans, college presidents, 
and other political and educational 
bigwigs drove home the idea that 
many loyal sons of dear old Whoosis 
have answered the country’s call. 
Usually there was a flag-raising and 
the campus musicians played “The 
Star Spangled Banner.’ 

Radio’s part in the crusade was 
principally in promoting the events. 
Numerous stations not planning to 
pick up the particular games revised 
schedules to carry these fiestas to 
the stay-at-homes, while others 
kicked in with gratis time in ad- 
vance. Most of the ‘dedicated’ con- 
tests were carried on regional or na- 
tional skeins, helping make the dis- 
| persed alumni aware of what Alma 
|Mater had contributed. Boys in 
camps were particularly pleased by 
the broadcasters’ willingness to di- 
rect the spotlight on them, though 
they remained anonymous to the 
stadium crowds. 





San Antonio Perfume 


Adds 20 Radio Stations 
To List Set in Seattle 








Seattle, Nov. 25. 
Some 20 additional stations have 
been added to the schedule of the 


Compagnie Parisienne (perfumes) of 
| San Antonio, by Edwin Kraft, man- 
ager of Northwest Radio Advertising 
| Co., agency placing the spots. 


Daily five-minute programs have 


been set on the following stations: 
WAIT, WAAF, WHO, KMA, KHQ, 
KOW, KXA, KIRO, KINY, WOV, 


WPEN, WCAR, WPIC, KMPC, KJBS, 
‘ KXL, KVI, KSFO, KSL and CKLW. 








ry 
Ask Any NBC Spot Sales 
Office or Write 
GENE O’HAIRE 
WGY, Schenectady 














“GENE 


SYRACUSE” 


RADIO’S NEWEST 
COMEDY “NATURAL” 


NOW 


EVERY WEEKDAY 
MORNING 


WGY 


50,000 Watts 
Schenectady 





2 ND {Bond Clothes 
Griffin Shoe Polish 
YEAR | Peter Paul Candies 
Recently Added 


Groves Bromo-Quinine 
Cold Tablets 














—s 
‘ 


r 


an 
ee. 
to 
al 
ke 
n- 
ig 
n« 
A- 
on 


C- 
1e 
le 


dn ee ie ee ee ee 





Wednesday, November 26, 1941 


VARIETY 


37 





a 


THERE'S NOTHING “ETERNAL” ABOUT THIS TRIANGLE! 


It’s strictly a here-and-now problem, with many a good business man caught in the middle 













¢ | “DON'T BLAME ME, BOSS!” says the 
» " preduction chief, “but rising prices of raw 
_ grterials and higher hourly wages sent 
- Your cost of production way up this year.” 


2 “NOTHING DOING, SKIPPER!” insists the sales 


manager. “You can't pass that increase onto the 
consumer. If you raise prices, sales take a dive!” 


% “RED INK AHEAD!” warns the treasurer. “With 
rising costs of production and virtually statie 
prices, your margin of profit is disappeazing fast,” 


AND THERE IS A WAY OUT— 


Lower Your Cost of Distribution... By Buying Blue! 


Trapped in a triangle? Don’t be dis- 
couraged! Harder working advertising 
dollars can lower your cost of distri- 
bution and eliminate the necessity of 
raising prices. 


‘Today’s unique economic pattern 
calls for greater efficiency in advertising 
expenditures, even in radio, admitted- 
ly the most economical of mediums. 


And that pattern is made to order 
for the streamlined Blue Network of 
NBC because the Blue costs from 
11% to 36% less per thousand listeners... 
for four very good reasons: 


Blue stations are located where the 
buying power is heaviest, strategically 
placed to cover markets, not areas. 


Blue power is allocated to conserve 
your budget, by employing costly high 
power stations only where such power 
is necessary. 


“Blueplate” discounts enable you to 
expand your network with your budget 
and receive savings up to 20% of your 
total time cost. 


Blueevening commercials have reached 
a C.A.B. average of over ro., yet their 
average talent expenditure per quarter 














hour is 44% less than their major net- 
work competition. 
The moral—reach more ears per dollar: 
buy Blue! 





WE HAIL: 4 more new Blue advertisers 
who have signed with us since last month’s 
ad was published: 

SMITH BROS. AP News Broadcasts 
P BALLANTINE & SONS 
Three Ring Time 
BR LORILLARD & CO. 
The New “Old Gold” Show 


CREAM OF WHEAT Breakfast Club 











NATIONAL BROADCASTING CO. 
A Radio Corporation of America Service 














38 RADIO 


VARTETY 


Wednesday, November 26, 1941 





+erore 


From the Production Centres 


° 
PEPE EFFEE4EFFSEFFFSEFFFSFFHESESSESFSFSESESSESENESO FOS 


IN NEW YORK CITY 
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. . + 
THe Rapio TrApE 1s Discussinc: Reported staff changes at NBC 

—Celanese’s entering, radio to capitalize on embargo against silk— 

WBYN’s once-around-the-dance-floor with Norman Thomas—ihe 

plurality of trade associations in radio, 

Roy Langham acting production head of CBS while Gerald Maulsby 
subs for Douglas Coulter, who is standing in as the network’s program | 
chief during the absence of W. B. Lewis as Government radio coordinator 

.Maria Pichler, Viennese actress, has changed her name to Maria 
Palmer, and this week joins the cast of ‘Big Sister’....She’s already with 
‘Woman of Courage’....‘Americas Speak,’ the Rotary International series 
aired cooperatively last season by Mutual, returns Jan. 4....Creighton 
Scott, novelist, joined NBC in‘ernational shortwave staff as assistant to | 


Maurice English, editorial chief. 

Una Merkel and Charles Martin, 
Bacon Reporting,’ scampered across 
show and repeat to attend the ‘Juni 
scripter of ‘Stories America Loves,’ visited Washington last week.... 
Burgess Meredith guests on Philip Morris ‘Playhouse’ this Friday (28).... 
B.B.D. & O. is dickering with Orson Welles to come east for a ‘Cavalcade 
of America’ guest date on a specially \-ritten show Dec. 15, the 150th anni 
of the adoption of the Bill of Rights....Franchot Tene comes east to guest 
Dec. 8 on ‘Cavalcade.’ 

Julius Seebach, of WOR, went to the Georgia-Georgia Tech whoopeedo 
over the weekend and will also Xmas at his Georgia farm....Lou Cowan | 
in town from Chi last week....Arthur Pryor, of B.B.D. & O., due in Holly- 
wood. 

WOR’s ‘Treasure Hunt,’ broadca 


respective star and director of ‘Nancy 
town between last Tuesday night’s 


x Miss’ preem....Howard Teikman, | 


st from a New York theatre over Mutual, | 
will attempt a piece of bizarre showmanship on Wednesday’s (29) broad- | 
cast. One of the Treasure Hunt competitors will be sent out to locate a | 
justice of the peace and another a coup!e about to marry. ‘If possible,’ 
the judge and tke couple will be brought to the theatre and the marriage 
performed there 


Drew Pearson and Robert S. Allen, writers of the syndicated ‘Washing- 


ton Merry-Go-Round,’ will guest cn ‘Information Please’ Dee. 1, and 
because they pair as columnists, will be teamed on the broadcast. This 
will give ‘Information Please’ five experts instead of the usual four. John 


Kieran, Franklin P. Adams and Osear Levant, who worked on last week’s 
show, will be the others....Afterwasds Raymond Spector, the adman, is 
throwing a buffet supper in honor of Pearson and Allen. 

Music critics of the New York dailies will guest-commentate Tuesday 
nights, beginning next week (2), on Alfred Wallenstein’s ‘Sinfonietta’ 
programs over WOR-Mutual....Michael Fitzmaurice and Don McLaughlin 
added to ‘David Harum’ cast, while Colleen Ward and Ken Lynch ditto 
on ‘Front Page Farrell’....Stephen Courtleigh, Richard Janaver and Jane 
Erskine joined ‘Just Plain Bill’....Sydney Smith newcomer to ‘Our Gal 
Sunday’ and Roy Largay added to ‘Young Widder Brown’ troupe.... 
Theodore D. Starr, Jr., editor of the Brookiyn Museum, will handle a new 
series, ‘America South of the U. S.’, during December on WQXR. 


. 
? | 


| NBC 


ston, Compton agency program supervisor, returns tomorrow (Thursday ) 


from brief trip to Cincinnati 
lines’ goes off NBC-Blue after 

ucceeded by William Hillman and Raymond Clapper, from Washington.. 
night series on the same network. 


Latter pair continue their Thursday r 
Nor-nan Corwin to be commentator Saturday night (29) on the ‘Songs for 
Democracy’ show at Town Hall, in honor of composer Earl Robinson. 


1 Horton ed the NBC press department, succeeding Tom Weber ; 
Wallace Magill has resigned from the NBC music department, 


has joi: 


Tac 





IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 

Tue Rapio Trape ts Discussinc: The Lifebuoy switch from William 
Esty back to Ruthrauff & Ryan and what’s gonna happen to Hollywood's 
‘First Lady’ Friday Why all the secrecy surrounding Joe 
Siauffer’s talks with Edgar Bergen and MCA on the new Chase & San- 
born set 1942, mentous year in radio. 


after (28) 
NY 
p am 


| Hal Rorke, after being partied : m over the town, off for the big city to 
teke over as second-in-command of the CBS publicity forces. Holly Noble 
sits in at KNX until the brasshats decide who's it... Syd Dixon, NBC's 
Coast guardian of red network sales, shoved off for two weeks of chinning 
with his New York bosses Barbara Jo Allen (Vera Vague) pulled out 
of Sicnel Cernival after five years. Deal cooking with Buchanan agency 
for comedy lead in a new soap show . Dema Harshbarger back from the 
Arizona wilds on a sabbatical from Hollywood phones and phonies 
Option on ‘One of the Finest’ has been taken by Young & Rubicam. Serial 
has Pat O’Brien and Stuart Erwin... Jose Ro¢riguez and Sid Sutherland 
back on commercial time at KECA with their bristling commentary on the 
war lords . Don Stettler, advertising manager 
out next month on the new Chase & Sanborn setup... Kay Kyser looking 
around for a home to buy. This time he’s staying for keeps... Santa Claus 
Lane, what was once and will be again Hollywood boulevard, ablaze with 
NEC stars ral iing. Hal Bock’s NBC gang sewed up the big event, 
which draws around 500,000 gawkers, for the second year. Nearly every 
star and not important players rode in the beeg P-rade 
Harrison Holliway east en one of his mysterious missions, 


sO . 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ° 


Tue Rapro Trapve Is Discussinc: Standard Oil’s switch to BBD&O 
after more than a quarter-century with McCann-Erickson and how it’s 
likely to affect the Standard Symphony Hour—plus the jolting effect 
on all agencies, which may prove beneficial. 





C. C. McCabe, president of Hearst Radio, gave KYA the quick 0.0. en 
route to Wynitoon....H. V. Kaltenborn has been signed to do a series of 
shorts for Telenews theatres....deal set by Ellis Levey, who sound- 
tracked the commentator while guesting here at a luncheon tossed by Al 
Nelson, KGO-KPO gen’l mgr....Kaltenborn was so pleased with the screen 
treatment that Levey’s follow-up was a cinch....Gordon Owen of KSFO 
is very happy....sponsor demanded a test on the newly-organized Home 
Service Council, giving away a sample of plant stimulant....nine men- 
tions pulled 3,300 requests....Gladys Cronkhite of KPO Int'l Kitchen 
happy, too....won a radio in the Homes and Gardens Expo contest for 
the NBC personality who could pull the most votes....runners up were 
Ann Holden, Rod Hendrickson, Archie Presby and James Matthews. 





Guy Lombardo had to read lines on two successive shows Saturday night 
(22) on CBS le presented his sister Rose Marie on his own program | 
as her 16th birthday celebration and immediately afterward introduced | 
Beverly Welch, a xylophone-playing Baltimore tot, on ‘Hobby Lobby 
Gay Seabrook added to ‘Mr. Meek’ cast....WWRL doing the unheard- of | 
Friday night (28) by airing a five-minute show ‘salutingy WHN on its |} 
start of broadcasting on 50,000 watts....Hanns Kolmar, who appeared on | 
various shows in St. Louis and directed the Civic Theatre there, has 
moved to New York....He was on the Berlin stage until 1933 and did 
newspaper work in England the next two years....Bob Hope will guest 
Dec. 14 on the Dept. of Justice’s ‘I Am an American’ program. 

Jack Banner, of WNEW, up after week’s bout with flu. Mrs. L. B. Wil- 
son has opened the island winter home in Miami and “a B. will join her 


there soon from WCKY, Cincinnati....J. B. McGeachy, Canadian-born | 
newscaster from BBC, London, who has been in N. Y. some weeks, was 


dinner guest of Fred Stone family last week....Bill Berns has new pro- 
gram Tuesday at 2:15 p.m. on WPAT, Paterson....Herbert L. Wilson, the 
consulting engineer, has bought the Johnson ‘eastle’ at Rutland, Vt., to 
conduct technical experiments. 

The Tom Lewises (Loretta Young) return to the Coast tomorrow (Thurs- 
day)....Rise Stevens guests Sunday (30) on the Kostelanetz show, with 
Eleanor Steber set for the following week (7)....Joe Stauffer, Kenyon & 
Eckhardt radio head, due back Monday (1) from the Coast....Gilbert Ral- 


‘FARMERS INVITED TO 
VISIT DEPT. STORE 
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AMERICA’S LA 
MARKET. 


YORK i) 
THE MOST INTI- | 
} ‘MATE AND EFFECTIVE | San Francisco, Nov. 25. 
SALES APPROACH TO Three weeks of participations in 
RGEST | KSFO’s Farm Journal are being used 


by the Emporium, town’s last re- 
| maining radio-shy department store. 

Firm has been inviting visitors 
| attracted from hinterlands by 
Grand National Livestock show 


| make the store their headquarters. 











olele 
to 











pas OL one 
; WATTS 











KDYL’s new 5000-watt 


broadcasting pattern fits the inter- 





directional 


mountain population setup like a 
glove. Ample power, directed where 


it does the most good! 
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Ed Larkin has been named new CBS salesman in San Francisco under 
Art Kemp, replacing Bill Shaw who went into the Army Air Corps. 


IN CHICAGO . 





THe Rapio TRADE 1s Discussinc: Just how close H. Leslie Atlass of 
Columbia is to the Chicago Sun, new Marshall Field-Silliman Evans 
paper—Who the network spies were (if any) sitting in on the IBI 
meetings here last week—How far Col. R. R. McCormick of WGN will 


go in shoveling money into WGN Concerts bureau which is understood 
to have dropped over $150,000 in its first year—The expanded daily 
radio log in the Tribune. 


Betty show on Colum- 
Trent’ Harry 
now with NBC news 
.Fort Pearson hopping around the 


Arnold kas been cast as ‘Gen’ 
bia....Beryl Vaughn added to cast of ‘Romance of Helen 
| Heath, formerly of the Associated and United Press, 
land special events department here 


in the ‘Stepmother’ 





nation to cover football play-by-play for NBC on both collegiate and pro 
| games .NBC has finally finished studio remodeling, with three new 
lstudios added. 

fF, into a huddle with the FCC on line 


charges with the committee seeking 


| sanders Bill | 





of Standard Brands, due | 


.Newsweek's mag’s ‘Ahead of the Head- 
tonight’ s (Wednesday) show and is one 


Caribbean ‘Cheer’ | 


1 
2 . 











———n CONtinued from page 


player and an 
Frank Muto. 


Army still photog, 
Representing the War 
Department were Col. William H. 
Draper, Jr., assistant chief of the 
Morale Branch, and Major Justin G. 
Doyle, of the 2d Corps Area Morale 
office at Governor's Island, N. Y. 
Flying floor show cast left Mitchel 
Field in an Army transport and had 
lunch the next day in Cuba. That 
evening they gave their first per- 








| Rico, 


formance at Borinquen Field, Puerto 
and transferred there to three 


| twin-motored Army bombers for the 





la 


turn, with Laurel & Hardy next, fol- 
lowed by Bolger, Garfield and Miss 
Pickens in a short skit; Miss May- 
fair in another turn; Miss Mayfair 
and Bolger duoing; and Miss Pick- 
ens warbling ‘Intermezzo’ and lead- 
ing the boys in singing ‘Let Me Call 
You Sweetheart’ and ‘Shine on Har- 
vest Moon. Everyone was _ intro- 
duced for the finale, which included 

‘Thank you’ from the command- 
ing officer of the station and Miss 
Pickens leading the soldiers in “The 
Star Spangled Banner. Whole 
thing ran over an hour and a half. 

‘I started out to sing funny and 
novelty songs for these boys who 
don’t see a girl for months at a 
time,’ explained Miss Pickens. ‘But 
I soon found my mistake. All they 
wanted was love ballads It was 
likely to break your heart to see 
their faces as they sat there listen- 
ing to those songs.’ 

Stops on the route of the aerial 
hegira included Cuba, Puerto Rico, 
| Antigua, -Santa Lucia, Trinidad, 
3ritish Guiana, St. Croix and St. 
Thomas. 

Ts —— Ny 
Co-—-.O 


a reduction on such charges from 
itl ii; the AT&T 
| 1 ns ‘ . _ —_— i » ‘ . 
| ees Continued from page 22 . 11 
NAI still waiting for final word 
» nt rill ‘ } > } le iy na re 7 ‘ ‘ 
present will not be abie to improve | from ASCAP on clearance at the 
their situations for yeal It is fig- | source on transcri ptions. Its leader 
1] ve. if if Wol i take J t ; +} + ’ 
rea Wl t would tak ut least | state they still can’t anaeea ne why 
| seven years for a station to obtain a} ASCAP insists that there mus be 
| switch in frequencies under the! an extra charge for clearence from | 
anders bil : —_— Vc } _ F ‘ : 7 oe 
Sanders bil if u ere wes — 9 Jee Stations which already have signa- | 
tion at ali to such a switch. For the/ tured a blanket contract ASCAP 
0.80) gts Atm em S0hte that woe nrote a ee eae ? ee oe 
bil] sets up a rule that eve protest | insists that this must be, claiming | 
to an application for a new fre- that it is necessary under the con- | 
< A . s eo. . 4 aa - 
quency must obtain a mandatory 


sent decree. But NAI asserts that it 
hearing and that protesting stations must be okay since BMI and SESAC 


rest of the trip. 

Singing star of the aggregation 
found her favorite traveling spot 
was the glass-enclosed bomber's cage 


in the nese of the ship, reached via 


a cat-walk that had to be traversed 
on all-fours. Miss Mayfair, on the 
other hand, found the co-pilot’s seat 
her favorite and the pair were soon 
known to the whole troupe as ‘Bom- 
bardier Pickens’ and ‘Co-Pilot May- 
fair.’ 

Laurel, incidentally, with a phobia 
against flying, traveled the first leg 
of the journey with his back to the 
wirdows and his head in his hands. 
By the end of the tour, he likewise 
was occupying a co-pilot’s berth. 

Performances were given in air- 
plane hangars or on outdoor stages 
intc which the last nails were still 
being driven when the performance 
started. Troupe carried with it its 
own p.a. and lighting systems. 


The Show 


Show opened with Col. Draper 
(former v.p. and treasurer of Dillon, 
Read & Co., Wall street brokers) in- 
troducing Garfield, the m.c. Bolger 
came on next to gag and dance, fol- 
lowed by Miss Mayfair for her terp 
numbers. Chico Marx then took his 





Ann Tenna_ saps: 


Ive lovely, rising 
sales-curves...no 
waste line-and cover 
the New York area like 
a road map. Thats what WINS 
sales at low cost in this bailiwick. 


(When youre “on the spot “with me 
Youre sitting pretty as can be !) 

















head-on so as to aid the FCC to with- 
Stand the 


powerful pressures now 
being brought against it. Special 


appeals have been made, it is de- 
clared, to the departments of War 
and Agriculture in behalf of super- 
power for the clear channel stations, 
with the defense campaign being 
brought in as the key factor. 
Defense a Screen 

NAI snorts at the defense item as 
a factor in super-power, asserting it 
takes at least two years to build a 
super-power outfit in the first place, 
and that secondly, in case of any 
threat of enemy planes these stations 
would be cut off the air immediately, 
anyway, since the power beam 
would enable enemy planes to ride 
right in on it. 

Legislative committee will also go | 











| may go through the courts to stall! have okayed the transcription clear- | 
| any change in frequencies. New as-| ance at the source without any addi- | 

sociation is convinced that the San-| tional fee. , { 
| ders bill is entirely pro-clear chan- 

| ne n and pro-network as it now - 

| Stanas., 

Spearman’s Warning eo pe ae a 
f| Paul D. P. Spearman, Shepard’s a - 
, | attorney, who spoke at the closing ¥ 

session of the meetir here last 

| week, brought up the ‘ne of a 

terrific network and clear channel 

lobby in Washington, and warned = 5000 WATTS DAY 

| that this lobby group must be com- | cP 5000 WATTS NIGHT sf 

batted at once and the threat met , said 
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Defense Information to Be Larded 
Into Daytime Sponsored Shows 





Broadcast division of the Office of 
Facts and Figures has called on 
executives of various ad agencies to 
co-operate with it in finding a way 
that information pertinent to na- 
tional defense can be woven into 
daytime commercial programs, The 
O.F-F., realizing that it faces a deli- 
cate job, had made it clear to the 

agency men that every effort will 
be made to work in the data with- 
out disturbing the entertainment 
value of the program or give it the 
aspect of an out and out plug. 

The requests for co-operation have 
been coming the past week to agency 
executives by telephone conversa- 
tions from Washington, with W. B. 
Lewis and Douglas Meservey doing 
the contacting for the O.F.F., which 
is working in conjunction with the 
Office of Civilian Defense. Both 
Lewis and Meservey are loanees, the 
former being CBS v.p. in charge of 
broadcasts and the latter coming 
from NBC’s commercial program 
department. 





Intelligent Earbending 
Requires Schooling, Says 
Tyson of Philadelphia 


Philadelphia, Nov. 25. 
Raymond W. Tyson, instructor in 
public speaking at Penn State Col- 
lege, last week urged that public 
schools and colleges give more 


courses in radio in order ‘to educate 
people to be more discriminating ra- 
dio listeners.’ 

‘A discriminating radio public is 
highly imperative in a democracy,’ 
said Tyson. ‘It is only when people 
are educated enough for intelligent 
listening that the standards of radio 
programs will be raised. Further- 
more, such listening will stimulate 
wider reading of newspapers.’ 











KOMO0’s Toy Round-Up 


Seattle, Nev. 25. 
KOMO’s fourth annual Christmas 
Toy matinee for children will be 
held on Nov. 29 at the Egyptian 
theatre. Event, sponsored by the 
station and the Skinner & Eddy Cor- 
poration, is designed to gather toys 





to be repaired by the Seattle Fire De- | 


partment and distributed to needy 
children on Christmas. 

Show, which includes a feature 
and a community sing, will have a 
broadcast of Captain Dobbsie’s ‘Ship 
of Joy’ on the stage at 10:30 a.m. 
Doors open at 10 and admission for 
children is one toy, which may be 
used but must be repairable. 


HEITMEMER RUNS KITE 





AWAITING FCC OKAY. 





Kansas City, Nov. 25. 

Station KITE is now operating 
under a temporary arrangement with 
Paul R. Heitmeyer as manager. Per- 
mission to purchase KITE is being 
sought from the FCC by Heitmeyer 
and Al Glassman, Ogden, Utah, pub- 
lisher of the Ogden Standard Ex- 
aminer, president of station KLO, 
and owner of the Paramour The- 
atre Corp. Pending decision of the 
FCC, Heitmeyer is serving as man- 
ager under an agreement between 
the former owners and the pur- 
chasers. Heitmeyer is a one-time 
radio editor and recently was vice- 
president and general manager of 
KLO, Ogden. 


Principal ownership of KITE has | 
Plug Kendrick, of | 


been held by 
Louisville; Sam Pickard, 


veepee; and Arthur Church, presi- 


dent of KMBC. J. L. Jacquier, man- | 


ager past three and Irma 
Peak, secretary, 


last week. 


years, 


SIX HOURS OF YIDDISH 


WWRL, Woodside, Has Maurice Rap- 
pel to Handle These Programs 





WWRL, Woodside, N. Y., realigned 
its schedule of foreign language pro- 
grams this week to permit the air- 
ing of six hours of Yiddish shows 
weekly. The stanzas will be spotted 
at 9:30-10:30 a.m. Mondays-through- 
Saturdays. 

Maurice Rappel, formerly with 
WLTH and WARD, Brooklyn, has 
been hired as Yiddish program di- 
rector. The shows will be partici- 
pating. 





OLD GOLD'S 


DODGER GAMES 
TO WHN? 


Indications are that Old Gold will 
take over the rights to the Brooklyn 
Dodgers baseball games exclusively 
for the coming season and broadcast 
them over WHN, N. Y. Matter will 
be settled both ways today (Wednes- 
day). WOR, New York, which has 
carried the games in the past, was 


still hopeful yesterday (Tuesday) of 
getting the contract. 

Deal involves 145 games and the 
rights price is quoted at around $90,- 
000. 








‘University Series on KIRO 


Seattle, Nov. 25. 
Weekly series of half-hour shows 
ballyhooing the history, industrial 
and cultural development of the state 





resigned effective | 


| of Washington, starts Saturday (29) 
|on local station KIRO. Scripts and 


special scores will be written by 


ex-CBS | students of the University of Wash- 


|ington, under the supervision of 
seorge McKay, of the faculty, and 
| will be performed by local talent. 

Debut program will deal with the 
city of Spokane. 





STUDENTS BAGGED 


| They’re Also Silenced as By-Product 
ef Racetrack Incident 


Akron, Nov. 25. 





Twelve amateur 
sadly at their dismantled equipment 
last week after federal officers 
clamped down en them for using the 
airwaves without government per- 
|mission. The silencing followed the 
recent investigation and arrest of 
track petting coup at Thistle Down 
racetrack near Cleveland. The ama- 
teurs, all highschool youngsters, had 
no connection with the betting coup, 
but were tracked down during that 
investigation, FCC agents said. 

Boys were operating on 215 and 5- 
meter bands, using their own call 








DAVIS NOD T0 





Durwood Kirby, of WENR, Chi- 
cago, has been declared the national 
winner of the annual H. P. Davis 
awards for announcers. The prize is 
$300 plus a medal. The four re- 
gional winners are Robert White, 
WBZ, Boston; Ray Olsen, WOWO, 
Fort Wayne; Ed Brady, KOA, Den- 
ver; and George Presby, KGO, San 
Francisco. The foursome will re- 
ceive engraved rings. 

Awards will be made during a} 
special broadcast over the Red and | 
Blue networks this Saturday night 
(29), 7:30-45 p.m., with the widow 
| of the former NBC board chairman 
|}and Westinghouse officials present- 
ing the grand prize. 








radio hams looked | 


letters and talking with each other. | 


DURWOOD KIRBY: 


Newcomer, WNAB, Challenges 
WICC Monopoly on School Game 





Bridgeport, Nov. 25. 

Defying Bridgeport school board's 
; ban, WNAB broadcast Harding-Cene 
| tral High football game Thanksgive- 
| ing Day (20) from perch outside 
Harding Stadium while John Shep- 
ard’s WICC carried authorized playe 
by-play from press box booth. Local 
| gridiron classic had annually been 
aired by WICC, which again tied up 
exclusive rights for sponsorship by 
| Buckley Bros., oil dealers. Request 
of WNAB, independent exhaler set 
up a few months ago, for broadcast 
privilege was turned down by Justin 
M. Ricker, Harding High athletic di- 
rector, 

Levon Thomas, manager of WNAB, 
appealed to Board of Education, but 
latter backed Ricker. Contending 
that stadium is public property and 
| that no station was entitled to ex- 
clusive grant, Thomas ordered con- 
struction of a broadcasting tower 
outside football field. Prior to game 
time police stopped use of WNAB 
booth because of lack of construction 
permit, Thereupon makeshift’ plat- 
form was arranged on wooden 
horses and Irving Friedberg and 
Jack Fleiscer went on air with game 
while police stood by. 

WNAB broadcast also had a spone 
or, Dewhurst Dairy, although WICC 
and Buckley Bros. had counted on 
an exclusive booking. 

Junior station’s defiance of authore 
ities was solidly supported by 
Bridgeport Post, which has been 
feuding with WICC since 1940, when 
latter station tied up on election re- 
turns with Times-Star, opposition 
daily. 


B-1 Drink on KTSA 


San Antonio, Nov. 25. 
B-1, a new health drink being in- 
| troduced here, is on KTSA Monday, 











| Tue: sday, Thursday and Friday for a 
quarter hour’ using instrumental 


| group billed as the ‘Six Vita-men.’ 
| Program was placed through the 
| Pitluk agency. 
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That vermilion hue which you 


BTY READER 


— from WISV 


1 see on our cheek is the badge 


of embarrassment. Please let us tell you why, 


Last week we ran an ad in Variety pointing out how fast the Wash- 
ington, D.C., market is growing. Everything was right...except in the 
headline. It was one of those typographical mix-ups. The ad said 


“Last month 16,666 people moved into Washington” when the figure 


should have been corrected to read “7,600.” We’re sorry about that error of 9,066. 


Everything else we said is true, though. 91,200 people are expected to take a 


permanent place in Washington, D. C., this year. And the best way to 


reach these 91,200 newcomers as well as Washington’s 663,000 


oldtimers is 50,000-watt WJSV. 


WJ 


COLUMBIA'S STATION FOR THE NATION'S CAPITAL ‘S 


Owned and operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System. Represented nationally by Radio Sales 


with offices in New York 


« Chicago »+ 


St. Louis « Charlotte « Los Angeles « 


San Francisco 
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Demand Audit of Belgrano Payments 
To Argentine Composers Society 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 7. 

Charges that Jaime Yankelvich, 
owner of Radio Belgrano (LR3), one 
of Argentina’s two largest stations, 
evaded payments to the Sociedad 
Argentina de Autores y Composi- 
tores (SADIAC) have been taken 
under advisement by Federal Judge 
Dr. Ramon F. Vasquez. Allegations 
were brought by District Attorney, 
Mr. Munilla Lacasa, who in his brief 
said that Yankelvich paid during the 


past year ending Oct. 1 a fixed quota 


of only 6,892 pesos ($1,600), while at 
the same time station was reported 
to have grossed 3,500,000 pesos 
($890,000). 

The defense offered was that Fran- 
cisco Canaro, President of the So- 
ciety, made the fixed quota arrange- 
ment with Yankelvich on instruc- 
tions of members. But it was 
charged that examination of the 
minute books showed Canaro had 
not followed wishes of members of 
the society. Dispute on this plaint 
resulted in order by Judge Vasquez 
for subpoenaing the books. Account- 
ants were also ordered to examine 
books of the station. 

Authors who felt they were gypped 
out of a fair share first brought the 
matter to the attention of the De- 
partment of Justice. Fact that Ca- 
naro in addition to being a tango 
composer is also maestro of a lead- 
ing orchestra which plays on Bel- 
grano was cited as proof that some- 
thing was out of line. Question will 
take some time to decide, since jury 
trials are not used in this country 
but all cases passed upon by judges. 








' @ YOUR HOME %, 
® YOUR STUDIO 
combined in one at the 


© SHERMAN SQUARE 
|‘ STUDIOS 


160 Weet 73rd Street 
Soundproof walls — 24 - hour 
switchboard service. Broadway 
subway express station, bus 
and surface lines —one block. 


1 Rooms, Kitchenette and Bath $60 | 


2 Rooms, Kitchenette and Bath .... $75 i 


GORDON S. BRAISLIN, Inc. & 
551 Fifth Avenue VAnderbilt 6-3727 # 











Deny WMCA ‘First’ 


San Francisco, Nov. 25. 

NBC here denies that WMCA, 
New York, has a ‘first’ in setting 
up a director of recorded pro- 
grams, as recently reported in 
‘Variety.’ Such a position has 
been in existence for about a 
year at KGO-KPO with Carl 
Wininger handling nothing but 
recorded programs. 

His title is ‘Director of records 
and electrical transcriptions.’ 


Dawn Patrol’, on 


Air 5,000 Hours, 
Has Trade Record 


Philadelphia, Nov. 25. 

WIP’s all-night show, ‘The Dawn 
Patrol,’ sponsored by the Pep Broth- 
ers, auto accessory chain, celebrated 
its 5,000th hour on the air at 2:15 
a.m., Sunday (22), with a special | 
broadcast from an Eastern Airliner, 
which circled the city for two hours. 

Aboard the plane were Mort Law- 
rence, ‘pilot’ of the show; Emanuel 
Rosenfeld, the sponsor; Dolly Dawn, | 
leader of the ‘Dawn Patrol’ band, 
and newspapermen. ‘Transcribed 
messages from name band leaders 
were read over the show con- 











KCMO, KANSAS CITY, 
SEEKS 50 KW. DAYS 


Kansas City, Nov. 25. 

Application of station KCMO for 
a change in dial position and wattage 
from 1480 and 5,000 to 810 and 50,000 
daytime and 10,000 nights was filed 
with the FCC Monday, Nov. 10. Re- 
quest is the only one before the FCC 
asking for a frequency already 
broken down. Petition also involves 





an agreement between KCMO and 
KOAM, Pittsburg, Kans., whereby 
KOAM consents to relinquish its 


present position on 810 and 1,000 
watts daytime only and make appli- 
cation with the FCC for 860 kc. and 
5,000 watts day and night. E. V. 
Baxter, owner of KOAM, also filed 
his request with the FCC last week. 
Andrew Haley, attorney, represented 
KCMO in Washington, with Ring 
and Clark as consulting engineers. 

Nate Glover now is in charge of 
local sales, a new position with the 
station. Full NBC blue net service 
goes to KCMO Dec. 1. 


Present application of KCMO be-| Raymond P. Locke, of Tracy-Locke- 


Big Turnout for 13th (Texas) District: 
Mills-Roth Verbal Tilt on Floor 


Dallas, Nov. 25. 





The 13th (T evill Mitte . AB : 
: £ e er, b ® h 
he 13t (Texas) District of the Dan R re, R ashington, ; 
National Association of Broadcasters 7 ze. . 





Ed Lally, WBAP-KGKO, Fort Worth. 
met here Nov. 19 and 20. presided sane on Weis ee 

over by O. L. Taylor of KGNC,| Dwight Bourn, WOAl, San Antonio. 
Amarillo. On the opening day group 

met jointly with the Dallas Rotary 


Hugh A. L. Halff, WOAI, San Antonio 
George W. Johnson, KTSA, San Antonie, 
Club to hear Neville Miller on ‘Radio 
and National Defense’ 


Ken McClure, WBAP, Fort Worth 

Ed Zimmerman, KARK, Little Rock. 

Carl Haverlin, BMI, New York. 

Harold Hough, KGKO, Fort Worth 

George Cranston, WBAP, Fort Worth. 

4. M. Herman, WBAP, fort Worth. 
In the afternoon a special sales| Claude Mills, ASCAP, New York. 


Frank Hemby, ASCAP, Dallas. 





| San Antonio, district sales managers 
chairman. 
|sales problems was held. A forum 


managers meeting was held, con- ny arthur a Beckwith, Associated Musie, 
New ork. 
ducted by Jack Keasler, of WOAI, Mrs. Derothy Lewis, Radio Councii on 


Childrens’ Programs. 








A general discussion of —— 





was led by Frank Pellegrin, N.A.B. 
director ot broadcast advertising. 








fore the FCC is the third by a sta-| Dawson Advertising Agency, spoke 


‘tion in this area for 50,000 watts,;0n ‘An Agency Man Examines the 


KMBC filed several months ago for | Selling Practices of Radio Stations.’ 
the increase and a change to 770 kc. | Following this meeting a special ses- 
WREN, Lawrence, Kans., also has.a/| Sion was held for program directors 
petition in for 5 kw. Application by | and news editors by Ed Kirby, of 
WHB for 5 kw. and change to 710| the U. S. Army public relations divi- 


WHAD 





gratulating the ‘grand-daddy’ of} 
commercials. According to Neville | 
Miller, prexy of the National Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters, the WIP 
show holds the longest continuous | 
record of commercial sponsorship in 
American radio. | 
The ‘Dawn Patrol’ is broadcast 
five-and-three-quarters-hours each | 
night—from 1 a.m. to 6:45 a.m. 





National Brewery, Balto, | 


Uses McDonald on WJSV 


Washington, Nov. 25. 


| 
i 


One of the biggest local station | 


deals was signatured last week when 
National Brewery of Baltimore was 
committed to a 26-week schedule of 


| six half-hour programs weekly on | 


| WJSV, plugging the high-priced Na- 

| tional Bohemian and National Pre- 

| mium beers. Using sports com- 

| mentator Arch McDonald. 

| Through D. Stuart Webb agency, 
Baltimore. 





Philadelphia—Alfred Taylor has | 


| been added to the announcing staff 
of W53PH, 
was formerly with WGNY, New- 
burgh, and WITH, Baltimore. 











Weatherbeaten s the word for our SRO 
sign, it s been in the open so much! Six days 


a week, fans 
riety show, 


SIx years! 


With three recording grc 
fans get a lively production; 


Go-Round sponsorship makes 


volume 





pay to see our 89-minute va- 


The Midday Merry-Go-Round; and the SRO 
smacks many of. them in the face—has been doing it 


Fry 


~ 


ups among the M-G-R artis 
advertisers. get: lively results 
new meaning. Merry 
Out ereater 


In 


| off 


ke. was withdrawn several months | Sion on national defense news han- 


ago, and station currently is petition- 
ing to extend its present daytime 


only operation to both night and day | 


broadcasting. 


WBZA-WBZ Diverce Is 
Delayed as Zone Needs 
Draw Citizen Outeres 


Sorincfield, Nov. 25. 








Separation of WBZA, Springfield. | 


from WBZ, Boston, synchronized 
Westinghouse outlets, has been put 
until next spring because of 
some difficulty over a zone change in 
West Springfield. Westinghouse with- 


| drew a petition for a zone change of 


5,000 feet on the bank of the Con- 
necticut River near the Holyoke line 
when at a town meeting abuttors 


on this property voiced heated ob-/| 


jection. 


dling. 

On Thursday a general discussion 
of industry problems...national de- 
fense, labor, code, monopoly and 
legislative matters were thrashed 
out. The afternoon session was de- 
voted to a discussion of music, 
with Carl Haverlin, of Broadcast 
Music, Inc., and E. C. Mills, of the 


90,000 WAITS 
LOUISVILLE 





| Worth, national defense committee; 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, and Leonard 
Callahan, of SESAC, giving their 
viewpoints. Outstanding highlight of 
this session was a verbal tilt be- 
tween Mills of ASCAP, and Eugene 
Roth, manager of KONO, San An- 
tonio. 

Committee members of District 13 | 
are O. L. Taylor, KGNC, Amarillo, 
district director and by-law revision 
committee; W. G. Egerton, KTSA, 
San Antonio, engineering commit- 
tee: George Cranston, KGKO. Fort 











Jack Keasler, WOAI, San Antonio, 
sales managers committee, and Kern 








WFIL’s F-M affiliate. He | 


Counsel for Westinghouse figures’! tee. 
that the matter can be solved at the Those attending the meeting were: 








|!annual town meeting this spring by| jack Keasler, WOAI. San Antonio, 
asking only for area actually needed, Barton Saenen, a Temple. 
eas : | M. E lanbom CGKB, Tyler. 
. } a — > oe 4 , ] | 
The petition had asked for permis-| j|° pert mM tchell, Jr., Roosevelt proper: | 
sion to erect television towers as | ti s 
~ +43 : Forest Lane, KRBC, Abilene. 
y ao > ‘ 
well as broadcasting antennae. Ken Lowell Sibson, Taylor-Howe-Snow- 
in. ae oe |} den, Dallas 
| Roy Bacus, WBAP-KGKO, Fort Worth. 
? ° | Merle H. Tucker, KROD, El Paso 
_ usic Favre | Ray Bright, KTRH, Houston. 
al Charles Meade, Texas State, Fort 
ciimimiming | Worth 
- tai Glenn Hewitt, KPAC, Port Arthur, 
Troy, N. Y., Nov. 25. John A. Ballard, KGNC, Amarillo. 
WTRY has entered into an agree- Loften Hendrick, KRRV, Sherman, 
3 a - *. Dale Drake, WRR, Dallas. 
ment with the Troy Musician's | Lewis C. Seibert, KPLT, Paris. 
Union (AFM) for the employment | Frank O. Myers, KCMC, Texarkana. 











of a trio to do daily quarter or half-| Thomas DillenoM peun,,_, 
|hour broadeasts of classical and \lex Keese, WFAA-KGKO, Dallas 
| standard numbers. Threesome con- James M Maroney WFAA-KGKO, | 
$ rs . P * allas 
sists of Tom Kiefer, violinist: Bill | Phil D. Dixon, KRGV, Weslac« 
Lapp, pianist, and Ernest Burleigh,} H. A. Hutchinson, Roosevelt properties. 
cn tn fe tm « it} _,| «ames R. Curtis, KFRO, Longview. 
cellist. The trio is in addition to two! Martin Campbell, WFAA, Dallas 
union musicians on the staff of the} Guy W. Bradford, KRGV, Weslaco. 
station, Tony Sharpe, musical direc- | Me - Ag —n, os “te pase, 
. i im ate, ione star in 
tor, and Evelyn Johnson, pianist. Eugene J. Roth, KONO, San Antonio 
WTRY hit the air in April, 1940. | (Clyde Rembert, KRLD, Dallas. 
Willlam A. Roberts, KRLD, Dallas. 
—— iia “nel Archie Taylor, KRGV, Weslaco. 
VA SOAP ON WNEW O. L. Taylor, KGNC, Amarillo. 
LA John Thorwald, KAND, Corsicana. 
A third Procter & Gamble account,| 4"! 0. Wyler, KTSM, El Paso 
= Lonnie Preston, KGKL, San Angelo 
Lava soap, has been added to the Charlie Dilcher, John Blair & Co., Chi- 
two P & G commercials already ‘oe , wil ct 
; , owart 1180n, ucagyo, 
aired via WNEW, New York. The} Cisude: Barrere, NBC Thesaurus, New 
Lava schedule, placed by the Biow | York. 
Herbert Denny, Standard Radio, Dallas. 
Co., calls for 23 announcements| Gus Hagenah. SESAC. New York 
weekly for 26 weeks Pierre Weis, La ly rth, New York 
onard i. Callahan, SESAC, New York 
Ivory and Camay soap are cur- EL Pellegren. N \ B., Wa pinates ™ 
R 


rently heard on the evening ‘Make ph Wentworth, Lang-Worth 


° P York 
Believe Ballroom’ stanza. 














By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER [EARS ano [|{EART-THROBS 





Presented dy ivory Soap - 99 ** i900. 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


eg. NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M., EST 
IN WABC—5:30-5:45 EST—CBS 
lies COAST TO COAST 





Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLOG. NEW YORK CITY 


| Tips, KPRC, Houston, labor commit- 





New | 


the heart 
7 a 
a market 


where 
-purchasin 
power 


las 
doubled 





Ask any Edw. Petry office 
for more information about 


WHAS, one of the eighteen 
CBS 50,000 watt stations. 
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“MY! ISN'T HE BIG FOR HIS AGE!” 


Only two today and he’s radio's prodigious prodigy! At the tender age of ten weeks 
he topped all Crossley records for quarter-hour juvenile shows. Then came his Clark 
Mooper report eard .. . 93% larger audience than the next highest juvenile show! 


Now our mighty-muscled miracle is the pride and joy of 85 important stations . . . and 
congratulations pow in every day from tickled-pink sponsors across the nation. But just wait! 
Starting this month, theatres all over the country are featuring the sensational Superman movies 
.,». Animated technicolor shorts produced by Paramount... one a month for two years. . . Super 


sales stimulators for the Superman radio show and Superman sponsors! 


Case histories on bread, milk, retail stores, peanut butter, groceries, soft drinks, flour, and countless 
other products add up to one solid fact .. . Superman is a super salesman. /f you want to move 
merchandise ... fast ... sell with SUPERMAN! 


270 recorded quarter-hour Superman episodes are 





dy for local and regional ...and we’ 
ay at Se Ge eS ee 3 ae RADIO DIVISION 


cutting five new shows every week. Your territory 
Piaza 3-0740 


may still be open. Write! Wire! Phone! Today! 480 Lexington Avenue » New York City 
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BC Tees Off Uncut Gilbert-Sullivan 
To Avoid Complaints from Rabid Fans :: 


CKNB, Campbellton, New Bruns- 
wick, Can., has named Joseph Her- 


l!rep in the United States. 
Station is due to go 1,000 watts on 








Toronto, Nov. 25. 


Season of Gilbert and Sullivan tees 
off tonight (Tuesday) from the To- 
ronto studios of Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp. and goes over the CBS na- 
tional network for an unspecified 
number of weeks, with ‘The Gon- 
doliers’ as the opener. The original 
orchestrations will be used and, in 
order to avoid possible complaints | 
from ardent G-S fans on the matter | 
of cutting, some of the longer oper- | 
etas will be two-part performances. | 
This goes for ‘The Gondoliers.’ First | 
act is being presented tonight (Tues- | 
day); second act is on Dec. 2, Time) 
for the series is 8-9 EDST. 

Presently scheduled are ‘Pirates of | 
Penzance,’ ‘Pinafore,’ ‘The Mikado.’ 
Subsequent bills and their dates will 
be arranged to avoid skipping of be-| 
loved melodies and dialogue. George 
Stewart directs, and there is no mon- 
etary skimping in the assembling of 
orchestra, chorus, soloists, and dra- 
matic company. 

Rupert Lucas, CBC head of the 
drama department, who played in 
Gilbert and Sullivan productions in 
Britain, takes the role of Duke of 
Plaza-Toao in ‘The Gondoliers,’ and 
is producer in charge of series. Sing- 
ing cast in principal parts includes 
Frances James, Jean Haig, Norman 
Cherrie, William Morton, Jeanne 
Pengelly, Eric Tredwell, Catherine 
Judal® 


LOREN WATSON 
QUITS HEARST 


Loren L. Watson, general manager 
of International Radio Sales for the 
past three years, handed in his res- 
ignation last week. It takes effect 
this Friday (28). E. M. Stoer, di- 
rector of Hearst Radio, Inc., will in- 
tensify his supervision of the station 
representative adjunct until a suc- 
eessor to Watson has been chosen. 

It is reported that Watson quit 
after being caught in the crossfire 
of one of those political situations 
not uncommon within the Hearst or- 
ganization. Before going to work 
on another enterprise Watson will 
take a week's vacation. Since Wat- 
son took over the IRS list has in- 
cluded quite a number of stations 
not controlled or operated by Hearst. 











Stoer has been talking to Ken 
Boice, currently sal2s manager for 
WQXR and at one time CBS v_p. in 
charge of sales, as a possible suc- 
cessor to Watson. 





Shirley Dinsdale, 14, Has 
Her First Air Sponsor 


San Francisco, Nov. 25. 

Shirley Dinsdale, 14-year-old ven- 
triloquist discovered by Milton Sam- 
uel, NBC press chief, has landed her 
first sponsor. O’Connor Moffat de- 
partment store has purchased a five- 
minute strip Tuesday through Friday 
for the holiday season. Firm also is 
using the youngster for personals in 
the store. 

Since her first discovery by Sam- 
uel, moppet has made over 100 per- 
sonal appearances and is or soon will 
be a member of both AFRA and 
AGVA. 


G. W. JOHNSTONE’S STAFF 


1 950 k.c. 





California Fruit Growers 
Set on WNEW, New York, 
Using Cravens, Block 


ee Toronto, Nov. 25. 

California Fruit Growers’ Ex- The Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
change is set on WNEW, New York, | has brought up from Mexico, Thomas 
to air its seasonal local campaign | Morato and Alfredo de Borbon, to 
for Sunkist lemons, and has pur-!]aunch a song-and-music series over 
chased Kathryn Cravens’ ‘News the CBC eastern and mid-west net- 
Through a Woman’s Eyes’ Monday | works. Lads start their twice-week- 
through Friday, 9:45 to 10 a.m. ‘ly stint tomorrow (26) at 6:00 p.m. 

The account, placed through the EDST. 
Los Angeles office of Lord & Thomas,! Morato is reported by CBC to be 
will be shared by Miss Cravens for|a dashing singing star of Mexican 
half of its duration, with Martin | radio, films and concert stage; Al- 
Block’s ‘Make Believe Ballroom’ | fredo Nunez de Borbon, composer- 
taking over for the balance of the | pianist, will express Mexican melo- 
series, dies for the hombres. 


MEXICANS IN CANADA 


CBC Imports Thomas Moratoe and 
Alfredo de Borbon 








CKNB, Campbellton, N.B.,. 
Names McGillvra as Rep 


McGillvra its exclusive sales | 


+» Radio Daffodils .« 








New York City (Publicity Release)—The management of WQXR, New 
York, takes pleasure in announcing that Miss Gypsy Rose Lee, the distin- 
guished danseuse and author, will appear exclusively over its facilities at 
2:30 o'clock on Tuesday, December 2, to engage in literary discussion with 
Mr. Edwin Seaver, conductor of the ‘Readers and Writers’ program, 

You are cordially invited to do what you please about this, 





San Francisco—Noyes McKay, who received national publicity because 
of his consistent carping on the pronunciation of network commentators 
has now gone into the business of giving professional advice to public 
speakers. He's now kept busy seven days a week by his home-grown 
industry which, he says, began, ‘because radio English moved me deeper 
than anything has since I learned to chew tobacco at eight years of age’ 








— 


Chatterer on WENR For 
Four-Week Tatman Test 


Boston University’s Studio 
Boston, Nov. 285. 
Boston University now has a 
broadcasting studio, with programs Chicago, Nov. 25. 
carried by WHDH here. President Picture chatter program by Eliza- 
Daniel L. Marsh of B. U. officially) beth Hart set for four weeks of 








dedicated the studio Thursday (20) | three-a-week gossiping on WENR for 
in Hayden Memorial. | Tatman, Inc. 


























Includes Knox, Holland, London 
and Widow of Webb Artz 

Staff of G. W. Johnstone, radio 
chairman for the President’s Birth- 
day (Jan. 30) Ball drive, has been 
set up for this year. James H. Knox 
will be radio director. Gerald Hol- 
land will handle scripts. Advertis- 
ing agency contact will be Howard 
London. Greater New York time and 
talent booker is Barbara Hoge. Ross 
Evans is handling publicity in New 
York as is Jack L. Fisher in Chi- 
cago and Dorothy Haas in Holly- 
wood. 

Other aides set by Johnstone are 
Ellen Heagerty, Priscilla Lombard, 
Ruth Gerard, Rose Buonocore and 
Evelyn Artz, widow of Webb Artz, 
radio news editor of United Press. 


Johnstone holds the President’s 
Birthday radio chairmanship on 


White House assignment while also 
remaining. radio director of the 





Democratie National Committee. 
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~ New Coast Regional With KSFO? 





KSFO may become the Frisco key station for a new Coast hookup 
Huddles have been held by represen- 
tatives of KSMO, KMPC, Los Angeles, and the McClatchy group. 

Operations may start just after the first of the year, with KSFO, 
KMPC, KERN, KFBK, KMJ and KWG as units, plus possibility of 
lining up Portland and Seattle outlets later. 


now in the formulative stage. 


San Francisco, Nov. 25. 








o—e 





PHILCO CHECKS RESULTS) FITCH BANDWAGON RENEWS 


ON ITS TELEVISION 


Philadelphia, Nov. 25. 
WPTZ, Philco’s tele station, yes- 
terday (Monday) sent rating cards to 
all owners of television receiving 
sets in the Philly area along with a 
listing of programs for the week: 


Opposite each program is a num- 
ber. Listeners are asked to rate 
each show, both in program quality 
and technical reception, as either 
‘excellent,’ ‘good,’ ‘fair’ or ‘poor.’ 














Clifton Utley Carries on for Skelly 
Oil for Year of News 





Chicago, Nov. 25. 

Fitch Bandwagon show will go for | 

another year on NBC-Red as of Jan. 

4, 1942, over 114 stations. Set 

through the L. W. Ramsey agency 
of Davenport, Ia. 


Skelly Oil firm will have a year 
of Clifton Utley news periods, Mon- 
days through Fridays as over Dec. 
15 over 20 NBC-Red outlets, in con- 
tract let through the Henri, Hurst 
& McDonald agency here. 





Wrecked Radio Station, 
Exempt From Jail As 
Not Liable for Acts 


Mexico City, Nov. 25. 

Sentence by a Vera Cruz state 
court of 30 months imprisonment for 
Alejandro Diaz Malpica, convicted 
of forcing his way into-radio station 
XEU (10,000 watts) at the port of 
Vera Cruz and destroying consider- 
able of its property, was upset on 
appeal by the federal supreme court. 
Diaz Malpica told the judge who 
sentenced him that ‘the continuous 
noise this station makes has driven 
me crazy and has about ruined my 
brain.” The judge thought that 30 
months on the rock pile would be 
the best cure for the raider. 

The supreme court accepted the 
decision of two alienists that Diaz 
Malpica was not responsible for his 
actions. In upsetting the sentence, 
the high court ruled that the radio 
station can only bring civil suit for 
damages against the wrecker. XEU 
promptly took such action. 








KSFO Cuts Its Rates 50% Because 





Of Loss of CBS Programs Jan. | 


George Heid Freelances 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 25. 
George Heid, program director at 


| proximately 50% 
| posed on Station KSFO as of Jan. 1 


San Francisco, Nov. 25. 
An advertising rate slash of ap- 
is being self-im- 


KDKA for last two years, has re-| in realistic recognition of its loss of 


signed that post, effective Dec. i, 
and will devote his time to his re- 
cording studio, which he has op- 
erated for some time, and free-lance 
work as both a radio artist and pro- 


ithe Columbia Broadcasting System 
| franchise to KQW. 
| station 
| loss but Lincoln 
| manager, adds: ‘The rates may—and 


By this act the’ 
seeks to adjust itself to a 
Dellar, general 


ducer. His successor will be named | very probably will—go up again 


some time this week by James 
Rock, KDKA manager. 
It was erroneously reported here 


continuity department 
resignation of Bill Beal. 


assistant. 




















eople in metropolitan Philadelphia are hearing your program much better 


these days —if you are using WCAU — because, now we can’t even whisper 


below a shout. 


We've just built a complete new transmitter on a new site near Moorestown, 
N.J., at a cost of $250,000. And, ever since we started talking with this 
new giant’s voice, our programs have been booming into the nation’s 


third largest market, as much as 25 times louder, richer and clearer. 


The new WCAU transmitter is only 3.7 miles from Philadelphia, 6 miles 


nearer-than the old ene. This proximity... plus a new 420 foot tower 
...and the latest RCA high-fidelity 50,000 watt transmitter, enables 


WCAU to spray 25 mv. or better over the entire city. Translated, this news 
means that your program on WCAU is getting better reception than ever. 


WCAU has long been Philadelphia’s most popular station. For more Phila- 
delphians it’s the station that’s easiest to listen to, because, 


can’t even whisper below a shout. 


*% The Only 1-A Clear Channel Station in Eastern 


Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland or New Jersey 


50,000 woafts 


Philadelphia « WCAU Building, 1622 Chestnut Street...New ¥ 
Virgil Reiter, 400 North Michigan Avenue . .. Boston, 


in all directions 
—E 


now «a. we 














ork Gity « CBS Building, 485 Madison Avenue ew» Chicago, Ill. 
Mass. @ Bertha Bonnon, 338 Little Building... Pacific Coast ¢ Poul H. Raymer Company 


later.’ 


Acknowledging that the loss of 


ate CES network programs wi i 
short time ago that Marjorie Thoma | KSFO's tee th grams will ‘shrink 


had been named head of KDKA’S | plained thet the 

following | 
It was Dale 
Jackson who received that appoint- 
ment, Miss Thoma coming in as his 


in size, Dellar ex- 
station realized it 
must prove its ability to rebuild its 
position by new methods, and until 
it can preve this to advertisers the 


| rate slash will have to stand. 


| Brisacher, Davis agency, has shifted 
ae of its five-minute Acme beer 
live-talent shows from KSFO. Go 
to KFRC and KPO. Four other shots 
weekly for the same account are 
aired on KGO and KPO. 


Agency has also added Lyle Dan- 
iels, guitarist, to the miniature pro- 
duction piece which stars Monica 
Whelan, singer, Backed by Dick Aur- 
andt’s piano. Singer is under per- 
sonal contract to the agency. 

Dismisses Musicians 

Local stations are watching with 
much interest for reactions to KSFO’s 
dismissal of its staff ork, which is in- 
terpreted as a challenge to union 
quotas. All Class A stations are re- 
quired to have a minimum of 12 
men one hour daily, which means 24 
for NBC with two outlets, KGO and 
KPO. 

KSFO reportedly offered to take 
six men but got nowhere so laid off 
the entire group. Inasmuch as 
KSFO probably would drop into B 
classification with loss of its CBS 
affiliation Jan. 1, six would comply 
with union requirements. 

Queried by ‘Variety,’ Eddie Love, 
secretary of Local Six, said no de- 
cision had yet been reached. Lin- 
coln Dellar, manager of KSFO, 
pointed out that the station special- 
izes in non-musical production 
(commentators, personalities, special 
events, etc.). : 


WOV Hearings Before 
NLRB on 1940 Walkout 


End, Decision Is Awaited 


Trial of the American Communica- 
tions Assn. (CIO) case against sta- 
tion WOV, New York, was concluded 
last week before the National Labor 








i ter’s alleged lockout of the strikers. 

Walkout occurre@ Nov. 3, 1940, and 
| the Labor Board hearings started last 
| Sept. 18. Leonard Boudin repre- 
| sented the union, with Henry Sil- 
| verman and Sanford H. Cohen, at- 


| Relations Board in New York, with 
|Earl S. Bellman as trial examiner. 
| Summations and arguments by op- 
posing attorneys are to be completed 
| ijn two more weeks, with the Board’s 
recommendation due sometime later. 
Case involves the ACA’s technician 
strike against the station and the lat- 


|torneys for WOV, and Millard 
Midonick, lawyer for the Labor 


| Board. 


WPEN’s Third Renewal 
Philadelphia, Nov. 25. 
last week renewed itg 
agreement with the American Come- 
munications Association (C.I.O.), I¢ 
was the outlet’s third yearly termer 

with the union 


WHAM’S F-M UNIT IS 
MUSICAL 14 HRS. A DAY 


Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 25. 

WHAM’s FM unit W5IR is off with 
14 hours a day, practically all music, 
from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. plus an extra 
half hour Tuesdays and Fridays to 
pick up the NBC Symphony and 
Rochester Civic orchestras. 

Starting commercials in May, 
W5IR has had five extended ace 
counts, including Forman’s, Rochese 
ter Gas & Electric, Weis & Fisher, 
Stromberg-Carlson and Esler Elece 
tric. Station figures there are 2,000 
FM sets in the city and 70% of new 


WPEN 


i 
} 
' 
} 








sets sold include this feature. 
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All Trying to Hook | 


Les Brown’s Band 





*Bama Students Rate Glenn Miller, Tommy Dorsey | 


<i ee 


srpeitlieg il, 


paces 








Their Tops—Incline to Moderated Swing 




















| 





Best Release of the Week: 

















All three ag ~—— aR Charlie Spivak: ‘This Is No Laughing Matter’—‘When I See an Ele- 
= oe Se —|ing agencies—Music Corp. of Ameri- , wes 
Another in the series of articles on collegiate likes and dislikes as re- oe General Amusement ate William -— ry <OnGt OUEe2. a : ae 
‘ d pivak’s trumpet and band do a first-rate job on first side, a ballad 
gards dance music and dance bands. heir respective schools | Morris—are scramoiing Kt ser cote a segh that will make a mark. Gary Stevens and Stardusters vocal neatly. 
The writers, siaf] members o} publication sat tl - FB samy 28> se ates oe | other currently to -usguaede the booking Reverse is good interpretation of rhythmic novelty from ‘Dumbo’ 
ager be gees ’ “ angi —- aa pi ane "Ne + Henggreatg save Boe sik ‘ian 3 ry viet — psa strengthening record as a whole. Stardusters vocal. 
a whole, rather than pdss personal gudgment, i : y ON — Joe siaser, ts nancier an fo 
given further instructions as to what to be said or how. These articles ‘sonal manager. Brown’s outfit, now 
appear as the undergraduates have written them, with the expressed ‘at the Blackhawk Cafe, Chicago, un- Shep Fields: ‘Twas Not So Long melody duck-soup for Thornhil!’s 
opinions being their own oe {til early January, is managed and| Ago’—‘Does Mother Know You piano-studded ballad style (straighten 
‘Variety’ publishes the series to give music men and ba nd oace pir | booked solely by Glaser, and is prob- | Smoke?’ (Blue, 11348). Fields ran up, guys; this isn’t another blast). 
cross-section of current wi dergraduate a eee dance ek: a: jably the only new band given @a/ Spivak close second with first, a Tune should move easily through all 
bands, with.the hope that it will be both informative —.™ Pane | chance to crack through to big money|tune and interpretation seemingly sales grooves. Dick Harding vocals. 
For what the college group has to say about dance music ts deeme@ | i+ isn't affiliated with any of the headed for solid box-counter sales. Same formula is applied to ‘Bells.’ 
important in the trade. | current agencies. Hence the frantic Simple melody, smoothly sung by Not as strong, but it satisfies. Hard- 
_ — es overtures to Glaser. Eddie Kelly and quartet at ballad ing vocals. 
By HOWARD LEWIS, ‘41 It was reported last week that/and rhythmic tempo. Reverse, 
(Editor, ‘The Crimson-White’) MCA had offered Glaser $12,000 to} vocalled by Ann Perry, can be for- Jimmy Dorsey: ‘Magic of Mag- 
University, Ala, Nov. 25. | Tabulations indicated the College of give it the privilege of booking gotten. nolias'—'Day-Dream’ Decca <087 ), th 
ca. 2 .| Musical Knowledge concoction packs | Brown, but Glaser flatly denies it, a , Dorsey treats first side tastefully, of 
ony  Pasiet, wae comes har a punch of 7° by volume explaining that he was offered his Claude Thornhill; ‘I Found You in and with Bob Eberle’s solid vocal it w 
Universiiy of Alabama tor the first wil an, investment in the band and no more, | Rain’—‘Bells San Raquel’ (Col. adds up to a machine and counter ce 
time Dec. 2, will probably think he’s | Also Rans /Of course, under such a setup, he | 36431). Cut down from Chopin's sales potential. It’s a good ballad, in 
caught the wrong bus or smooth- Darkhorse in the favorite race w aS would retain management. Whether | Prelude No. 7, ‘Rain’ forms a pop (Continued on page 48) 
ing out the . seen. scien Binds the Harry James, who polled atmont 1% | Glaser actually was offered that | —-- a — _ = R 
wrons hall—becavse prac ‘y _ of the total tally. Will Bradley, Bob | amount of cash to align the band . R 
one arrives at any Capstone cotl-  Cheste Charley Spivak, Charlie! under MCA’s banner is problemati- | ff h th 
lions before 9—an hour after the Barnet. Ray Herbeck, Paul White-| cai. but that he has been offered. all nsl u rcnesiras i 
prance staris li's just aS 5 the J ny Dorsey, Sammy Kaye, | sorts of deals by the various agen- | a 
mary peculiarities of ‘Bama’s ball- ajyvino Rey and Johnny Leng split cles 1s not li 
roomers and jukebox bug he remaincer of the vote. | | 


between 9 and 9:30 the 
entrance to the Pa#or promenade 
will resemble an automat the day 
before payday, and unless we miss 
our guess the Arts and Science and 
Commerce ascociations will have the 
green to finance other topnotchers 
separately next year and still tear 
off a few extra notes. 
Unfortunately, this will be in 
contrast to the experiences of the 


However, 








By way of interpretation we might 
mention thet Bradley, Chesier, Bar- 
net, Herbeck and Whiteman playea 
at Capstone capers last season ana 
J.D. had played the previous spring. 
‘Sun Valley Serenade’ showed at the 
local glimmer-glammers «at 
the same time the poll was taken 
,and it may have boosted the Moon- 
light Serenader’s popularity some- 
what—but he was in the lead last 


about ! 


Glaser was once connected with 
Consolidaied Radio Artists, booking 
all his properties (Louis Armstrong, 
Andy Kirk, et al.) out of there. He 
;split with that outfit more than a 
year ago, however, after an unsavory 
deal which put Brown into the Lin- 
coln hotel, New York, for couple 
nights and subsequently started an 
American Federation of Musicians 
investigation of Maria Kramer, Lin- 
coln’s owner, 

















Decision which Justice William T. Collins recently handed down in 
N.Y. supreme court, in the case of Swing Publications, Inc., against Bar- 
ney B. Leventhal, merely denied the mag's application for a temporary 
injunction to halt Levenson’s use of the ‘Swing’ title on his own period- 
ical. The court stated that there would be no harm in waiting until the 
issue had been tried, since such a trial could be held within 30 days. Jus- 
tice Collins’ decision declared that ‘obviously the defendant (Leventhal) 
is deliberately and studiously endeavoring to lead the public to believe 
that he is carrying on from where the plaintiff (Swing mag) left off— 
that he is editing the Swing magazine heretofore published by the plain- 
tiff. The deception is apparent.’ Justice Collins also remarked that since 


Cotillion club which last month! venr snd record sales seem to in- Leventhal is ‘not competing with a live, going magazine, doubt was cast c 
sponsored three days of afternoon | dicate his big lead has not been on the plaintiff’s right to a temporary injunction.’ h 
and night hops with Ole (Lefthand- | ajtered. | ' psec b 
er) Sanders calling the tunes. Even; gyoy, yoy might say, has always | On the Upbeat Circle of name bandleaders are currently burning at one of their num- 0 
at 9:30 the customers didn’t come— re with =e. aout % te significant | ber for crossing ’em up on an idea sponsored by one. Seems that the h 
but it was terrifically hot (the heat, that the majority of those voting latter got the group together and laid out an angle whereby none of them d 
we mean). Nevertheless, the Chi-/| 55. the now arty Artie préferred | Babe Rusin leaves tenor sax spot} Would contract for a shot on the new Coca-Cola ‘Spotlight Bands’ pro- b 
cagoan did please the paying cus- his old band, and, even yet, ‘Begin| with Glenn Miller to form another | 8ram on Mutual net unless a certain pay scale was met, the sum set to [ 
tomers ‘the Beguifie’ is not stored away in| band of his own; Tex Beneke moves | >€ asked for and received by all or none would agree to go on. - c 
Joe Sanders reminds of the sweet- the old records vile. back from alto to Rusin’s tenor Set-up was exploded, however, by one who apparently thought he d steal v 
er types of music. And this brings At a second glance that Guy Lom-| chair, and Skippy Martin moves |®@ march on the others. After agreeing to the terms laid out, it’s said he tr 
us to tke music poll we recently mardo has uot ‘te guys rathar than} over from Benny Goodman to re- signed a day or so later to do one of the broadcasts at a price much lower c 
took of the harmonious relations be- | tn. gals in his following. Let's not place him. Julie Schwartz then joins | than what was to be asked by the others. Of course, it threw the whole V 
tween more than 400 students and drag in ‘the old ‘swing is on the | Goodman Alec Fila also due to | thing into the ashcan. t 
the name bands. decline’ bromide—because at 'Bama | join Goodman in place of Billy But- a aay :. . ae c 
While you're guessing who £0t |t)¢:¢ seems to have been a leveling | terfield Jack Lavin is certain there’s a guardian angel hovering over Paul g 
topnotches in the poll, let’s slip down off to a point of moderation between | / arya Whiteman, who doubles weekly from the Palace hotel, San Francisco, to r 
to the middle of the survey some- lthe extremes—but the 150% increase | : the Burns & Allen show in Los Angeles. Ordinarily, Whiteman returns t 

where and drag out Guy Lombardo, | i, popularity does offer a bone for | < voheny (Scat) Davis mand. into} to Frisco by train, oocupying the only drawing room. Couldn't get it last 
who did drag out a 150% increase | ech ae in aiken te ebiled Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, for alw eek, so decided to drive up. Train he ordinarily would have taken was t 
in popularity over polls of last year, | A ’Bama Gal Sure Gets Around week beginning Friday (21) with |} behind a freight which caught fire in a tunnel with the loss of several ¢ 
which gave him 5% of the total slips| Another factor not too clearly | 4™4’ews Sisters. Other bookings at| lives, with the result that had he been aboard he wouldn’t have reached t 
cast. |brought out, but which has bearing | this house include Ben Bernie, Nov. Frisco until 9:30 p.m., hours behind sked. As it was he was back in time C 
Getting back to the top of the!,, the selection of orchestras. are | 22: Johnny Long, Dec. 5, and Jan} to act as judge at Cow Palace horse show events before starting his even- c 
list, Glenn Miller rode on top of the musical mores at the Capstone Savitt, Dec. 19. i chore at the Palace hotel. F 
the chorus of approvals with 51% The women—being outnumbered | hh ait 2 ; esc eee ete C 
of those tallied. more than 2 to 1 by men—often| Hal Howard orch at the Shadow- | Government priority rulings reached in and snatched the jukebox from ( 
T. Dorsey rates second a 21% | dance with as many as 50 different | land Night Club. San Antonio. ine pga mS = pte ena pny last week. Strand used the ' 
of those voting, and Artie Shaw ran | ,o;tners during the evening. With Saas 20x to exploit the recordings of bands soon to play its stage. 1 
in show, paying off at odds of 12%. | thay kind of Scoshinn ta, vee is weit Gedilie otek. bt Anata aad Seems the combine which operated the record-player at the house , 

Slightly more favored than Sway | cjowed down and faster adagios are Ro m of St ‘aati Hotel ee | couldn't get delivery on new machines because of defense use of certain 
and Slay Lombardo was Kay Kyser./,+ a minimum. Thus there seems Geren oe Pe ee a | materials that go into them. So, it had to remove the Strand’s machine I 
- ee serie ti nro m==e|to be an overwhelming favor for the|~ | to fill a hole somewhere else. House will get another in couple weeks, ( 
slower types of bands for the Site, ‘Seat! Davis. hes rebuilt however. ‘ 
dances. J. Dorsey, for example, wa ; ee 
P acclaimed the best band to hit the: 3S 28! Guy Lombardo takes a night off from his current Roosevelt hotel, New 
Dick Kuhn campus two seasons a: but Her- a Pa York location job, Dee. 1, to play at the Boston Garden for a British War ‘ 
beck’s harmony attracted just as good Don Pedro orchestra signatured for | Relief hop. BWR would have no other band. 
a crowd in a slightly worse season | Decca recordings. Set through Gus | Relief organization proved just as choosey recently in Baltimore. It 

and His Orchestra of last yean C. Edwards. |had Tommy Dorsey set to play the Balto Armory Dec. 5, but cancelled 

-- Again, the jitterbug blossoms but | . the event wken Dorsey was signed for a picture and had to be on the 


The Biggest Little Band 
in Radio 


4th Year Hotel Astor 


DECCA RECORDS 


MUTUAL NETWORK 
Dir.: M.C.A, 








never fully blooms at ’Bama 
(Continued on page 55) 


Call it 


i ——_— 


RUSS GRAHAM BETTER 
Portland, Ore., Nov. 21. 
Russ Graham, leader at the Clover 
| Club, back on the bandstand after 


| 10 days at the Coffey Memorial hos- | 


| pital recovering 
i ceived in an 
' r ‘ 
Nov. 2. 


from injuries re- 
automobile accident 




















MU 











booked for a one- 
City auditorium, 


(27), Pa.’s 


Count Basie 
, nighter at Hill 

Pittsburgh, Thursday 
Thanksgiving Day. 

| Brad Hunt band opened two-week 
| engagement Monday (24) at Merry- 
Go-Round, Pittsburgh, succeeding 
Tommy Flynn 


Don Roth band had its option at 
Yacht Club, Pittsburgh, picked up 


for additional month at end of first 


Collins and Marion Joyce. 
Paul Harmon is getting 
furloughs from Camp Dix,'°N. J. 
army ranks for recording sessions 
with Johnny Long, band he was with 
(Continued on page 61) 








special | 


two weeks there. friendse—Barney Balaban, Mary Brian, Francis Lederer, 
Billy Merle band into Club 51. Edwin C. Hill, Bennett Cerf. Ed W olf, Irving Berlin, 

Pittsburgh, for limited stay, replac- ~ : P ‘ 

ac ita Mead Snes Reon E. Ray Goetz, Jack Robbins—will again help you meet 


Coast by Dee. 1. 


When Muggsy Spanier’s band went into the Arcadia Ballroom. New 
York, weeks ago Tony Martell played sax-clarinet with his brother 
Paul Martell’s band on the opposing bandstand. He’s now with Spanier, 

Spanier took a liking to his playing and talked the switch over with 
both, Tony finally picking up his instruments and shifting to the for- 
mer’s corner of the hall. 

omnes 
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HELLO, PHIL SPITALNY ! 


Well, here’s that Miami sun again! We hope all your 


the Miami moon. 


Walter Jacobs 


P.$.—HURRY—WON'’T YOU? 
and bring the girls! 


bade Teall 


MIAMI BEACH 
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COSLOW'S 5 MCA 
BANDS FOR 
JUKES 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 


Sam Coslow closed a deal with 
the Music Corp. of America, the first 
of its kind in the slot film industry, 
whereby R. C. M. Productions, Inc., 
contracts five name bands to appear 
in 40 Soundies during the next year. 

MCA bands are led by Bob Crosby, 
Ray Noble, Skinnay Ennis, Ted Fio 
Rito and Jan Garber. Deal calls for 
the largest cash outlay for music in 
the history of juke pictures. In ad- 
dition, Coslow has signed Duke E]- 
lington. 








Bartenders Union Produces 
An Unfamiliar Drought 
In Musicians Hangout 





Milwaukee, Nov. 25. 
Members of the Milwaukee Musi- 
cians’ association, Local No. 8, AFM, 
held their annual beer party last 
night (Monday), but not in their 
own quarters; they had to hire a 
hall. Their own club rooms are as 


vv 


“CHAAVIN' TEST ‘Theatre Men Foresee A.F.M. Jam 
ED GLIGKD 


Hot Jimmy Dorsey 





Jimmy Dorsey bettered the Satur- 
day night high-water mark, both 
money and people at Frank 
Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, 
N. J., last week (22). In three days, 
Friday to Sunday, Dorsey did more 
business, gross and attendance, than 
the same band did the entire two 
weeks the first time it ever played 
Dailey’s spot more than two years 
ago. 

Opening night (21) Dorsey played 
to 1,792, Saturday, 1,984 and Sunday 
pulled slightly over 1,800 in two 
sessions, matinee and evening. 


VICTOR NUDGES 
IN ON FITCH 





RCA-Victor has meved in on the 
exclusive arrangement Columbia 
Records made recently with the 
Fitch Shampoo radio show whereby 
Columbia bands are used each week 
to plug recorded arrangements as 
‘Fitch Bandwagon Specials.’ Victor's 
first band, Al Kavelin, goes on Dec. 
14 and the second, as yet unselected, 
is scheduled for Dec. 28. Plans be- 
yond the latter date have not been 
made, but it’s probable that from 
that point on Victor and Columbia 
outfits will alternate until the lists 
are exhausted. 





dry as Sahara, for the time being, all 
because one of their members, Louis 
De Santis, who has had the drink | 
concession for the past 10 years and | 
who was also a member of the Bar- | 
tenders’ union, Local No. 64, had his | 
card in the latter organization re- | 
voked because of an infraction of 
the bartenders’ code of ethics, and 
obviously such a strictly unionized 
group as the musicians couldn't per- 


mit a non-union barman to serve 
them. 
There was talk among the bar- 


tenders of picketing the musicians’ 
clubrooms if an attempt were made 
to continue serving drinks, so offi- 
cers decided to close down their 
drinkery until a new concessionaire 
can be appointed, and this cannot be 


done until after the annual election | 


of officers in December. Thus 
windjammers must go thirsty 
their own premises probably 
January. 

De Santis, whose standing as a 
member of the musicians’ local is 
O. K., is making a run for president 


the 
on 
until 


of the organization, seeking to dis- | 


lodge Volimer Dahlstrand. long the 
incumbent and also head of the Wis- 
consin State Musicians’ association, 
but now is forced to do his cam- 
paigning from behind a dry bar. 


Mahanoy City Spot 


Trying Winter Dances 


Lakewood Park, City, 
Pa. runs its first winter dance to- 
morrow night (Thurs.) with Gene 
Krupa’s band. Spot is a summer 
operation, usually calling it a season 
around the end of September. 
Walter Guinan, owner of ballroom. 
operating hop himself, Howard 
Hobbs, who usually books for him 
not participating 


APPEAR FOR CANADA 
Jane Froman, Mestetinnete. Rodgers 
And Hart in Toronto 


Mahoney 


’ 


is 


Toronto, Nov. 25. 
Dick Rodgers and Lorenz Hart, to- 
gether with Andre Kostelanetz and 
Jane Froman, journeyed up here to 
Put on a special show at Eaton Audi- 
torium for the Canadian War Sav- 
Ings Stamps campaign, auditorium 
being jam-packed. With a pick-up 
orchestra, mainly from the Toronto 
Symphony, Kostelanetz conducted an 
all-Rodgers-Hart program, with Miss 
Froman in for the vocals. 
_ Visitors, who donated their serv- 
ices, were mobbed during City Hall 
reception. Gold and jewelled com- 
Pact, engraved with Canada’s coai- 
of-arms, was presented to Miss Fro- 
man; Kostelanetz, Rodgers and Hart 
received matching cigarette cases, 
Similarly engraved. 


Same formula will be used. Kave- 
lin will feature a tune titled, ‘An- 
geline,” which, however, is already 
on the stands having been released 
on Bluebird Nov. 21. Columbia’s 
method to hold sides until the 
Friday befcre the broadcast. 


TOTEM POLE WEEKENDS 
ONLY THROUGH SLUS 


Boston, Noy. 25. 
Totem Pole Ballroom, Auburndale, 
Mass., 
tion spot since Sept. 22, with Glen 
Gray’s band, expects to run week- 
|ends only after the first of the year. 


is 





| Weather is the deciding factor in the 


| move; snow, ice, etc., makes for 
| pretty mean transportation condi- 
| tions at that time of year around 
| Boston. Full-time policy will prob- 
] 


ably be resumed in the spring. 


Dick Stabile’s band replaces Gray’s 


Casa Lomans Dec. 25 for 10 days, 
| after which the week-end policy 
will start. 


| It’s Still a Topper As a Most Played 
Instrumental Piece 
Warner Bros. publishing group has 
obtained copyright renewal assign- 
| ments from the writers of ‘Canadian 
| Capers’ (Remick) and ‘A Little Bit 
lof Heaven’ (Witmark). 
| is rated as the most played instru- 
mental piece in the ASCAP reper- 
| toire, and enjoys along with ‘Kitten 
on the Keys’ the top sale for piano 
compositions. 
Writers involved in the ‘Capers’ 
renewal are the late Henry Cohen, 
| Gus Chandler and Burt White, while 


| the signators for the ‘Bit of Heaven’ | 


assignment were Keirn Brennan, its 
lyricist, and Mrs. Ernest Ball, widow 
| of -the composer. 


Spanier on Okeh Label 


Muggsy Spanier’s 
been signed to a term recording con- 
tract by Columbia Recording. Band 
cuts its first sides in a week or so for 
35c Okeh label. 

Spanier is now at the Arcadia 
Ballroom, New York, and will be 
for several more months. 








Eddie Conti, Youngstown, O., band 
leader who entered the army last 
January, has been released from ac- 
tive duty at Camp Shelby, Miss., and 
returned home Nov. 19. His orches- 
tra traveled in the north central and 
| southern states. 





which has operated as a loca- | 


/RENEW ‘CANADIAN CAPERS’: 


The former | 


new band has | 


UAL 


| 
} 
| 


But Scenic Investiture Will 


Spots on Weekends — 


Many of the Dates Ex- 


pected to Be Set From 
February Onward 


VICTOR ENTHUSIASTIC 





RCA-Victor expects to continue 
iis Dance Caravan, which recently 
completed a two-week test stretch 
at a fair profit. If present plans 
materialize the troupe will take to 
the road again, under Milton Pick- 
man, around Feb. 1 and remain in 
circulation from nine months to a 
year. 
with it for a great deal of that time. 
Caravan would have its own leased 
trucks and buses for transportation 
and operate along the lines of a trav- 
elling carnival. 


Instead of hewing strictly to key 





| 


cities, as it did on the past tour, por- | 


BARNET LAPSES 
IRK RAPPAPORT 


| tions of each week would be devoted 
| to treks into smaller towns, but with- 


| out the props that were used on the 


past tour. The palm trees, water- 
| fall, ete, that RCA acquired from | 
last summer’s_ short-lived Monte 


Proser Dance Carnival at Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., would be set 
| up only on weekends, Friday to Sun- 


| day, in key stands. Monday to Thurs- | 


| day it would travel bare of the equip- 
ment into the hinterland. That's 
| because few of the smaller stopovers 
| would be of sufficient size to permit 
| use of the tall palms, etc. 


RCA looks upon the 
| the greatest piece of promotion for 
| its records that has ever been 
vised. 
| layout, and the reams of exploitation 


|} it got, and the cooperation of rec- | 


| ord dealers in each of the cities it 
played, practicaily sold the latter out 


Only Be Set Up in Bigger 


Tommy Dorsey Will Play Judge Puzzled by 


| 


Caravan as|* . ‘ 
| missed two and a half days of the | 


| 





' That satisfied the bench. 


| 


| on the spot,’ she replied. The Judge 
Tommy Dorsey’s band may be | 





With Government Over Listing Only 


Union Scale o 


ART GILES’ DIVORCE 





a 





Jive-Talk in Pitts- 
burgh Trial | 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 25. | 

Art Giles, Pittsburgh dance band 
leader, was sued for divorce here | 
last week by Dorothy Hultz Giles, 
who testified her husband admitted 





‘running around with another 
woman.’ The couple were married | 
in July, 1923, and separated more | 


than two years ago. 

Judge A. Marshall Thompson, who 
heard the case, told Mrs. Giles he 
was puzzled by the expression ‘had | 
the finger on him’ and asked the 
plaintiff what she meant. ‘He was 


| 
| 


was still puzzled so her attorney 
further explained. ‘She means,’ he 
said, ‘that the other woman might 
possibly make trouble for Giles.’ 








n Social Tax Form 


The American Federation of Musi- 
cians’ insistence that theatres com- 
ply to its new Form B contract, mak- 
ing them liable for social security 
taxes on individual musicians and 
leaders of traveling bands, may kick 
back, theatre managers now feel, into 
the AFM’s lap with a serious Gov- 
ernment charge. It’s reported by 


| theatre men that the AFM. its band- 


leader-members and musicians are 
breaching the Government's tax laws 
by failing to list the musicians’ sala- 
ries and extras in full on the con- 
tracts, and thereby is failing to pay, 
and get the employers to pay,’ social 
security taxes on their full incomes. 


The Government’s law on Social 
Security taxation specifically states 
that the taxes must be paid on full 
salaries up to $3,000 yearly. In other 
words, an employee can earn as 
much as $3,000 in one week and the 
full taxation on that amount must be 
deducted that week. Subsequent the- 
atres must also deduct the taxation, 
though at the end of the year the 


| employee can apply to the Govern- 


Izzy Rappaport, owner of the Hip- | 
podrome theatre, Baltimore, has 


| complained of Charlie Barnet’s fail- | 


de- | 
It claims that the effect of the | 


of Dorsey and Shep Fields platters, | 


not to mention the good-will it gen- 
erated for the Victor and Bluebird 


| labels. 
To Help, Not Hurt 
Company denies that its past test 


tour could have hurt many individ- 
| ual dance promoters in any of the 
territories played. As pointed out 


|} in last w eek’s ‘Variety’ story, it avers 
that every effort was made in book- 
ing the tour to help rather than hurt 
a ballroom operator, and that the 
same policy will be closely adhered 
| to if the Caravan hits the road again. 
| RCA points to the fact that it played 
|at regularly operated ballroom pro- 
motions in four cities on the past 
tour, playing for 


Gerald Nierman |} 


at Lakeside Park, Dayton, O.: Charles | 


| Bauer, Music Hall Topper, Cincin- 


ure to play every show at the Hipp | 
week before last. As he did at the} 
Central theatre, Passaic, N. J., week | 
previous, Barnet pleaded illness and | 


seven for which Rappaport had him 
booked. Central theatre docked 
Barnet’s salary $750 for missing ap- | 


proximately 12 shows at the begin- 
ning of the week. 
Music Corp. of America, which 


books Barnet, explains that the mat- 
ter is being ironed out via an ad- 
justment of Barnet’s salary. But 
Rappaport, who claims his dispute is 
with the leader and not with the 
agency, says he will not accept a 
compromise on the coin due the 
band but will sue Barnet himself for 
failure to fulfill a contract. Leader, | 
said the theatre owner, missed the 
first two shows opening day - (13), | 
but later was prevailed upon to go | 
on stage. Though he begged a sore | 


| 
| throat, Barner finished out Thurs- | 


| nati; Indiana Roof, Indianapolis, and | 


| Chester Lorch at Armory, Louisville, 
| thereby cutting those promoters into 
profits. 


MORRIS SETS UNKNOWN 
INTO PIERRE HOTEL 


William Morris office set deal last 
week that brings a band virtually 
unknown to New York into an im- 
| portant hotel spot, the 
| Cotillion Room, which has never 
|used a full-sized band before, al- 
ways small combos. 
| Bondshu’s, current at the Roosevelt 
hotel, New Orleans, opening at the 
Pierre Dec. 19. Stanley Melba band 
opens tomorrow night (Thurs.), re- 
| placing Bill Scotty’s combo, and re- 
mains until Bondshu comes in. 


| Adelaide Moffett has been set by 


Pierre's | 


j 
| 


ithe same agency for the Cotillion | 


| Room, opening Dec. 5. 








Dick Stabile opens today (Tues- 
'day) for four weeks at Frank 
Dailey’s Valley Dale, Columbus, Re- 


| places Bobby Byrne who hits one- | 


i nighter trail. 


| 21st. 


| 
} 


day and there was no more trouble | 
with him until Tuesday morning, | 
when he failed to show up. Theatre | 
didn’t see him for the rest of the| 


week. Rappaport said he got a| 
phone cail from Barnet Tuesday 
morning and discovered the leader 


was in New York, because his grand- 
mother was gravely ill. 


Barnet called his band together 
at the Apollo theatre, New York 
where it’s current and where Bar- 
net hasn’t missed a show, and de 
nied all reports of disbanding, etc., 
insisting the men needn't fret about 
their jobs One change made this 
week was managerial Leader fired 
Charlie Weintraub, who has been 


with him past couple years 


‘JOIN ON WIRE’ 


Orch is Neil| Jones Brothers Decamp Boston for 


Teagarden in Chicago 


Boston, Nov. 25. 


With two weeks to go on their con- | 
tract at the Casa Manana, local 
nitery, the Three Jones Brothers re- 
ceived a call to join Jack Tea- 
garden’s band, to alternate at the 
Sherman Hotel, Chicago, opening 
Manager Jack Brown of Casa 
Manana released them with promise 
they would play his spot at a iater| 


|open date. 


They were replaced Sunday (23) 
by ‘Three Sons of Purple Sage.’ | 


| $87.50, or slightly over that. 
; one instance, apparently, has 


ment for a rebate of excess taxes. 
Ironically, the theatres as such can- 
not get the rebate. 

Since Form B went into effect, 
bandleaders filling out the reverse 
side of the contracts listing individ- 
ual musicians’ salaries are merely 
filling in the union’s scale wage of 
In not 
there 
been listed salaries of more than 
$100, except for bandleaders, though 
it’s known that a large number of 
specialist musicians get much more 
than scale and as high $500 
weekly 

Bandleaders are also listing them- 
selves at scale, which is $175 weekly, 
or slightly over that. However, inas- 
much as they are the owners of the 
bands and the excess over their sala- 


as 


| ries goes towards defraying expenses 


and commissions, that’s probably 
okay. The infractions of the law thus 
pertain only to the individual musi- 
cians, lawyers Claim. 

Lawyers also claim the theatres 
cannot be held to account by the 
Government, inasmuch as they fol- 
low the information on salaries fur- 
nished them by the bandleaders, or 
the union, or both. 


ELI OBERSTEIN 
DISCS THIS WK 


Eli Oberstein puts the first re- 
leases of his new Imperial Record 
Co. out this weekend or early next 
week on retail counters of various 
department stores he has lined up 
to handle his product. Initial re- 
lease consists of five double-faced 
35c platte cut by bands of Blue 
Barron, V ent Lopez and Bunny 
Berigan 

Also on the initial shipment will 
be 12. 10-inch classical sides at 35c 
nd six 12-inch longhairs at 65c un- 
der the Elite Jabel. COberstein is re- 
taining his idea of minimizing the 
labe] title on the pop stuff, playing 
up instead the name of the band 


Exploitation and promotion mate- 
rial on the first batch of sides has 
already been shipped to chain stores. 


Jerry Wald to Brooklyn 


Jerry Wald’s new band goes into 
its first date of any kind in the east- 
ern area next month when it re- 
places Bob Allen’s band at the Rose- 


mont (Roseland) Ballroom, Brook- 
lyn. Crew was an organized outfit 
when Wald assumed its leadership 


few months ago. It had been a Cal- 
ifornia college combo. 


Allen, now at Rosemont, moves 
over to New York Roseland Ball- 
room, replacing Dick Rogers. Open- 


ing dates are indefinite, contingent 
upon booking of Rogers’ road dates, 
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James, $68,000, Herman, 506,N.Y. 
Wows; Scat Davis-Andrews Big 316 


(Estimates for This Week) 


Mitchell Ayres, Brooklyn—(Strand; 
2.800; 30-40-50-55). Stage show con- 
tinues to draw here for four days 
house is open each week, with Sally 
Rand giving the needed boost cur- 
rently. “Three Girls About Town’, 
(Col) on screen. Good $13,000. 

Will Bradley, Minneapolis — (Or- 
pheum; 2,800; 39-44-55) plus vaude) 
and ‘Appointment for Love’ (U).) 
Bradley's first appearance here and | 
he’s clicking impressively. Opened} 
on Thanksgiving, instead of usual| 
Friday. Stretching toward big 
$15,000. 

Duke Ellington, Los Angeles—(Or- | 
pheum: 2,200; 30-44-55). ‘Mercy | 
Island’ (Rep). Is a good ‘downtown’ 
draw, and after many slow weeks, | 
acting as shot-in-the-arm for ex- | 
cellent $15,000. | 

Skinnay Ennis, Los Angeles—(Par- | 
amount; 3,595; 30-44-55). ‘Skylark’ 
(Par). Sharing full credit with pic) 
for the draw that’s keeping this 
combo site leading the town with, 
top $27,000. 

Johnnie (Scat) Davis, Pittsburgh— 
(Stanley; 3,800; 30-44-60-66). With) 
‘One Foot in Heaven’ (WB) and the, 
Andrews Sisters. Davis has a de-| 
cided following here, but the An-| 
drews Sisters, who nearly broke a} 
record here last time around in July, | 
must be credited with bulk of draw. 
And they in turn can give some| 
credit to the film. Should all add) 
up to wow $31,000. 

Erskine Hawkins, Philadelphia — 
(Earle; 2,768: 35-46-57-68-75). Plus 
Four Inkspots. With‘ Night of Janu- 
ary 16’ (Par). Entire combo racking 
up pluperfect $31,000 and may dupli- 
cate last year’s feat of setting up 
house band fecord of $32,500. Credit 
about evenly divided between Haw- 
kins and the Spots, with screen fare 
adding only a little to the draft. 

Woody Herman, New York 
(Strand; 2,756; 35-55-75-85-99). With 
‘They Died With Their Boots On’ 
(WB). Combination of Woody Her- 
man and the Errol Flynn-Olivia de} 
Havilland names spelling big b.o.,| 
$50,000 or near sighted. Holds over. 


Harry James, New York — (Para-| 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). With 
Ray Bolger in person, ‘Skylark’ (Par) | 
on screen. Balanced draw here and} 
socko at $68,000 on first seven days 
through last night (Tues.). Two ad-| 
ditional weeks are scheduled. 

Johnny Long, Washington—(Earle: 
2,216; 28-39-44-66). ‘They Died With| 


Their Boots On’ (WB) is rated the| 
real magnet. 


Sock $24,000 on eight! 
days, 
Jimmie Lunceford, Newark — 
(Adams; 2,000; 25-35-50-60). 


i‘Polka King.’ 


bill. ‘Rags to Riches’ (Rep) is screen 
fare. Mighty $17,000. 

Joe Sanders, Omaha — (Orpheum; 
3.000: 20-40-55). Paired with Major 


|Musical Protective Society 
Elects New Officers 


| 
| 


| Cooper, president of the Motion Pic- Benny Goodman*.New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50) 


Bowes’ unit on stage and ‘Night of! 


Jan. 16’ (Par). Only fair $12,500. 
Orrin Tucker, Cleveland—‘( Palace; 


| 


3.700: 30-35-42-55). Coupled with 
‘Texas’ (Col). Picture well liked | 
here. with Tucker-Bonnie Baker 


likewise a draw; great $19,500. 


Basie Draws 1,000 Hoofers in Ballroom, 


Toronto, Nov. 25. 
Election of officers of the Musical 
Protective Society of Canada for the 


;coming year has Elwood Hughes, 


In Pitt, Bradley Good 15G, Mpls. 


:with most of pull figured in stage 


T. J. Bragg, of Odeon Theatres (N. 
L. Nathanson’s new chain of 60 
houses across Canada), as chairman 
of the board of directors. John A. 


ture Distributors’ and Exhibitors’ 
Association, vice-president and 
treasurer. Gordon Dalgliesh is sec- 
retary. 

Directors include Narcisse Thi- 
vierge, of the Canadian Association 
of Broadcasters; Jack Conneil and 
Howard Fox, both of the Hotel As- 
sociation of Ontario. 


is 


Then 3,000 Ears to Symphony H 


(Estimates) 


Van Alexander-Tommy Reynolds 
(Raymor-Fiaymor B., Boston, Nov. 
21). Coupled in twin-danceries, this 
pair drew 1,700 Friday night at 65c- 
55c for okay $1,020. 

Count Basie (Lyonhurst B., Marl- 
boro, Mass., Nov. 19). Basie proved 
fine draw, pulling close to 1,000 at 
$1.10. Next night (20) band moved 
into Symphony Hall, Boston, and got 
walloping 3,000 at $1.10. 

Henry Busse (Century Room, Tul- 
sa, Okla., Nov. 21). Busse drew neat 
1,207 here at $1.12 per; at Blossom 
Heath, Oklahoma City (23) band 
drew okay 1,150 at $1. 

Glen Gray 
burndale, Mass.. Nov. Big 
Thanksgiving Eve and night meant 
18,600 dancers on week, for excep- 
tionally fine ninth week gross of 
$13.920, its best yet, at $1.45 couple. 

Gene Krupa (Arcadia B., Provi- 
dence, R. I., Nov. 21). Krupa pulled 


17-22). 


(Totem Pole B., Au- | 








| 
| 


swell 2.200 dancers for gross of $2,- | 


342 
Police 
Mass., 
$1. 

Fletcher Henderson (Peony Park, 
Omaha, Nov. 23). Henderson crew 
grabbed ‘good’ $880 from approx- 
imately 1,100 dancers at 80c. 

Will Osborne (U. of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, Nov. 19). Intra-frat 
hop, attendance limited to members; 
Osborne played for 850 dancers at 
$1.60 per, aggregaling $1,360 

Louis Prima (Aud., Webster, Mass., 
Nov. 19). Town still experimenting 


Two days before (19) he played 
Relief Assoc. ball at Boston, 
Garden which drew, 10,000 at 


with name crews; Prima’s 800 dancers | 


at $1 satisfied promioters. 
Jan Savitt (Roseland-State B.. Bos- 
ton, Nov. 21). Coupled with Al, 


(19) 


Savitt drew 























Guy Lombardo—(DECC A) 
Ink Spots—(DECCA) 

The Charioteers—(OKEH) 
Dick Robertson—(DECC A) 


NEW YORK CITY 


1585 Broadway 5834 La 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 


HOLLYWOOD 


Gene Autry—(OKEH) 
Dick Todd—( BLUEBIRD) 
Skinnay Ennis—( VICTOR) 
Bon ‘Bon—(DECCA) 


CHICAGO 


Mirada Ave. Woods Theatre Bidg. 


local band, Savitt ac- | 
|counted for 1,300 at 75c for okay $975. | 
Bill| Two days before 
Robinson is helping band’s draw,!' 2,500 at $2.50 couple into Memorial | 


I DON’T WANT TO SET 
THE WORLD ON FIRE 


Tommy Tucker—(Okeh)—Horace Heidt—(Columbia) 
Vincent Lopez—(Imperial) 








Aud., Worcester, Mass., at annual 
De Molay hop. 

Dick Stabile (Ritz B., Bridgeport, 
Conn., Nov. 20). Helped largely by 
holiday (Thanksgiving) Stabile drew 
solid 1,100 at 88c. 

Shep Fields (Ritz B., Bridgeport, 
Conn., Nov. 23). Coming in after 
Dick Stabile played Thanksgiving 
didn’t help Fields; fair 885 dancers 
at 88c. 

Jerry Wald-Ray Harrington (Ray- 
mor-Playmor B., Boston, Nov. 22). 
Wald’s new band, with local crew, 


accounted for 2,200 hoofers at 65c-55c 


| for neat $1,320. 
Ina Ray Hutton (Brookline Coun- | 


try Club, Philly, Nov. 22). First 
dance under new Saturday night 
policy snared satisfactory 600 admis- 
sions at $1 per. 


Band Bookings 








Gene Krupa, Dec. 1, Lakewood 
Park, Mahanoy City, Pa.; 7, Aud., 
Trenton, N. J.: 20, Sports Arena 


Rochester, N. Y.; 22, private party, 
Cleveland. 

Jan Savitt, Dec. 
Park, Canton, O.; 


i4, Myers Lake 


18, U. of Maryland, College Park. 
Tommy Tucker, Dec. 11. party, Re- 


vere Beach. Boston; 19, Citadel, 
~harleston, S. C.; 20, party, Augusta, 
Ga.: 21, Paramount theatre, Ashe- 


ville, N. C.; 22, partv, Shelby, N. C. 
Bob Chester, Dec. 19, RCA-Victor 


party, Camden, N. J.; 20, Arcadia B., | 


Providence, R. I.; 21, Shubert thea- 
tre, New Haven. 


Louis Prima, Dec. 14, Shubert the- 


ter, N. Y. 
McFarland Twins, Dec. 5, Muehl- 
|enberg College, Allentown, Pa. 


Xavier Cugat, Dec. 7, Manhattan 


| Center, N. Y. 

| Cab Calloway, Dec. 12, George F. 
| Pavilion, Johnson City, N. Y.; 24, 
Manhattan Center, N. Y. 


Glen Gray, Dec. 18, week, Central 
theatre, Passaic, N. J. 

Michael Loring, Dec. 11, Flatbush 
theatre, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 19-21, Wind 
sor theatre, Bronx, 

Johnny Mcwee, Dec. 26, Alcazar 
altimore; 29, Lycoming hotel 
liamsport, Pa. 

Will Osborne, Dec. 25. week 
heatre, N. Y. 

Charhe Spivak, Dec. 1, 














West Coast Rep.: HARRY 





930 N. Sweetzer Ave., Hollywood, Cal. 


HAVE YOU HEARD? ... KATE SMITH - BING CROSBY - CONNIE BOS‘ 
THE MERRY MACS - ALVINO REY AND THE KING 
BEN BERNIE - VINCENT LOPEZ - GRACIE FIELDS - AND MANY OTH 


THE NOVELTY SONG THAT 


ROSE 


SISTERS - CLA 


(Th 


1250-6th A, 


TOBIAS 





By CHARLIE TOBIAS and AL LEWIS. 


TOBIAS & LEW 


15, Arena, Toronto, 
Can.,.: 16; Waldemeer Park, Erie, Pa.;| ~ 


atre, New Haven; 21, Manhattan Cen- | 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’. 





| NEW YORK 


| (Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
| charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels 
general manager of the Canadian | Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
National Exhibition, in as president; | 720m capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 


holiday price.) 


Covers Totat 
| Band Hotel Piayed Week Pay ~ 
| Eddy Duchin*..... Waldorf (400; $1-$1.50)............. 7 2,225 14,425 

f cabeas 6 2,100 12.400 

| Hearey James...... a ga) ee 10 925 8,600 
|Henry King ......Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)........... in 200 625 
| Ray Kinney*...... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........... 32 1,575 43,400 
Gienn Miller ....Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1).......... 7 3,025 15,875 

Vaughn Monroe’*....Commodore (400; 75c-$1)............ 7 1,675 8.500 





| ‘Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 


major draw. 


Chicago 


Les Brown (Blackhawk, 400; $1.25 min.). 
| established Chicago and midwest name. 


people. 


Pacing steadily, Brown is now 
Last week powdered to fine 3,000 


| Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). Witl. 
| Thanksgiving an absolute turn-away Williams continued to pound out big 
| business at Empire Room; 4,200 people last week. 


Lou Breese (Chez Paree, 500; $3-$3.50 min.). 


| eae es 
|} now it’s Lou Holtz headlining. 


Joe E. Lewis is gone and 


Means more b.o. pressure on Breese band, 


, Came through in holiday week to great 4,800 customers. 


Jack Teagarden 


customers. 


so hefty at 2,200 covers. 





Carl Kavazza (Biltmore; 1,150; minimum, $1-$1.50). 


(Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 700; $1-$2.50 min.). 
Teagarden band last appeared here in the Blackhawk. 
this basement spot came through with snappy b.o. showing; 3,300 visitors. 

Art Kassel (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). 
|ing play for the Thanksgiving days brought take up sharply, with 2,600 


In first week in 


Heft eat- 


Los Angeles 
Ray Noble (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). 


Helped by the holiday but not 


There's plenty coin 


| being spent in town and this tavern is getting its share. Should check 
; around 5,500 on the week. Phil Harris opens Dec. 29. 


| Alvino Rey-King Sisters 


| follows. 
| 


| defense coin. 


Harry Owens (Roosevelt: 300: 


(Palladium; 6,000; 55c-83c). 
on like those before him and may have to call it 7,500. 


Bob Crosby (Trianon, South Gate; 800; 55c-75c). 
| should add up to around 8,000 payees. 


75c-$1). 
hasn't been tenanted since he left a year ago. 


Just can’t catch 
Stan Kenton 


Clicking merrily; week 
This end of town is up to its ears in 
Back to his old stand, “which 
Pulled 900 covers on his 


first week and should build at this upper Hollywood Blvd. spot. 


Ted Weems (Casa 


Jimmy Grier 


Manana; Culver City; 2,000; 55c). 
holiday mob; 5,500 customers is over average. 
(Florentine Gardens; 75c-$1.50). 
credit to Nils Granlund’s floor revue. 


Got a lift from 
Horace Heidt in Dec. 12. 
Another 5,500 and the 


—_>——— 


Paul Whiteman 
12,206 covers on the seventh frame. 
| finish 


San Francisco 
(Rose Room, Palace Hotel, 500; 50c-$1.50). 


Picked up 


Whiteman’s eight-week sojourn will 
(29) simultaneously with arrival of Henry Busse, 
Palace two name bands for Big Game night 


overlap giving 





atre, Richmond, Va.; 2, State theatre, 
Raleigh, N. C.: 3. Nat'l theatre, 
| Greensboro, N. C.; 4, State theatre, 
Winston-Salem, N. C.; 5-6, Duke U., 
Durham, N. C.; 8-10, Plymouth the- 
|} atre, Worcester, Mass.; 12-14, Metro- 
politan theatre, Providence. 
| Charlie Spivak, Dec. 19, 
Earle theatre, Philadelphia. 

Dick Stabile, Dec. 25, 10 days, To- 
tem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass 


week, 


| Guy Lombardo, Dec. 1, Boston 
| Garden, Boston. 

Johnny McGee, Dec. 12, Temple 
U., Philade!phia. 
| = 
| Don } orchestra at 
| Youns in action 
| after “iness 
for 95 
ire 


MARKS DROPS SUIT 
Withdraws Action Against Harms on 
‘Little Dutch Garden’ 





E. B. Marks Music Co. has dropped 
the infringement suit which he 
started in the N. Y. federal court 
against Harms, Inc., over a year ago 
in connection with the latter’s pub- 
lication, ‘Little Dutch Garden.’ Move 
occurred after Marks had been served 
with a notice of appearance for ex- 
amination before trial. 

In his complaint Marks had 
charged that the melody of ‘Dutch 
Garden,’ written by the late Will 
Grocz, had much in common with 
‘Brummel Petrus’ (‘Jolly Peter’), oy 
M. Werner Kersten, which was pub- 
lished some years before the Grocz 
yumber. 
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SONGWRITERS’ UNION PEND 





~_ASCAP Now Has 391 Licensees 





ASCAP has licensed 168 stations 
society’s repertoire on their faciliti 


since NBC and CBS resumed the 
es Oct. 30. The 168 outlets do not 


include the 20 stations owned or operated between NBC and Columbia 


themselves. 


With the 203 stations that held ASCAP licenses prior to the net- 
work’s settlement added, the number of stations now on the ASCAP 


licensee list totals 391. 


only 16 elected to make it a per program agreement. 


Of the indie 168 stations licensed since Oct. 30 


All the others 


took the blanket license, The quota of per-programers figures slightly 


under 10%. 


Prior to Jan, 1, 1941, ASCAP’s station licensee list varied from 675 


to 700. 








Writer Classification Method an Issue 


Incumbent Representatives Disinclined to Change 


ASCAP Ratings System 








The ASCAP board of directors 
met Monday (24) in New York to 
consider the by-law amendments 
which are to be submitted to the 
semi-annual meeting of the society’s 
membership which wlil be held at 
the Astor hotel, N. Y., this Monday 
(1). Some of the proposals had to 
do with methods for revising writer 
classifications. With the present 
writer contingent on the ASCAP 
board, which doubles as the classifi- 
eation committee, showing no incli- 
nation for changing the rating 
method, a strong movement has de- 
veloped among the writer ranks to 
force revision by providing for a 
comprehensive system within the 
ASCAP by-laws. 

One of the by-laws which the 
membership meeting will be asked 
to pass on comes from the Society’s 
current executive committee. This 
by-law provides for a_ two-thirds 
vote of the entire ASCAP member- 
ship before any amendment can be- 
come valid. Under the present by- 
laws an amendment need receive 
only 51% of the membership’s votes. 
Purpose of the change is a better 
weighted vote. As the system now 
stands the writer or the publisher 
faction can have a measure favor- 
able to one side passed if either 
faction is successful in obtaining a 
100% vote from its own faction plus 
1% of the votes of the other faction. 





BEN EDWARDS’ NEW TASK 


Ben Edwards has taken over the 
management of Red Star Songs, Inc. 

He was the manager of the Paul- 
Pioneer Music Corp. for the past 
three years. 





Lennie Hayton conducting 


Eager.’ 


the non 
score for the Metro picture, ‘Johnny | 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week Ending Nov. 22) 





Tonight We Love.......Maestro 
Shepherd’s Serenade....Mayfair 
Set World on Fire........Cherio 


.. F. | ore eee. Willson 
Concerto for Two.......Shapiro 
Elmer’s Tune..... ee.» RODbins 
BW im LOVE. os.s0es J. Campbell 
Found You in Rain....... Porgie 
Chattanooga Choo Choo... .Feist 
Be UAE? ocns 00000 602 Majestic 
This Love of Mine...... Embassy 
SHE. Naess iwedekeeres . Kaycee 
Bells of San Raquel........ Peer 
My Sunshine.......... Southern 
City Called Heaven....... Berlin 





Jerry King 
Ultimatum To 


ASCAP on Discs 


Los Angeles, Nov. 3. 





ASCAP publishers give them a longer | 
licensing term than one year, Jerry 





|of National 
| casters here. 


loutfit would record ASCAP music| required. 








SPA GLEARS WAY 
TOTATUS CHANGE 


If Membership Prefers Asso- 
ciation Be Re-Converted 
Into Labor Union It Will 
Go Through in Near 
Future — BMI Ownership 
by Music’s Chief Customer 
Is a Factor 





CAESAR TO RETIRE 


The executive council of the Song- 
writers Protective Association at a 
meeting in New York last week 
voted to take a step toward concert- 
ing the organization into a union 
should the general membership so 
elect. The action followed the urging 
of an SPA contingent that the asso- 
ciation recognize the demand for 
unionization that has surged up from 
the ranks of writers as a result of the 
lessons derived from the recent fight 
between ASCAP and the radio in- 
terests. The advocates of a songwrit- 
ers union have expressed particular 
concern over the fact that music’s 
biggest user, radio, intends to con- 
tinue subsidizing its own music set- 
up, BMI. 

The SPA council, after listening to 
those members who favored chang- 
ing the association’s complexion, au- 
thorized Irving Caesar, president, to 
appoint a committee to confer with 
John Schulman, SPA counsel, on re- 
vising the by-laws so that if the 
members prefer unionization the 
proper setup will be available for 
immediate introduction. In his ap- 
pointments to the committee Caesar 
made sure to include all those SPA 
members that appeared before the 
council to press the union issue. 

During the course of the meeting | 
Caesar remarked that he was anxious | 
to resign as president of the organi- 
zation so that he could devote more 
time to his other interests, such as a 
Broadway show, a radio program | 





Coast transcriptions manufacturers | 
are threatening court action unless | 


King stated at the regional meeting | 
Association of Broad- | cil picked a successor who could give | 
He said that no disc| all the time and energy that the post | 


and a publishing firm. His activities 
|between the SPA and ASCAP, of} 
| which he is a director, has been, he 
| said, absorbing too much of his time, 
and he would appreciate if the coun- 


Caesar has headed the 


until the mechanical rights question| SPA for five years. 


was settled. 


| Waxers said they had no quarrel | Caesar, 


The committee appointed by 


with himself as 


with the annual payment of $15 per| member, consists of Stanley Adams, 


censing agreement 
| copyright provisions. 


is contrary 


but insist that a one-year li-| chairman, 
to| Lawrence, 


Cogane, Jack 
Redmond, Edgar 
Meyer. 


Nelson 
John 
| Leslie and George W. 


+; 


No ASCAP Elections Until April; 
Sidestep Showdown on Buck's 
Refusal to Give Up Presidency 





Gilbert on Gene Buck 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Most representative Coast mem- 
bers of ASCAP called on me on ar- 
rival and are up in arms on publish- 
ers’ attempt to remove Gene Buck. 
They’re greatly concerned at attempt 
of this same group to interject them- 
selves into exclusive writers’ prob- 
lems, such as classification and re- 
lief, 

Greatly disturbed at reluctance of 
Board to pay necessary expenses for 
out-of-town members which makes 
it a hardship for them to come to 
New York often and vote on im- 
portant matters. Meeting was not 
called by me, but turned into rump 
convention of what was originally 
intended as a visit. 

L. Wolfe Gilbert. 


Zaret Explains 
The Songwriters 
Guild of America 


—_————— 





New York. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

In the last two issues of ‘Variety’ 
two items covered the meeting and 
organizational activity of a group of 
songwriters characterized therein as 





ex-officio | 


the Songwriters Guild of America. 
| I would like to take this opportunity 
to clarify and correct some of the 
statements made concerning this 
group, and give a brief resume of its 
history. 

On Nov. 3, 1941, a group of ap- 
proximately 90 songwriters, consist- 
| ing of both ASCAP and non-ASCAP 
writers, met in Edison Hall to dis- 
cuss ways and means of furthering 
the interests of songwriters, and to 
explore the possibility of a song- 
writers’ organization which would 
in the broadest possible sense pro- 
|mote and protect the resources and 
|income of the songwriters of Ameri- 
ca. 

Three speakers, namely Hy Zaret, 
|Fred Wise and Henry Katzman, re- 
| spectively, addressed the group, and 
presented in general the problems 


(Continued on page 62) 





Because the publisher members of 
the board found they could not count 


a sufficient number of writer-di- 
rectors to go along with them on the 
election of a new president, the 
ASCAP board last Wednesday (19) 
voted to postpone the election of new 
officers until next April. The pres- 
ent officers will meanwhile remain 
in office. Approval of a new ticket 
would require a two-thirds vote of 
the board, which consists of 12 pub- 
lishers and 12 writers. 


As last Wednesday’s board meeting 
approached adjournment Irving 
Caesar suggested that the directors 
give Gene Buck, the presirent, a vote 
of confidence, but nothing came of 
the proposal other than a momen- 
tary flareup from Jerome Kern. A 
committee of publishers had the 
week before called on Buck and 
asked him if he would voluntarily 
resign the presidency if a substan- 
tial retirement salary for life could 
be arranged for him. Buck an- 
swered in the negative, stating that 
the writers wanted him to stick. 

The publisher group on the ASCAP 
board favors putting the presidency 
On a strictly non-salary basis. Buck’s 
present annual stipend is $35,000. 





U.S. Army Inquiring 
Whether Soldiers Prefer 
Old Man Mose to Mozart 


Washington, Nov. 25. 

Whether the average U. S. soldier 
prefers Mozart or contemporary 
discords is the objective of an un- 
'precedented psychological research 
chore contemplated by the War De- 
partment. Musical tastes of the 
draftees will be tested at various 
camps to see what kind of enter- 
tainment should be furnished as part 
of the morale-lifting efforts. 

Recorded programs are to be 
played under different sets of cir- 





cumstances to cross-section groups. 
Note-takers will observe the reaction 
| to classical, popular, light opera, in- 
| strumental, vocal and other types of 
|fare. Camp recreation officers and 
|chaplains will plan the programe, to 
|be built around soldiers with musi- 
| cal knowledge who will pick the re- 
| cordings and serve as critics. The 
| Carnegie Corp. and the Army-Navy 


| 


(Continued on page 48) 
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James, $68,000, Herman, 506, N. Y. 
Wows; Scat Davis-Andrews Big 316 
In Pitt, Bradley Good 156, Mpls. 


(Estimates for This Week) ; with most of pull figured in stage 


Mitchell Ayres, Brooklyn—(Strand;) Dill. ‘Rags to Riches’ (Rep) is screen 
2,800; 30-40-50-55). Stage show con- fare. Mighty ay arr 
tinues to draw here for four days|_ Joe Sanders, a ey ae” Santon 
house is open each week, with Sally | 3.000; 20-40-55). Paired with Maj 
Rand giving the needed boost cur-| Bowes’ unit on stage and ‘Night of 


m irls About Town’, Jan. 16° (Par). Only fair $12,500. 
_— on Fam ye $13 oa Orrin Tucker, Cleveland—( Palace; 


‘ ‘ | 3.700: 30-35-42-55). Coupled with 
we Bradley, ry gegene te  N (Col). Picture well liked 
pheum; 2,000; 38-44-55) plus vau “\here, with Tucker-Bonnie Baker 


and ‘Appointment for Love’ (U).| likewise a draw; great $19,500. 
Bradley’s first appearance here and | 


he’s clicking impressively. Opened| 
on Thanksgiving, instead of 
Friday. Stretching toward 
$15,000. 

Duke Ellington, Los Angeles—-(Or- ! 
pheum; 2,260; 30-44-55). ‘Mercy | 


Island’ (Rep). Is a good ‘downtown’ 
draw, and after many slow weeks, | 
acting as_ shot-in-the-arm for ex- | 

cellent $15,000. | ' 

Skinnay Ennis, Los Angeles—(Par- (Esti 
amount; 3,595; 30-44-55). ‘Skylark’ | Van Alexander-Tommy Reynolds 
(Par). Sharing full credit with pic | (Raymor-riaymor B., Boston, Nov. 
for the draw that’s keeping this| 21). Coupled In twin-danceries, this 
combo site leading the town with! pair drew 1,700 Friday night at 65c- 
top $27,000. |55¢ for okay $1,020. 

Johnnie (Scat) Davis, Pittsburgh— Count Basie (Lyonhurst B., Marl- 
(Stanley; 3,800; 30-44-60-66). With| boro, Mass., Nov. 19). Basie proved 
‘One Foot in Heaven’ (WB) and the| fine draw, pulling close to 1,000 at 
Andrews Sisters. Davis has a de-| $1.10. Next night (20) band moved 
cided following here, but the An-| into Symphony Hall, Boston, and got 
drews Sisters, who nearly broke a| walloping 3,000 at $1.10. 
record here last time around in July, | Henry Busse (Century Room, Tul- 
must be credited with bulk of draw.| sa. Okla.. Nov. 21). Busse drew neat 
And they in turn can give some| 1,207 here at $1.12 per; at Blossom 
credit to the film, Should all add! Heath, Oklahoma City (23) band 
up to wow $31,000. drew okay 1,150 at $1. 

Erskine Hawkins, Philadelphia —| Glen Gray (Totem Pole B., Au- 
(Earle; 2,768; 35-46-57-68-75). Plus; burndale, Mass.. Nov. 17-22). Big 
Four Inkspots. With‘ Night of Janu-| Thanksgiving Eve and night meant 
ary 16’ (Par). Entire combo racking 
up pluperfect $31,000 and may dupli- 








tionally fine ninth week gross of 


“S" Basie Draws 1,000 Hoofers in Ballroom, 
Then 3,000 Ears to Symphony Hall 


18.600 dancers on week, for excep- | 


Toronto, Nov. 25. 


| Election of officers of the Musical 
| Protective Society of Canada for the 


coming year has Elwood Hughes, 


| general manager of the Canadian 
National Exhibition, in as president; 
| T. J. Bragg, of Odeon Theatres (N. 
L. Nathanson’s new chain 
houses across Canada}, as chairman 
| of the board of directors. John A. 
| Cooper, president of the Motion Pic- 
ture Distributors’ and Exhibitors’ 
Association, is vice-president and 
Gordon Dalgliesh is sec- 


| treasurer, 


retary. 

| Directors include Narcisse Thi- 
'vierge, of the Canadian Association 
| of Broadcasters; Jack Connell and 


| Howard Fox, both of the Hotel As- | 


sociation of Ontario. 


mates) 


Aud., Worcester, 
De Molay hop. 

Dick Stabile (Ritz B., Bridgeport. 
Conn., Nov. 20). Helped largely by 
holiday (Thanksgiving) Stabile drew 
solid 1,100 at 88c. 

Shep Fields (Ritz B., Bridgeport, 
Conn., Nov. 23). Coming in after 
Dick Stabile played Thanksgiving 
didn’t help Fields; fair 885 dancers 
at 88c. 

Jerry Wald-Ray Harrington (Ray- 
mor-Playmor B., Boston, Nov. 22). 
Wald’s new band, with local crew, 
accounted for 2,200 hoofers at 65c-55c 
for neat $1,320. 

Ina Ray Hutton (Brookline Coun- 
try Club, Philly, Nov. 22). First 
dance under new Saturday night 


Mass., at annual 








sions at $1 per. 





of 60, 


policy snared satisfactory 600 admis- 


Musical Pro octive Society | <a 
‘ Elects yea one. Bands at Ho tel B. Q .s 





| NEW YORK 


| (Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 

charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels 
poo business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
| room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
| holiday price.) 


Covers Total 

Band Hotel Pinyed Week conn, 
Eddy Duchin*..... Waldorf (400; $1-$1.50)............. 7 2,225 14,425 
Benny Goodman*.New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 6 2,100 12.400 
Harry James...... Lincoln (200; 75c-$1)............... 10 925 8,600 
Henry King ......Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. 2 200 625 
Ray Kinney*......Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........... 32 1575 43,400 
Glenn Miller ....Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1).......... 7 3,025 15,875 
Vaughn Monroe’*....Commodore (400; 75c-$1)............ 7 1,675 8,500 


*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 


. Chicago 

Les Brown (Blackhawk, 400; $1.25 min.). 
established Chicago and midwest name. 
people. 

Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). With 
Thanksgiving an absolute turn-away Williams continued to pound out big 
business at Empire Room; 4,200 people last week. 

Lou Breese (Chez Paree, 500; $3-$3.50 min.). Joe E. Lewis is gone and 
now it’s Lou Holtz headlining. Means more b.o. pressure on Breese band, 
|; Came through in holiday week to great 4,800 customers. 

Jack Teagarden (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 700; $1-$2.50 min.). 
Teagarden band last appeared here in the Blackhawk. In first week in 
this basement spot came through with snappy b.o. showing; 3,300 visitors. 

Art Kassel (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Heft eat- 
ing play for tre Thanksgiving days brought take up sharply, with 2,600 
customers. 


Pacing steadiiy, Brown is now 
Last week powdered to fine 3,000 





Los Angeles 


Ray Noble (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). 
so hefty at 2,200 covers. 

Carl Ravazza (Biltmore; 1,150; minimum, $1-$1.50). There’s plenty coin 
being spent in town and this tavern is getting its share. Should check 
around 5,500 on the week. Phil Harris opens Dec. 29. 

Alvino Rey-King Sisters (Palladium: 6,000; 55c-83c). Just can’t catch 
On like those before him and may have to call it 7,500. Stan Kenton 
follows. 

Bob Crosby (Trianon, South Gate; 800; 55c-75c). Clicking merrily; week 
| should add up to around 8,000 payees. This end of town is up to its ears in 
| defense coin. . 

Harry Owens (Roosevelt: 300; 75c-$1). Back to his old stand, “which 
| hasn’t been tenanted since he left a year ago. Pulled 900 covers on his 


Helped by the holiday but not 





ane 





cate last year’s feat of setting up 


house band fecord of $32,500. Credit | 


about evenly divided between Haw- 
kins and the Spots, with screen fare 
adding only a little to the draft. 
Woody Herman, New York — 
(Strand; 2,756; 35-55-75-85-99). With 
‘They Died With Their Boots On’ 
(WB). 
man and the Errol Flynn-Olivia de 
Havilland names spelling big b.o., 
$50,000 or near sighted. 


Harry James, New York — (Para- 


Combination of Woody Her-| 


Holds over. 


$13,920, its best yet, at $1.45 couple. 

Gene Krupa (Arcadia B., Provi- 
dence, R. I., Nov. 21). 
swell 2.200 dancers for gross of $2,- 
|342. Two days before (19) he played 
Police Relief Assoc. ball at Boston, 
| Mass., Garden which drew, 10,060 at 
$1. 

Fletcher Henderson (Peony Park, 
Omaha, Nov. 23). Henderson crew 
pecere ‘good’ $880 from 
imately 1,100 dancers at 80c. 

Will Osborne (U. 


of Minnesota, 


Nov. 19). Intra-frat 


Krupa pulled | 


| 


approx- | 


| 


| 
| 


first week and should build at this upper Hollywood Blvd. spot. 
Ted Weems (Casa Manana; Culver City: 2,000; 55c). Got a lift from 
holiday mob; 5,500 customers is over average. Horace Heidt in Dec. 12. 
Jimmy Grier (Florentine Gardens; 75c-$1.50). Another 5,500 and the 
| credit to Nils Granlund’s floor revue. 


Band Bookings 


Gene Krupa, Dec. 1, Lakewood | 
Park, Mahanoy City, Pa.: 7, Aud., | 
Trenton, N. J.: 20, Sports Arena, 
Rochester, N. Y.; 22, private party,| Paul Whiteman (Rose Room, Palace Hotel, 500; 50c-$1.50). 
Cleveland. | 2,206 covers on the seventh frame. Whiteman’s eight-week sojourn will 

Jan Savitt, Dec. 14, Myers Lake | finish (29) simultaneously with arrival of Henry Busse, overlap giving 
Park. Canton, O.: 15, Arena. Toronto. | Palace two name bands for Big Game night. 

Can..: 16; Waldemeer Park, Erie, Pa.; | ~ ie a 





Gp 


San Francisco 
Picked up 














mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). With | Minneapolis, 
Ray Bolger in person, ‘Skylark’ (Par)| hop, attendance limited to members; 
on screen. Balanced draw here and| Osborne played for 850 dancers at 
socko at $68,000 on first seven days| $1.60 per, aggregating $1,360 
through last night (Tues,). Two ad-| Louis Prima (Aud.. Webster, Mass.. 
ditional weeks are scheduled. Nov. 19). Town stiil experimenting 
Johnny Long, Washington—(Earle;| with name crews; Prima’s 800 dancers 
2,216; 28-39-44-66). ‘They Died With! at $1 satisfied promoters. 
Their Boots On’ (WB) is rated the! Jan Savitt (Roseland-State B.. Bos- 


real magnet. Sock $24,000 on eight | ton. Nov. 21). Coupled with Al, 


18, U. of Maryland, College Park. 
| Tommy Tucker, Dec. 11, party, Re- 


|vere Beach, Boston; 19, Citadel, 
Charleston, S. C.; 20, party, Augusta, 
Ga.: 21, Paramount theatre, Ashe- 


| ville, N. C.; 22, party, Shelby, N. C. 

| Bob Chester, Dec. 19, RCA-Victor 
party, Camden, N. 
| Providence, R. I.; 21, 
'tre, New Haven. 


Shubert thea- 


Louis Prima, Dec. 14, Shubert the- 
New Haven; 21, Manhattan Cen- 


jatre, 


days. - | ‘Polka King,” local. band, Savitt ac- | 
Jimmie Lunceford, Newark —/counted for 1,300 at 75c for okay $975. | 
(Adams; 2,000; 25-35-50-60). Bill |Two days before (19) Savitt drew 


Robinson is helping band’s draw,' 2,500 at $2.50 couple into Memorial 


I DON'T WANT TO SET 
THE WORLD ON FIRE 


Tommy Tucker—(Okeh)—Horace Heidt—(Columbia) 
Vincent Lopez—(Imperial) 


Guy Lombardo—(DECCA) 
Iak Spots—(DECCA) 

The Charioteers—(OKER) 
Dick Robertson—(DECCA) 

















Gene Autry—(OKEH) 
Dick Todd—(BLUEBIRD) 
Skinnay Ennis—( VICTOR) 
Bon ‘Bon—( DECC A) 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 
NEW YORK CITY HOLLYWOOD CHICAGO 
1585 Broadway 5834 La Mirada Ave. Woods Theatre Bldg. 








| ter, N. ¥. 
McFarland Twins, Dec. 5, 
|enberg College, Allentown, Pa. 
Xavier Cugat, Dec. 7, 
| Center, N. Y. 
| Cab Calloway, Dec. 12, George F. 
| Pavilion, Johnson City, N. Y.; 
Manhattan Center, N. Y. 

Glen Gray, Dec. 18, week, Central 
theatre, Passaic, N. J. 

Michael Loring, Dec. 11, Flatbush 
theatre, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 19-21, Wind- 
sor theatre, Bronx. 


Manhattan 


altimore; 29, Lycoming 
liamsport, Pa. 

Will Osborne, Dec. 25. week, Strand 
heatre, N. Y 

Charhe Spivak, Dec. 1, 


hotel, Wil- 





| atre, Richmond, Va.; 2, State theatre, 


MARKS DROPS SUIT 


J.: 20, Arcadia B., | 


Muehl- | 


24, | 


Johnny Mctee, Dec. 26, Alcazar B., | 


Nat'l the-' 


| Raleigh, N. C.; 3, Nat'l theatre, 
| Greensboro, N. C.; 4, State theatre, 
| Winston-Salem, N. C.; 5-6, Duke U., 
| Durham, N. C.; 8-10, Plymouth the- 
| atre, Worcester, Mass.; 12-14, Metro- 
| politan theatre, Providence. 





Withdraws Action Against Harms on 
‘Little Dutch Garden’ 





E. B. Marks Music Co. has dropped 


the infringement suit which he 
Charlie Spivak, Dec. 19, week, started in the N. Y. federal court 


Earle theatre, Philadelphia. 
| Dick Stabile, Dec. 25, 10 days, To- 
tem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass 


against Harms, Inc., over a year ago 
in connection with the latter’s pub- 
lication, ‘Little Dutch Garden.’ Move 


| Guy Lombardo, Dec. 1, Boston occurred after Marks had been served 
Garden, Boston. with a notice of appearance for ex- 

Johnny McGee, Dec. 12, Temple amination before trial. 

| U., Philadelphia. In his complaint Marks had 

$$ $$$ $_$_$____ charged that the melody of ‘Dutch 

| Garden,’ written by the late Will 

| Don Ricardo and his orchestra at Grocz, had much in common with 


| Youngstown, O., are back in action 
after being absent from the business 
for several months. Betty Gayle has 
| rejoined his unit as vocalist. 


| 


‘Brummel Petrus’ (‘Jolly Peter’), by 
M. Werner Kersten, which was pub- 
lished some years before the Grocz 
number. 




















‘Music with the STRONG Appeal’ 


BOB STRONG 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
UNCLE WALTER’S DOG HOUSE 
NBC-RED 

M.C.A, 


| TREAT TIME 
CBS 








Management: 
































THE MERRY MACS - ALVINO REY AND THE KIN¢ 


By CHARLIE TOBIAS and AL LEWIS 


TOBIAS 


West Coast Rep.: HARRY TOBIAS 
930 N. Sweetzer Ave., Hollywood, Cal. 


1250 -6th Ave. 








HAVE YOU HEARD? ... KATE SMITH - BING CROSBY - CONNIE BOSWELL - FREDDIE MARTIN - EDDIE CANTOR - TOMMY TUCKER 
THORNHILL .- 
BEN BERNIE - VINCENT LOPEZ - GRACIE FIELDS - AND MANY OTHERS FEATURE .. . 


THE NOVELTY SONG THAT IS SWEEPING THE COUNTRY 


ROSE O’DAY 


(The Filla-Ga-Dusha Song ) 


y SISTERS - CLAUDE 


& LEWIS, MUSIC PUBLISHERS 


Suite 403—New York 


Eastern Rep.: JACK RICHMOND 


ART JARRETT AND THE SMOOTHIES 


FOR MATERIAL WRITE, WIRE 


City—CI. 6-0038 


Midwest Rep.: CHARLIE TOBIAS 
Sherman Hotel, Chicago, Ill. 
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SONGWRITERS’ UNION PENDS 





~ ASCAP Now Has 391 Licensees 





ASCAP has licensed 168 stations 


society’s repertoire on their facilities Oct. 30. The 168 outlets do not 
include the 20 stations owned or operated between NBC and Columbia 


themselves. 


With the 203 stations that held ASCAP licenses prior to the net- 
work’s settlement added, the number of stations now on the ASCAP 
licensee list totals 391. Of the indie 168 stations licensed since Oct. 30 
only 16 elected to make it a per program agreement. 
took the blanket license, The quota of per-programers figures slightly 


under 10%. 


Prior to Jan. 1, 1941, ASCAP’s station licensee list varied from 675 


to 700. 





Writer Classification Method an Issue 


Incumbent Representatives Disinclined to Change 


ASCAP Ratings System 


since NBC and CBS resumed the 


All the others 








Tne ASCAP board of directors 
met Monday (24) in New York to 
consider the by-law amendments 
which are to be submitted to the 
semi-annual meeting of the society’s 
membership which wlil be held at 
the Astor hotel, N. Y., this Monday 
(1). Some of the proposals had to 
do with methods for revising writer 
classifications. With the present 
writer contingent on the ASCAP 
board, which doubles as the classifi- 
eation committee, showing no incli- 
nation for changing the rating 
method, a strong movement has de- 
veloped among the writer ranks to 
force revision by providing for a 
comprehensive system within the 
ASCAP by-laws. 

One of the by-laws which the 
membership meeting will be asked 
to pass on comes from the Society’s 
current executive committee. This 
by-law provides for a two-thirds 
vote of the entire ASCAP member- 
ship before any amendment can be- 
come valid. Under the present by- 
laws an amendment need receive 
only 51% of the membership’s votes. 
Purpose of the change is a better 
weighted vote. As the system now 
stands the writer or the publisher 
faction can have a measure favor- 
able to one side passed tf either 
faction is successful in obtaining a 
100% vote from its own faction plus 
1% of the votes of the other faction. 





BEN EDWARDS’ NEW TASK 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week Ending Nov. 22) 





Tonight We Love..... . Maestro 
Shepherd’s Serenade....Mayfair 
Set World on Fire........Cherio 


-. 2 | eee eee-. Willson 
Concerto for Two.......Shapiro 
Elmer’s Tune..... ++...-RObDbins 
Two in Love........ J. Campbell 
Found You in Rain....... Porgie 
Chattanooga Choo Choo....Feist 
pO eer ee Majestic 
This Love of Mine...... Embassy 
Wah. Séadeeeedeckcavue . Kaycee 
Bells of San Raquel........ Peer 
My Sunshine.......... Southern 
City Called Heaven....... Berlin 





Jerry King 
Ultimatum To 


ASCAP on Discs 


Los Angeles, Nov. BM. 





are threatening court action unless 
ASCAP publishers give them a longer 
licensing term than one year, Jerry 
King stated at the regional meeting 


} 


Coast transcriptions manufacturers | f 
‘between the SPA and ASCAP, of | writers, met in Edison Hall to dis- 


which he is a director, has been, he} cuss ways and means of furthering 








SPA GLEARS WAY 
TUOTATUS CHANGE 


ee 


If Membership Prefers Asso- 
ciation Be Re-Converted 
Into Labor Union It Will 
Go Through in Near 
Future — BMI Ownership 
by Music’s Chief Customer 
Is a Factor 





CAESAR TO RETIRE 


The executive council of the Song- 
writers Protective Association at a 
meeting in New York last week 
voted to take a step toward concert- 
ing the organization into a union 
should the general membership so 
elect. The action followed the urging 
of an SPA contingent that the asso- 
ciation recognize the demand for 
unionization that has surged up from 
the ranks of writers as a result of the 
lessons derived from the recent fight 
between ASCAP and the radio in- 
terests. The advocates of a songwrit- 
ers union have expressed particular 
concern over the fact that music’s 
biggest user, radio, intends to con- 
tinue subsidizing its own music set- 
up, BMI. 

The SPA council, after listening to 
those members who favored chang- 
ing the association’s eomplexion, au- 
thorized Irving Caesar, president, to 
appoint a committee to confer with 
John Schulman, SPA counsel, on re- 
vising the by-laws so that if the 
members prefer unionization the 
proper setup will be available for 
immediate introduction. In his ap- 
pointments to the committee Caesar 
made sure to include all those SPA 
members that appeared before the 
council to press the union issue. 


Caesar remarked that he was anxious 
to resign as president of the organi- 
zation so that he could devote more 
time to his other interests, such as a 
Broadway show, 
and a publishing firm. His activities 


gaid, absorbing too much of his time, 





of National Association of Broad-| 





Ben Edwards has taken over the 
management of Ked Star Songs, Inc. 

He was the manager of the Paul- | 
Pioneer Music Corp. for the past 
three years, 





casters here. 
outfit would 


cil picked a successor who could give 


He said that no disc| all the time and energy that the post | 
record ASCAP music| required. 


Caesar has headed 


until the mechanical rights question| SPA for five years. 


was settled. 


| Waxers said they had no quarrel | | Caesar, 


appointed by 
ex-officio 


committee 
with himself as 


| The 


with the annual payment of $15 per| member, consists of Stanley Adams, 


Jack 


+. 


No ASCAP Elections Until April; 
Sidestep Showdown on Buck’s 
Refusal to Give Up Presidency 





Gilbert on Gene Buck 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Most representative Coast mem- 
bers of ASCAP called on me on ar- 
rival and are up in arms on publish- 
ers’ attempt to remove Gene Buck. 
They’re greatly concerned at attempt 
of this same group to interject them- 
selves into exclusive writers’ prob- 
lems, such as classification and re- 
lief. 

Greatly disturbed at reluctance of 
Board to pay necessary expenses for 
out-of-town members which makes 
it a hardship for them to come to 
New York often and vote on im- 
portant matters. Meeting was not 
called by me, but turned into rump 
convention of what was originally 
intended as a visit. 

L. Wolfe Gilbert. 


Zaret Explains 
The Songwriters 
Guild of America 


—_———— 





New York. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 
In the last two issues of ‘Variety’ 
two items covered the meeting and 





a radio program | 


organizational activity of a group of 
songwriters characterized therein as 
'the Songwriters Guild of America. 
I would like to take this opportunity 


During the course of the meeting/to clarify and correct some of the 


statements made concerning this 
group, and give a brief resume of its 
history. 

On Nov. 38, 1941, a group of ap- 
proximately 90 songwriters, consist- 
|ing of both ASCAP and non-ASCAP 


the interests of songwriters, and to 


and he would appreciate if the coun-| explore the possibility of a song- 


| writers’ organization which would 
in the broadest possible sense pro- 


the | mote and protect the resources and 


l|income of the songwriters of Ameri- | 
ca. 

Three speakers, namely Hy Zaret, 
|Fred Wise and Henry Katzman, re- 


| spectively, addressed the group, and 


Because the publisher members of 
the board found they could not count 


a sufficient number of writer-di- 
rectors to go along with them on the 
election of a new president, the 
ASCAP board last Wednesday (19) 
voted to postpone the election of new 
officers until next April. The pres- 
ent officers will meanwhile remain 
in office. Approval of a new ticket 
wouid require a two-thirds vote of 
the board, which consists of 12 pub- 
lishers and 12 writers. 


As last Wednesday's board meeting 
approached adjournment Irving 
Caesar suggested that the directors 
give Gene Buck, the presirent, a vote 
of confidence, but nothing came of 
the proposal other than a momen- 
tary flareup from Jerome Kern. A 
committee of publishers had the 
week before called on Buck and 
asked him if he would voluntarily 
resign the presidency if a substan- 
tial retirement salary for life could 
be arranged for him. Buck an- 
swered in the negative, stating that 
the writers wanted him to stick. 

The publisher group on the ASCAP 
board favors putting the presidency 
on a strictly non-salary basis. Buck’s 
present annual stipend is $35,000. 





U.S. Army Inquiring 
Whether Soldiers Prefer 
Old Man Mose to Mozart 


Washington, Nov. 25. 
Whether the average U. S. soldier 
prefers Mozart or contemporary 
discords is the objective of an un- 








'precedented psychological research 
‘chore contemplated by the War De- 
partment. Musical tastes of the 
draftees will be tested at various 
camps to see what kind of enter- 
| tainment should be furnished as part 
| of the morale-lifting efforts. 
Recorded programs are to be 


played under different sets of cir- 
cumstances to cross-section groups. 
| Note-takers will observe the reaction 





'to classical, popular, light opera, in- 
| strumental, vocal and other types of 
fare. Camp recreation officers and 


|chaplains will plan the programe, to 
| be built around soldiers with musi- 
|cal knowledge who will pick the re- 
| cordings and serve as critics. The 


Lennie Hayton conducting the| tune but insist that a one-year li-|chairman, Nelson Cogane, 
score for the Metro picture, ‘Johnny|censing agreement is contrary to|Lawrence, John Redmond, Edgar | presented in general the problems | | Carnegie Corp. and the Army-Navy 
Eager.’ | copyright provisions. | Leslie and George W. Meyer. (Continued on page 62) (Continued on page 48) 
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but with 


Reverse, done similarly, 
Dorsey sax solos preceding Eberle, 
is not in the ‘Magic’ class. 


Sammy Kaye: ‘Honeybunch’— 
‘This Is No Laughing Matter’ (Vic. 
27666). Another of the Hearst tie- 
up tunes, ‘Honeybunch’ will stand up 
on counter sales under the exploita- 
tion it got, but it isn’t too strong for 
boxes. It’s cute, rhythmically done 
and sung by Kaydets. Coupling, a 
good tune, is stronger and will sell 
on its merits). Tommy Ryan vocals. 





Dean Hudson: ‘Blitzkrieg’—‘You're 
Gone’ (Okeh 6460). Every so often 
someone gets a bright idea, and 
something like the first is the sad 
result. Almost all drum solo, of a 
dull pattern, the side is a waste of 
time. Hudson’s just getting a record 
start; such stuff doesn't help. Tommy 
Dorsey’s ‘Smile Again’ was formula 
for ‘Gone.’ Vocalled by Hudson and | 
Dixie Debs, it’s neat and much the | 
better side. 





It'll sell on counters. | 





Irv Carroll: ‘There Ain’t Any | 
Chorus’—‘Bartender Song’ (Blue, 
11346). One of lyric lines in first 
reads ‘There ain’t any reason to this 
song.’ That’s all. Carrolleers vocal. 
Reverse is okay, vocalled by Al Jen- 
nings and Carrolleers, a tune suitable | 
for some boxes. This is Carroll’s 
initial recording; his band sounds 
weak. 





Benny Goodman: ‘Shady Lady 
Bird’—‘Buckle Down Winsocki’ (Col. 
36429). From ‘Best Foot Forward,’ 
first tune gets exceptionally listen- 
able jump treatment. Goodman's 
clarinet stands out sharply; band is 
relaxed and tempo’s fine. It should 
sell al! around though its not strong 
from a melodic viewpoint. Peggy 
Lee vocals. Reverse is lightweight 
material for Goodman. College cheer 
melody of a sort, it’s not very good 
from any angle. 





Connie Boswell: ‘Stormy Weather’ 
—Gee, But I Hate to Go Home| 
Alone’ (Decca 4046). Miss Boswell | 
taps bell with ease with the stand- | 
ard. It’s perhaps best thing she’s 
done lately. It increases its wallop 
as it spins. Sales should be just as 
solid. Coupling gets better more it’s 
played. Plaintive ballad melody, | 
she imparts to it all the Boswell | 
vocal qualities. 


Jan Savitt: ‘Little Fugue’—‘In Hall | 
of Mountain King’ (Vic. 27670). Not 
stuff for boxes, but Savitt’s treat- 
ment of ‘Fugue’ makes good listen- | 
ing and it should sell on counters. 
Well played and tastefully arranged, 
it’s done at moderate tempo first 
half, then driven out. ‘King’ breaks 
hotly and maintains the pace. It’s 
fair. No vocals. 








Les Brown: ‘As We Walk Into 
Sunset’ — ‘Pushin’ Along’ (Okeh 
6457). First is unusual from band 


like Brown’s. Arranged almost en- 
tirely in slow, deliberate glee club 
style, bandmen with and behind 
Ralph Young, the treatment of good 
new pop is so different and so like- 
able it may prove a surprise click 
in boxes. It's not likely, however, 


, 


| Modernaires. 


| versions, however. 








best sales will probably be counters, 
Betty Bonney vocals reverse, an 
average moderate jum; piece. 


Glenn Miller: ‘Dreamsville, Ohio’—— | 


‘Papa Niccolini’ (Blue, 11342). With 
heavy air-plugging pop ballad on 
first side has a fine chance to be a 
seller all around. It has machine 
possibilities. It’s done smoothly 
by Miller, using Ray Eberle and 


elty scheduled for 
Tex Beneke and Modernaires vocal 
in two tempo style and it ali adds up 
as a commercial possibility. 





Harry James: ‘Man with Lollypop 
Song’—‘Rancho Pillow’ (Col. 36430). 
Initia] gander at first side’s label is 
an eye-brow lifter. An unusual nov- 


lelty for James to try, and there's 


nothing about it that suggests much 
of a box, or counter sale, but at least 
it’s better than expected because of 
Dick Haymes’ vocal. James trumpet 
breaks are short. Thinly arranged 
reverse isn’t much better, also held 
upright by Haymes’ fine vocal. Both 
sides waste good recording space. 





Johnny Long: ‘Shepherd Serenade’ 
—‘I Wish I Had a Sweetheart’ (Decca 
4017). Improving in popularity all 
the time, Long is being given good 
material. ‘Shepherd,’ neat tune with 
good possibilities, is well done and 
good counter and box reaction is 
probable. Bob Houston vocals well. 
Reverse, however, is side to watch. 
New tune comparable to fave old- 
time barroom ballads, it should find 
many a turntable. Houston vocals 
again. 





Vaughn Monroe: ‘Shrine of St. 
Cecilia’ — ‘Fraidy Cat’ 
11344). Monroe gives, first, an ex- 
ceptionally pretty melody first re- 
corded by Al. Donahue, a good 
going-over, one that should sell the 


side to boxes and on _ counters. 
Tune’s getting increasing attention 
jand plugging from various name 


bands. There isn’t much difference 
between Donahue’s and Monroe's 
Reverse, another 
novelty, is fair. 
roe vocals. 


U.S. Army 


| as CONtinued from page 47 























Committee on Welfare & Recreation 
are cooperating. 

The War Dept. explained that at- 
tempts were made at several eamps 
to whet soldier appetites for ‘high- 
brow’ music. At Fort Meade, in 
nearby Maryland, attendance curve 
went up during a series of recorded 
classical concerts. If the reaction is 
backed up in other places, the 
Army’s morale branch expects to ex- 
pand the proportion of serious com- 
positions served the military es- 
tablishment and supplement juke- 





boxes with heavier stuff. 


Tests are being made at two other 
suburban camps, Fort Belvoir and 
Fort Myer, Va., which have large 
numbers of boys from all sections 
and strata. 


(Bluebird | 





| 
| 


Robbins Puts Legal 
Chill on More People 


In Ice Show Suit 


Sonia Henie Topvin~. Selma Henie, | 


Virginia Wadsworth Wirtz, James D. 
Norris, Elizebeth Norris an? Leif 
Henie have been added as defend- 
ants to a suit against the Center 
Theatre. Sonert Productions, fnc., 
and Arthur M. Wirtz. bv Robbins 


; Music Corp. and 20th Century Mu- 


Reverse is a cute nov- | 


| 





| 


| turned 


sic Corp. Judge John C. Knox al- 
lowed the plaintiffs to serve the new 


box attention. | gefendants on the statement that all 


additional names were engaged in 
the management and production of 
‘It Happened on Ice.’ 

Suit charges the unauthorized use 
by the defendants of songs belong- 
ing to Robbins and 20th Century and 
asks an accounting. Songs used in 
the show which are involved in the 
action are ‘Between You and Me 
and the Lamp Post,” ‘So What Goes,’ 
‘What’s on the Penny,’ ‘Long Ago,’ 
‘The Moon Fell in the River,’ ‘The 
Little Man Who Wasn't There.’ ‘If 
Love Were All,” ‘Down Argentine 
Way.’ 


Music Notes 





Henry Busse is arranging for a de- 
layed publication of ‘It Serves Me 
Right,’ which he and Dick Aurandt 
composed. Ditty had been waxed 
and was approaching the click stage 
when the ASCAP blitz struck, so it 
was never published. Now that 
pease has arrived, song will be pub- 
lished. 





Richard Hageman is signed to 


compose and conduct the score of, 


‘Shanghai Gesture’ for Arnold Press- 
burger. 





Milton Rosen and Everett Carter 
cleffed ‘There Goes My Romance’ 
and ‘Got Love’ for ‘Mississippi Gam- 


| bler’ at Universal. 





Al Jaxon sold his novelty song, 
‘Vom Vim Veedle,’ to the Merry 


| Macs. 
Tempo lifts; Mon- | 





Johnny Mercer and Harold Arlen 
in the title song for ‘Cap- 


| tains of the Clouds’ at Warners. 


| Gesture,’ 








Richard Hageman writing and di- 
recting the score for ‘The Shanghai 
Arnold Pressburger pic- 
ture for United Artists. 





Chuck Rinker will continue on his 
own in the-music publishing number. 
He had been talking to Edwin H. 
Morris on the proposition of joining 
Mayfair Music Co. as professional 
manager. 





Harry Sanitly, son of Banjo Santley 
and nephew of Lester Santly, has 
joined the professional staff of 
Shapiro, Bernstein, in New York. 

Gladys Shelley and Ruth Cleary 
have placed the tune, ‘A Merry 
Christmas’ with Mercer & Morris. 
Kate Smith has cut it at Columbia 
Recording. 
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Lyric by BENNY DAVIS 
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NCOLN MUSIC CORPORATION 


Published by Special Arrangement with the Author, Richard Llewellyn. 
Inspired by the 20th Century-Fox Production 


HOW GREEN WAS MY VA 


An Up to the Minute Comedy Novelty Just Released 


HE PLAYS GIN RUMMY 


Music by ABNER SILVER 


vvvvvvvvvvvvvVvYVv 


a 
1619 Broadway, New York 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Meredith Willson’s agent, the William Morris office, is in process of 
working out a deal with Jimmy Campbell whereby the latter wil take 
over the publication of ‘Two in Love.’ Campbell kas been representin 
Willsen on ‘You and I’ as well as ‘Two in Love.’ Campbell would coat 
ably also acquire the publication rights of “You & I’ were it not for the 
infringement suit now pending. Shaniro, Bernstein & Co. has brought an 
action against Willson claiming that the melody of ‘You and I is similar to 
a Walter Donaldson tune it published in 1924, 








Tunes finally selected for inclusion in an memorial record album of 
Helen Morgan's songs, to be issued by Victor, are ‘My Bill,’ ‘Can't Help 
Lovin’ Dat Man,’ from ‘Showboat’; ‘Body and Soul,’ ‘Something to Remem- 
ber You By,’ from ‘Three’s a Crowd’; ‘Why Was I Born,’ ‘Don’t Ever Leave 
Me,’ from ‘Sweet Adeline’; ‘More Than You Know,’ from ‘Great Day’: 
‘Give Me a Heart to Sing to,’ from ‘Frankie and Johnny.’ Le 

Eight-side book will be released in few weeks. 


NBC, CBS, Mutual-Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all three 
networks—NBC, CBS and Mutual—as represented by WEAF—WJZ, WABC 
and WOR, N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning Monday- 
through Sunday (Nov. 17-23), from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m., and is based on data 
provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source for the 
music publishing industry. 

TITLE 








PUBLISHER TOTAL 

Sees ee OUR AOE, ook ic cccdcedcdcresscsde ere, |) a 28 
ge ie ey eae ee oe eer” «+. Robbins . . 7 
FE era rere a rerrorm errs, cee OO ae 22 
Chattanooga Choo Choo—?‘Sun Valley Serenade’...Feist .............. 18 
EEN MUIR. os od dos ova’ oS 6% s cee wanl iad aera 17 
RI OT EIS bos codes ooh fics 0 coc cale vnec er'oan BPRORITS .. ..osccccer 16 
*I’m Thrilled..... setese ihe civk es buns ot caeebboned errr 15 
SoU SEM OR IS go fore ss. 5 oa. doe 0b 41a oD DRRRS bG SB ES eS ee 15 
Ne Wr ENN III ong Son ct bere ok 0 05 vs 0dos ee Kwa rE 14 
Se eat OCR eT SON nae ak weak evan cme Re. beheteiAcibete MD. 65k. cea Sakae 14 
ER SF ce ee Ie en ee kt Abin at ue 0 eK J, Campbell......... 14 
Everything I Love—j‘Let’s Face It’................ 2” , 13 
ee NON. 4.5. KL. kbc hao s bac eee eu de hs os ccncewur CIBOOON ..ckscchee 13 
TE SEK CEN ERES. 0s Ov 0690 UW SORE ERO 4 e has 000% bd be bo ROT PR ipa oF 12 
Se EEE, SII cha Feo aciccbortccecevese Radiotunes ........ 12 
Tropical Magic—t‘Week End in Havana’............ Bregman 12 
Bg Be OP en eee ee eee NER Se icuaded 12 
Below the Equator..... Se ee ee eee ee en ee 10 
*Don’t Set World on Fire. PCE. G64 vancx'i eee Ee 
| *Minka 8 Pe a a ne le a Tk: ,. errerere 10 
'Moonlight Masquerade............... Peat Yo)! 10 
NS ae Pe a a ee eae oe Witmark . 10 
PE Re bat atied 14 bd okie hoo fiuts «0 thw een Willson .. 10 





+ F:lmusical. 
t Legitimate. 
* Indicates BMI licensing; others are via ASCAP. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines | 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to VARIETY. Names 
of more than one band or vwocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
and respective publishers.) 





1. Piano Concerto B Flat (11) Maestro 


10 Concerto B Flat (11) Maestro..... Freddy Martin.....Bluebird 
Tonight We Love (5) Maestro adueadeceee Tony Martin..........Decca 
Concerto for Two (1) Shapiro........... | Claude Thornhill. .Coiumbia 

2. Chattanooga Choo-Choo (5) Feist......, | Glenn Miller....... siuspicd 
) Johnny Long..........Decca 

8. I Don’t Want Set World Fire (14) Cherio, § Kspots ........+.4+. Decca 
{Tommy Tucker .,..... Okeh 

4. You Made Me Love You (7) Broadway... Harry James ..... Columbia 
5. Elmer’s Tune (4) Robbins............ }Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 
**“ | Andrews Sisters...... Decca 

6. This Love of Mine (6) Embassy........ {Tommy Dorsey ...... Victor 
y * {Tommy Tucker ....... Okek 

7. Jealous (2) Mills............... ) Andrews Sisters....... seces 
we en {| Tony Martin....,.....Decca 

8. Why Don't We Do This Often (3) Bvc., ) Freddy Martin.....Bluebird 
“| Kay Kyser........ Columbia 

9. Shepherd Serenade (2) Mayfair........ { Bing Crosby..........Decca 
) Andrews Sisters....... Decca 

10. Jim (8) Kaycee { Jimmy Dorsey.,...... Decca 


CeCe Oe eee e see see esreeese 


| Andrews Sisters....... 
DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These records are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing 
in demand on the coin machines.) 


Do You Care? (Campbell)........ _ fLes Brown ........... Okeh 
ee Aer Decca 

Modern Design (Republic)................. Sammy Kaye......... Victor 
B-I-Bi (Rinker)..........eece { Horace Heidi......Columbia 
a * | King Sisters........ Bluebird 

Clementine (Shapiro) ..... cy RWS bos bs Oe Binge Crasty....sccsu Decca 
Shrine of St. Cecelia (Bra ee 5 PSR TY Okeh 
UN). oeeeessevees } Vaughn Monroe.... Bluebird 

By-U-By-O (Majestic) ..rccccscccsscsccecs § Woody Herman....... Decca 


...Columbia 
...-Bluebird 


| Kay Kyser...... 


Cowboy Serenade (Marks)....,..........., / Glenn Miller . 
Russ Morgan 





—— 

















KATE SMITH 


MERCER-MORRIS, INC., PUBLISHERS 


WALTER WINCHELL says “Gladys Shelley and Ruth Cleary’s new song is a dilly’’ 


A MERRY AMERICAN CHRISTMAS 


RECORDED BY 


1619 Broadway 
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ARMY SHOWS 





Camp Shows Won't Undermine Salaries 





Performers, by taking jobs with camp shows at less than their usual 
salaries, will not be lowering their wage scales when they return to 
regular commercial theatres, the country’s five top vaude bookers 
emphasized in a joint statement yesterday (Tuesday). The quintet, of 
Kalcheim of Paramount 
Howard of RKO, Harry Mayer of Warner Bros., Sidney Piermont of 
Loew’s and Jesse Kaye of Fanchon & Marco. They comprise an advi- 
sory committee to Abe Lastfogel, g. m. of the William Morris office, 
who will be in charge of the shows. 

‘Actors must understand,’ the bookers’ statement declared, ‘that 
they will not be pulling their general wage scales down by playing 
the camps at less than they are accustomed to receiving. They are 
entitled to make a contribution to the country’s defense, just as every- 


which Harry 


one else is.’ 


Lastfogel revealed that his agency and, presumably, the other big 
agencies, such as Music Corp. of America, will not take commissions 
on camp show bookings. Whether smaller agencies will be permitted 
to take full or part commissions hasn’t been determined yet, Lastfogel 


said. 


is chairman, includes Bill 











10 USO-Camp Show Units Ready 
For Touring: 4 Start This Week 


vi 





Ten units, including one legiter 
and one all-Negro troupe, have 
now been set by USO-Camp Shows, 
Inc., and are ready to start their 
rounds of Army cantonments and 
naval bases. One will open tomorrow 
(Thursday), another on Friday (28), 
and two more debut Saturday (29). 
Remainder tee off next week and 
the following week, while others are 
in the process of organization. 

One unit, to be produced in Holly- 
wood and made up entirely of people 
recruited from there, will take off at 
Camp Ord, Salinas, Cal. Dec. 9. 
Edward Arnold will be in general 
charge of production. Jim Levine, 
sent out from New York and already 
on the Coast, will be advance man. 
Ada Leonard all-girl unit was 
originally set to open out west, but 
plans were changed because of de- 
sire of Coast CSI committee “to play 
a part. 

Vaude production generally has 
been under supervision of Harry 
Delmar and his two assistants, 
George Oberland and Bert Wishnew. 
Dave Schooler is general musical 
director. In charge of the managers 
and advance men, most of whom 
were named last week, are Saul 
Abraham and John B. Lewis, re- 
spectively. Vic Leighton is booking. 

Abraham will have four super- 
visory assistants on the road, all of 
them chosen from the managers who 
were out with the USO-Citizens 
Committee Mobile units during the 
summer. They'll maintain relations 
with the camp commanders and 
watch performances to keep them up 
to standard. 


Quartet are George 
Oshrin, who will handle Alaska, 
Caribbean and northeastern U. S:.: 
Ken Nichols, south: Al Weisbrod, 


midwest, and Hy Blane, Coast. 
Most of the advance agents and 





| in 





} 


| tempt to include all witnesses and 


| trade. 
}of AGVA, 


company managers have been chosen | 


from Theatrical Managers and 
Agents union rolls. TMA has estab- 
lished an $85 weekly minimum for 
both agents and managers, applying 
the same as for stock and 
limited Capacity houses in New 
York. Regular road scale is $150 for 
(Continued on page 60) 


scale 


6 HOFFMANS LOSE PLEA 
IN NAT NAZARRO SUIT 


:, The Six Hoffmans, theatrical troupe, 
Ost a plea to have a $4,000 breach 
of contract suit against them by Nat 
Nazarro, manager, dismissed in me 
supreme court. Justice Edward R. 
Koch ruled against them and ordered 
& trial. 
, Plaintiff claims to have entered 
Into a Managerial contract with the 
pecendants which they allegedly 
oe in September, 1939, for the 
940-41 seasons. Defendants are, in- 
dividually, Ersilio, Ebe, Wilhelm, 


aapalt, Rosita and Eugenio Hoff- 








Sol Tepper has left Charles Yates 


agency in N. Y. to open his own 
office, 


| that resulted in spreading fist fights 


Shore’s Chez Date 


Chicago, Nov. 25. 

Willie Shore has been set to head- 
line the show in the Chez Paree here 
starting Dec. 24. 

Shore, though Chicago nitery fave 
for years at most of the big cafes 
town, will be making his first 
date at the Chez. 


' 
} 


GRIFFIN FRACAS 
TO GET NEW 
HEARING 


A call is being made this week for 
a special meeting of the national 
board of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, when a new internal 
AGVA crisis will be brought to a 
head. At the meeting, probably to 


be held next Wednesday (Dec. 3), 
Alan Corelli, member of the board 
and Theatre Authority’s executive 


secretary, will demand that a full 
hearing be held on Gerald Griffin’s 
participation in the brawl attending 
the recent opening of new music 
publishing offices by Tommy Dorsey 





in N. Y. 
Hearing, it 


is presumed, will at- 
participants in the fight, which has 
become a whisper-scandal in the 
Griffin, executive secretary 
is alleged to have made 
serious remarks in an argument with 
Harry Goodman (brother of Benny?) 


his brother, 
and Tommy 
and others 


involving Griffin and 
Alexis, on one side, 
Dorsey, Frank Sinatra 
against them. 

Gentle Reminder 
has 


That the Dorsey party affair 


| not been forgotten in the trade was 


| bined Theatrical Crafts 





brought home sharply a few weeks 
ago, when Willie Feinberg, official of 
musicians union N. Y. local 802, re- | 
fused to ‘sit in the same room’ with 
Griffin at a meeting with the’ Com- 
Council. A 
committee from the latter, including 
Griffin, had called on Local 802 to 
support AGVA in its dispute with 
the Park Central hotel. 

The growing antagonism towards 
Griffin is prompting Corelli, among 
others on AGVA’s national board, to 
bring the matter to a head for a full 
airing. The variety performers’ 
union has been having an_ uphill | 
battle as it is, and it’s conceded that 
the Dorsey party affair is making | 
things tougher. 

Griffin has constantly labeled the | 
various versions of the brawl as | 
fabrications and distortions of an | 
argument in which only personali- | 
ties figured. 





| was told 


DEPLETE ACTS 





ADOKERS FEAR 
ACUTE SHORTAGE 


Theatre Talent Buyers Con- 
cerned by Growing Num- 
ber of USO Camp Units, 
Extensive Routes, Good- 
Sized Bills, No Need to 
Pay Commissions 








NET PAY GOOD 





Vaudeville theatre bookers are now 
taking an alarmed stance at the 
growing number of USO Army 
Camp units. Extent of these shows’ 
routes, plus the fact that each in- 
cludes five to six acts, has the thea- 
tre buyers worried that an acute 
shortage of playable talent will soon 
prevail. 

New USO units, nine of which 
start touring next week, are in more 
elaborate format than heretofore, 
using more expensive acts of the 
type that are standard in the stage 
show theatres throughout the coun- 
try. Army units, despite the fact 
that the acts play them at cut-sala- 
ries, are running as high as $3,000 
per week in cost. 

Acts are welcoming the army camp 
routes for several reasons. First 
there’s that long, steady route; (2), 
comparatively good salaries that are 
on a net basis, meaning no booking 
office commissions; (3), inclusion of 
first-class transportation expenses, 
which should bring the acts’ average 
incomes up close to what they earn 
in theatres after all commissions and 
expenses are paid. 

Bookers point to the army camp 
units’ saturation of current available 
vaude acts as another indication that 
development of new stage talent is a 
‘must.’ 





3 Dates in 18 Mos. 
Set for Ink Spots 
At Same Theatre 


Ink Spots (4) are the focal point 
of a very unusual theat: deal for 
these times. Izzy Rappaport, opera- 
tor of the Hippodrome, Baltimore, 
has signed the colored quartet for 
six weeks to be played within the 
next 18 months at the rate of three 
two-week dates and at graduating 
salaries. 

First appearance under the deal is 
dated for two weeks beginning Feb. 
26, when the Spots will get $3,500 
per week. Dates for the subsequent 
two-weekers are not yet set, but the 
quartet will receive $4,500 and $5,000 
weekly on those appearances, 

Rappaport set the deal with Harry 
Lenetska of Moe Gale’s office. 


AGVA Makes Claim Vs. 
Stork Club for Singer 


American Guild of Variety Artists 
has filed a claim against Sherman 
Billingsley’s Stork Club, New York, 
claiming it breached an oral con- 
tract for two weeks with Dacita, 
singer. 

According to AGVA, Dacita was 
already in her makeup and costume, 





| sitting in her dressing room waiting 


for the first show’s start when she 
that she was cancelled. 
Oral deal, it’s claimed, was entered 
into with Billingsley, with latter 
promising a written agreement open- 
ing night. Club claims it’s all a mis- 


| take. 
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RAMONA, DETROIT’S 
MIDWEEK VAUDFILM 


Detroit, Nov. 25. 

One of United Detroit’s biggest 
nabes is experimenting with the 
break away from the solid double- 
features by trying stage shows in 
midweek. The 2,200-seat Ramona 
has moved to single features on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, balancing 
the second feature with an orches- 
tra, four acts, plus augmented shorts. 
It is in contrast with the previous 
policy in nabe houses here, fearful 
of discontinuing the double features 
and which merely grafted on stage 
shows for a bigger bill. 


It is the first definite break away 
from the accepted pattern here and 
takes on added significance since the 
house is one of the United Detroit 
Theatres chain, 


WAR TRAGEDY 
OVERTAKES 
CALGARYS 








Dayton, O., Nov. 25. 

War tragedy crept into the ranks 
of the Ben Bernie unit, appearing 
on the Colonial stage currently, 
when late Friday (21), opening day, 
one of the two Calgary brothers re- 
ceived word of the serious illness 
of his wife. Her illness was the re- 
sult of the suicide of a daughter 
several weeks ago, an act caused 
by grief over the death of the 
daughter’s husband, an officer in the 
Hungarian army, who was killed in 
action in Europe. 

The Calgary brothers 
remain until another act could be 
secured, but left Friday night 
| New York, after the last show when 
| assured that the Lane brothers, 
| ing on from New York, would 
here in time for the opening show 
Saturday. 


agreed to 





be 


| 


PITT NITERY’S 106 





Pittsburgh, Nov. 25. 

Pittsburgh’s newest night club, 
| Trelon Cafe in East Liberty, and the 
adjoining. Elco restaurant, both under 
suffered 





same management, nearly 
$10,000 damage last week when fire, 
breaking out in the forme pot, 
spread to the latter early Wednesday 
morning (19) Extra alat were 
turned in by Fire Chief Nick Phelan 
| when it appeared for a time that 
blaze would also engulf the next- 
door Liberty theatre, a Harris circuit 
house, and the thick business district 


| on Frankstown avenue. 
{ 
| however, held the flames to the Tre- 
lon and Elco, closing both spots down, 
however, for an indefinite period. 
| Trelon had opened only last summer 
| and was featuring bands and shows 
| in a continuous entertainment policy. 
Trelon was managed by Hyman 

| Weinstein, v.p. of the East Liberty 
| Casino Corp., owner and operator of 
| the nitery as well as the Elco. 
| 
| 


Vaude for San Antonio 
San Antonio, Nov. 25. 
To satisfy demands for more stage 
fare, the Interstate Circuit’s Ma- 
| jestic has instituted a policy on Sai- 
urday at its midnight showings. 
Local talent is combined to make 
for a stage revue. 
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| DAMAGE BY FIRE 


Jackpot Possibilities On ‘Revival’ 
Of Vaude Stir Theatre Circuits, But 


Labor Demands Held 


Major Snag 


Tremendous turnout for stage 
shows in various parts of the coun- 
try, wherever vaudeville has been 
brought into picture houses, has con- 
vinced RKO execs and other chain 
operators that a huge jackpot re- 
mains to be tapped with the whole- 
Sale return of vaude. 

Response to name bands and acts 
such as Sally Rand, Andrews Sisters, 
Bill Robinson, Ray Bolger, Martha 
Raye, the Ritz Bros. and others has 
amazed top-ranking theatre men, 
But while building up vaudeville in 
specific situations in response to 
impetus of defense spending, circuit 
heads consider any attempt to re- 
vive live shows on a pre-talking pic- 
ture era basis temporarily unwork- 
able. Hankering to bring vaude back 
in metropolitan centers on solid basis 
is uppermost thought, however. 

One of chief. obstacles to rebuild- 
ing a route embracing key situations 
is the high cost of labor and fears 
of becoming embroiled in disputes 
with labor organizations, according 
to expressions in informed quarters. 
This problem has been considered 
in relation to that of meeting high 
salaries of name bands and perform- 
ers, together with the possibility of 
insufficiency of suitable talent. Off- 
setting these drawbacks is foreseen 
possibility of eliminating giveaways 
and, to some extent, double billing. 

RKO’s Time 

Meantime, RKO has built up eight 
vaudeville stands comprising around 
six weeks of playing time as com- 
pared with around three weeks last 
year. Vaude now goes to RKO 
houses in Columbus, Dayton, Syra- 
cuse, Boston, Cincinnati, Cleveland, 
Rochester and San Francisco. In 
addition there’s a route of one and 
two-nite spots in the metropolitan 
area, including the Royal, Dyker, 
Greenpoint, Bushwick, Tilyou, 
Franklin, Fordham, Proctor’s (New- 





for | 


com- | 


Quick work by the fire department, | 


ark), and Capitol, Union City. Most 
of these RKO houses have been using 
| vaude once weekly for several sea- 
| sons. 

| In virtually all of these situations 
|vaude has displaced money games, 
| but dual billing is something else 
again, particularly in metropolitan 
territories. 

Loew’s has but 
vaude houses, State, New York, and 
Capitol, Washington, same last 
year, but has built up route of N. Y. 
one-nighters last summer 
which includes the following houses: 
Spooner, Willard, Pitkin, Bay Ridce, 


two important 


as 


since 


Borough Park, Prosvect, Coney Is- 
land, Oriental and Bedford. 
Other new vaudeville spots this 


| year for a steady stage show policy 


(all part-time weckly) include 
Strand, Brooklyn; Riviera, New 
York; Hopkins, Minneapolis; Plym- 
outh, Worcester. Among latest 
Gotham houses to book vaude is the 
Queensboro, Elmhurst, L; L, two 
days weekly, while Bronx Opera 
House on Dec. 6 begins using name 
bands weekend 

Bronx Opera House, which has 
played straight pictures for a dec- 
ade, has the only femme house man- 
ager in New York, Christina Brock. 
Charlie Yates booking B. O. H. 
and has, so far, penciled in Ina Ray 
Hutton, Ted Lewis, Jimmie Lunce- 


ford and Will Bradley. House will 
operate at 50c top plus tax. 





Sonja Henie Skater Hurt 


Omaha, Nov. 25. 
World premiere of Sonja Henie’s 
‘Hollywood Ice Review’ at Coliseum 
last week (17) was both premiere 
and closing for 17-year-old Mary 


| Ann Kramer, one of the show’s fea- 





|tured skaters. 


Miss Kramer spilled 
heavily just as she finished_a leap 
over several large balls and was in- 
jured. A doctor in the audience 
made a quick examination and pro- 
nounced her left arm fractured. 

She will rejoin the troupe after 
a three-week’s layoff. 
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Thomson Replies to AGVA’s Attack, 


Repudiates Present Link With Union 





Kenneth Thomson, executive sec- 
retary of the Screen Actors Guild, 
insists that he is not taking any part 
presently in the affairs of the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists, nor is | 
he concerned in the ‘revolt’ of 
AGVA’'s Los Angeles branch. AGVA’s 
national office has stated he ‘was’ a | 
major factor in the ‘revolt.’ 

In a letter to AGVA's national 
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ee 


board, Thomson stated: 

**Variety’ of Nov. 19, 1941, car- 
ried a story under the headline 
‘Four A’s Involvement Threat- 
ened in L. A. AGVA Revolt vs. 
National Autonomy; Thomson 
Key to Snarl.’ This story told of 
the decision of the Los Angeles 
local AGVA board to withhold 
future payments to the national 
organization until certain ques- 
tions had been definitely settled, 
and indicated that I was respon- 
sible for the actic 1 of the Los 
Angeles local board. The ar- 
ticle further quoted a resolution 
passed by AGVA national exec- 
utive committee to the effect that 
all powers given to me under 
the resolution of Dec. 31, 1940, 
were rendered null and void. 


‘This resolution of the AGVA 
executive committee, combined 
with the treatment of the story 
by ‘Variety’, gives such -a false 
picture of the situation as it has 
existed since July, 1941, that I 
feel it necessary to make a state- 
ment of the facts: 


"1. On Dec. 31, 1940, the na- 
tional board of AGVA took ac- 
tion in an effort to remedy a dis- 
organized and “nancially un- 
sound situation €+ the Los An- 
geles and. San Francisco offices 
of AGVA. With no responsible 
control of these offices, debts 
Were accumulated and a gener- 
ally chaotic situation existed en- 
dangering the best interests of 
the members. The locals not only 
were not able to remit their per 
capita to the national organiza- 
tion, but also were unable to 
meet current operating expenses 
from their total dues collections. 
The national board of AGVA re- 
quested me, and authorized me 
to take temporary control of the 
Los Angeles and San Francisco 
offices, to examine the books and 
records, hire and fire personnel, 
and to earmark as the per capita 
income of the national organiza- 
tion 40% of the Los Angeles and 
San Francisco AGVA income. 

*2. On March 7, 1941, I wrote 
the executive committee of 
AGVA, enclosing copies of the 
Los Angeles and San Francisco 
locals’ financial reports made by 
Hugh Pfeiffer, auditor for Screen 
Actors Guild, together with sug- 
gestions by Mr. Pfeiffer of 
changes in the present bookkeep- 
ing system. These reports showed 
that both locals were deeply in 
debt, and that neither local was 
in a position to pay the 40% 
assessment to the national. This 
letter contained suggestions for 








the future operation of both lo- 
cals, and for better cooperation 
between the national and the lo- 
cal. It also contained the fol- 
lowing paragraph: 

‘Any attempt on my part to use 
the authority given me by the 
national board’s resolution to 
take over the management of 
these locals, change personnel, 
etc., would in my opinion merely 
result in alienating the sincere 
hard-working members who 
make up the local boards. Many 
changes could, and should, be 
made, but I believe the desired 
results can be accomplished by 
suggesting that active financial 
and personnel committees be ap- 
pointed by each board and 
charged with the responsibility 
of putting the locals on a solid 
base, both financially and in the 
most important matter of repre- 
sentation. 

‘This letter was never acknowl- 
edged. The policy expressed in 
this letter was the policy I pur- 
sued. 


‘3. In spite of the authorization 
from the national board of AGVA 
on Dec. 31, 1940, I did not exercise 
the authority granted me until 
after April 29, 1941. At that 
time 12 members of the Los An- 
geles local board of AGVA re- 
quested me in writing to admin- 
ister the affairs of the local pend- 
ing its election of an executive 
secretary. These members stated 
that this was an emergency 
measure necessitated by ineffi- 
ciency of the existing adminis- 
tration. Before acting, I com- 
municated with the national 
executive committee of AGVA, 
which on April 30 telegraphed 
me, repeating its request that I 
take charge of the Los Angeles 
and San Francisco offices. 


‘4. On May 1 I took charge of 
the Los Angeles local and ap- 
pointed Lee Traver, an employee 
of the Screen Actors Guild, as 
my assistant. Mr. Traver was 
loaned to AGVA by the Screen 
Actors Guild and received no 
compensation from AGVA. Mr. 
Traver agreed to function in that 
capacity for a period of 30 days, 
but refused to continue after that 
period. Shortly after Mr. Trav- 
er’s appointment I learned from 
the trade press that the national 
board of AGVA did not approve 
of the appointment of Mr. Traver. 
The national board did not see fit 
to notify me of its attitude in 
this matter. Mr. Traver con- 
tinued as temporary executive 
secretary of the local for the 
month of May, 1941. 

‘May I refer you to my letter of 
May 31, 1941, addressed to the 
national board, attention Mr. 
Gerald Griffin, with which was 
enclosed the statement of receipts 
and disbursements for the months 
of March, April and May, 1941, 
and also a check in the amount 
of - $1,108.58, which represented 
40% of the total income of the 


Los Angeles local for the month 
of May, 1941? 

‘This letter stated: ‘Collection of 
dues, while important, is not the 
primary function of a labor 
union,’ and added a description 
of the results of Mr. Traver’s 
successful emergency adminis- 
tration of AGVA affairs in Los 
Angeles. The letter also stated 
that Mr. Traver would return to 
his work at the Screen Actors 
Guild on June 1, 1941, and that 
both Mr. Traver and I would be 
available to advise and cooperate 
with the newly engaged execu- 
tive secreatry of the Los Angeles 
local, Mr. Leslie Litomy. 

"This letter was never acknowl- 
edged by either Mr. Griffin or 
the national board. 
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‘5, On July 17, the Los Angeles 
local board passed a resolution 
thanking me for my efforts on 
behalf of the local and also for 
Mr. Traver’s excellent work in 
adjusting its difficulties. 

‘6. Since Mr. Litomy became 
executive secretary of the Los 
Angeles local, I have attended 
no meetings of the local board 
and have had no connection with 
the operations of either the Los 
Angeles or San Francisco local. 
I have, at Mr. Litomy’s request, 
discussed certairy local problems 
with him. I did not know of the 
action taken by the Los Angeles 
local board, instructing the exec- 
utive secretary to withhold and 
set aside remittances due the na- 
tional until several days after 
the action had been taken. [ 
considered that my stewardship 
of the Los Angeles local ended 
with Mr. Litomy’s election as 
executive secretary. 

‘As you of the national AGVA 
board know, neither Mr. Traver 
nor myself received for our 
emergency. services in the west 
any compensation—not even the 
compensation of courteously 
acknowledged letters.’ 

Kenneth Thomson. 


New AGVA, AFM 
Scales in Ohio 
Bring Squawks 


Youngstown, O., Nov. 25. 


Operators of small niteries in the 
Mahoning Valley area claim that the 
new wage scales which the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians and the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
recently put into effect have put 
them at a disadvantage in competing 
with the more elaborately appointed 
niteries. They contend that their 
business didn’t warrant the scale 
boosts. 

Point made by the small spot op- 
erators is that the scale tilts won't 
have much affect on the larger night 
clubs because the latter pay above 
scale anyway. The small operators, 
who state they have been breaking 
about even with three-piece instru- 
mental combinations and one or two 
acts, now talk about putting in a 
jukebox or closing down. 

The AFM scale calls for $5 for a 
three-hour dance job, or $1 more 
than it had been. AGVA requires 
$7.50 a night for local talent and $10 
for out-of-town talent, plus cost of 
transportation. The m.c. gets $1 
extra. It used to be a straight $6 
per night. 


Name Acts, Bands Give 
Cal. Fair $217,000 Net 


Sacramento, Nov. 25. 

California State Fair this year 
rolled up a surplus of $217,000 for 
the most successful season in its 
history. Board of directors credited 
the cash backlog to the policy of 
top show names and bands insti- 
tuted by Fox Case, who booked all 
the acts. 

Name policy will be made per- 
manent, directors announced, with 
Case, who is special events head 
for CBS on the Coast, continuing 
ag director of entertainment. 

















Duncans Hire Fehnova 


San Francisco, Nov. 25. 
Ivan Fehnova has been signed as 
new producer for the Duncan Sisters’ 
Music Box here. 
Fehnova was formerly associated 
with Michael Todd enterprises at the 





N. Y¥. World’s Fair. 





The Good Old Days 


Herewith appears a ‘Variety’ review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 1921 
with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these reviews 
other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which were 
playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show (book. 
ing), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the style 
of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 





(Reprinted from ‘Variety’ of Nov. 25, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 


Nothing in the billing or advertising of the current week's bill at the 
Palace that would indicate any of five acts had any the best of it as far 
as type was concerned, but in the theatre at the night show Monday there 
was no question who was the headliner. It was Bessie Clayton and her 
company, opening the second half of the bill, that walked away with all 
of the applause honors, playing a return there in three weeks. The four 
acts that were billed equally with her were Florence Walton (New Acts) 
who closed the first part; Harry Langdon (New Acts); Miss Juliet, and 
Rae Samuels. Miss Samuels and Miss Walton were about a 50-50 split 
for secondary honors of the evening. 

The nine-act bill offered proved to be a lot of show and without any 
film assists it ran from 8 o’clock until way after eleven, Harry Kahne, 
the closing turn, coming on at 11:03 and still working at 11:20, with the 





] house .on its way. The majority had remained seated through his first 


three tricks, which he managed to put over in 12 minutes, and had he 
been wise he would have allowed things to go at that and snapped to his 
finish. 

The Royal Gascoignes opened. The dog stuff, the balancing of the half 
dozen chairs, and the final cigar lighting bit all getting brief applause. 
Boyle and Bennett looked like a flop at opening, but took up the running 
and finished with two encore bits to their credit. ‘The last bit was a little 
forced but it got over. 

Will Mahofiey, on third, landed with both feet. That goes for the dance 
portion at the close. Previously he managed to pull some laughs. With 
an audience other than the wise Palace crowd he would kave been a 
‘wow’. His dance finish, however, made him just that, despite the fact 
that they were pretty cold during the early turns Monday night. 

Miss Samuels was the first of the big type acts to have a whirl at the 
audience. Although programmed for next to closing she was in the first 
part Monday night, and she walked away with the first hit of the bill. 
Five numbers were contributed by Miss Samuels, with B. Walker at the 
piano. They were all ‘to the wise stuff,’ and put over in a manner that 
is totally the possession of Miss Samuels. She practically tied up the 
show when she left them while they were asking for more. 

Another switch brought Harry Langdon following Miss Samuels and 
Florence Walton closing the first part, which was the spot originally as- 
signed to the comedian. Miss Walton was undoubtedly a box office draw 
for the house Monday. That much was apparent to the entire audience 
that night, for her friends were in the front rows and boxes and there 
were ten floral offerings passed over the foots. at the conclusion of her act. 

Miss Walton’s friends remained during the intermission following her 
act, and when the Bessie Clayton act was about half through they got up 
and walked almost as though it had been planned. It was rather dis- 
courteous on their part, for having waited for the Clayton act to come on 
after intermission, they should have remained to the finish. The fact that 
they left did not, however, lessen the triumph of the Clayton act. The 
applause for the little blonde dancer was thunderous in proportion. It 
was a true tribute on the part of vaudeville lovers for the genuine vaude- 
ville entertainment Miss Clayton is presenting with herself and company, 

Next to closing Miss Juliet appeared with the act that she has been 
presenting for years, but somewhat different irf routine and presented in 
a special draped set of grey material that was effective. The ‘soup eating’ 
served to open, and it was followed by the introduction of the various 
stars of the legitimate and vaudeville stage. The extent of her success 
may be gathered from the fact that she worked almost 30 minutes, and 
the gallery was still clamoring when shke left after 11 o'clock. Fred. 


U.S. Acts in Mexico 
New show at the Follies theatre, ON CAFE OWNERS ASS’N 


Mexico Gity, produced by Ramon —- 
(and Renita) Reachi, opens Dec. 5 
with several American) acts. Interest has apparently died down 
These include Merriel Abbott | 2fter the initial organizational meet- 
Dancers (8), the Tanner Sisters, trio | "8 several weeks ago of the Cafe 
now appearing at the Rumba Casino, | Owners’ Assn. here. 
Chicago, and Willie ‘Rhythm’ Hood, Reports persist that Dave Bra- 
colored harmonica player. nower, attorney and co-operator of 
Harry’s New Yorker, following his 
inability to come to terms with 


the American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists, fostered the association pri- 
marily to battle the union. 


Atlanta, Nov. 25. 
Police Chief Hornsby ordered all 


bars and cocktail lounges in Atlanta | N 
hotels, clubs, restaurants and drive- | 


and 
of 21% or less. 
patrons with all the ingredients of a + 
Omaha, Nov. 235. 
year in seven nights. 








Chicago, Nov. 25. 
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Management of 


F & M Stage Shows, Inc. 


SAM RAUCH 




















WANTED 


Live Wire Agent or Manager 
I have a sure-fire novelty store win- 
dow advertising attraction in which 
I appear personally. Need good agent 
to sell me to department stores, drug 
chains, 6 and 10's, and other pros- 
pects. Write for details to: 

CHARLES J. WHALES 
123 Whitely Terrace, Darby, Penna. 


ins to go dry at midnight Saturday | 
(22), Sale of mixed drinks is now|| ‘**Wi}lie Gladstone’”’ 
illegal in Georgia, except those with 

Order has had nitery and bar op- NEW YORK 
erators in a dither all week trying to 
figure out a new policy. They have 
mixed drink except the liquor. So 
it’s B.Y.O.L, (bring your own liquor) 
in Atlanta now. 

Sonja Henie ice show, in six 
nights at the Coliseum here, grossed 
$57,000, at a scale of $1.10 to $2.75. 


a wine base and an alcoholie content 

announced that they will supply BEG. NOV. 28th 
Henie 57G, Omaha 

Skater’s troupe drew $67,000 last | 
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Free ‘Guest’ Shows Still Prevail 
In N.Y. Niteries Despite 4A’s Nix 








Despite the nix of ‘Celebrity 
Nights’ by the American Guild of 
Variety Artists and sister unions in 
the Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America, several New York 
niteries continued that gag this past 
Sunday night (23). Two of them, 
La Martinique and La Conga, billed 
them as ‘Farewell Parties,’ while the 
Beachcomber, Leon & Eddie’s and 
the Hurricane continued the guest- 
star advertising. 

At the Hurricane, Lucille Ball and 
Desi Arnaz (Mr. and Mrs.) appeared 
to judge a beauty contest, but the 
latter fact was hidden in the adver- 
tising of the ‘Sunday Nite Stardust 
Party. Martinique billed a ‘fare- 
well party’ to George Tapps and en- 
tire cast of ‘Pal Joey,’ about to go 
on a road tour. La Conga’s ‘fare- 
well’ was to Georgie Price, currently 
appearing there, who introduced the 
talent of the show succeeding him 
that opened last night (Tuesday). 

Beachcomber’s guest-star night 
billed Jackie Heller and Sammy 
Walsh, while Leon & Eddie’s ‘star 
party’ was for Mary Jane Walsh, ap- 
pearing in ‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial. 
AGVA will prefer charges against 
all performers who contributed any 
talent gratis at the various niteries. 

To further strengthen its ruling 
against the ‘celebrity nights, AGVA 
will ask Equity and the American 
Federation of Radio Artists to elab- 
orate further on their resolutions up- 
holding AGVA’s stand against gratis 
appearances, The Equity and AFRA 
resolutions specifically state that 
none of their members can ‘partici- 
pate’ in such appearances and AGVA 
would like that to include even the 
granting of permission to niteries by 
performers to use their names in ad- 
vertising ‘celebrity nights,’ ‘Guest 
star nights,’ “Farewell Parties,’ etc. 


SMALL LEAVES 
MORRIS AGENCY 


Paul Small, after several years 
with the William Morris Agency, was 
made a free agent early this week. 
It’s reported that Irving Lazar, who 
came over to the Morris office some 
months ago, will now head the cafe 
department, formerly topped by 
Smell, 

Small says he will open his own 
office, possibly before the first of the 
year, although he has bids from 
other agencies, 

Another Morris office personnel 
change was made early last week 
when Donald Hyde, son of Johnny 
Hyde, Morris agency exec, moved 
from N. Y. to the Morris office on 
the Coast, 


Mulcahys Lose Week 
At N. Y. Theatre Due 
To Army Show Snag 


Complaints have been frequent of 
late regarding vacillating treatment 
by the office of Harry Delmar, pro- 
ducer of USO Camp Shows. Latest 
instance is claimed by Loew’s State, 
N. Y., to have cost the act of Jim 
and Mildred Mulcahy a $350-a-week 
date at that house. 

Mixed team was under contract to 
USO for a tour of army camps start- 
ing ‘on or about Nov. 24.’ The State’s 
booker, Sidney Piermont, under- 
Standing that the Mulcahys would 
not start the camp tour until after 
Dec. 1, offered them a week at the 
State, opening last Thursday (20), if 

elmar would clear the date. 

Team’s agent, Roger Murrel, 
couldn't get definite word from Del- 
mars assistant, George Oberland, 
nor could he get Delmar himself on 
the Phone or personally. Finally, 
Piermont had to cancel the Mul- 
cahys on Nov. 18, two days before 
the State’s opening day. Finally, on 
Wednesday (19), Delmar’s office sent 
word to the act’s agent that the Mul- 
cahys would not open on the camp 
Circuit until Dec. 1, which meant the 
team could have had plenty of time 
to play the State instead of laying 
off. Mulcahys get $250 net per week 
in the army shows, plus transporta- 
tion, against $250 in theatres. 














vv 


| Carrillo’s Condolences 


Detroit, Nov. 25. 
Word of the similarity of ap- 
pearance of Frank Barbaro, who 
runs his picture in all the ads 
for his Bowery nitery here, and 
Leo Carrillo worked both ways. 
Finally it resulted last week in 
Carrillo sending on autographed 
picture in from the Coast to the 
Detroit nitery operator. 
With it came a note express- 
ing ‘sympathy.’ 
rene nae ie nN 
Ted Lewis booked for a one-night 
dance stand at Syria Mosque, Pitts- 
burgh, Dec. 9. 

















Bobby Ross opened the new Club 
Lanue, Youngstown... .It's .fagmer 
Verona Bar. Frank West is manager. 





Band of Name Maestros 
To Be Led by La Guardia 
At ‘Night of Stars’ Benefit 


New York’s Mayor LaGuardia 








will lead an All-American orch of 
bandleader-musicians at  tonight’s 
(Wednesday) ‘Night of Stars’ benefit | 
at Madison Square Garden, N. Y., for | 
refugee relief and Palestine reset- | 
tlement. Interludes the mayor will | 
baton will be broadcast. 

Musicians who will take part are 
Glenn Miller, Woody Herman, 
Sammy Kaye, Eddy Duchin, Benny 
Goodman, Buddy Rogers, among 
others. 

A tremendous variety show has 
been lined up for the benefit. An 
annual affair, ‘Night of Stars’ has 
grossed over $800,000 total in eight 
successive years, 








Frank Ramos and his orchestra 
have returned to the Paddock, 
Youngstown, O. 





_-* 
Count Basie at the Elms Ballroom, 





Youngstown, Nov. 29. 
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Friars Frolic Grosses Hefty $5,900 In 


N. Y., But Entertainment Misses Fire 





Friars annual Frolic in New York, 
held Sunday night (23) at the Im- 
perial theatre, got a hefty gross es- 
timated at $5,900 at $10 top, though 
the show itself was not entirely up 
to par of previous Frolics. Presenta- 
tion was handicapped chiefly by the 
fact that many of the club’s leading 
members were out of town. 

However, as a vaudeville show it 
ran off in entertaining fashion after 


| some early mechanical lapses. Jackie 


Miles, young m.c., did a yeoman’s 
job holding the show together up un- 
til 10:30, when finally Marty May 
took over the m.c. chores. J. C. Flip- 
pen, appearing in ‘Hellzapoppin’ at 
the Winter Garden, finally was able 
to make the Frolic in time to bid 
the patrons goodnight a little past 
11. 


Show’s standouts were Phil Baker, | 


working with Joe Morris (& Camp- 
bell) as box stooge and Diane Denise 


on stage; Gypsy Rose Lee, The Di- 
Gitanos (2), Sid Gary, Jim and Mil- 
dred Mulcahy, Cross and Dunn, Mil- 
dred Bailey, Toy and Wing, Walter 
Long, Dinah Shore, Frank Fay and, 
finally, as the show’s closer, a smash 
by Joe E. Lewis, who ribbed Abe 
Lastfogel, William Morris office 
exec, at one point by stating, ‘you 
know Abe Lastfogel of MCA.’ 

Danny Kaye was introduced and 
came out on the stage to say that he 
couldn’t perform because his wife 
(Sylvia Fine) ‘is on vacation’ to rest 
her nerves. Just preceding him 
Martha Raye also said she wasn’t 
prepared to perform, but was thank- 
ful that she could appear ‘for such 
a worthy cause.’ 


Paging Milton Berle! Scho, 





Chauncey Gray, El Morocco (N, 
Y.) maestro, renewed for another 
spell by boniface John Perona. 





_ 
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“Gosh-a-mighty! 
Who thinks ’em up?” 
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A long-suffering executive speaks his mind 


«‘ aH ME! It happens every year, Just 
about this time- 
we do business with start sending 


me Christmas gifts. 


“IT don’t know why 
They don’t have to. I certainly don't 


ask them to. 


“Over the years, I’ve accumulated 
brass toadstool paperweights and 


-when firms 


j idea... 
they do it. 


giving me a Christmas remem- 


brance, why, oh 


ite whiskey—Four 


non-running clocks—one even set 


into an elephant’s foot. A horse that 
whistles and holds cigarettes ...a 
streamlined train that’s a penholder. 
And a cigar lighter that plays Yan- 
kee Doodle but won't light. Gosh-a- 
mighty! Who thinks ‘em up? 


“Most of the gorgeous gadgets 
people give me cost too dara much 


cork ...and pour 
good friends to 


money just to throw them away. 


And besides, only an ungrateful heel 





“Boy, wouldn't 


would do a thing like that. But 
brother, I’m getting desperate! I'll 
either have to build a Gadget Annex 
to my office or—say! I’ve got a better 


“If my business friends insist on 


make it a bottle or so of my favor- 


“There’s the solution to the whole 
problem! I can take a bottle of Four 
Roses home with me... pull out the 


What’s more, I wouldn’t be expected 
to keep a Four Roses bottle on my 
desk all year, just in case the man 
who gave it to me drops in. 


could jiggle just some of the pack- 
ages that land on my desk this 
Christmas and hear ’em gurgle!” 





why don’t they 


Roses! 


some out for my 
share with me. 








Four Roses is a blend of straight 
whiskies—90 proof. Frankfort Distil- 
leries, Inc., Louisville @ Baltimore. 








it be great if I 
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Actors Must Pay Unemployment 


Insurance, Says N.Y. Appeal Court 
In Absolving Theatres of Liability 


A decision of vital importance to 


all New York stage showhouses has | 


been handed down by the Appellate 
Division of the N. Y. Supreme 
Court, second highest tribunal 


ors and therefore theatres 


ment insurance. Specific matter 
concerned Radio City’s Music Hall, 
but the four-to-one opinion of the 
justices, upsetting a verdict of the 
Industrial |Commission’s Appeal 


Board serves as a test case for all | 
large | 
presently | 


theatres and may nullify a 
number of complaints 
pending before unemployment insur- 
ance referees. 


The technicality of having one of | 
the five Appellate Division justices | 
send the | 
of | 


dissenting will probably 
Music Hall case to the Court 
Appeals for final judgment. How- 
ever, legalites say that the very fact 
that the dissenting justice did not 
write a dissenting opinion makes it 
virtually certain that the highest 
state tribunal will uphold the Ap- 
pellate Division’s verdict. 

In most respects the N. Y. State 
» Unemployment Insurance Law 
closely parallels the U. S. Govern- 
ment’s Social Security tax regula- 
tions, and theatre operators are now 
of the opinion that the Appellate Di- 
vision’s ruling is a ‘clear cut’ out 
from any future harassment from 
the Government. 

Bookers, lawyers and managers 
have long contended that vaude acts 
are ‘independent contractors’ and 
therefore their own employers. 


The Decision 


Appellate Division’s decision fol- 
lows: 

‘The Radio City Music Hall Cor- 
poration, appellant herein, operates 
@n internationally known theatre in 
the city of New York. The enter- 
tainment provided for the patrons of 
the theatre consists of the showing of 
motion pictures and stage entertain- 
ment. The stage entertainment or 
presentation is furnished by a per- 
manent organization or stock com- 
pany which is made up of several 
any including a chorus, glee club, 

allet and orchestra, complemented 
by special talent or acts which are 
engaged for a week or longer. These 
— are of various types and are 

isted in the schedule attached to the 
credits. They 


claim for include 


in | 
the state, which ruled then that va- 
riety acts are independent contract- | 
playing | 

-e not liable for unemploy- | 
per Hage | was required except that they had to 


| rehearsal 





act but the purpose of that was to 
assure the management that the act 
with the new personnel would be the 


| same as the one that was contracted 


for. 

‘The entertainers furnished their 
own equipment and costumes and 
their own music which was played 
by the theatre orchestra. No re- 
hearsal of their acts to be performed 


be present at the time of the dress 
to know when the act 
would go on, what act they would 
follow and for the purpose of de- 
termining the lighting of the act. 

‘Two entertainers who testified at 
the hearing stated that they had per- 
formed their act for twenty years 
and eight years respectively; that 
they were open to engagement by 
any one willing to engage the act; 
that they sometimes had double en- 
gagements, playing the same act at 
two different places and that they 
exhibited their act at many other 
theatres. One of these entertainers 
employed a helper in his act and 
paid social security taxes in respect 
to such employee. 

‘The fact that the appeilant could 
approve changes in the act’s person- 
nel does not make the relationship of 
employer and employee. This right 
was only reserved to assure the ap- 
pellant that the same act which was 

(Continued on page 61) 


AGVA IN DRIVE 
TO ORGANIZE 
NORTHWEST 


Seattle, Nov. 25. 

A campaign to organize all nitery 
and vaudeville entertainers in the 
Seattle and Portland areas has been 
launched by Vince Silk, national 
representative of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists. Silk, in 
the territory a week, dividing his 
time between the two cities, is also 
executive secretary of the San Fran- 
cisco local. 


Full support of the Seattle The- 








| atrical Federation has been pledged 


trained animal acts, acrobatic acts;| by Basil Gray, president. Potential 


circus acts, comedy acts, 


singers, 


membership in the Seattle area is 


dancers, jugglers, Kiddy dancers, | estimated at 300 by Silk, who said 


Spanish dancers and puppet manipu- 
lators. These acts are customarily 
booked through a professional book- 
ing agent. 

‘The appellant employs a senior 
producer as an executive in charge 
of production. 
may engage a special act after ob- 
serving it at some place where it has 


erformed or he may arrange for an | $30 for a six-day week will be set re- 


udition, 
‘When the senior producer has de- 


cided what type of performance he 
will produce at a given time he en- 


@ages such act or acts as will fit best 
in the presentation. 


and 


they were paid on a 
basis. 


The general conditions 


written contract which was 


at the hearing before the referee. 


‘The acts or entertainers are to be 
distinguished from the orchestra, the 
ballet, the Rockettes’ and the glee | 
club who are permanent employees | 
of the appellant and are subject to 


The entertainers 
members of their acts did not 
the same privileges as 


its direct control. 
and 
have 


were not 
compensation insurance, they did not 
have the benefit of hospital service 
or group insurance, they were paid 
by voucher checks payable to the 
order of the act and not payroll 
checks, and they did not have the 
use of the employees’ recreational 
facilities. 
‘No Contre! Exercised’ 
‘No control was exercised by the 
appeliant over the entertainers or 
the acts except that the time for 
their performances was fixed by the 
director of the show and suggestions 
might be made as to the shortening 
or lengthening of the time of the act. 
The entertainers were required to 
revise the act if it was undignified or 
in bad taste or indecent. They gen- 
erally notified the theatre manage- 
ment of any change in their routine. 
They agreed to secure the approval 
of the theatre management in case of 


| gardless 


Most of the) 
&pecial acts were engaged to appear | 
in the appellant’s theatre during the 
year 1938 through oral agreements 
weekly 
of | 
these oral agreéments are conceded | 
to be similar to those set forth in the 
intro- | 
duced in evidence by the appellant 


em- 
ployees of the appellant in that they | Northwest 
covered by workmen’s | ynion 





any change in the personnel of the 


= Peet ep Ms is ot 
hin grime 


; that he found entertainers in some 


cafes being paid as low as 50c to $2 


ia night, with others working for a 
| percentage, 
| ‘buildup.’ 

The senior producer | 


or even just for a 
Scales will be established accord- 
ing to the classification of the type 


of nitery played, but a minimum of 


of the type of spot. Im- 
provements in working conditions, 
including fixed hours and adequate 
dressing rooms, will also be sought, 

Singing waiters and singing bar- 
tenders, and other such types of per- 
formers, will be nixed, with an 
agreement already reached on this 
with the International Alliance of 
Hotel and Restaurant Employees and 
the Bartenders International. 


Musicians and other performers in 
| the Northwest have long urged the 
establishment of AGVA offices here, 


and Silk predicted that the estab- 
lishment of an office in Seattle 
would improve the class of enter- 
tainment in the first-class houses. 


| Many transient and circuit perform- 
|ers already belong to AGVA, said he, 


but many stayed out of the Pacific 
because there was no 
representation here to offer 


| them protection. 





‘Feds Jail St. L. M.C.; 


Impersonated Army Man 


St. Louis, Nov. 25. 


Charles B. Woolsey, 47, former 
m.c. in local niteries, last week was 
handed a two-year jolt in a Federal 
pen when he pleaded guility in 
Qmaha to a charge of impersonating 
an army officer. He still must face 
an impersonating charge in East St. 
Louis, Ill., where he was indicted 
following a pinch in Anna, IIL 

Woolsey was nailed in Omaha last 
August after suspicions of an army 
chaplain, with whom he struck up an 
acquaintance, had been aroused. 


BOZO SNYDER BROKE 


Owes $1,237 and Lists His Assets 
at $185 


Thomas F. Bleistein, theatrical per- 
former known professionally as Bozo 
Snyder, filed a voluntary petition of 
bankruptcy in N.Y. federal court 
yesterday (Tuesday), listing $185 in 
assets and $1,237 in liabilities. He 
was employed by the Amalgamated 
Theatre Corp. In 1938 he earned 
$1,100 and in 1939 his earnings were 
| $1,000. 

Money owed is for hotel bills and 
$300 to William F. Fields of Phila- 
delphia on a loan. 


PA. PENALTIES 
FACE M.C., 
BOOKER 


Philadelphia, Nov. 25. 
The State Department of Labor 
and Industry made its first decision 
last week in a case involving alleged 
violation of the new law regulating 
booking of performers. The ruling 
invalidated a contract made by 
Johnny Cahill, “nitery m.c. with 
Moriarity’s, suburban spot, through 
an unlicensed agent. Cahill had 
signed simultaneous contracts to ap- 
pear at the spot as well as at the 
Lexington Casino. The Moriarity 
contract was signed through ‘Happy’ 


Burns, who, the State alleged, had 
no license to transact such business. 

A transcript of the hearing before 
Anthony C. Sharkey, Philly State 
enforcement agent, showed that 
Thomas E. Kelly, local American 











Guild of Variety Artists official, 
sought to intercede in behalf of 
Cahill, but was tripped up by 


Charles Solit, attorney for the Lex- 
ington Casino, who showed that 
Cahill wasn’t a member of the union 
at the time he signed the contracts. 

The Cahill hearing was the first 
under the new law, and Sharkey 
announced it was only the forerun- 
ner of similar actions to stamp out 
booking by unlicensed agents. Cahill 
and Burns both face severe penal- 
ties under the law. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., Nov. 25: 

This mugg is back on the job 
aiter twu weeks of a strict bed rou- 
tine. Thanks to the many who in- 
quired about the missing Saranac 
Lake column last week. 

Frank Park, of the former team 
of Park and Clifford, in from Grand 
Rapids, Mich., for hunting and 
ogling of Trudeau sanatorium. 

Patricia Mitchell, with Paramount 
Pix in New York, is a new arrival 
at the Will Rogers San. 

Harry Newcomb, from N. Y., bed- 
sided his frau at the Rogers and 
found her in a comeback. 

Robert Herron, ex-fiute-player, an 
ex-N.V.A.-ite once with the Harry 
| Hubbard Music Masters, here for a 
looksee. Boy did time here 10 years 
ago. 

Lieut. Danny O’Sullivan, N. Y. de- 
tective, visited his sister-in-law, Ann 
Comerford, at the Rogers. During 
}rest period he went 
knocked off a 140-pound buck. 

Jack Edwards, 
years here, 








again ozoning for that 
checkup. The medico told him he 
could go back to his Great Kills, 
Staten Island, home. 

Orch leaders who sponsored some 
of their musicers here to good 
health are: Woody Herman (Joe 
Bishop), Phil Harris (Bill Fletcher), 
Rudy Vallee (Mannie Lowy), Mark 
Warnow (Cliff Heather), Ray Noble 
(Jimmy Cannon) and Fred Waring 
(Freddy Buck). 

Max Coleman, burley comic, and 
Marvin Landrum, former advance 
agent and performer, send greetings 
to the colony. 

Dolph Singer, writer of ‘Just 
Around the Corner,’ here with two 
new ‘hits.’ Also working on a show. 
He’s a 10-year man up here, staying 
at the Hotel St. Regis. 

Thanks to Mrs. William Morris for 
the ducats to the Firemen’s Ball. 
Six of us attended the dance, but 
only looked on because of the 
medico’s nix. 

(Write to those who.-are ill.) 





statement to this publication. 








hunting and | 


who saw a mess of | 





Dunn Admits Error’ in Assailing 
Winchell, Says He ‘Meant Griffin’: 
AGVA Answers Columnist Attacks 


Henry Dunn (Cross &), national 
treasurer of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, has changed his 
mind and now states that his resig- 
nation stands. It’s now up to the 
national board of AGVA to accept or 
decline the resignation. Should the 
latter occur, Dunn states he will con- 
tinue in office with the variety per- 
formers’ union. 

Last week Dunn told ‘Variety’ 
that his resignation from AGVA 
would be tabled if, as he desired, 
AGVA took a strong stand against 
a series of attacks on the organiza- 
tion by Walter Winchell in his 
Broadway column, Following pub- 
lication of this, Dunn informed Win- 
chell that ‘Variety’ misquoted him. 


| Then Dunn told ‘Variety’ that he had 


made a ‘slip of the tongue’ and that 
he intended to say ‘Gerald Griffin’ 
rather than ‘Winchell’ in his original 
At any 
rate, the resignation is in as sent. 


Last week, Jonas T. Silverstone, 
AGVA’s counsel, sent a letter to 
Winchell deploring the columnist’s 
attacks on the organization as un- 
warranted. Silverstone said Win- 
chell’s articles ‘were predicated upon 
misinformation or a failure of com- 
plete information.’ Letter continued: 
“You have reported the alleged seedy 
side of AGVA. You could, if you 
were so minded, report an endless 
procession of worthy accomplish- 
ments obtained by AGVA for the 


| benefit of its members, both princi- 


pals and chorus alike.’ 
‘Greasy Bullies’ 

Silverstone wrote: 

“You have also stated that the girls 
in the Commodore hotel were in- 
timidated by ‘greasy bullies.’ Those 
girls were not intimidated at all by 
greasy bullies or anyone of AGVA 
to my knowledge. The William 
Morris agency, a fine and reputable 
theatrical agency, paid their (girls’) 
dues as they have a contract and 
franchise from AGVA to furnish 
AGVA talent exclusively. The Wil- 
liam Morris agency apparently 4e- 
ducted weekly sums from their sal- 
aries. We had nothing to do with 
that. Moreover, if AGVA were ad- 
vised, and I am sure if the Morris 
agency were advised, that the girls 
were laboring under great hardship, 
they would receive the same cordial 
and sympathetic treatment which has 
been accorded to artists who have 
found themselves temporarily finan- 
cially embarrassed.’ 

Silverstone then invited Winchell 
to inspect AGVA’s files and see for 
himself how AGVA has bettered the 
lot of chorus girls, 
cently received $18-$20 for a seven- 
day work week and have now been 
increased to $27.50 for a six-day 
week. Lawyer also mentioned 
AGVA’s efforts to ‘relieve the girls 
of mixing,” ete. 

In all, letter was merely a state- 
ment of facts and did not ask for 
a retraction. If anything, it was 
conciliatory in tone. 

Winchell late last week and early 
this week continued his attacks on 
AGVA, most of them predicated on 
alleged abuse of chorines. He also 
brought to light a situation in Cleve- 
land, where the AGVA branch en- 


tered into a deal with a mem- 
ber, now a_ barroom operator, 
to give it free rent in  re- 
turn for lending its name so 
one Stanley Jabin could get a ‘pri- 
vate club’ liquor license. The 
Cleveland Press broke the story 


early last week (17), accusing the 
bar of being a ‘steer-joint.. AGVA’s 
Cleveland office is right alongside 
the barroom on the first story of a 
building housing the Lake theatre. 
Jabin was recently elected chairman 
of the Cleveland local board, but 
the national ordered that rescinded. 


The Cleveland Deal 


AGVA’s national office in N. Y. 
maintains that the Cleveland deal 
was first made by the local board 
there and then submitted to the 
national office—too late to stop the 
‘stupid+ deal,’ one national AGVA 
officer stated. Even prior to the 


Cleveland Press story, AGVA’s coun- 


sel attempted to get a new lease 


vented the union from becoming in. 
volved in any ‘violations’ by Jabin 
of Ohio’s liquor laws. 

Winchell also brought out that 
Emile Lowe, a N. Y. organizer for 
AGVA, is on the musicians union’s 
‘unfair list." Lowe admits this, stat. 
ing it stems from a fine of $63 
levied on him six years ago, when 
he was in the employ of Meyer 
Davis, for an infraction of mu 
sicians union rules during a King. 
ston, N. Y., date. Lowe frankly 
states that he hasn’t had the money 
to pay the fine, which is all that’s 
necessary to take him off the ‘unfair 
list.’ 

AGVA, in the light of Winchell’s 
accusations of ‘abuse’ of chorines, 
discloses how it ‘saved’ the six 
chorines employed at the New 
Beachcomber, N. Y., $120 in re. 
hearsal coin due them. AGVA 
claimed the girls had been re. 
hearsed five days and thus were 
due $20 each at the rate of $4 per 
day. Beachcomber’s management 
first conceded this, but then went 
to the girls and got them to sign a 
waiver. AGVA’s organizer, Jack 
Miller, however, had gotten the girls 
to sign a superseding affidavit, and 
this resulted in the femmes getting 
the coin. 





AGVA'’S Cleve Spot 
Cleveland, Nov. 25. 

Execs of the local American Guild 
of Variety Artists were figuratively 
socked in the eye by the law early 
last week (17), when police raided 
a wide-open ‘private nitery’ in their 
headquarters which was cited for 
selling likker after hours. 


By the time the raiding squad and 
crusading newspapers got through 
with the case, AGVA found itself 
smeared with headlines and so much 
notoriety that it is rocking the ore 
ganization’s foundation here. Out- 
growth of the ruckus was a sweep- 
ing clean-up campaign of all the 
town’s ‘wild-cat’ niteries that {ignore 
legal closing hours. Nearly a score 
of such spots were axed by the cops, 
spurred on by recently-elected 
Mayor Frank J. Lausche and the 
Scripps-Howard Press, which start- 
ed the expose. Latter sheet, by a 
strange coincidence causing some 
talk, put the rap on the union's wild- 
catting drinkery the day before it 
brought Abbott and Costello here to 
guest-star in its annual Christmas 
charity show. AGVA had previous- 
ly refused to okay the benefit. 


ts investigators and cops nearly 








with Jabin that would have. pre- 


threw the book at Stanley Jabin, 
former night club operator, who !s 
not only manager of the AGVA 


: |Club, but also head of the local’s 
who until re- | 


executive board Claimed that its 


|customers were steered to the spot 


by the union’s hostesses or enter- 
tainers working at legit cafes that 


!are forced to close at 2:30 a.m. night- 
| 1 
y- 


Police also sald that they found 
Jabin’s bartender selling drinks at 
4 am., with the manager acting 
as greeter at door. 
Recently-formed Cleveland Night 
Club and Tavern Owners’ Assn, 
representing 25 niteries that have 
been burning up over flagrant abuse 
of legal closing hours, is said to 
have a voice in the clean-up. Week- 
end raids hit the Orchid Sue Club, 


Army and Navy Union and Nate 
Winezimmers’ Iroquois, which also 
face losing their likker licenses. 
Neither Jabin or other AGVA of- 
ficlals would comment on_ the 
charges. 





Class Jive 





Harlem Highlanders, Negro kiltie 
quartet, will move two blocks north 
from the 5ist street, N.Y., bistroes 
they have been playing, to invade 
the swank Museum of Modern Art 
this evening (Wednesday). They'll 
appear on a blues program which is 
part of the museum’s ‘Coffee Con- 
cert’ series. 


Others on the bill are Jack Mere- 
dith, warbler; Dan Burley, pianist; 
Leonard Ware Trio, Debby Best, 
torcher, who will sing ‘Coffee Con- 
cert Blues,’ written especially for 
the concert by Margaret Barres; 
Baby Lawrence, tapster, and Eddie 
Hayward Trio. ; 








~~. 
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New Acts 





RUTH PAGE & BENTLEY STONE 


Dancers 
10 Mins. ; 
Rainbow Room, N. fz. 

The Rainbow Room has been par- 
tial to ballet dancers of late and in 
its career has introduced and made 
acceptable as cafe turns such per- 
sonalities as Agnes de Mille, Hugh 
Laing, Jose Fernandez, Juanita 
Deering, Monna Montes, Jack Cole, 
George Tapps, Paul Draper, Chandra 
Kaly, Miriam Winslow and Foster 
Fitz-Simons, the latter just closed. 
Now comes Ruth Page, who has been 
solo dancer with the Metropolitan 
Opera, premiere danseuse with the 
Colon Opera Co. in Buenos Aires, 
premiere danseuse with Adolph 
Bolm’s Ballet Intime, as well as the 
Monte Carlo Ballet Russe, and Chi- 
cago Opera. She was also with Anna 
Pavlowa’s last tour, and has danced 
in Paris, Moscow and Bangkok, 
Siam. 

She’s partnered with young Bent- 
ley Stone who has toured the U. S. 
with Miss Page in recent seasons 
although a debuter in New York. 
Stone is noted for his comic key- 
note in his ballet work, and it’s 
this phase which impresses best for 
both of them, so far as nitery en- 
gagements are concerned. 

They have 11 different numbers in 
their repertoire, yet No. 7, captioned 


| hangover. 


NELSON & HARTT 
Impressionists Comedy 
15 Mins, 

Le Coq Rouge, N. ¥. 

This is one of the brighter new 
turns to hit Gotham. They first came 
to attention at LaMartinique some 
weeks back and now, at the swank 
Coq Rouge, they’re a cinch to talk 
things up for this boite which is 
aiming for supper club stimulus (see 
Nitery Reviews). 

Mervyn Nelson, besides pacing the 
rest of the show, gives out with very 
effective satire. All on the comedy 
side, it’s keen, broad and can be 
betimes deadly, as witness the ‘Too 
Blase’ number. This special lyric, by 
John Latouche, couldn’t have been 
timed better than when the Coq 
Rouge debuted its new policy be- 
fore a very rude Park avenue turn- 
out on behalf of an aviation charity. 
The lyric tells such type of socialite 
customers off not unsubtly—but it 
should have been in spades. 


As for the act, per se, from the 
opener their stuff is solid. The take- 
off on the boy-girl vaudeville team, 
circa 1912, is a strong intro. Then 
the Cafe Society rib. Thence a tour 
of 
corney joint, ‘let’s call it the Red, 
White and Blue Room of the Mills 
Hotel,’ says the lyric. 
swank Pelican with the too, too 
British conferencier and ‘chitchat,’ 
beckled by a socialite songstress avec 
Thence the Kretchma, 


with an ex-Grand Duke barytone; 





‘Punch Drunk,’ his solo, and item) 44 finally the Club Cucaracha for 
: . ‘Par , ‘ : _s 

RTI con gy ily ct ol a the Latin motif. ' bp vi Pa is strong 

highlights of the three numbeis sare fae the nitery steadies. 

which. constituted their routine| Withal, an act that can play any- 

when caught. They preemed with a} where. Abel. 

conventional romantic pace to Se 

Schubert’s w.k. ‘Thou Art Repose,’ | , eae ed 2 

making way for another act, but | S¥YLVIE ST. CLAIR 

when Page and Stone return for | Songs” 

their consecutive solo specialties|& Mins. 2 

there’s no question as to their clicko. | Rainbow Grill, N. ¥. 
Songstress is a Frenchy, said to 


‘Punch Drunk’ is his conception of 
a slap-happy pugilist; and the Park 
Ave. conceit portrays the socialite 


femme’s curious behaviorism, and its | 


effect upon her, following a visit to 
a Turkish harem. Miss Page 
gyrates on a snazzy coverlet, and her 
contortive impression is a gem 
terpsichorean art with a comedy in- 
terpretation. Especially good is the 
Granados music accompaniment for 
this number. 


There is no disputing their terp | 
artistry but, adding to Page and} 
Stone’s effectiveness in their cafe 
debut at the Rainbow Room is aj} 


broader conception of what consti- 
tutes good supper club values. As 


result, they can mix up their straight | 


terp tours with flyers into class cafes 
of this calibre, and 
nitery customers as 
the balletophiles. 


they do with 
Abel. 





LAURA DEANE DUTTON 
Songs 

8 Mins. 

Le Coq Rouge, N. Y. 


_ Laura Deane Dutton is an upcom- 
ing songstress who started mildly as 
featured vocalist with Ossie Cas- 
well’s band at the Rainbow Room 
but who, on her own, is gaining 
Stature as a cafe singer. Of young 
and appealing personality, she’s a 
looker in a deb sort of a way—only 
not as brash as some of the kids 
playing the cafe circuit. But more 
important is Miss Dutton’s intrinsic 
vocal worth in the merchandising of 
song lyrics. 

Her repertoire opens with 
Boys Goodbye,’ which, incidentally, 
seems to be a cafe chirpers’ fave of 
late; thence ‘Mad About the Boy,’ a 
Coward oldie; thence ‘Not Care in 
the World,” new John Latouche- 
Vernon Duke excerpt from Eddie 
Cantor’s forthcoming ‘Banjo Eyes;’ 
and for another encore a socko ar- 
rangement of Coleporteriana, blend- 


ing a few of his top faves. A dif- 
ficult orchestration, Miss Dutton 
Warbles it in bravura manner 

On the night caught, a society gala 
with an ultra turnout, it was almost 


Capital punishment 


for the talent, 
but she made ’em ] 


sten despite their 


Self-important rudeness. Miss Dut- 
ton on looks, face and form—vocal 
ana visual—is heading for broader 


horizons. [Since reviewed here Mis 
Dutton was summoned to join Eddie 
Cantor's new stage musical, ‘Banjo 
Eyes,’ in Boston. Maggi McNellis re- 
placed her here.] Abel. 





PUPY, MICHALE, I ATISTA CO. (6) 
Rhumba Jitterbugs 
8 Mins. 


Beachcomber, N. Y. 


Sooner or later it had to come—a 
troupe of Latin-American jitterbugs 
who Jive up the rhumba and conga. 
And this is it. As a change of pace 
for niteries and theatres they’re defi- 
nitely a click act. 


Evenly mixed sextet are all young 
and good-looking, especially the 
femme, who breaks out with a male 
Partner in their conga-interpretation 
of an American football game. There 
isn't much similarity with the grid- 
woe sport, but it’s an okay novelty. 

,, Six dancers were spotted early in 
this show 
vith their speedy 
maracas idiom. 


in the 
Scho. 


hoofing 


of | 


click with the} 


‘Kiss | 


and easily made the grade | 


|have been born in 1917 just about 
ithe time of another German offensive 
!on Dunkirk in World War I. 
{been around for a short while in New 
| York, among the spots being the 
Park Central Hotel, but she shows 
to her best advantage in the Rain- 
bow Grill. 

Of nice carriage, the 
chanteuse is not too heavy 
pash department. Hers is a 


personality 
on the 
gayer 


bright Gallic excerpt; then 
ing with an ‘Amour’ ballad, in 
French, this at audience’s insistence. 

She’s a mike singer who takes 
command when emerging on the 
floor, and fits well into any nitery. 
She replaced Joan Roberts here, 
who also doubled as vocalist with 
Russ Smith’s band. While latter con- 
| tinues, Miss St. Clair solos only and 
| 
| 


does not sit in with the 802ers. 
Abel 


LUCILLE & EDDIE ROBERTS 
Mentalists 

ll Mins, 

Hotel St. Moritz, N. Y. 

Lucille and Eddie Roberts are okay 
cafe mental-telepathy workers. Re- 
cently returned from Orient 
where they headed a magic shows 
the personable Lucille is at the helm 
of the turn as she first does her abra- 
cadabra to patter that’s all in rhyme. 
But the mainstay of the aci is the 
audience mind-reading routine. 


the 


He cues her glibly and almost im- 
perceptibly. Some of the identifica- 
tion. coin, name, numbers and mind- 
Thev breeze 


reading is amazing. 
through the Hotel St. Moritz’s Res- 
taurant de la Paix in less than five 


minutes and seemingly miss nobody. 


Nice personalities and _ skillful 
| performers, they should find plenty 
of dating in clubs, ete. They were 
also known as Lucille and Eddie 
Gaillard, their names in private life 

Abel 
EVA BARCINSKA 
Whistler, Accordionist 
6 Mins. 
Hotel St. Moritz, N. Y. 

Continental femme, by way of 
South America, is a nice one-to-fill 
for the better rooms. Eva Barcinska’ 
forte whistling of familiar pops 
like ‘Si Petits’ to self-accompani- 
ment at the piano. Then she gives 
out on the accordion. Throughout 
it’s straight music; no vocalizing. 


| 

| A nice looking blonde, a shade on 
| the prima side, she’s prepossessing In 
| the s. a. department, further adding 
to her floor show values. Abel. 





SHADRACH BOYS (2) 

Singing, Piano 

| 15 Mins. 

Beachcomber. N. Y. 

| This colored male team comes from 


| the Coast, where they've appeared on | 


| Rudy Vallee’s radio program, and it 


|looks like the cast may hold them | 


\for a long time. It’s a smash act, 


|with the singing partner a standout | 
| personality. Other boy sticks to the| 


ipiano and gives the guy at the mike 
| full comedy and vocal rein. 

Singer is a zany in misfits that look 
llike a cross between a Bedouin’s 
‘and a tramp’s costume. He switches 


broken-down hats for his various 
numbers end his best comedy is with 
‘Shadrach,’ ‘Strolling Through the 
Park’ and ‘I'd Like to See Samoa.’ 
His brand of work is extremely in- 
fectious and aé_  well-filled house 
forced him into two encores, ‘That's 
Why Darkies Were Born’ and ‘St. 
Louis Blues,’ both straight and anti- 
climatic. 


Team isn’t for the classy joints like 
the Rainbow Room or the Persian 
Room of the Plaza, but in niteries 
such as this they are surefire. Also 
look commercial for theatres. Scho. 


DRAPER - ADLER 
CLICK AS DUO 
IN CONCERT 


Philadelphia, Nov. 25. 
Paul Draper, master of ballet-taps, 








She’s | 


style songalog, opening with ‘Boum,’ | 
‘Kiss 
| Boys Goodbye’ in English, and finale- 


and Larry Adler, who took the 
| 


the nite clubs, starting from a| mouth organ into the concert hall, | 


Thence to the| before a fair-sized but highly en-| 


thusiastic audience at Philly’s Town 
Hall Saturday night (22), 

It was a novel but successful ex- 
| periment, the pity being that there 
weren't more people there to see it, 
a situation that can be blamed on 
the lack of sufficient advertising and 
promotion, as well as the fact that 
Town Hall is still out of the ken 
for patrons of the arts. Their stamp- 
ing ground is the Academy of Music. 
Both artists are very ably accom- 
panied by the fine colored pianist, 
J. Calvin Jackson. 


Draper's taps with classical ballet 


are all performed to the music of 
Handel, Thomas, Bach, Scarlatti as 
|well as Strauss and Gershwin. 
Draper presented three groups of se- 
lections, interpreting the various 
moods with great skill. The first| 


|} trio of numbers were ‘Pastoral,’ by 
Scarlatti; ‘Handel's ‘Tambourino’ 
and Thomas’ ‘Gavotte.’ The second 
group was Spanish in motif, dances 
of his own creation, including ‘Fan- 
dango,” by Corrobia, and ‘Malaguena,’ 
by Leuchona. He also taps to ‘A 
Dance Without Music.’ 


one that really captured the pew- 
holders. The first is Debussy’s ‘Golli- 
wog’s Cakewalk.’ Next was ‘As- 
turias, by Albanez, and finally a 
medley of old American folk songs. 

Adler received a number of ova-| 
tions with his amazing harmonica, 
| which to a proportional degree sug- 
| gests the tonal qualities of a sym- 


phony orchestra. On top of that the 
lad excellent shading and 
color, as well as a flair for musician- 


achieves 


ship and showmanship that’s surefire. 
Adler’s best selections were De- 
bussy’s ‘Girl With the Flaxen Hair,’ 
Kreisler’s ‘Liebestied,’ Gershwin’s 
‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ in which the 
mouthorgan simulated a sobby 
clarinet to perfection. Also selec- 
tions from _ Bach, Rachmaninoff, 


Ravel and others. He played at least 


four before the crowd wa 
satisfied 
At Draper < Adler ad 


libbed. asking the audience to name 


encores 


the finale. nd 


a number, which Adler played and 
Draper interpreted. The stunt had 
plenty of humor, the customers 
called for everything from ‘Em- 
peror’s Waltz’ to the ‘Chattanooga 
Choo-Choo.’ Accompanist Jackson 
also came in for h re of the ku- 
l ¢ ted 
P ore 
Fo. ( cou ve ed an 
( ¢ 1 Oo} ie comin oO 
co nd oj ti the ict Wit! 
ou y explanation Shal 





| 


‘Stage to Pix | 


i 





———_— (‘gntinued from page 
eee carro 


and Mrs. North’ on the 


in ‘Mi 


lot. 


spot 
same 
Universal used Olsen and Johnson 


as repeaters in *‘Hellzapoppin’,’ plus | 


Catherine Johnson in a comedy spot 
and Sally Bond as a showgirl. An- 
other New York show slated for fu- 
ture filming at the same studio is 
1*Hold On To Your Hats,’ although 
| starting date is still indefinite. 

Doubling between films and the 
stage would be even more preva- 
| lent if the legit thespians fitted easier 
into the Hollywood idea of proper 
| photogenic features, but, as it is, 
| Broadway’s players can always fig- 
| ure maybe they will get a play that 
| ean be filmed with an accompanying 
| roundtrip ticket to the Coast. 


Sonja Henie’s New 


In Omaha Preem: 


Omaha, Nov. 20. 
Sonja Henie and her Hollywood 





| teed off their series of joint recitals | 


Draper’s final appearance was the 


Ice Revue, premiered at Coliseum, 


| Omaha, Nov. 18, °41; produced by 
| Hollywood Ice Productions, Arthur 


| 


M. Wirtz, director; stage direction, 
|Robert Linden; choreography and 
| Staging, Harry Losee; musical direc- 
jtion, Jack Pfeiffer, with arrange- 
ments by Paul Van Loan; costumes, 
Billy Livingston; vocals, Jimmy 
Brown; program material by Max- 
well Stiles; stars Sonja Henie; fea- 
tures Eugene Turner, Fritz Dietl, 
Geoffe Stevens, Brandt Sisters, Irv- 
ing Gregg, Jimmy Caesar, Mary Ann 
Kramer, Charles Hadlett, Peter Kil- 
lam, Peggy Fahy, Jimmy Kelly. 





Any uncertainties about whether 

Sonja Henie and her ice show could 
repeat, after two previous sellout 
engagements in Omaha, were com- 
pletely routed, even in a rain Tues- 
day night (18), when ‘La Henie’s 
| troupe delighted the near-capacity 
crowd of 5,300 to repeated responses 
| of applause. Show is a _ boxoffice 
nifty, as usual with Henie produc- 
tions, and with a little pruning, al- 
| ready under way, will get down to 
about two and a half hours. Show 
ran from 8:30 to 11:30 at opening, a 
bit too long. 
Show has glitter, size, color, a fine 
score and routines. It’s most glitter- 
ing of all ice shows that have come 
to town, having pep and enough 
punch to keep the crowd on its toes 
all the time. 

Biggest and best is the South Seas 
number, a triumph of lighting and 
costuming, with the ensemble and 
Miss Henie sharing honors. Best of 





solo to Debussy music. Her tango 
with Eugene Turner also set off the 
applause fireworks. Latter has per- 


sonality and grace, acting as a per- | 


fect foil for the diminutive star. 

Only reminiscent bit occurs when 
Miss Henie is borne out in a huge 
platter by the male contingent. While 
Okay, it’s still too much like what 
she’s done before. 

Fritz Diet], the stilt skater, is on 
stilts only once, then reverts to or- 
thodox blades for some _ excellent 
dancing. Geoffe Stevens panicked 
| the house with his difficulties 


Gregg’s specialty with a bunch of 
pink elephants hit them hard, too. 


Little Ted Edmonds is also riotous 
| in the hobo burlesque number. ‘In 
the Children’s Corner,’ with music 
from Tschaikowsky’s Nutcracker 


Suite, features Miss Henie as queen 
of ‘Fairy Tale Land.’ It’s a pretty, 


tuneful affair and she’s ably assisted | 


by Turner, Dorothy Kaley, Helga 
and Inge Brandt, Peter Killam, 
Amanda Dieterich, George Stewart, 
Irving Gregg, Peggy Fahy, Charles 
Schinkel and James Gonzales as 


yrincipals leading a large ensemble. 
‘Meximana,’ neat Latin number. is 
done by the boys and girls, with 
‘Angelena’ the theme song. Miss 
Henie’s lively specialty, ‘Gay Paris- 
mnne,” is done also with Turner, 
plus the can-can dancers to lively 
effect The girls do a dainty bit, 
‘Design in Dresden,’ and Stevens, al- 
though handicanped by an injured 
leg, neatly did his specialty, ‘Mon- 
sieur Le Major-Domo.’ 

Show opens with a smashing pa- 
triotic ensemble, ‘Uncle Sam’s Chil- 


dren on Parade,’ in which everybody 


steps out dressed in conventional 
Uncle Sam costumes while Jimmy | 
Brown sings ‘Hats Off to Uncle 
Sammy.’ It got a prolonged cheer, 
being shrewdly designed to get the 
crowd into a holiday spirit hefore 
the show’s actual start 

Cast numbers about 60 in all. Con- 
idering it the initial show, 
everything went vel] lespite the 

al opening hitches } , ( 

ely I T ¢ R } 


Boone County Jamboree 
(SHUBERT, CINCINNATI) 


( ( iL Now. 22 
Lazu Jim Day, Happy Hal O’Hal- 
oran Girls of Golder West (2) 


Curly Fox & Texas Ruby. Granpappy 
Doolittle. Donnie Hall. Merle Travis, 
Hugh Cross & Radio Pals (4), Buc- 
caneers (6), Ronnu Mansfield. Ted 
and Flo Valette: ‘Aldrich for Presi- 
dent’ (Par) 


This engagement is homecoming 
week for WLW’s ace troupe of rural 
entertainers, who are playing thea- 
{tres after a long and successful sea- 
son of fair dates in Ohio and adja- 
cent states, and at the same time 

ticking to their radio chores. 
| In all there’s a wholesome variety 
;of singing, music and comedy to the 
| liking of radio fans in farming re- 
wert 


the star’s personal triumphs is her | 


as a| 
major domo in lace and satin. Irving 


Ice Show Whams 
B. 0. Prospects Big 


and bowed off after tenoring ‘Tonight 
We Love’ and ‘Rose Marie.’ The 
Valettes, nifty juves in parade dress, 
grabbed honors with a speedy and 
sensational exhibition of baton 
twirling. 

Unit carries a special drop and 
barnyard props including mammoth 
pumpkins, cornstalks and an ancient 
one-horse buggy. Wardrobe of the 
entertainers is in acceptable out- 
yonder color. Good lighting effects 
are used. 


The Buccaneers, male sextet, and 
Hugh Cross and His Radic Pals, 
| foursome, breeze through pleasing 
instrumental selections. Merle Travis 
plunks favor via an electric guitar. 
'Curly Fox wins plaudits with a fiddle 
| specialty and a harmonica ftox-chase 
jimitation. On the vocals, Happy Hal 
| O'Halloran, who does the emcecing 
in style, sells a deep-vciccd number 
with ease; the Girls of the- Golden 
West register with ‘Ragtime Cow- 
boy Joe’ and ‘Only One Love in a 
Lifetime,’ and Texas Ruby puts over 





'/*Wabash Cannonball.’ Donnie Hall, 
a lad in overalls, lands solid!y with 
the best brand of natural softshoe 


; Work 
| day. 


/ 
| Granpappy Doolittle, in sweil gay- 
/rube makeup, sparkles with chatter, 
| bell ringing and saxophone playing. 
| Lazy Jim Day, top comic, scores with 
| rustic sayings and a guitar specialty, 
| Hugh Cross helps out nicely as m.c. 
and Shug Fisher sprinkles Jaughs 
| aplenty via clowning and bullfiddle 
| caperings. Koll, 


seen hereabouts for many a 





| V FOLLIES 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 


Charlotte, ‘N. C., Nov. 20. 


Townes & Raye, Bobby Carr & 
Co. (3), 2 Sailors, Tom Bell & Hol- 
lywood Wonder Dog, Jimmy Leeds, 
Mardell, V Girls, (8), Monte Morocco 
& V Swingsters (5); ‘We Go Fast’ 
(20th). 


A well-balanced unit with song, 
dance, laughs and novelties, ‘V Fol- 
lies’ has no standout acts, but is 
good enough to more than please. 

Freddy Townes, manager of the 
show, is on twice-—once with stooge, 
Janet Raye, and once in a single. 
Gags and patter of the duo do not 
click nearly so well as Townes’ 
solid piping of old standards. Townes 
voice is fair and he does a top job 
of song-selling. Miss Raye gives 
evidence of good pipes, but is never 
| given a chance to get started. 

_ Bobby Carr and Co. are pleasing 
in some knockabout comedy that 
features gags, songs and slapstick, 
|His brother, Billy, is pleasing in 
piping ‘But Who Am I,’ but best in 
a snappy tap. The thrce in troupe 
finish with ‘Life Is a Song,’ in rous- 
ing style. Bobby Carr ably handles 
comedy assignment, but his femme 
partner doesn’t come up to par. 

Bell and His Hollywood 
Wonder Dog, ‘A Flat,’ show, 
Best canine trick comes when ani- 
mal is poured into uniform and 
marches, while shouldering gun, to 
an accompaniment of patriotic 
music. Other tricks are just so-so, 
although boogie-woogie demonstra- 
tion is good for laughs. Two Sailors, 
normal-sized man and midget, are 
good for laughs in their comic acro 
turn, turning in the nearest thing to 


Tom 


open 


a sock performance. The midget 
sailor -delivers acrobatics that are 


,terrif, and boys keep turn at a fast 
pace with dizzy gyrations and clown- 
ing 

Mardell] pleases the baldheads 
In a semi-nude, enchanced by atmos- 


phere number by line, plus effective 
lighting. Jimmy Leeds vot a nice 
hand for his harmonica turn, with 

t offering a novelt hich he 

f ) narm nic i 

i i? t y 

Line ig@one of best cost ed seen 
net thi ea It ope! ith hoop 

velty. comes back to t age for 
Two Sailors in brief whirl, build up 
emi-nude turn with effective num- 
ber in py costumes, and nd up 
with now standard patriotic finale. 
Band backs up show nicel) House 
packed all day long with holiday 
celebranis. Just. 


Spain’s Show Biz Dent 


Madrid, Nov. 8. 

While legits, tilm theatres, hote 
spots and danceries in the cities gain 
little, these, when within a radius of 
several hundred miles of the larger 
|metropolises, are heavy losers as a 
|result of the recent decree which 
| takes all private cars off the road be- 
ltween 2 p.m. Saturday and 2 p.m. 


Bill McCluskey did a trim job in! Monday. 


| crowding the farm opry into 60 min- | 
jutes, including smart extraing with | 


{Ronny Mansfield, pop warbler on | counted 


|Crosley stations, and Ted and Flo 
'Valette. At performance caught, 
| Mansfield was suffering sore pipes 


Places within several hundred miles 
of the cities are affected most as they 
on this weekend influx, 
which was not large but it repre- 
sented money, 
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VARIETY 


Wedmesday, November 26, 1941 








Variety Bills 





WEEK NOVEMBER 28 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, wheiher full or split week. 














Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (26) 
Harry James Orc 
ay Bolger 
ay & Trent 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (28) 
Ted Lewis Bad 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (28) 
il Lamb 
ficholas Bros 
H’wood Blondes 
Sing’g Commandeers 
DETROIT 
Michigan (28) 
Folies Bercere 





AMI 
Olympia (27-30) 


8 Harmoniacs 

Val Setz 

Billy Dewolfe 

Adrianna & Charlie 

Richardson & C'rs'n 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (27) 

Lawrence Welk 

Dean Murphy 

The Seilers 
ROCKFORD 
Corando (30) 

Carroll Vanities 

TOLEDO 


Paramount (28) 
Andrews Sis 
Joe Venuti Bd 
Joey Rardin 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (27) 
Woody Herman Orc 

Billie Rogers 
The Stapletons 
Lowe, Hite & Stan 
BROOK'LYN 
Strand (28-31) 
Ritz Bros 
Clyde Lucas Orc 
Lester Oman 
The Arnolds 
(20-24) 
Mitchell Ayres Ore 
Sally Rand 
W Brown & Ames 
4 Comets 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (28) 
ohnny Long Orc 
ondos Bros 
enny Youngman 
(21) 





Ink Spots 


irskine Hawkins O 
Moke & Poke 
Read & Curley 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (28) 
Ben Bernie Ore 
Lane Bros 
Jeri Withee 
(21) 
John ‘Scat’ 
Andrews Sis 
Maysy & Brach 
Joey Rardin 
WASHINGTON 


Earle (28) 
Roxyettes 
The Briants 
Don Arres 
Allan Carney 
Helene Gardner Co 
Mogul 


Davis O 


(21) 


Johnny Long Orc 








Loew 




















NEW YORK CITY |Rhythm Rockets 
State (27) Bobby May 
®weater Girl Rev Reade & Knigats 

WASHINGTON Jack Durant 
Capitel (27) Francis & Grey 
BOSTON Bonnie Baker 


Boston (28) 
— Raye Co 
ollo & V Pickert 
oy Davis 
tuart Morgan Danc 
Brown & Ames 
(21) 


The Faludys 
lien & Kent 
he Briants 
uth Terry 
itz Bros 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (28) 
e Ink Spots 
la Fitzgerald Ore 
foke & Poke 
eg Leg Bates 
(21) 
Orrin Tucker Orc 


Ambassadorettes 

Billy Reyes 
CINCINNATI 
Shubert (28) 

Orrin Tucker Orc 

Bonnie Baker 

Ambassadorettes 

3illy Reyes 

(21) 

Boone Co Jamboree 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (28) 

Robbins Bros & M 

Gil Maison Co 

Phyllis Colt 

Bob Evans 

3 Stooges 


(21) 





Folies Bergere 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Masic Hall (27) 
xen Davidson 
ugh Forgie 
Frances Cassar4 
Robert Shanley 
jilda Eckler 
erry Brandon 
ockettes 
lee Club 
orps de Ballet 
"o Rapee Symph 
Roxy (28) 
Buck & Bubbles 
Equillo Bros 
ichard Lane 
rixie 
Arichie Robbins 
Apollo (28) 
fonel Hampton 
Peters Sis 
ig Time Crib 
illie Holiday 
Windsor (28-30) 
Al Donahue Orc 
Hal Le Roy 
rances Faye 
he Nonchalants 
Fredericks Co 
Riviera (30) 
ammy Walsh 
an Alexander Orc 
olly Picon 
artin Bros & F 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (27) 


he Rimacs 
ick Gilbert 


Bd 


esi Arnaz 
arry Savoy Co 
an Souci Danc 
Marine (30) 
ob Howard 
ean Walters 
ayne & Gilbert 
Queens & Jack 


Ridgewood (26) 


anks & Faye 
eorgle Kay 
Jiola Layne 
rant Fam 
Sheepshead (30) 
Shades of Rhythm 
elen Honan 
arl Dawn Co 
us Van 
axine Bros & Bob 


‘ORI: 
Steinway (28-30) 
scar Davis 
ickens & Simmons 


| Little Tough 
Lya Lys 
3 Sailors 
AKRON 
Palace (28-1) 
trskine Hawkins O 
Chuckles & Cromer 
Reds & Curley 
Ida James 
4 Mills Bros 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (27) 
Simms & Bailey 
Dave Apollon 
Gaudsmiths 
Canestrelis 
Royal (28) 
Bammer State Bd 
Cristianis 


Guys 





Bob Parrish 
| Butter, Beans & S 
Willie Bryant 


State (30-3) 
Philharmonicas 
Bob King 
Ben Ross & 
(One to fill) 

CAMDEN 

Towers (28-30) 
France & Lapell 
Paul Rich 
Palermos Dogs 
Don Rice 
4 Samuels 

ELIZABETH 
Majestic (27-30) 
The Acromsriacs 
Betty Reeve 
George Freems 
Cordon & Sawyer 
Banks & Fave 
FALL RIVER 
Empire (27-29) 
Milt Britton Orc 
Yost’s Mimic Men 
Evelyn Farney 
FLORAL PARK 
Fleral (27 only) 
Bob Howard 
Jean Walters 
Payne & Gilbert 
2 Queens & . c 

FREEPORT 
Freeport (28 enly) 
Bob Howard 
Jean Walters 
Payne & Gilbert 
2 Queens & Jack 
GLEN COVE 


Carter 





Cove (27-29) 
Gus Van 





| Maxine 
| Helen 


i 
| 


Bros 
Honan 
The Maginis 
6 Grays 

HARTFORD } 
State (27) 
Shaw Ore } 
Bob Dupont } 
The Colstons 
HEMPSTEAD 

Hempstead (25-26) 

jus Van 


& Bob 


Artie 


J 


Helen Honan j 
The Maginis | 
6 Grays | 
JAMAICA 
Jamaica (27-80) | 
Wyman & White 
Grace Drysdale 
Cass, Owen & Topsy 
Dovle & Seed 
3 Sparks 
LYNBROOK 
Lynbrook (29 only) 
Bob Howard 
Jean Walters j 
Payne & Gilbert | 
2 Queens & Jack 
PASSAIC | 
Central (27) 
Teddy Powell Ore 
Tk-a-Dk Hoffman 
Sibyl Bowan 
Danny Dravson 
Honey Fam 
PATERSON 
Majestic (2-4) 
Hoffman Gls 
Bobby Baxter 
Rurton & Jeannette 
Doyle & Seed 
(28-1) 
Powder & Lipst’k R 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (2-4) 
Cartier Sis 
J Lane & Lovebirds 
Lewis & Ames 
Olive & Lou Caites 
(28-1) } 
Bert Lynn | 
Ross & Bennett 
Coleman Clark 


| Johnny Mack 


Fay’s (28) 
Valerie Parks 
Del Rios 


|Eddie White 


Olsen & Shirley 
(One to fill) 
PITMAN 
B'way (29 only) 
4 Phitharmonicas 
Bob | 
Poss & Carter | 
PROVIDENCE 


Bill Robinson 

J Lunceford Ore 

Miller Bros & Lois 

Vilma Middleton 
SOUTH RIVER 
Capitol (28-29; | 

6 Lucky Gis 

Brown & Lee 

Duke Art, Jr ! 





WORCESTER 1 
Plymouth (24-26) | 


Faith Bacon 
3 Sailors 


Teddy Powell Orc | 


} 


YOUNGSTOWN 





King | 


| Savannah 


Charlies Inwald 
Famous Door 


Sammy Walsh 
Babe Ruasin Ore 


51 Club 


Carolyn Biddle 
Marion Joyce 
Iris Kary] 
Wauneta Bates 
Frances Leslie 
Wilma Novak 
Irene Kaye 
Grooverneers 
Bobby Bernard 
Dick Lewis Ore 
Greenwich Village 
Inn 


| Carol Chapelle 
| Dianita 


| Vera 


Rivera 
Nova 

Gertrude Bond 
Judy Rudy 
Geraldine Gale 

Jene Monet Orc 
Harlem Rendezvous 
Edna Mae Harris 
Princess Valda 
Colum bos 
Bobbe 


Johnny Taylor 
Churchill 
Reeve Sis 
Spordoe-O-De | 
Havana-Madrid 
Carla & Fernando 
Belen Ortega 
Carmen Montoya 


Jenkins & Plowboys | Filipe De Flores 


Julio & Kiki 
Anita Rabal 


Hickory House 


Joe Marsala Orc 
Norma Shepard 


Chiquitico & E | 


Hotel St. Segis 

(Iridiam Room) 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Gus Martel Orc 
Harriet Haddon 
Lucille LaMarr 
Norah Gale 
Berniece Stewart 
Bob Duffy 
Bob Tobin 

(La Maltsonette) 
Nicholas Mathe Ore 
Eva Ortega 
|Yasha Nazarenko 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Ann Barrett 
Sonny Skyler 

Hotel Wal.lort- 

Astoria 

Tito Guizar 
Georges & Jalna 
Eddie Duchin Ore 





Hurricane 
Dave Dennis Ore 
| Don Richards 


| Mildred Railey 
Ore | 
Caston | 
Maxine Bros & Bob Metropolitan (27-30) phi) «@ Audrey 


Ieeland Restaurant 


i Danny White 
| Mildred Jocelyn 


Beuval & Tova 
Clem Belling Tr 
Joan Wood 
Ginger Layne 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Angelo Orc 
Jack Dempsey’s 
B'way Restaurant 
Kelly Rand 
Irv Carroll 
Adrian Rollini 8 
Kelly's Stable 


Betty Behr 
Ann Hallow 


| 

| Betty Bryant 
Eddie Mayhoffe 

| Barbara LaMarr 

| Haywood & Allen 

| Frank Shuman 
Spivy 

Village Barn 

| Anthony Trini Ore 

j|Jose & Mona 

iP & F Cunningham 
Towne & Knott 
Ed Ricard 

| Wivel 
Connie Joyce 
Baron & Bernay 

} 


Versallles 

Max Bergere Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Jane Pickens 
Fatricia Hall 
Frances Mercer 
Edward Trevor 
The Barrys 
Six-Ver-Sighs 

Village Barn 
Robinson & Martin 
Marion Moore 
Tex Fletcher Co 
Village Vangeard 
Leadbelly Nero 
Josh White 
Debby Best 





ATLANTIC CITY 


Claridge Hetel 
(Mayfair Room) 
|Marty Magee's Orc 
Club Nomad 
| Tiny Kaye 
Helene Francis 
|How'd Montgomery 
Mile Borie 
Manny Davis Ore 
President Motel 


| (Round the World 
Room) 

| Pedro Albani Ore 

| Paddock Int'l 


Zorita 

| Marie Kibbey 

| Vicki Cooper 

Faddockeers Ore 

Penn Atlantic Hotel 
(Palm Koom) 


Band Box 
| Pete Snyder 





























Erskine Hawkins O 


Happy, Tom & Jerry ,Chuckles & Cromer 


Reds & Curley 
Ida James 
4 Mills Bros 








Cabaret Bills 








Arthur's Moulin 
Rouge . 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Adama & Lisa 
Patricia York 
Dolores Baron Co 
Armando's 


Geo Morris Ore 
Pedrito Orc 
Julie Colt 
Aurelia Colomo 
Bagatelle 
Marcella Clair 
Aurelia Coloma 
Royal Lukawella 3 
Dick Wilson Orc 
Beachcomber 
Walter Long 
Shadrach Co e 
Sonny Tufts 
Bee Kalmus 
Toy & Wing 
Pupy, Michael, B 
Machito Ore 
Lee Kuhn Orc 
Ben Marden’s 
Winter Room 
Owen & Parker 
Diane Denise 
Dolores Anderson 
Freshman Five 
Bill Bertolotti’s 
& Marianne 
Pat Williams 


Lynn 





June Carroll 
Jean Mona 
Moya Gifford 
Lois Palmer 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Bill’s Gay 90’s 
Kay Parsons 
Lulu Bates 
Ethel Gilbert 
Brevoort 
Nora Sheridan 
Charles & Ray 
Ruth Landi 
Cafe Madison 
Sonny Kendis Orc 
Marlynn Michael Co 
Les Parker 
Cate Montparnasse 
Aileen Cook 
Jean Brunseco 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
John Kirby 
| Hazel Scott 
| Golden Gate 4 
Cafe Soctety 
(Village) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Sammy Price 
Connie Berry 
Art Tatum 
Heien Humes 
Helena Horne 
Ammons & Johnson 
Cafe Vienna 
Ruth Barr 
William Hoffman 
Murray Miller 
Doltfy Margens 
Leo Pleskow Ore 
Casa Marta 
Antoinette Severin 
Tony & Estrella 
Hector Del Villar 
Monalito 
Juan Dimitri Ore 
Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Gypsy Markoff 
Michel Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Mischa Novy 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Cerutti’s 
Bricktop 
Billy Hayward 
Clift Allen 
4 Chanticleers 
Dan Parrish 
Chateau Moderne 





Ore 





Gypsy Romaje 


NEW YORK CITY 


R MacNamara 
Paula Valera 
Annette Guerlain 
Maurice Shaw Ore 
Jack Messing 
Gabriel 

Bill Taylor 
Dorothy Tanner 
Whitey Burke 
Fred Leach 
Babe Halter 
Clichy 
Ann Gale 
Walter Lynch 
Club 18 


G Andrews Ore 
Jules Stower Ore 
Pat Harrington 
Jack White 
Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 
Kay Blaire 
Gaye Dixon 
Hazel McNulty 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Betty Jordan 
Club Gaucho 


Maruja Serrano 
Anita Rosal 
Nedra Madera 
Lupita Orla 
Maria del Carmen 
Camancho & F 
Don Carlos Ore 
Club Maxim 
Don Miguel 
Marion Shaw 
Rosita Carmen 
Vince & Anita 
Johnny Morgan 
Marion Powers 
Club Samoa 
Ching 
Elmer Snowden Ore 
Los Chamacos Ore 
Copacabana 
Gertrude Neisen 
Aurora 
Edna Sedgwick 
Loper & Barret 
Estrelita 
Federico Rey 
Samba Sirens 
Toni Todd 
Charles Baum Ore 
Frank Marti Orc 
Cora & Irene’s 
Winnie Duncan 
Nora Williams 
Terrace Boys 
Cog Rouge 
Laura Deane Dutton 
James Copp, III 
Nelson & Hartt 
Nick D'Amico Orc 
Cue Clab 
Key Men 
Dorothy Ross 
Bobbie Engels 
Nirma Cordova 
Louise Carlysle 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Mae Murray 
Nita Naldi 
Betty Compson 





Dorothy Lewis 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 

Della Lind 

Geo Fontana 
Lila Lee 

Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 

El Chico 
Don Alberto Ore 
Padilla Sis 
Teresita Osta~ 
Victoria Barcelo 
Antonio de Cordova 


El Morocco 


Chauncey Grey 
Chiquito Orc 


Ore 





Andre Bodo 


Larry Bennett 3 
Mercedes 
Carol Boyd 
Rollin Smith 
Ginger Wayne 
Hotel Ambassador 
(Trianon Room) 
Emil Coleman Orc 
Maggi McNellis 
Hotel Astor 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Dick Kuhn Ore 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
Arthur Ravel Ore 
Joe Pafumy Ore 
Vincent Young 
Hotel Biltmore 
(Bowman Room) 
Henry King Ore 
Rosita Rios 
Galante & L 
Cris Cross 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Virginia Hays 
Nye Mayhew Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
(Century Room) 
Vaughn Monroe Orc 
Peter Rotunda Orc 
Billingtons 
Keith Clark 
Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Orc 
Hotel Essex House 
Sammy Kaye Orc 
Hotel 5th Ave 
Diaz & Diane 
Raymond & Lucinda 
Burton Gross Orc 
Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Orc 
Meymo Holt 
Napua 
Leilani Iaea 
Nani Todd 
Lehua Paulson 
Hotel McAlpin 
Johnny Messner Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Benny Goodman O 
Cootie Williams 


Peggy Lee 
Tommy Taylor 
Adele Inge 


B & B Wade 

Ronny Roberts 

Ice Ballet 

Grace Harvey 
Hotel Navarro 
(Midnight Club) 

Margo & Mann 

Midnight Gypsies 


(Cocoanut Grove) 
Elaine 
Dora 


Jordan 
Maugham 
{Robert Raymon 
|Geoffrey Hale 
Rochelle & Beebe 

(Rhumba Room) 
Juan Donrigues Ore 
Julia Gerrity 
Fish & Gold 
The Three Debs 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Glen Miller Ore 


Hotel Pierre 
(Cetillion Room) 

Peggy Fears 
Chandra-Kaly Co 
Bertallerton 
Stanley Melba Orc 
Nick Raymond Orc 

(Cafe Pierre) 
Pliner & Earle 
Ariel Perry 
Monica Moore 

Hotel Plaza 

(Persian Room) 

Dick Gasparre Orc 
Gower & Jeanne 
Kitty Carlisle 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Kenny Gardner 
Hotel Savoy-Pliaza 
Hildegarde 
Bob Grant Orc 
Hotel St. Moritz 
(Cafe de la Paix) 
Garron & Bennett 
Eva Barcinska 
Cerney 2 
L & E Roberts 
Ford Harrison Orc 





Hotel Park Centrai| 


Billy Daniels 

King Cole % 

La Conga 
Noro Morales Ore 
Jack Harris Ore 
Vonna Co 

Peter Birch 

Carlos & Carita 

6 Congaettes 

Wally Wanger Gis 
La Marquise 
Ruth Winchell 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Ore 

La Martinique 
Dario & Vernon 
Hilde Salazar 
Imogene Coca Co 
Estelle & LeRoy 
Milton Douglas 
Cy Walters Ore 

Le Petit Palais 
Mme C Alphand 
Oscar Kariweis 
Duci de Kerekjarto 
Julian Fuhs 

Sula Lester 


Leon & Eddie’s 


Lou Martin Ore 

Narita Ore 

Eddie Davis 

Noel Toy 

Golden Pair 

Sahji Co 

Len Manning 

fal & Honey Bee 

Marcella Hendricks 

Norma Krieger 

Steven Phillips 

Kirk Wood 
Maison 

Bill Drye 

Carrie M Beville 
Monte Carle 

Marco 

Ore 

Ore 


Louis 


Renee de 
Ted Straeter 
Bob Knight 
Moulin Rouge 
Joe Richardel Ore 
iGeorges Danilo 
Marianne Baxter 
Judy Roberts 
Loretta Lane 
19th Hole Club 
Rita Renaud 
Tommy Lazardeo 
Bobby Blair 
Greta Lewis 
sill Hall Ore 
Old Koumanian 
Freddie Bernard 
Sasha Leonoft 
Jerry Withee 
Nila Ramos 
Joe La Port Ore 
Andy D’'Aquila 
Place Elegante 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Bill Farrell 
Vincent DeCosta 
Art Tubertini 
| Victor Harte 
| Bert Felton 
Queen Mary 
Jerry Blanchard 





Dorothy Tanner 
Jack Wallace Ore 
| Babe Slater 


Consuelo Flowerton 


| Jerry Bianchard 
Kimi Toye 

Boyd & Smith 
White Sis 


Rainbow Grill 


Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 


Rainbow Reom 
Maity Malneck Orc 
Velero Sis 
Russell Swan 
Ruth Page 
Betya Milskaya 

Ruban Bleu 
Mabel Mercer 
Vi Bradley 
Carrie Finnel 
James Copp, III 
R Dyer-Bennet 
Russian Kretchma 


Norma Lucero 
Lyda Swan 

Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Adia Kuzne‘zoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoff 
Cornelia Cedolban O 
Spivy’s Roof 
Tana 





Palace (2-4) | Hoot Howley Art Tantum Billy Snyder 
BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 
VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 
EDWARD SHERMAN 
1619 BROADWAY NEW YORK COL. 35-0930 





George Tibbles Ore 

Johnny Howard 

Ann Triola 

Billy Lankin 
Biltmore Bow] 


Bob Shea 

The Duffins 

The Velascos 

Frank Paris 

Carl Ravazza Ore 
Cafe Socirty 

Billie Holiday 

Clayton 3 

Bob Laine's Orc 
Casa Manana 

Elmo Tanner 

Perry Como 

Ted Weems Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 

Douglas Dean 

Jimmy Brierly 

6 H’wood Starlets 

Mitchell Leisen Rev 

Hibbert Byrd & Rue 

Snooky Lanson 

Ray Noble Orc 


Earl Carrell 


Dr Rockwell 

B Minnevitch Co 
Helen O’ Hara 
Michel Ortiz Ba 
Alec Morison 
Madelyn Meridith 
Barney Grant 

St Clair & Day 
Dorothy Ford 
The Debonairs 
Bery! Wallace 
Ina Hayward 

Bill Brady 
Manny Strand Ore 
Florentine Garden 
NTG 

Gwen Verdon 
Enters & Borgia 
Fred Scott 

Sugar Geise 
Jimmie Grier Ore 
Charlie Foy’s Club 
Charley Foy 

Les Burnett 
Lorraine Elliott 
Jerry Lester 

Red Stanley Ore 


Grace Hayes Lodge 
Vivian Marshall 
Jimmy O’Brien 
Grace Hayes 

I oodles W eaver 
Peter Lind Hayes O 
Neville Fieeson 
Hollywood Tropics 
Maxine Lewis 

Dick Thomas 
Nelson Boxing Cats 
Paul Neighbors Orc 


Ambassador Hotol 
| (Pump Room) 
Emile Pett 
Buttery 
The Noteables 
Barone 
Leon Fields 
J & J Walton 
tae Marsh 
Vera Allen 
Baronesses Ens 
Don Orlando Ore 
Skeets Minton 8 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Reom) 
Art Kassel Orc 
Marion Holmes 
Harvey Crawford 
Maurice & Maryea 
Hadley Gis 
(Tavern Room) 
Dave Pritchard Ore 
Dick Ware 
Bob Marshall 
Annette Shields 


Blackhawk 


Les Brown Orc 
Betty Bonny 
Cappy Bara Ens 
Shirley Gay 
Ralph Young 
Jose Rosado Ore 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm.) 
Johnny Duffy Ore 
Patti Clayton 
Breveort Hote] 
(Crystal Room) 
Tony & George 
Verna Ray 
Bob Billings 





|Al Francis Ore 
Sue Mitchell 
Ritz Cariten Hotel 
(Merry Go Round 
Room) 
| Eddy Morgan Ore 


Traymore Hotel 


| William Madden O 
Village Garden 

| (Black Horse Pike) 

{Don Gibson 

| Mildred Laverve 

Madeline Hart 

Hap Brander Ore 


Gables’ Ian 
(Black Herse Pike) 


|Nan DeMar 
Stanley Rich 
‘Joan Clark 


LOS ANGELES 


Heuse of Murphy 


Bob Murphy 
Charles Miller 
Jean Meunier 
Beth Reynolds 
Frankie Gallagher 
Gordon Bishop 

‘It’ Cafe 
Murray Parker 
Mavis Mims 
Dave Forrester Ore 


Macambo Cafe 


Edwardo Aguilar O 
Phil Ohman’s Ore 


Palladium 
Stan Kenton Ore 
Paris Inn 


Kenny Henryson 
Marg’rite & M’rtinez 
Henry Monet 

Mary Craig 
Bouncing McGees 
Joe Molle 

Helen Golden 
Helen Harrison 
Helen Miller 

Chuck Henry Ore 


Pirates Den 


Dennise 

Judy Caroi 

Tom Harty 

John Arden 

Nick Cochran Ore 


Rhum boagie 
Pot, Pan & Skillet 
Marie Bryant 
Lovey Lane 
Paul White 
6 Sepian Beauties 
Cee Pee Johnson O 

Reosevelt Hotel 
Harry Owens Orc 


Scheherazade Cafe 


Yascha Borowski 
Josephine Houston 
Charlies Holland 
Russian Gypsy Ore 


Seven Seas 


Renny Kaha 
Puanan!l Mathews 
Princess Luana 
Chief Sautini 
Stanley Wheeler 
Malua 
Charlie Openul 
Eddie Bush Ore 
Slapsy Maxies 
Ben Blue 
Cully Richards 
Jerry Kruger 
Marian Manners 
Benny Lessy 
Patti Moore 
Sam Lewis 
Joe Polsky 
Joe Oakie 
Al Bard Ore 
Swannee Inn 
Fred Skinner 
Joe Turner 
Meade Lux Lewis 
Tin Pan Alley 


Harry Carroll 

Jimmy Morgan 

Billy Green 

Alan R Jones 

Ray Sherrul Orc 

Jimmy O’Brien 

Pauline Carroll 
Trianon 

Bob Crosby Ore 
Trouville 

Jerry Bergen 

Willie Shore 

‘Stop, Look & Listen’ 

Rob's B Royallaires 





CHICAGO 


} Broadmont 


| Ralph Fielder 
jonnie & Ryan 
Kay Foster 
Pat Lewis 
Evelyn Raye 
Art Testa Ore 
Brown Derby 
Kay Carroll 
Thelma White 
Biaine Rabey 
Three Ryans 
Ann Starr 
Vi Mar Due 
Beth Farrel] 
Ruth Love 
Virginie James 
Marion Ryan 
Brenda Compton 
Milton & Ann 
Ted Smith 
Duke Yellman Ore 
Capitol Lounge 
King Cole 8 
Louis Jordan Ore 
Chez Paree 
Lou Breeze Ore 
Lou Holtz 
Ethel Shutte 
Rossilianos 
6 Willys 
Lois Harper 
Bobby Ramos Ore 
Evans Gis 
Club Alabam 
Larry Vincent 
Bernie Adler 
Mary Earle 
Paulette LaPierre 
Harriet Norris 
Charlotte van Das 
Del Estes 
Marion Moore 





; Sun 


Allan Coe 

Dave Unell Ore 

Eddie Reth Orc 
Colosimos 

Lamb-Yocum Ice R 

Don Lang Ore 

Henry Lishon Ore 


Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Vincent Bragale O 
Drake Hotel 
(Camillia House) 
Ramon Ramos Ore 

Adelaide Moffett 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Watk) 


Richard Himber Ore 
Margery Lea 
Mata & Hari 
Nighthawks 
Dorben Gis 

8385 Club 
Carroll & Gorman 
Patricia Ford 
Roberta & Sarita 
Hal Munro Ore 
Johnny Honnert 

Eitel’s 

Heidelberg Octet 

Rathskellar 
Louis & Ore 


5100 Club 


Danny Thomas 

June Carson 

Bob O Lin Gis 

Mark Fisher Ore 
Garrick Stagebar 

Cats & Fiddle 4 

Nettie Saunders 
Graemere Hotei 

(Glass House Km) 

Lew Story Ore 

Marie Lawler 

Betty Grey ~ 
Grand Terrace 

Louis Armstrong O 

Hi Hat 

Billy Carr 

Benny Fields 

Carol Crane 

Walter & J Brown 

Jean Mona 

Eddy Fens Ore 

H Martinez Orc 

Winnie Hoveler Gls 


Ivanhoe 


Flerence Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 
Holly Swanson 
Vierra Hawalians 
Helen Sumner 

L’ Aiglen 
Spiros Stamos Ore 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Joe Reichman 
Jane Fulton 
DeAngelo & Porter 
(Meter Bar) 
Joe Vera 
Bowery 
Tony Martin 
Marvin & White 
Tanner & Swift 
Renee D’Orsay 
The DeMaranuilles 
Midgie Fellows 
Don Arden Dane 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Ore 
Casanova 
De Rio & Dorothy 
Billie Bisher 
J Williams & Tom 
Lee Walters Orc 
Club Congo 
Orlando Robertson 
St Claire & LeRoy 
2 Beachcombers 
Gert Saunders 
6 Congoettes 
Teddy Blackmon 
King Perry Ore 
Corktown Tavern 


Don Harris 
Harl Parchman 
Hart & Allison 
Geo Bell 


Panchita Villa 
Phil Skillman Ore 
Grand Terrace 


Don Harris 
Davis & Delmar 
Earl Parchman 


Mildred Perlee 
Hilge 
Gregory, 


Ray’d &C 


| Lyle Carlyle Ore 


Hund’s 
Val Serenaders 
London Chep Heuse 
Barney 
Kuby Orc 
Connie Barleau 
Club Mayfair 
Marty Joyce 
Carol Crane 
Mervin Jensen 
Dorothy Gerron 
Phil Olsen Ore 
Nebiolo’s 
Fay & Andre 
Johnny Policy 
Laskey Sis 
Clem Hawkins 
Leonard Seel Ore 
Northwood Ina 
Anita Jacobi 
Woods & Bray 
Dale Rhodes 
Theresa Rudolph 
Don Amato 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 
Charles Costello Ore 


Green 


Clab Bali 
Wilfredo 
Jane Mathews 
Catalano Rolan 
Balilovlies 
Alan Fielding Orc 
Sacassas & Orc 
Corday & Triano 
3 Aces 
Marian Powers 
Ben Franklin 

Los Gitanos 
Dell Norella 
Renee & Root 
Wesley Whitehouse 
Nancy Hunt 
Frankie Masters 
Talia 
Marquita & Pancho 

Benny the Bum’s 
Lila Lynn 
Marquita 

Cadillac Tavern 
Little Joe 
Tiny Lee 
Eddie Biack 
Bonnie Stewart 
Count Viriato 
Bette 





(Continued 





Gwendolyn Veausell 
Murray & Cumming 
George Deveron 
Isobel de Marco 
New Yorker 
Dolly Kay 
Ralph Cook 
Marjorie Lane 
Natalie & Howard 
Dariene Ottum 
Patsy Gale 
Starlets 
Arne Barnett Ore 
Al Milton Ore 
(Picadilly Circle) 
Billy Meyers 
Jim Marvin 
Rocky Elsworth 


Paimer Heuse 

(Empire Room) 
Griff Williams Ore 
The Hartmans 
Gertrude Simmons 
Pedro DeLeon Ore 
Abbott Dancers 


Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Jack Teagarden Ore 
Kitty Kallen 
Carlton Emmy 
Walter Donoghue 
N Brooks Style Rey 
Carl Marx 
Rhumba Casine 
Dean Murphy 
Sylvia Froos 
Sunny Rice 
Tanner Sis 
Pan-Am Dane 
Don Pedro Ore 
Monchito Ore 
Ferd Canay Ore 
606 Club 
Honey Bee Kellar 
Wally Vernon 
Marion Miller 
Evelyn Taylor 
Betty Shayne 
Maxine DeShon 
Alyce Cerf 
Betty Shayne 
Millie Wayne 
Fay & Wellington 
606 Gis 
Dolly Sterling 
Denna Darnell 
Sol Lake Orc 
Tripoli 3 


Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Keem) 


Avis Kent 
Del Courtney Ore 


DETROIT 


McColl Sis 
Jack London 
Palm Beach 
Mann Bros 
leo & Rita 
Claire Williams 
Billy Meagher 
Don Pablo Orc 
Huck’s Bedford tas 
Mac McGraw Ore 
Royale 
Mirth & Mack 
Landre & Verna 
Ruth Dare 
lborraine & Ellis 
raft-Kretlow Gis 
Dick Worthington 
Don McGrane Ore 
Statler Hotel 


Marquita Flores 
Pancho 

Tavo 

Pat Gilmore 


Madriguera O 
Saks 

Cliff Winehill 

Kay Vernon 

Bernie & Jovann 
The Kemmys 

Pearl Magiey Dane 
Leonard Seel Ore 
San Diego 


Enric 


Gene Emerald 
Glenn Dale 





The Rordens 

Dotty Sloan 

Cliff Arvin 

Al Alexander Ore 
Stevadora 

Everett & Conway 

|} Bill Harris 

Roland & Rite 

Irene Burke 

Tiny Gorman 

| Jack Thomas Ore 

| The Tropics 


| Bill Oger (3) 


| Bob & Grace Conrad 
Del Parker 

|v incent Bragale Ore 
| Vernes 

Irene Burke 

Dot Mac! 

Diana Greb 

Chuck Stevens Ore 


Whittier Hetel 
(Geld Cab Room) 
Herman Fine 
Wonder Bar 
Pat Nash 
Manuel Lopez Orc 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
508 Club 


Dale Rhodes 

Di Giovanni 

Good & Goody 
Dottie Ard 

Jean Moore 

Joy & Juanita 
Delia & Drigo 
Horace Houck Ore 





PHILADELPHIA 


Henriquettes (6) 
Rifts <3) 
Harry Debbs Ore 
Carroll's 
Gaines Orc 
Wilma Douglas 
Janne & Anthony 
Dot Landy 
Elsie Sterling 
Crystal Ames 
Babe Cummings 
3’ Variety Boys 
Pat Bernard 
Jimmy Lewis 
Carrollovlies (12) 
Clab 15 
Jane Lynn 
Peaches Wayne 
Babs Stone 
Marlene Turner 
Maity Owens 
H Hale Rhymettes 
College Inn 
College Inn Co-Eds 
Ruth Templeton 
Shermau Bros. 
Tersie 
Jack Delmar 
Toni Sorrell 





Scarer Gavin 


on page 62) 
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RAINBOW ROOM, N. Y. 


Malneck Orch (8), Ruth 
PR ny | Bentley Stone, Milskaya, 
Russell Swann, Velero Sisters Rhum- 
ba Band (6), Dr. Sydney Ross; $2.75 
minimum dinner, $1 and $2 supper 
cover Saturday. 








chow at the Rainbow Room is 
Baas hone for the class room and 
or mass appreciation. — Managing 
director John Roy continues main- 
taining a neat batting average by 
unearthing new personalities who, 
daring as the idea may be, seemingly 
sustain his judgment handsomely. 
He has been partial, of late, to ex- 
cerpts from -the ballet, and in Ruth 
Page & Bentley Stone, for example, 
he has a novelty (New Acts) that 
can play other kindred type cafes. 
They're the new highlight of the 
room. 

Also new is Milskaya, one of those 
Continental chanteuses who looks 
like a trailer for ‘Oh-Chi-Chornia, 
but mixes it up with a Petite 
Chapeau’ (French), Latin and other 
numbers. Her cowl-gown looks okay. 

Russell Swann is the highlight of 
the show, his second time back here. 
Swann is making much progress and, 
at this pace, will become an attrac- 
tion and not just a good solid act. 
He reminds of people like Fields, 
Hope, MacMurray, Keating, et al. 
who started as jugglers, straight 
vaudevillians, musicians or magi- 
cians but who, through combination 
of personality and capability of 
small-talk and delivery, graduated 
into faster company as out-and-out 

medians. 

Swann's pacing proves that. So 
much so, his magico almost now be- 
comes incidental. He frequently 
skirts the edges when working with 
customers, but knows how to pick 
his audience-stooges, seemingly; and 
particularly is good judgment re- 
quired when he does the Chinese 
head-chopping trick—the China Clip- 
per he calls it. That calls for a man 
from the audience kneeling on the 
ground, his head through the Orien- 
tal torture wrack, etc., but he makes 
much of every opportunity without 
distressing or disturbing his unoffi- 
cial stooge. 

Otherwise, Matty Malneck and 
Velero Sisters are returners, respec- 
tively helming the main and Latin 
bands. Business appears to be good. 

The Rainbow Room’s tariffs, menu 
and wine cellar, prove anew that the 
nicer the place the more moderate 
seems to be the rap. It’s the big, 
more raucous spots that charge more 
for less; the nicer environments en- 
courage steady returners by judi- 
cious cataloging of their wares. In 
short, the $2.75-and-up prix fixe din- 
ner here, with the show, etc. (or the 
$1 and $2 supper cover, latter on 
Sat.) gives you more for the money 
than you get in less discriminating 
restaurant-cafes. Abel. 


Kitty Davis Airliner 
(MIAMI BEACH) 





Miami Beach, Nov. 
DeSylva Twins, Reid Jaynes, 


99 
es. 


Eden | 


Twins, Billy Young, Raymon, Mar- | 





tint & Lee, Marion Joyce, Johnny 
Silvers Orch (8); $1 minimum. 
Under the able management of | 


Charley Hoover, this soaring saloon 
has during the summer been the 
beach’s No. 1 nocturnal retreat. 
clientele is drawn from a wide strata, 
and while its priority will no doubt 
be suspended with the opening of the 
larger boites, it should continue to 
attract a sizeable share of the p.m. 
trade. Under the Hoover regime the 
waiters are better mannered, the 
dance floor has been elevated and 
atmosphere of the spot is consider- 
ably more rarified. 

As for the current divertisement, 
while minus any name value, it is 
nevertheless a good buy for the $1 
minimum and sufficiently entertain- 
ing to please most sip and sup sit- 
tees. Room has dispensed with cus- 
tomary gal line for the present, but 
show is still overiong, running 60 
minutes, and climaxing in burley 
opera finale that could stand tight- 
ening. 

Unusual situation is presented in 
spotting two twin hoofing combina- 
tions on the same bill. Turns, how- 
ever, don’t overlap each other. The 
DeSylva Twins are ace delineators of 
Afro-Cuban terpology and register 
neatly, Pair are above most bacardi 
bump proponents in that their rou- 
tines are executed with greater 
finesse and imagination, More sea- 
Soning should qualify this duo as a 
Class cafe attraction. 

Second twin combine are the 
Edens, two luscious looking femmes, 
who, though offering nothing start- 
ling in esthetic legology, atone in full 
by diverting display of pulchritude. 

ith smart routines these gals could 
80 places, but minus the maribu 
feathers which are attached to their 
costumes, 


A single, Reid Jaynes is a solid 


beat-me-daddy exponent of a boogie- 
Woogie piano. Slightly 


Its | 





self-con- | 


Scious, he nevertheless has a terrific’ 





left hand, and fairly causes the paint 
on the piano to blister with his light- 
ning keyboard capers. 

Warbling niche is occupied by 
Marion Joyce, who, though well re- 
ceived, has little technically to rec- 
ommend her. She’s a digit-snapping, 
hey-hey, sock singer who appears to 
experience difficulty in deciding 
whether to give a la Martha Raye, 
Mary Martin or Frances Faye, and 
whose piece de resistance is ‘Dinah.’ 
Gal must apply her makeup with a 
towel. 

Raymon, Martini and Lee are hard- 
working zanies, but woefully lacking 
in socko material. Boys sing, hoof 
and pound each other black and blue, 
but just miss the boat for any really 
solid guffaw returns. Frankie Lee 
was formerly one of the Three 
Racketeers. He’s a comical chap, but 
his two foils fall down on the feed. 
Billy Young remains as the general 
factotum, calling the turns and ap- 
pearing in the finale. He formerly 
played straight to Wally Vernon. 

Johnny Silver’s eight-man combo 
is a fixture and dispenses its usually 
solid dansapation. Leslie. 


COQ ROUGE, N. Y. 


Laura Deane Dutton, James Copp 
III. Nelson & Hartt, Nick D’Amico 
orch (6); $2.75 dinner, $1.50 and $2 
(Saturday) supper minimum. 


Smart east 56th street Le Coq 
Rouge, one of the nicer dine-dance 
spots, has always yenned for some 
of the supper club gravy and, apart 


from the spell when socialite song- | 


stress Ann Francine enjoyed a fair 
draw, after-theatre business has been 


spotty. Hence the supper club pol- 
icy, in a new Vernon McFarlane 
decor, with Nick D’Amico’s zingy 
sextet for the dansapation aug- 


mented by three intime acts. 

Two of them will suffice, both un- 
der New Acts, respectively the open- 
ing and closing turn, Laura Deane 
Dutton, songstress from the Rainbow 
Room, and Nelson & Hartt, satirists, 
last at LaMartinique. In between is 
James Copp III with his wacky and 
somewhat weird wordage at 
piano or celeste. He’s an as-you- 


the | 


CHEZ PAREE, CHI 


Chicago, Nov. 19. 
Lou Holtz, Ethel Shutta, Rossili- 
anos (2), 6 Willys, Lois Harper, Lou 
Breese Orch (16), Bobby Ramos 
Orch (10); $2.50-$3.50 Minimum. 











Mike Fritzel and Joey Jacobson’s | 
newly redecorated nitery has a/ 
standard show headed by two stand- | 
ard names in Lou Holtz and Ethel | 
Shutta. Holtz and Miss Shutta are 
vet troupers of the Chez Paree, and 
their every appearance here is solid | 
jackson. 

Holtz remains 
story-teller and the 
yarns continue to be bright and 
funny through his punch and sales- 
manship. He brings no new jokes 
with him, and whether that is harm- 
ful remains highly seobleenatien® | 
the audience here kept asking for 
the old ones, 

Miss Shutta has a lot of new songs. | 
She looks great and handles this mob | 


{ 


an 


with shrewdness. Vet singer Is 
gracious and suave, and sells her 


songs with sound showmanship. 


ard jugglers from 
Femme jugglers continue to need the 
aid of a costumer. 


In the center production number 
are the Polish ballroom dancers, the 
Rossilianos, They are a flashy dance 
team with nifty costuming and nov- 
elty. With ballroom dancing being 
generally standardized with waltzes, 
rhumas and tangoes, the Rossilianos 
have a big advantage with the nov- 
elty effect of their polka work. 

Fred Evans turned out three good 
production numbers. Lou Breese 
orchestra is still outstanding for 
playing a floor show. He also has 
bang-up dance music. Bobby Ramos 
does a good warbling job and 
handles the rhumba band with quiet 
distinction. Gold. 


DRUM ROOM, K. C. 


(HOTEL PRESIDENT) 


Kansas City, Nov. 18. 
Juan Makula’s Conga Band with 
Jeannita & Zora; no cover or mini- 
mum, 





like-it type of act, not as boffo as 
Dwight Fiske but reminding a bit of 
him. His lyrics are in the Salvador 
Dali idiom of futuristic and cubistic 
phraseology. Some of it is not with- 
out its moments, but in the main his 
zany phrases sound like a lyrical 
hangover. Which gives an idea. 
Premiere was for the benefit of 
American Flying Services Founda- 
tion, Inc., to a $2.50 tap which in- 


cluded supper, but the room has no | 


minimum or cover and caters to a 
discriminating following, presided 
over by Frank Bonaccini. Abel. 


Cristal, Buenos Aires 
Buenos Aires, Nov. 8. 

Barry Moral Orch (12), Julieta 

Moral, S. Olewsky, Jorge del Prado, 





Jacha Reim 

Spotted right in the center of 
B.A.’s Broadway—Calle Lavalle— 
where film houses run a solid three 
blocks, this after-darker has picked 
up considerably this season by toss- 
ing out long-time favorite tango 


groups and installing a U.S. jazz unit. | 
It’s still strictly a listening proposish | 
for the customers, as in many of the 
‘confiterias’ here, but even though 
terping must be limited to foot- 
tapping, the jive makes ’em ante up} 
the pesos, which is all that matters 
for the management in either Amer- 


ica. It’s not that dancing wouldn't 
bring in more customers but that | 
under local law dance licenses are | 


about eight times as steep as places 
without swing space. 

Current headliner is Barry Moral, 
a good looking Argentine lad who 
once sang with Eduardo Armani’s | 
top-ranking loca! swing outfit. Moral 
has a 12-man outfit that beats out a 


very creditable brand of U.S. jive | 
and can also turn its hands to a 
superior assortment of Brazilian 
sambas and Cuban rhumbas and 


congas. Stuff is a little bit too stand- | 
ardized for the real jive fans here| 
who manage to keep up with doings 
on 52d street via discs and the short- 
wave, but the average filmgoer who | 
likes a bit of entertainment after the | 
show finds it ok. Julieta Moral, | 
warbler with the crew, has a good 
soprano which she manages to} 
handle with a fresh, appealing man- | 
ner. Her English lyrics are more | 
than passable. 

To balance the show, the Cristal 
has three other featured names—S. 
Olewsky, European violinist; Jorge | 
del Prado, singer, and Jacha Reim, | 
handling a spotlighted ivory spot. Of | 
the three Reim drew the biggest 
hand on night caught. He can switch | 
from swing to symph and back with 
hardly a ripple, and style, while| 
nore English than American, is defi- | 
nitely listenable Ray. | 


| 
| 


| Juliana, 


a wiz at 


| would 


The conga and rhumba trade, in 
| headquartering in the Drum Room, 
thas a variation in its rhythms with 
| Juan Makula’s group. Ensemble was 
|brought in to furnish the Latin 
|rhythms, and fulfills on this count, 
| but offerings are highly spiced with 
|; Gypsy beats as leader is himself of 
| Spanish-Gypsy descent. Book in- 
| cludes numerous selections reflecting 
ithe background, 

Versatility is a prominent factor 
| with this musical group, as it is with 
most of those appearing here, Ma- 
kula augments his fiddling to a trio 
with Zora, featured on the accordion 


| southern temperament or what you 
outstanding | Will, but when a guest band really 
oft-repeated | blasts out, everybody looks very po- 


tion 
| front-of-the-band gyrator. 


|; who 
|}glance at the record situation, let’s 
|note that Papa Paul and his White- 


| meet and set up some kind of a 
;record, The jig was in the jack, pack- 

Lois Harper is a little dancer with | ing the auditorium with nearly 5,000 
okay appearance and a lot of action | people, 
in her work. Six Willys are stand- | probably were older persons than the 
vaudeville and | average college crowd. 
their club tossing was well received. | Long has recently surprised by pull- 


BEACHCOMBER, N. Y. 


Walter Long, Bee Kalmus, Sonn 
Tufts, Toy & Wing, Shadrach Boy 
(2), Pupy, Michale & Bastita Co. (6) 
Line (6); Machito & Lee Kuhn orchs} 
$2 minimum weekends, 


out a nice evening of entertainment. 
Their mimicing of some of the 
greats of jazz in a novelty tune, 
‘Whatcha Gonna Do When There 
Ain’t No More Swing?’, scored 
heavily. 

Muriel Byrd garnered her share 
of palmpounding for her work at 
the piano during the intervals the 
band is off the stand. Liuzza. 








The New Beachcomber comes up 
with a nifty show, staged by Benny 
| Davis, with Davis and Sammy Stept 

Colle e Rh hm ; also contributing three original 
g |songs that suit the purpose. This 

|spot has been doing good business 
|since its reopening by a new syndi- 
|cate a few weeks ago, and the cure 
rent entetrtainment is quite lavish 
for a nitery of such limited capacity. 

This is a distinct improvement 
over the opening layout, in talent, 
pacing of the show and dance rou- 
tines for the six-girl ensemble, this 
time conceived by Al White, Jr. Acts 
are all top-rate, including Walter 
and a|Long’s expert hoofing, Bee Kalmus’ 
robust singing, Toy and Wing’s cute 
ballroomology, and the colored 
|Shadrach Boys (2) (New Acts) in 
| their high-scoring zaney song-piano- 
log along the lines of ofay Oshins 
and Lessy, latter now split up. For 
added measure, there are Sonny 
Tufts husky baritone, and Pupy, 
Michale, Batista Co. (6), rhumba jit- 
terbugs, also covered under New 
Acts. 

Show moves fast from the opening 
gong, which has Long fronting the 
line's first of three routines, all well- 
danced and nicely costumed. The 
Latin - American jitterbugs follow, 
and then Miss Kalmus clicks with 
‘Kiss The Boys Goodbye,’ ‘I’m No- 
body’s Baby,’ ‘You’re a Lucky Fel- 
low Mr. Smith’ and finally one of the 
new Davis-Stept tunes, ‘When’ which 
just about gets by. Other new songs 
are ‘Rio Rhythm’ and ‘The Gaucho 
with a Black Moustache,’ both fair. 

Toy and Wing’s two routines, to 
‘Beguine’ and ‘Kicking That Gong 
Around,’ the Oriental femme work- 
ing the latter on her toes, drew a 
near showstop at this catching. 
Sonny Tufts, who also m.c.s, spots a 
breather here with ‘Donkey Seren- 
ade’ and then Long’s sparkling hoof- 
ing whams. Shadrach Boys close, 
and for good reason. It would have 
been difficult for any of the acts to 
follow them. 

Machito’s rhumba band plays the 
show and doesn’t do badly, consider- 
bing the fact the most of the tempo 
isn’t Latin. For the rhumba hoofing, 
however, Machito’s crew rates wit 
the best. Alternating for the fox- 
trots is Lee Kuhn’s meta eae | eg 

cho, 

















Continued from page 44-—— 


lite and claps in genuine apprecia- 
but it’s seldom you find the 
Before we switch over to the bands 
didn’t make the list 





men convened on campus last year 
at the same time as a state-wide 


many of whom, however, 


And Johnny 


ing the popularity rabbit out of the 
hat. Possibly his recording of ‘Yea 
Alabama,’ the Capstone’s lusty origi- 
nal, has something to do with it. 

As for those who didn’t win a men- 
tion, Benny Goodman wasn’t named 
(not even as a candidate for the sym- 
phony series next spring). But the 
Goodman potentialities are there as 
far as ‘Bama popularity goes. One 
hefty arrangement would put him 
back in the running, and he can still 
pack our auditorium.any time he 
likes, 


Tommy Tucker seems to have 
missed the bus because his tick-tock 
didn’t keep the right time for a long 
enough time. As for Orrin, we 
haven’t heard enough of his latest 
as yet to notice any perceptible beat- 
ing of the drums for his rhythm. 


Dusky Faves 


Not a shady mark appeared on any 
of the ballots for Cab Calloway, Earl 
Hines, Erskine Hawkins or any of 
the boys in this branch. But they 
have their followings at the private 
jukeboxes, particularly Hawkins, 
who is considered somewhat of a 
local boy with his Birmingham back- 
ground and his ‘Tuxedo Junction.’ 

Slipping in a plug for the local 
boys, we'll never forget (the late) 


Century Room, Dallas 
(HOTEL ADOLPHUS) 


Dallas, Nov. 22, 


’ ‘ : : The Mazxellos (5), Glen Pope 
vm gr ttn: Ronae two Fhe Burns & White, Dorothy Byton 
BO. on sensnoro, a.— | Dancers (6), Herman Waldman 


observed that it was great to be back 
and, judging from receipts, Hal was 
mighty welcome. 

Pastor’s popularity has climbed to 
high C since the announcement he 


Orch (11), Cover, $1.50 couple, din- 
ners, $1.75 up. 


Novelty in manner of presentation 





and doubling in strings, and Jimmy | 


| Mroczek, 
stepping out front with a violin. Vo- 
icals are handled capably by Jean- 
nita, called in when illness detained 
regular songstress. Jeannita 


takes her turn on English, Spanish 
and Gypsy lyrics, sometimes working 
with Zora as duo, 

Leader’s firstrate fiddling, string 
trio, accordion offerings and vocal 
work provide an evening of varied 
i|musie for the patrons considering | 
Makula’s arrangements and Slavic 
rhythms, Quin, 


BLUE ROOM, N. O. 


(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 


New Orleans. Nov. 20. 
Christine Forsythe, The Albins, 


regular stringbass thumper, | 





Will & Gladys Ahern, Muriel Byrd, 
Smoothies, Neil Bondshu Orch; $2 
minimum Saturdays. 


New band and show is certain to 
keep the customers happy, having 
plenty of variety and good, solid 


talent. There’s something for every- 
body’s tastes. 

Topping is Neil Bondshu’s orches- 
tra, making its first appearance here. 
Not only is the pleasant, talented 
and personally contagious Bondshu 
the ivories, but his band 
ear just as easy and | 
as his highly skilled | 


meets the 
melodically 
pianoing. 

Dominating in the Bondshu music, 
of course, is the Bondshu piano, 
which is as it should be, but those 
reed, violin and brass sections speak 
with the same authority. So does 
Vicki Lane, the Bondshu vocalist, 
who has a voice as well as looks. 

Floor show is made up of a quar- 
tet of acts. Opening is Christine 
Forsythe, a tall looker with a nice | 
figure and a fine tap-dancing style. 
The Albins contribute a ballroom 
burlesque that’s nifty, too. Will and 
Gladys Ahern, present an amusing 
rope-spinning, dancing, singing. and 
patter turn, It’s entertaining, but 
could be improved a bit if Will 
quit trying to be a Will 
Rogers and shorten his line of chat- 
ter during his ropespinning. 





Topping the floor acts are the | 
Smoothies, two boys and a girl, who | 
come up with songs needed to round 


| lished, Miller’s ‘Cho-Choo,’ Dorsey’s | 
| ‘This Love of Mine,’ Jimmy’s ‘Jim,’ | 
| Will probably have passed as quick- | 


}pass on...but with this observation 


and first-rate talent make the new 
Hotel Adolphus Century Room show 
extremely diverting. Billed as ‘Cire 
cus Time,’ layout combines the work 
of three acts plus the smartly trained 
Dorothy Byton Dancers. 


would play for the Commerce-Arts- 
Science hop next month, although he | 
was unmentioned in the poll taken a | 
week prior to the buildup. All of 
which indicates the fickleness of the A 3 ; 
college fans. Being one of the most|., ©!#CUS posters, balloons and sim- 
cosmopolitan universities in the | Jar Gecorations -bear out ee ame 
country, with nearly half of its deni- | =? montis i the room itself, end the 
“7 ; ? on ; show carries it on with an extreme- 

zens coming from any one of the 47 |ly clever opening number through 
other states, as well as Canada, Alas-|to a whirlw ind finale by Five 
ka and several South American | Maxellos, breathtaking, comedy-acro- 
countries, "Bama’s musical tastes can | batic team. Somewhat unusual is an 
be called as consistently inconsistent | acro combination on a stage as small 
as that of the average American, jas the Century Room floor allows, 
Ray Palge Liked ; but the Maxellos carry it off in fine 


fashion, Plenty of foot-to-foot stuff, 

For example, ‘Night and Day’ as; midair changes, double flips and 
played by Raymond Paige, turned | loops which sometimes have three 
out to be the current favorite in a| twirling as a unit. It’s a fast, per- 
side survey we made of the favorite | fectly timed routine which can work 
discs of 30 fraternities—a total upset, | a to an audience, - here, where 
because we thought Miller’s ‘Chat- | . “ — is a raised a noes — 
tanooga Choo-Choo’ had the nod | Bans pe ures peor gs tates. 

° Maxellos spice the act by invitin 

Swinging over for a final look at| customers to come up for a bit of 
record favorites, Dorsey, James, Mil- | kicking around; it’s good for screams. 
ler and J. Dorsey platters seem to be} ‘Sharing honors on palm-thumping 





the 


|the favorites—in that order—at the | WS Glen Pope, glib hand-is-quicker- 
|Capstone now. And, of course, the| than-the-eye-gent Phe rast and 
. = ; . amusing patter. e dispiays mitte 
Andrews Sisters and Boswell vocals | “;: pe 
always sell cor istent] d “| click sleight-of-hand work. Al- 
ilways sell consistently go . 
aways consistently good. |} though he does bird-cage and cig- 
But the record scene rapidly |aret feats for flash effect, his real 


| forte is in coin-card legerdemain, in 
which he has a brilliant touch. He’s 
the best from the local entertain- 
ment angle since Russell Swann 
| brightened up the after-dark scene 
here last year. 

Burns and White are a mixed team, 
versatile in softshoe, tap and acro« 
... Bamian’s like it almost any way|batic. The platinum blonde parte 

.swung out or wrung out...but this; mer is highly talented and decora- 
goes mostly for listening...and for|tive, capably handled by the male 
dances the bands do best who keep| i" some novel and intricate acro 
their notes on the soft side, with| tricks. The gal does a takeoff of a 
enough groove-grapplers to please a farmer's daughter stripping at Min- 


pretty large balcony barrage and not | sky’s, with latter not too strong at 


changes, and by the time this is pub- 


ly as the revival of ‘Jeanie With——’ 
So, with the current sellers, we'll 


3 this time, with the public’s taste 
| too many feature acts or solos...be- |turned against burlesque. Other 
| cause we still get there an hour late {routines were heavily mitted. 

for a four-hour dance. | The Byton Dancers, six comely 
(Next week: U. of California) |girls, are used in a_ production 
| scheme having a circus theme. They 





| dress in costumes simulating lions, 
tigers and other animals. 
Music is dispensed capably by Here 


Artie Shaw vacations for two 
weeks beginning Jan. 1, and Benny 


Goodman lays off last two weeks in|man Waldman’s orchestra. Walde 
January for rest at Miami. Latter|™an, who retired from the band 
hasn't been well lately. He took | OUSiness for several years, fronts a 
, . vy 4qaar 4J . ‘ j 


: 1. 4.1 | 8roup of locals who dish out rhythms 
two days off from New Yorker NOLL | oc well as many of the names which 
bandstand last week (17-18). aun aeunaane Siaas Berg. 
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He Guesses Wrong, Too 





‘Commodore’ Barnet Hart, father of Moss Hart, writes lyrics and 
sometimes tunes to fit ‘em about most plays in which the author 
figures. His latest enthusiasm is ‘Junior Miss,’ which Hart directed. It’s 
at the Lyceum, N. Y. Play, which started like a winner last week, 
evoked the following chorus from the elder Hart: 


‘You're a wonderful Junior Miss. 

You're wonderful just as you are. 

Don’t be anxious to play with the boys; 
Go back to school and play with your toys. 
When you're older, it won't be long, 


You'll get every wish 


Listen to mama and papa, dear, 

And be a good Junior Miss. 
There’s a verse to it, too. Senior Hart didn’t care to compose any~ 
about ‘The Fabulous Invalid,’ one of Kaufman and Hart’s few 
ither for ‘You Can’t Take It With 
s,, despite which it made a fortune 


thing 
floperoos. He didn't turn poet e 
You,’ about which he said ‘it stink 


for the collaborators and the late Sam 


Pulitzer prize. 


H. Harris, also eopping the 


Lae ene 








Inside Stuff—Legit 





“The Seventh Trumpet,’ which opened at the Mansfield, N. Y., last Friday 
(21), has a program credit line ‘this production executed through Theatre 
Latter is an outfit headed by Jean Rosenthal, theatre 
She was in charge of the ‘Native Son’ 
roduction last season, previously being active in presentations of the 


Production Service.’ is | 
enthusiast and lighting specialist. 


ercury Theatre. 


The concern supplies productions principally for community, little and 
summer stock enterprises, either on a rental basis or otherwise. Function 
of the service company is described as a sort of middleman between 
scenic studios, lighting, costumers and other allied stage supply firms. 

Backers of ‘Trumpet’ are not disclosed, other than Charles Rann Ken- 
nedy, the author of the play. Religious bodies and churches of all denomi- 
nations have been canvassed with the idea of creating potential audiences 
for the drama, which has an ecclesiastic background, although classed a 


war play. 


A. G. (‘Bogie’) Andrews, 80, of the cast is the oldest active actor in the 
U. S. Aged actors are rarely engaged because few can retain lines, An- 
drews, who is an exception, takes but occasional stage engagements. 





Final accounting of the estate of Charles B. Dillingham, who died Aug. 
80, 1934, has been filed with the N. Y. surrogate’s court. 
be fabulously wealthy, his estate at death was valued at only $4,000. When 
he made out a will in 1930, the one-time hit producer made bequests total- 


ing $3,000,000. 


When Dillingham went through bankruptcy thereafter he listed assets 
of $103,063, as against liabilities totaling $7,337,703. 
Only logical explanation advanced was 
based on his association with the late A. L. Erlanger, Flo Ziegfeld being a 
Understood that Dillingham frequently signatured docu- 
ments at the instance of Erlanger, who was reported saying no financial 
Indications are that was not true and the same 
sort of transactions may have accounted for Ziegfeld, also dying broke. 


over such heavy indebtedness. 
third partner. 
obligation was involved. 


All three had been millionaires. 





Eddie Cantor says that he will simply hold ‘Banjo Eyes’ out on the road 
as long as he thinks necessary and will not bring his stage musical to 
Broadway until he feels it’s 100% ready. He’s the first to admit the tough 
competition in N. ¥., and also recognizes that he must lick his libretto 
troubles before being sure the show is as he wants it. 
time is good, and his ensuing two weeks in Philadelphia, he feels, should 
If not, he’ll continue to break it in some more. 
the scheduled Xmas N.Y. debut may or may not adhere to schedule, de- 
pending wholly on how the rough edges are smoothed. 


solve everything. 





‘Solitaire, which Dwight Deere Wiman will produce, will likely be 
spotted in a Shubert house on Broadway, although it had been reported 
following ‘Macbeth’ into the National, N. Y. Latter Management states that 
no such booking was made and that the ticket sale for the Shakespearean 


Once reputed to 


Broadway speculated 


Boston biz mean- 


Thus, 


Cancellation of ‘Fire’ 
Darkens Pitt Nixon 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 25. 





Decision of Lee Shubert to close | 


‘Play With Fire’, Edward Percy melo- 
drama starring Henry Hull, in Cin- 
cinnati Saturday night (22) for re- 
visions is giving Nixon its first dark 
week since house reopened for sea- 
son in mid-September. Show had 
been booked to open here Monday 
(24), management having already 
shelled out several hundred dollars 
in advertising to the three papers 
when cancellation came suddenly on 
Wednesday (19). 

Also ended what Nixon figured 
might be a record year, 
through the entire season without a 
single dark week. As it is, house 
will likely play more weeks than it 
has in several years. It’s already had 
10 shows and last season that mark 
wasn’t reached until around the first 
of March. 

Bookings beginning next week 
with ‘Rivals’ are solid through Janu- 
ary. ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ follows 
for a fortnight, and then in turn 
come ‘Hellzapoppin’, ‘Corn Is Green’ 
and ‘Louisiana Purchase’, all for two 
weeks each. 


‘Best Foot Forward’ 
Tees Off Legit Benefit 
Season, Gets $3,300 


~Seasonal period during which legit 








going | 


Plays on Broadway 





JUNIOR MISS 


Comedy in three ects (five scenes) by 
| Jerome Chodorov and Joseph Fields, based 
on stories by Sally Benson. Staged by 
Moss Hart; setting by Frederick Fox; pre- 
sented by Max Gordon; at Lyceum theatre, 





N. Y., Nov. 18, ‘41; $3.80 top. 

Harry Graves........ igeekaasae Philip Ober 
SOs whanineesces 0evecedeecnst Kenneth Forbes 
Grace Grave®...ceccecceess Barbara Robbins 
BRIIRR. ww ws ccccccccsocese@ec Ran Leurenes 
See MOM « 0s 00060660000000% Joan Newton 
Oe ea Patricia Peardon 
SL, nk ck 66 bene Lenore Lonergan 
Be We GR vc 006-0000 66964006008 Matt Briggs 
CUM, co cc censee st Francesca Bruning 
Willis Reynolds........ Alexander Kirkland 
Barlow A@amS. .......s.s00+5 John Cushman 
ee SOS eae James Elliott 
Merrill Feverbach..........0+-+- Peter Scott 
... fo aren Robert Willey 
es. AE: caw kins saake Jack Manning 
Tommy Arbuckle............ Walter Collins 
SEG dh tte ake oe newds tube oe o+.. Jack Geer 
DN < shane But boats > oe SORE RRS E John Hudson 






Haskell Cummings...........Billy Redfield 





Probably it isn't really true that 
each week's New Yorker galley 
proofs are rushed right over to the 
Dramatists Guild so the busy play- 
wrights needn't lose any time ar- 
ranging the material into acts and 
scenes. It just seems that way. 
First, there was Arthur Kober’s 
‘Having Wonderful Time,’ followed 
by ‘Life with Father,’ ‘My Sister 
Eileen,’ ‘Pal Joey,’ ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
North,’ and now ‘Junior Miss,’ with 
‘Hotel Splendide’ reportedly still on 
the way. Even the Ballet Russe last 
season produced a ballet inspired by 
New Yorker material. 


To Wolcott Gibbs, the mag’s drama 
critic, theatregoing must be some- 
thing of a double-exposure, an anti- 
climax. No wonder Robert Bench- 
ley, formerly the critic, became an 
actor. Probably he figured he'd 
better do it himself, before someone 
else rewrote him for the stage or 
screen. With radio and pictures ap- 
parently breathless to join the back- 
fo-the-New Yorker stampede, about 





shows give extra matinees in benefit 
for the Actors Fund and Stage Re- | 
lief, has started. ‘Best Foot For- 
ward’ teed off last week, takings be- 
ing $3,300 for the Fund. 


regulations make it mandatory that 
gratis performances be given for 


Equity | 


such cause every 15 weeks, the Fund | 


having the say as to which 


shall be offered. 

Modest grossing shows are not 
usually asked to play Fund benefits. 
Reason is that little money can be 
obtained, so the Fund prefers stand- 
outs, passing up most others. An- 
other explanation is that those who 
regularly accept tickets for 
benefits are thereby able to secure 
good locations for hits without seek- 
ing same from ticket agencies, but if 
benefit tickets for mediocre attrac- 
tions are offered the subscription list 
might be depleted. 


Question arose within the Fund 
recently as to why Edmund Gwenn, 
appearing in ‘The Wookey,’ Ply- 
mouth, N. Y., had been accepted as a 
life member. Gwenn is an alien 
(British) actor and under a rule 
such members may receive not more 





than $25 in total benefits. Fact that 


; : : if bers te OF . 0) 
melodrama extends through the third week in January, time mentioned | 4 life membership costs $50 was con- 


for ‘Solitaire’ opening there. 


Script of the new play has provoked a sharp difference of opinion. 


It 


will be Wiman’s second production this season, first being ‘Letters From 


Lucerne,’ in rehearsal. 





SERLIN-UBO PEACE SETS | TMA EASING RULES 
FATHER’S’ 3D ROAD YR. 





‘Life With Father,’ having com- 
pleted its second year on Broadway 
at the Empire, while two other com- 
panies are in their second road sea- 
son, is expected to be on tour for 
at least one additional season. That 


FOR SMALL THEATRES 


Theatrieal Managers & Agents 
© wna has made its salary regula- 
tions more elastic, a move that has 
| been favored by a majority of the 
Idea is to widen the 


| 





} membership. 


was indicated by a pact entered into | field and thereby create more jobs 


between the play’s presenter, Oscar 
Serlin, and the United Booking Of- 
fice last week, stipulating that the | 


UBO book “Father’ for the season of | 


1942-43. 


through encouraging more theatre 
particularly houses of 
Pointed out that 


operation, 


small capacity. 


| previously there was a weakness in 


Disagreement between the booking | the salary minimums, because the 


outfit and the manager started when 
the latter leased the Blackstone, Chi- 
cago, where ‘Father’ established a 
new run record for that stand by 
playing 65 weeks. There had been 
no booking arrangement with UBO 
previously because the Empire is an 
independent house. When ‘Father’ 
was offered to UBO for booking this 
season no deal was agreed on, it be- 
ing reported that the bookers sought 
to penalize the show for its indie 
leasing deals, which included the 
Civic Repertory, Boston; Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, and the Cass, 
Detroit. Latter is a UBO house, but 
was played last summer by direct 
booking. 

UBO-Serlin deal also calls for the 
booking of the manager’s new ‘The 
King’s Maid," which opens at the 
Longacre, N. Y., next week. 











staff of a small theatre called for 
the same pay as in larger houses. 
In other words, the same pay went 
for a 500-seater as for one with 3,- 
000 capacity. 

Change was accomplished by rec- 
ognizing stock company status in 
New York. Case in point is the 
Chekhov Repertory group, which will 
relight the Little next week. Com- 
pany and house managers are to get 
$85, instead of the minimum $100, 
while a similar lowering applies to 
the press agent. 

Pay to the boxoffice staff has also 
been revised downward. Should the 
gross at the Little be less than $2,- 
000 weekly the treasurer is to be 
paid $50. Salary will be $60 if the 
takings are between $8,000 and $3,- 
000, and the regulation $85 applies 
if the gross tops $3,000. 


I i aig Ot A St) LEAT cre 


| sidered hardly fair to Gwenn. 


Rule in question, adopted two 
years ago, has been annoying to the 
present board, which expects to re- 
voke it. 
recently defeated by a vote of 13 to 
14. Board said it had no choice in 
regards to Gwenn, who never hopes 
to appeal for aid, because of the fact 
that the Fund was originated by 


during the 1880's. Stated, too, that 
Gwenn may soon become a citizen 
and thereupon be entitled to full 
Fund benefits. 


Nominate Schnebbe 


Allen Schnebbe has been 
nated again as president of the 
Treasurers Club, which he headed 
| for five consecutive terms. Prez 
expressed the desire to have some 
other boxoffice man take over and 
said he wouldn’t take the job, but 
the nominating committee didn’t be- 
lieve him and threatened to draft 
Schnebbe if he put up any further 
squawks. 

While he was a treasurer for many 
seasons, the perennial president has 
been manager of the Lyceum, N. Y., 
for the past several years. Irving 
_Engel, of the Winter Garden, was 
named as vice-president, while Louis 
Lotito, of the Martin Beck, is slated 
to follow him as club treasurer. Lep 
Solomon was named again as record- 
ing secretary. Election will take 
place next month. 





nomi- 





E. Henry Lewis resigned from the 
William Morris agency, where he 
was in the legit casting department, 
to enter the Hollywood agency. field. 








shows | 


Fund | 


Motion to that effect was | 


all that remains is for the Pulitzer 
committee, or the Critics’ Circle, to 
award its prize to editor Harold 
Ross. Possibly the Academy of Mo- 
tion Picture Arts and Sciences would 
give him an ‘Oscar.’ 

All of which is more or less pre- 
cipitated by ‘Junior Miss,’ which 
| found its way, in somewhat recog- 
nizable form, onto the stage of the 
Lyceum theatre last week, obviously 
| to become Broadway's newest hit. 
,it is dramatized (or play-giarized 
|may be a better word) by Jerome 
|Chodorov and Joseph Fields, the 
| picture scenarists who are already 
mopping up on their ‘My Sister 
| Eileen’ adaptation. Premiere drew 
|a lah-de-dah audience, with a lib- 
feral sprinkling of Hollywood per- 
sonalities, all audibly enchanted. 
Comedy is unmistakably a hit and 
almost certain to be further exploit- 
}ed va kilocyele and screen. In 
shert, a triumph. 

Having set out to make a play 
from Sally Benson’s highly success- 
|ful New Yorker character sketches, 
| Chodoroy and Fields must have im- 
; mediately recognized that there is 
|} little story material in the series. 
| But being accomplished film writers, 
|they doubtless had little difficulty 
}on that score. They tricked out the 
j covipt with numerous bright laugh 
lines and ingenious bits of gag busi- 
|ness, plus a joint-piece plot about 
how Judy’s film-fed imagination and 
| scheming cause her father to lose 
|his job, but ultimately get it back 
for him. 
| The result is a rather thin comedy 
| in which Mrs. Benson’s original ma- 


0 kes curr 





Unusual case of a management 
| getting the nod from Equity to cut 
salaries, but the actors not being 
| sliced, is that of ‘High Kickers,’ the 
George Jessel-Sophie Tucker musical 
presented by Alfred Bloomingdale at 
| the Broadhurst, N. Y. 


j after the show opened to none too! 


| strong notices the cut was assented 
|to as a protective measure, but the 
grosses climbed quite higher than the 
even-break figure. 

Agreement was that should the 
‘Kickers’ gross drop to $19,000 the 
| cut would go in, it being stated that 
the show must get slightly more than 
| that to break even. First week’s 
business was around $21,000, theatre 
parties counting. Second week was 
around $22,000, while last week’s 
count approached the $23,000 level, 
with Jessel figuring ‘Kickers’ is defi- 
nitely in the money. 


Chatterton Due on B’ way 


Ruth Chatterton may return to 
Broadway this season in ‘Bow to the 
Wittiest,’ the Dorothy Day Wendell 
comedy, supposed to be written 
about Dorothy Parker, which Helen 
G. Bonfils and George Somnes plan 
to present. Deal has been on for 
some time, with Miss Chatterton said 
to be more favorable to the play 
} than originally, 











- BO. MAKES IT NEEDLESS, 


English actors appearing over here! 


Several days | 


terial is frequently distorted, but 
which in the present exaggerated 
performance keeps the spectators 
almost continuously amused. There 
is clearly a wide audience for juve- 
nile-family comedy, and, with the 
endearing central character of Judy 
this tends toe redeem the transparent: 
gg te plot that Chodorov and 
ields have tacked on. 

Moss Hart must have realized that 
with little play to depend upon, he 
would have to compensate in the 
staging, so he has directed the show 
to the hilt. On the whole, the effect 
is reasonably successful. Although 
the individual performances are un- 
even, there is ample stage business, 
partly concealing the fact that little 
is actually happening. Some of the 
pacing seems rushed and there are 
several dull spots, but such scenes as 
Judy getting a coveted coat for 
Christmas, or bursting into tears at 
her parents’ somewhat stagey gal- 
lantry, is genuinely touching. How. 
ever, there are numerous over-ob- 
vious, threadbare bits, such as the 
pompous youngster displaying his 
new cigaret case and lighter. 

Performances vary widely. Patricia 
Peardon, making her Broadway 
debut in the title part, is superbly 
cast. She has the roly-poly eager- 
ness of a puppy and she plays with 
sincerity and not a little skill. On 
the other hand, Lenore Lonergan, as 
her racuous friend Fuffy, spoils 
what might be a very funny part 
by overacting outrageously, using a 
palpably phony voice and virtually 
every hokey acting trick. 

As Mr. Graves, Philip Ober takes 
advantage of one of the few fully- 
dimensioned parts in the play to give 
a direct, articulate and authoritative 
performance. Barbara Robbins also 
achieves an ingratiating blend of be- 
wildered good humor and reticence 
as Mrs. Graves. Alexander Kirk- 
land and Francesca Bruning get 
what there is out of two incidental 
characters written into the script for 
plot development, and Joan Newton 
is plausible as Judy's supercilious 
older sister. Matt Briggs whacks 
the part of Mr. Graves’ boorish boss, 
while Paula Laurence, momentarily 
a fugitive from nitery singing, is a 
laughably disgusted maid. There is 
also a succession of juve swains 
tumbling in and out of Frederick 
Fox’s authentically decorative apart- 
ment setting. Hobe. 


Walk Into My Parlor 

Drama in three acts presented at the 
Forrest, N. Y¥ Nov 19, °41, hy Luther 
Greene; written by Alexander Greendale; 
staged by producer; setting by Paul Mor- 
tison; $2.75 top. 
POOR 6a iceeees ; Rosina Galli 
SUR oa) 054 secedecehacests Silvio Minciottt 
DPN 46 Ceketencecedas Duane McKinney 
Ces 6.665 660000 006068% ..Rita Piazza 
IDS « &'a who 46a Gas 6 40deebes Nicholas Conte 
EP 6 FSGS 66 Sec 0 uC eEese6Cas8 Helen Waren 
PUMn ds Gia nesheds caceeis<cass ...Lou Polan 
Ds 6 kalesehevaceeés Joseph De Santis 
EE re ree Hildegwarde Halliday 
BE Sere Rachel Millay 
a rae Joseph Julian 


This is another summer stock try- 
out which was rated a Broadway 
possibility, but, like several prede- 
cessors, it doesn't add up. Its chances 
are slim. 

Down on Long Island ‘Walk Into 
My Parlor’ (‘said the spider to the 





fly’) the play aroused objections 
| from the polite residents. Evidently 
their sensitive ears were offended 
by vulgarities expressed by the 
tenement-dwelling Italian immi- 
grants. 

This drama is written and acted 
somewhat in the Group Theatre 
manner, and in this instance that 





may be faint praise. Bad boy Gino 
is addicted to gobbling gold fish, and 
the way he does it no condiments 
are required. In a moment of con- 
| triteness he grabs a live coal from 
| the stove, grasping it a couple of 
| seconds, a feat that cannot be done. 

To prove the bit is too phoney, when 
the ember is Cropped it is still glow- 
| ing, but there is no effect on the 
carpet. 

Papa Ilio and another son, Salva- 
| tore, are hucksters and aren't doing 
any too well, which causes mama 
Theresa to complain. They rather 
look askance on Gino because he 
takes an easy means of livelihood, 
| that of passing counterfeit money. 
There is a row between the brothers 
when the straight shooter finds out 
that mom, too, has been shoving the 
queer. 

Theresa isn’t avaricious. She 
wants to raise enough coin so that 
Luigi, married to daughter Grace, 
can buy a little livery stable. He 
hasn’t had a job in a long time, but 
when he scabs Grace walks out. 
Ilio violently opposes the old lady's 
bad greenbacks and there are other 
troubles in the shabby tenement. 
Gino is on the verge of an alliance 
with Carmella, Salvatore’s young 
wife, who is to have a baby. Ex- 
planation by both is that they were 
in love before the wedding with 
Salvatore. To end the story of 
tribulation, one of Gino's mob of 
counterfeiters is pinched. Fearing 
the police are at hand, he lams with 


another pal, taking the money 
mother raised for Luigi. Latter also 
takes a permanent walk, while 


Grace, who is a unionist and won't 

stand for the scabbing, exits to see 

the fights. The old folks are more 
(Continued on page 58) 
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N.Y. HOUSE SHORTAGE FADES 





Shuberts Again Take Over Operation 
Of Imperial, N. Y., 


in Unusual Deal 








What is said to have been an un- 
usual realty deal has resulted in the 
Shuberts again owning the Imperial, 
one of the choice legit theatre prop- 
erties in New York. House, which 
has berthed a succession of musical 
comedy successes, was originally 
owned by Pincus & Goldstone, 
Shuberts getting control thereafter. 
During the Shubert receivership the 
Imperial went to the mortgage-hold- 
ing bank. The Shuberts regained 
control through an operating ar- 
rangement and at present a three- 
year lease to the Select Theatre 
Corp. «Shubert owned) is dated to 
expire. Aug. 31, 1942. 

Imperial has an assessed valuation 
of $660,000. It appears that the prop- 
erty was purchased in July of this 
year for $180,500 by the Dorsar En- 
terprises from Alfred J. Callahan, 
trustee for the certificate holders. 
Latter, who invested on the second 
mortgage of $425,000 in 1923, are said 
to have gotten very little back on 
foreclosure, mortgage then being re- 
duced to $289,000, house also owing 
$39,500 in back taxes. 

Dora Wolf is an officer in the 
Dorsat company, she being a kin of 
the Shuberts, and heads the Herrick 
ticket agency in Boston. Title may 
indicate that Vincent Sardi is also 
concerned. Purchase money mort- 
gage of $150,000 was among the re- 
cent transactions taken out by Lee 
and J. J. Shubert and obtained from 
the Manufacturers Trust Co. Ac-| 
cording to the records the indicated 
cash involved in the theatre’s pur- 
chase was around $30,000. It cost 
$5,000 for the deed to clear the prop- 
erty, which is on two original par- 
cels, one on west 45th street, which 
is the entrance, and the other on 
46th street, where the main portion 
of the theatre is situated. 








| was 
|former assistant U. S. district at- | 


CALL ON 
EQUITY 


A committee of casting agents ap- 
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Former Pilsen’ Player 
Dies in Poverty at 58 


Philadelphia, Nov. 25. 

Officials of the Philadelphia Cor- 
oner’s office are seeking relatives of 
Mrs. Nellie Hutchinson Pinza, 58, 
onetime stage actress, who died in 
poverty at the Philadelphia General 
Hospital Nov. 9 of bronchial pneu- 
monia. Unless relatives are located, 
Mrs. Pinza, known on the stage as 
Dorothy Delmore, will be buried in 
Potters Field. 

Clippings found in her tiny home, 
where she was found ill and starv- 
ing shortly before her death, showed 
she played opposite Wallace Beery 
and Walter Catlett in ‘Prince of Pil- 
sen’ in Boston more than 30 years 





ago. Neighbors said her only in- 
come was a $4.80-a-week relief 
check, 





CASE AGAIN SET 
VS. TICKET LAW 








The much postponed action by the | 


ticket brokers, which is expected to 


test the legality of New York’s ticket 


law limiting the resale price to 75c 
more than the boxoffice rate, was 
calendered for trial Monday 
but was again put back. Hearing is 
now set for Dec. 8, ‘definitely,’ ac- 
cording to William L. 


(24),) a 


| 


Hyman, | rest, 


PLENTY FLOPS 
EASE SITUATION 


Cancels Worries of Some 
Producers Who Feared 
Lockout From Broadway 
for Incoming Shows 








2 TRYOUTS DROP OUT 





Broadway’s house shortage, which 
had some producers worried, has 
suddenly disappeared. Showmen 
wiser in the matter of bookings be- 
ing jammed because of upped pro- 
duction, anticipated the present 
situation, which is that the demand 
for theatres would drop because the 
number of flops is invariably pre- 
ponderant over the clicks. Few 
figured, however, the decreased de- 
mand would come so abruptly. 


Out of five premieres last. week, 
four were given thumbs down. Two 
have already blacked out, while the 
other brace is definitely doubtful of 
more than brief engagements. In 
addition, two plays aimed for 
Broadway were stricken off the list 
of incomers by closing out of town. 
Both are given but a slim chance 
to light on Broadway iater. 

‘Little Dark Horse’ stopped at the 
Golden Saturday (22) after one 
week. ‘Ring Around Elizabeth’ shut 
down Tuesday (25), playing the first 
two days of the week because of 
theatre party, total engagement 
being 10 performances at the Play- 
house. ‘Walk Into My Parlor,’ For- 
and ‘The Seventh Trumpet,’ 


counsel for the ticket men, who ex- | Mansfield, are the doubtful duo. 


plained an attack of pleurisy had 
confined him at home. 


| 
| 


Surprise was expressed when it | 


announced that Jesse Moss, 


team with Hyman in the pending 
action which aims _ to 
License Commissioner Paul Moss 
and Police Commissioner Lewis J. 
Valentine from enforcing the statute. 


own as heretofore. 
Attorney Moss, 
signed from federal service, has 





peared before Equity’s council yes- 
terday to point out problems facing | 
them. Agents have come before that 
body a number of times, but the 
latest contention is that if more 
casters are licensed, it would make 
the operation of those already in the 
field more difficult. However, one 
new agency was licensed after the 
casters had their say. 

Equity, by recently establishing a 
fee of $100 for new permits, has al- 


made an arrangement to head the 
Associated Theatre Ticket Agencies, 


torney who handled ticket violations | 
in N. Y. for the Government, would | 


restrain | 


| 


Item was in error, Hyman continu- | 
ing to represent the agencies on his | 


who recently re- | 


which group is complainant in the | 


suit. 


Brokers feel they need an ex- | 


ecutive familiar with their problems 


to generally represent them and co- 
ordinate their activities. Hyman had 
previously stated to the agency 
people that while he would press 


the court proceedings, he could not | 
| ‘Gaslight’), Golden. 


devote time to their general prob- 


ready provided some protection for | lems. 


the agencies in that direction. At the 
Same time, Equity 


nually. Stated that there will be no 
révision of the new agency regula- 
tions. 


Lyle Andrews, 2 Other 
Mgrs. on Ailing Squad 


Lyle Andrews, former Broadway 
producer and manager of the Van- 
derbilt theatre. N. Y., when it housed 
a succession of successes including 
Irene,’ ‘My _ Girl,’ ‘Connecticut 
Yankee’ and ‘Merry Merry,’ was! 
stricken with a nervous ailment and | 
iS In serious condition at his home in 
Valley Stream, L. I. He has been 
managing a picture theatre in that! 
Long Island town. 

Ralph Long, former general man- | 
ager fer the Shuberts, is reported | 
Seriously ill in the Memorial hos- | 
pital, N. Y., where he was operated | 
upon for an intestinal obstruction. | 
Patient has been off Broadway for 
some seasons, engaged ip insurance | 
and realty activities. 
_ Louis Lotito, manager of the Mar-| 
tin Beck theatre, is recovering in the | 
LeRoy Sanitarium, N. Y., after an) 
emergency appendectomy. He was 
taken ill while playing golf, 


ordered estab- | 
lished agencies to pay it $25. an- | 


‘Junior Miss,’ however, looks like 
a winner at the Lyceum, and is 
credited with $14,500 for the initial 
week. Most notices were favorable, 
though the expected acclaim did not 
materialize and one reviewer panned 
‘Miss.’ 

Two tryout withdrawals were 
‘Chills and Fever,’ which frees the 
Windsor, where the play was due 
Monday (24), and ‘Play With Fire,’ 
called back from Cincinnati. Latter 
had been announced for the Long- 
acre, but cancelled and another show 
gets that berth next week. With- 
drawal of ‘Chills’ leaves but one ar- 
rival this week, ‘Hope For a Har- 





| opened at the Hippodrome on Nov. 


j 


bs 





Featuring Virginia Smith 
In ‘Rooms’ on Tour 





Virginia Smith, appearing in the 
femme leading part of ‘Separate 
Rooms’ on tour, is now being fea- 
tured with Alan Dinehart and Lyle 
Talbot starring. Miss Smith replaced 
Anna Sten. Latter withdrew from 
‘Rooms’ because of illness, it had 
been announced. 

Part was originated by Glenda 
Farrell, who left the show late in the 
N. Y. engagement, soon after being 
married. At that time Miss Smith 
replaced, Miss Sten joining the cast 
thereafter. 


LONDON GETS 
2 LEGIT CLICKS 


London, Nov. 25. 
‘Get a Load of This,’ revue which | 











19, is being well received and looks 
like a boxoffice bet. Show features 
Vie Oliver, Winston Churchill’s son- 
in-law. 

Saint Martin’s new comedy, ‘Love 
in a Mist,’ which started last Thurs- 
day (20), is going along nicely. 
Prospects look hopeful for its con- 
tinuance, 


‘Patricia’ Preem Set 














San Francisco, Nov. 25. 
| Thursday (27) is now definitely set 
i\for the premiere of ‘Patricia’ at} 
| Henry Duffy’s Alcazar, with Dorothy | 
Stone, Charles Collins and Jed | 
|Prouty topping. Comedy with music | 
was written by Barry Conners, with | 
| music by George Grandee and lyrics | 
|} by J. Kern Brennan. 
Others featured are Catherine Dou- | 
|cet and Kathryn Mayfield. 





Walter E. Saunders is skedded to 
| be be house manager when Eddie 


vest,’ a strong draw in Philadelphia, | Skolak reopens the long-dark Presi- 
lighting the Guild, N. Y., tonight |dent, San Francisco, with ‘Presi- 


(Wed.). 


Next week has six 


premieres |~_ 


| dent Follies’ a few weeks hence 





carded, heaviest arrival list of the | Christmas holidays, the number. of 


season: ‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Gar-| new shows will decrease, but sev- 
den: ‘Golden Wings,’ Cort; ‘Twelfth | eral likely entrants are slated in 
Night,’ Little; ‘Sunny River,’ St.| town before the New Year rings, 
James: ‘The King’s Maid,’ Longacre;| with the number of new successe: 


‘Angel Street’ 


As the season approaches 


(‘Five Chelsea Lane.’ | 


much larger than Jast season at this 
| time, despite the bunch of recent 


the ' floperoos. 





= 























tive element in the theatre. 


Coast to Coast 
In 


‘ARIETY 


SPECIAL SECTION DEVOTED TO THE 


AMERICAN THEATRE 


To Be Published Late In December 

















Although aimed primarily to gain attention of showmen, experi- 
ence of many years has proved that such an issue circulates 
widely in other channels distinctly beneficial to every construc- 
The number will be a source of 
much material for out of town newspaper comment and should be 
helpful in increasing public interest generally in plays on tour. 





;to shelve 


Five Strawhat Plays Flop in N. Y.; 
No Other Barn Prospects Slated 





Seasonally there is much activity 
in the rural playhouse and, while 
stock is the principal activity, new 
plays are frequently tried out. There 
supposedly emerges a bunch of 
shows that are rated Broadway pos- 
sibilities. Some are regularly pre- 
sented, but the flop percentage is al- 
ways close to 100%. That applies to 
this young season, five plays from the 
Sticks having been presented on the 
main stem, and all being nixed, al- 
though one recent arrival is staying 
on in shaky fashion. 


Four out of the quintet which 
opened and closed, but fast, are ‘Vil- 
lage Green’ (with Frank Craven), 
‘Little Dark Horse,’ ‘Good Neighbor’ 
and ‘The Walrus and the Carpenter.’ 
“Walk Into My Parlor,’ which arrived 
last week at the Forrest, failed to 
register but may stay for possible 
picture rights. 

No additional ‘possibility’ out of 
last summer’s crop is definitely 
slated for presentation in New York 
this season. 


s 


THOMPSON MAY 
DO REVISION 
ON BANJO 





‘Chills and Fever,’ with which Har- 
lan Thompson was to have made his 
bow as a producer on Broadway 
this week, was abruptly taken off 
in Boston Saturday (22). Decision 
the comedy was made 
when audience reaction there was 
disappointing, and if the play reaches 
the boards again it will probably be 
as the book of a musical comedy. 


| Latter activity was Thompson's spe- 


cialty before he went to Hollywood 
and developed into a film producer. 

While in Boston, Thompson was 
offered the assignment of revising 
the book of ‘Banjo Eyes,’ the Eddie 
Cantor musical, book of which is 
based on “Three Men On a Horse.’ 
Thompson therefore may concentrate 
on that job, ‘Banjo’ going to Phila- 
delphia for polishing purposes be- 


fore opening on Broadway. Prod-ic- 
tion of ‘Banjo,’ which has several re- 
i volving stages, was built for the 
wide stage of Warners’ Hollywood, 
N. Y., and if another house is se- 


lected the settings must be cut down, 
estimated cost of that being $10,000. 
Interior of the Hollywood is being 
partly converted with the idea of 
masking in the extreme side parts 
of the lower floor. 

Thompson's first Broadway bow 
is likely to be ‘Sleep It Off,’ written 
by Lyford Moore, midwestern news- 
paperman, 


A couple of specialties, inci- 
dentally, may be added to ‘Banjo.’ 
The Condos Brothers and others 
have been submitted, but there’s 
been no decision as yet 


Philly Advance Big 
Philadelphia, Nov. 25. 
Exceptional advance sale on Eddie 


Cantor’s ‘Banjo Eyes’ makes it ap- 
pear that a week’s extension of the 
original two weeks’ booking may be 


necessary. Cantor is said to be con- 
sidering such a move, which would 
still further push back the contem- 
plated Dec. 25 preem in New York. 
What makes the big advance so 
unique is that the show hasn’t 
opened here yet, still being in Bos- 
ton. It tees off at the Forrest next 


Monday (2). 





Fagan’s Belasco, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 25. 
Myron Fagan has taken a long 


| lease on the Belasco where he will 
| stage his own shows. 


He relights the long darkened 
downtown theatre around Christmas 
with ‘To Live Again,’ in which Ian 
Keith is to be starred. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, November 26, 1911 





LEGITIMATE 


Plays Out of Town 





GOLDEN WINGS 


Wilmington, Nov. 23. 


Drama in three acts by William Jay and 
Guy Bolton. Produced and directed by 
Robert Milton. Setting by Watson Bar- 
ratt. Costumes designed by Ernest Schraps 
Presented = at Playhouse, matinee and 
evening, Novy. 22, ’41. $2.20 top 
PAM. cocccccssescecsecs »..-Margot Stevenson 
BORD oo 6ee0ctsnceseevesgeeess Lowell Gilmore 
TANG. cocccccssssccscsers ~e-Cathleen Cordell 
MODs 6 chee bo 0008s weeeeeees EOmond Stevens 
Pilot Officers—Geoffrey.......Hughie Green 

ns 04s 0kbe dhe 6 0% coccccses rater Boyne 

. a ees OT” he 

SEPT eee eoeeee Gerald Savory 
Rex, Fitght Lieutenant.......OQwen Lamont 
Tom, Pilot Officer.........++- Liovd Gough 
Judith, flyer in Ferry Service..Signe Hasso 
NN. ba coed c6 ksh ened S00S6O0 CEE ee Fay Wray 
‘Wing-Commander Forbes..... Evan Thomas 
Preyer rr 7 William Packe 
DD. <i sidvedhaiteteweeess Valerie Cossart 
‘Dillon, Newspaper Man.......J. W. Austin 


Jepson eoececes 


It was inevitable that a play of the 
‘Golden Wings’ type would sooner or 
later make its appearance. Although 
built around the R.A.F., the siege of 
Britain becomes a background for a 
plot which basically is the old tri- 
angle—a man and two of his women. 


No play which expounds the cour- 


ingales will sing again after the war 
is over.’ 

Milton has assembled a generally 
| good cast. Owen Lamont is capable 
as the heroic R.A.F. lieutenant who 
ditches his noble childhood sweet- 
heart for a siren of doubtful morals. 
The love story is sidetracked for a 
while when a flyer whom the hero 


ing an air duel. There follows the 
usual complications, but no one, even 
visit from the Luftwaffe sends the 
R.A.F. squadron out to do or die. 

Signe Hasso is excellent as the 
bad influence who nevertheless has 
many of the qualities of a ‘good’ girl, 
Fay Wray makes a_ conventional 
heroine role interesting, although she 
has many of the sillier lines. Hughie 
Green, on leave from the Canadian 
Air Force, handles the top comedy 
assignment in fine fashion. 

Margot Stevenson, Lloyd Gough, 
Cathleen Cordell, Edmond Stevens, 





age and fighting spirit of the British | 
can be totally uninteresting. Frankly | 


propaganda in a sense, the play adds 
up to good theatre for two and a 
half acts. The ending, while logical, 
is weak, with Fay Wray delivering 
an ‘there will always be an England’ 
speech as her man goes off to lead an 
R.A.F. squadron against German 
raiders. 

What goes before in the way of 
plot is not so important as the way 
it is presented. Robert Milton, pro- 
ducer-director, shows his skill in 
highlighting the natural dramatic 
aspects of the R.A.F. background. 
The setting is a service club near an 
airport. The play originally was 
titled ‘R.A.F., so it is not surprising 
that ail the males are connected with 
the air force while the femmes are 
concerned with war duties. The au- 
thors concern themselves with the 

rivate lives of the flyers off duty, 

ut the real emotional impact and 

‘kick’ comes from the background 
and its implications rather than from 
the tangled affairs of the charac- 
ters. 

Either Jay or Bolton, or both, evi- 
dently were carried away by their 
theme, judging from most of the 
dialog. Even the cast seems some- 
what embarrassed as they mutter 
such lines as ‘I wonder if the night- 


Evan Thomas and Gerald Savory 
stand out in supporting roles. — } 
Watson Barratt’s single setting Is 





excellent Klepfer. suitable bite to the prostie’s part. Di- 
, Ra ee rection by Hale McKeen rises con- 
siderably above the poor script pro- 
U. S. ARK vided and the scenic investiture and | 
lighting is completely up to standard. 
Baltimore, Nov. 22. Burm. 
Fantasy in three acts by Whitfield Cook; 
presented by The Theatre of the Fifteen; 
directed by Hale McKeen; settings by e 
Edward Sheffield; at the Arts Theatre, F g Pl 
Baltimore, Nov. 18, '41; $1.76 top. orel n ay 
Allegra Toogood.........++-- Elizabeth Cope 
fen Toogood........+..+.-Charles H. Faber 
Zillah Toogood....cccccessse-+-- sanet —_ ‘ , f 
Aunt Emily.....e.s.+e..-Barbara Parmley | 
pelle. abe aie REE ra bales | Arsenico y Encaje Antiguo 
Arthur Drew.......+.+...-Robray Farquhar 5 - 
Florence Green..ceceeseseeeees Mary Greene (‘Arsenic and Old Lace’) 
William Fanchon........ Willard por ean Buenos Aires, Nov. 8. 
Dan Peterkin......cece0. Samuel Leiderman Lui d bi 7 ‘ 
Mary Eleanor Peterki ad: elle Lykes suis Cesar, Amadori production in Spanish 
Mary —— . I ethuighate <7 Sr of the three-act New York comedy; Span- 
Cyrus Bloomer cat egeceees ¥v; “ hn B ateadee ish version by Amadori from the original 
Johnny Murray...-.++-++: one asse"" | by Joseph Kesselring, produced in N. Y. 
by Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse; 
te 3 ’ ’ aw directed by John Reinhardt; features En- 
This is the first new play essay ed | rique De Rosas; setting, Alberto J. Iribar- 
by the Theatre of the Fifteen, per-/ren. At Astral theatre, Buenos Aires, 
manent rep company filling time here —— det t, °41 a naph e 
: s s An PPO WEE so cc cescestesene Ons at é ar 
between stands in Boston and Miami. her Dr, iieas. rsanes eh ¢ Cie ae naan 
Revealing some brief sparks of intel- | Teodoro Rrewster..... Francisco P. Donadio 
ligent writing here and there in the | Agente Klein cae +++ -Casimiro Ros, Walls 
rambling total, it nevertheless winds | 709 teweter 0 Maria Senpos 
up a preaching, actionless fantasy | Elena Harper.....----...--.-Blanca Tapia 
that gets itself involved in the cur-j| William Brewster.... Enrique De Rosas 
rent divergencies of philosophy;|;:! oa eae ae Pedro Gonzales 
religion, sociology and politics, The) fyoctor winstein.. 77.) Seecats Bane eonmahy same 
best solution for the entire problem} Cabo Johnson........... = AMonhes: Daan 
° | . _ 2 , na "i yanat 
presented was furnished by the final | Pann or Rooney...... : reves Sullo Renn 0 
tibet i thietene vob tee bekaaul aismiro tos 
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We wish to express our deepfelt appreciation and 
gratitude to the folowing distinguished artists 
+ for their generous-hearted participation in 


NIGHT OF STARD 


WEDNESDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 26TH 
AT MADISON SQUARE GARDEN 


+ 


* 


ARMEN AMAYA 
VE ARDEN 
DESI ARNEZ 
PAUL ASH 

1ISCHA AUER 
ENNY BAKE 
LUCILLE BALL 
RAY BOLGER 
GEORGE HAMILTON 
CROSS AND DUNN 
XAVIER CUGAT 
BILLY DANTELS 

AND MARY PARKER 
ELMER DAVIS 
RENEE DE MARCO 
DUDLEY DIGGES 
JIMMY DORSEY 
EDDIE DOWLING 
EDDY DUCHIN 
JACK DURANT 
RALPH EDWARDS 
NANNETTE FABRAY 
FRANK FAY 
PEGGY FEARS 
SHEP FIELDS 

JAY C. FLIPPEN 
ERROL FLYNN 

GAE FOSTER GIRLS 
JANE FROMAN 
TOMMY GLEASON 

AND ROYAL GUARDS 
BENNY GOODMAN 
TITO GUIZAR 
EDMUND GWENN 
HARRISON AND FISHER 
PETER LIND HAYES 
MARY HEALEY 
WOODY HERMAN 
HARRY HERSHFIELD 
THE INK SPOTS 
HARRY JAMES 


tanME ADLE 


COMBS 





NATHAN STRAUS, Chairman. 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK, Chairman, 
Producing Committee. 


SIDNEY PIERMONT, Assoc. Chairman. 
SAMUEL BLITZ, Executive Director. 
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GEORGE JESSEL 
DANNY KAYE 
AMMY KAYE 
OSEMARY LANE 
JOE E. LEWIS 
GUY LOMBARDO 
PAUL LUKAS 
ABE LYMAN 
MATTY MALNICK 
GROUCHO MARX 


JESSIE MATTHEW fashion scribblers or Broadway 
BURGESS MEREDITH Roses. Brief program note explain- 
GLENN MILLER ing who Teddy Roosevelt was let 
LUCY MONROE localites in on fine points of the plot 
VAUGHN MONROE but otherwise ) Enplis} ‘oul tle ; 
MUSIC HALL ROCKETTES - se no English ‘sub-titles 
GERTRUDE NIESEN were needed. House was convulsed 
SUNNIE O’DEA as often and as heartily, probably, 
FRANK PARKER }as the Manhatt: NEN INs ishters 
sau Pence arith Re nn ea Ae ning _— rs, 
JUNE PREISSER hi ly a line being muffed 
MARTHA RAYE Chief worry had been that the 
PHIL REGAN drama-critic character might not get | 
BILL ROBINSON i across be ‘AuUSse OC: r 2 “ita 
cant: Rabo mcross ber USE ] cal type write 
VIVIENNE SEGAL chauffeurs are a different crew than 
MARY SMALL | the New York play-pickers, being un- 


JOHANNES STEEL 


threatened to kill is shot down dur- | 


the authors, learn the outcome as a} 


curtain whiéh, when caught, fell on} 
two dead people on the stage and a} 
| 


handful of unconscious stub holders 
out front, } 

Story has to do with a ‘good man; 
a college professor in Boston who has 


world is coming to an end 
gather together a list of 
people on a modern ark in order that 
a portion of mankind may be saved 
to found a new world and a new 
order, Selectees are the usual assort- 
ment; the loud talking Congressman; 
the chippie; the foundling bitterly 
turned Communist; the effete man- 
about-town;: the money-grubbing 
banker: a dowager and other 
|miliars. Against the professor's 
philosophy of simplicity and love, the 
other inbred and small prejudices 
|sparkle and flame into rebellion 
| which rages conversationally through 
the three acts to no effect, except the 
possible closing clinch of two young- 
sters who will show the way via love. 

Group struggles valiantly with ma- 
terial at hand revealing a well-knit 
team work and some individual per- 
formances of considerable’ merit. 
James Crow, as the sermonizing pro- 
fessor, wades through a lot of dialog 
to some effect; Barbara Parmley gets 
the most out of an inhibited spinster; 
Samuel Leiderman takes command of 
his scenes as the loud-talking Con- 
gressman, and Mat Green, gives 




















This is the first current Broadway 
hit to be taken right from the boards 
in Manhattan, translated into Span- 
ish, and put on. with a Latin cast for 
Buenos Aires audiences. And if the 
way it’s been doing is any indica- 
tion, ‘Arsenico’ is only the beginning. 

Way in which ‘the story of the 
goings-on in the Brooklyn abattoir 
has been done up for Argentine au- 
diences is well-nigh perfect and has 
already started plenty of talk about 
future productions in Spanish of U.S. 
hits while they are still hits. In 
this particular case play itself has 
not only worked perfectly for trans- 
lation but it’s had the advantage of 
handling by those who know both 
English, Spanish and the theatre. 
Producer-director is Luis Cesar Am- 
adori, one of Argentina’s top film 
directors, who’s had considerable ex- 
perience sound-tracking Walt Disney 
productions from English to Spanish 
here in his own studios. Director is 
John Reinhardt, from Hollywood, 
Who for years directed and wrote 
Spanish and English languagers 
there and who is currently megging 
on the local Baires Films lot. 

Aside from a happy band of back- 
ers figuring the possible weekly net 
between the acts, the Latin preem 
was little different from that of New 
York, save that it started at 10:30 
p.m.— usual after-dinner curtain 
hour here~and had fewer photogs, 








bylined and little known. Audience 


GLORIA Rt got it all, nevertheless. Narcisco 
Sn eey nee AE : Ibanez Menta, playing the Boris 
ARTHUR TREACHER ro. 

SOPHIE TUCKER Karloff character, Frankte Brewster, 


LANA TURNER 
MARY JANE WALSH 
FRED WARING 

AND GLEE CLU 
JACKIE WILLIAMS 
WYTHE WILLIAM! 
BARRY WOOD 
HENNY YOUNGMAN 
YVETTE 


tee eb Ee et bb bb bb bt bb tb te et 


was also up against a handicap, but 
a first-rate makeup job and playing 
in the Karloff manner—studied via 
the films—got him plenty of ap- 
plause. 

Consuelo Abbad and Maria Santos, 
as the Elderberry wine-dispensing 
Sisters, got top honors from most lo- 
cal critics. They kept to the spirit 
of the original while Enrique De 
Rosas (Willie Brewster), who 
keeping with local tradition, piled his 
comedy on thick. 

Reinhardt’s direction kept the lo- 
cal production fast-moving. The 
2.10-pesos top is lower than for first- 
run film houses here, but should 
guarantee a neat profit for Amadori 
and Reinhardt, who own the show 
| outright, provided it runs any length 
| of time. ¢ 


i Last U. § 





show to open here was 


been given a divine message that the | 
and to} 
‘chosen’ | 


fa- | 


in | 


|p Camino del Tabaco’ (‘Tobacco 
Road’), which opened early in the 
| present season and raked in a neat 
| pile. ‘Arsenico,, which plays far 
| more easily in Spanish, ought to do 
well in the Capital and survive a 
long time in the provinces as well, 
| especially if kept up to the stand- 
ards displayed for the opener. 
Ray. 





College Shows 


OUT OF THIS WORLD 


(MASK & WIG CLUB, U. of PA.) 


——.—— 











Philadelphia, Nov. 24. 


Fifty-fourth annual production of the 
Mask and Wig Club of the U. of Pennsyl- 


vania, presented at the Erlanger theatre, 
Philadelphia, Nov. 22, ‘41; Music, Dr. 
Clay A. Boland; dialog, from scenario of 
Jobn C. Parry, by Parry, Louis DeV. Day, 
Sidney Wertimer and Fred Griffiths; 
Ivrics, S. Bickley Reichner; Seenery and 
costumes designed by John FE, Friend; 


Michael Stuart; dancing 
chorus directed by Walter F. Keenan, Jr., 
orchestral and special glee arrangements, 
Poland; orchestra conducted by Joseph F. 
Follman, Jr., class of '30; entire production 
under the supervision of Boland, 

Cast (principals): brederick 
Griffiths, Sidney Wertimer, Jr., 
Delnoce Senior, George Kdward Stock, 
Thomas Hart, Jr., Thomas Henry McCabe, 
Jr., Ilugh William Close, William Grosham 
Owen, Jr. 

Dancing chorus: Gordon 
Hans Walter Christoph Philip Hastings 
Ford, John Edward Friend, John Cahill 
Hambrook, Stuart MeCash, Eugene Duncan 
Patterson, Wood Rancourt, Edmund Rog- 
Jr., David Miller Shoemaker, Robert 
Frederick Stenelin, Gordon DeWitt Stevens, 


cast director, 


Richard 
Raimond 


Bodek, 


Stanley 





Joseph Allison Cochran, Charles Aloysius 
DeLone, Jr., Donald James Graham, Hugh 
Anders Gylenhaal, Kenneth Waring Hew- 
itt Jack Corby Lugrin, Richard Marvin 
/ lund, Raymond Joseph Regan, William 
Francis Scheeler, Joseph Frederick Stutz, 
Michael Waris, Jr., Malcolm Gilmour Wat- 


Ullrich Weaver. 

David Robert Brumbaugh, 
Everett, Robert Dexter 
Hardwick, Jr., Rob- 


| gon, Paul 

Glee Chorus: 
LeRoy Clinton 
Frey, Gordon Alward 
ert Emil Heidt, Bridgford Hunt, William 
Hyland, Edward William MeCaskey, Clin- 
ton Octavus Steadman, Jr., Robert Elliott 
Walton. 





General concensus of opinion of 
this year’s Mask and Wig show, as 
caught at a special ‘students’ per- 
formance Friday night (21), prior 
to the public opening at the Erlanger 
Saturday evening (22), was that the 
Wiggers have one of the best shows 
they've turned out in recent years. 

It’s fast, swingy, bountifully staged 
and costumed, has enough good gags 
}and wisecracks to cover up_ usual 
| book deficiencies and, above all, has 
ithe advantage of another hot-off-the- 
griddle score by Dr. Clay Boland, 
who has done much for the Club 
since he started writing the music 
several years ago. 

The Philadelphia dentist, an alum- 
nus, has several potential ‘Hit Par- 
aders’ this year with ‘That Solid Old 
Man Is Here Again’ (getting special 
plugging) a sure thing and ‘Fifty 
Million Sweethearts’ ‘Stars Over the 
Schoolhouse’ and ‘You've Got to 
Give If You Want To Get Love’ 
leading the rest of the way. 

‘Out of This World’ is just what 
the name implies in regards to the 
book. There are no allusions or ref- 
erences to modern European war 
headliners, current politics, etc. It’s 
strictly a yarn about a make-believe 
Balkan state, and the escapist atti- 
tude is so pronounced that one won- 
ders whether the Club has been 
asked by the University of Penn 
biggies to lay off the contemporary 
scene. 


for a college show. That's due to 
the fact that the ‘plot’ (per se) is 
thrown overboard early and often 
with gags substituted. Second act, 
as a matter of fact, is more than half 
made up of dancing, specialities and 
gags. 

Wiggers are very fortunate in 
their principals this year. In the 
dual role of the prince and the sales- 
man (a tough assignment) they have 
Sidney Wertimer, Jr., a senior, and 
as Queen Mayflower, they’ve cast 
Frederick Richard Griffiths, also a 
senior. Vocal honors grabbed by 
George Stock, who stopped the show 
|cqld in Act II with a number that 
}reprised most of show’s song hits. 
Thomas Hatt, Jr., son of the Club’s 
| president, who was a wig star years 
ago, is effective as a landlord’s lus- 








mond Senior is good as the ‘ingenue.’ 
As usual it’s the famed ‘first danc- 

chorus’ that really sends the 
to town. Waters. 


| ing 
show 


ASK ME ANOTHER 


(PRINCETON TRIAINGLE CLUB) 
Princeton, N. J., Nov. 21. 


Musical revue in 23 scenes; presented as 
Princeton Triangle Club’s 538d annual pro- 
duction; sketches, Mark Lawrence, ’42; W. 


C, Matthews, ’42; J. A. Nevius, '42; 
H. Burr, ’44; Gordon Bent, '42; F. O. Bir- 
ney, ’42; Clinton E. Wilder, '48; Norman 
Cook, ’42; music and lyrics, Mark Lawrence, 
Howard Anderson, '43; William Jamison, 
"44; Roger W. Bissell, °483; J. A. Schumann, 
’42, and Gordon Bent, ’42; settings designed 


Charles 





by H. C, Toll, '42; W. J. Clancy, 8d, °44, 
jand lL. D. Dunham, ’44; dialog sketches 
|; staged by Norris Houghton, °’31: dances 
staged by John E, Lonergan, assisted by 
| J A. Schumann, musical direction and 
|} orchestrations, Lee Wainer; production 


supervised by Houghton: opened at McCarter 
theatre, Princeton, Nov. 21, ’41. 





In a refreshing departure from the 


Princeton University’s Triangle Club 


| duction here tonight (Friday). The 


(Continued on page 690) 


Whatever the case, the book | 
is considerably better than average | 


cious, ‘blue-eyed daughter,’ and Ray- 


college ‘plot’ type of musical show, | 


whammed over its 53d annual pro- | 


| 


~ Plays on B’way 


i aetaed from page 56 


Walk Into My Parlor 























at peace at the curtain, with Car. 
mella promising to be a good wife. 

Nicholas Conte, as Gino, impresseg 
as being a good actor, but he per. 
forms lke Elia Kazan with a dash 
of John (Jules) Garfield, who were 
Groupers. Conte was in ‘Golden 
Boy,’ ‘Night Music’ and ‘Heavenly 
| Express,’ which may explain the in. 
fluence of Kazan and Garfield upon 
his present performance. 


Rita Piazza, said to be the daughter 
of Ben Piazza, Hollywood exec, ig 
the comely Carmella and makes 
good in her first Broadway appear. 
ance. Rosina Galli, of the Italian 
stage and Hollywood, gives an ex. 
cellent performance as the mother, 
and that goes for Silvio Minciotti, 
who is the old man. Helen Warren, 
as Grace; Duane McKinney, as Sal- 
vatore, and Joseph De Santis are 
the best of the others. 


Play has its moments and the 
management does not attempt to 
oversell it, top being $2.75, but it is 
questionable fare even at that rate, 

Ibee. 


The Seventh Trumpet 


Drama in three acts presente at the 
Mansfield, N. Y., Nov. 21, ‘41, by Theatre 
Associates; supervised by Jean Rosenthal: 
written by Charles tann Kennedy; lan 
Maclaren, Peter Cushing, Carmen Mate 
thews. featured; stuged by author; setting 
by Jo Mielsiner; $3.30 top. 
BR Ree A. G. Andrews 
WOOGEUOL, 060 ctr rere vivir Te Peter Cushing 
Deborah Broome...........-Leslie Bingham 
Lady Madeieine...........Carmen Mathews 
Father Bede..... eovccceces+-- tan Maclaren 
Brother Ambrose,...........Thaddeus Suski 
Bomber 666..... cocccccceess- Alan Handley 


Had ‘The Seventh Trumpet’ been 
enacted in a church, first night re- 
action would have been in the new 
drama’s favor, but there is hardly a 
chance for it on Broadway, 

Venerable author Charles Rann 
Kennedy wrote ‘The Servant in the 





House,’ also of a religious nature, 
and evidently he was roused to 
write again by hatred of Hitler. 


‘Trumpet’ is not comparable with the 
earlier play, which achieved success, 
|and despite the author's intention the 
| performance is much too wordy for 
| the average playgoer. Given too long 
| speeches, the effect is slumbersome. 
Play has the endorsement of the 
| clergy, all creeds having been ap- 
| proached, and the hope is that the 
| pulpits will suggest attendance. Per- 
sons who financed the play are said 
to be outside of show business and 
believe that spiritual messages from 
the stage are in order, even though 
this one is intended to be a war play. 

Dialog comes from the few char- 
acters on the lawn of a chapel 
|bombed to ruins near Glastobury, 
|England. Father Bade of the church; 

Lady Madeleine, a nurse; Percival, a 
| badly wounded London bobby; an old 
|deacon; a woman who raised two 
young flyers who were killed in 
; action; a monk from Greece, and a 
|German aviator are the participants. 

Nurse had been in love with the 
German, who bombed the church, 
| when that fellow was at Cambridge 
and she now is minding wounded 
Percival. But there is no real 
romance and in the end six are 
wiped out by a bomb, while the 
aviator suicides off stage. 

_ Just what is the message intended 
|is not made clear. Other war 
| dramas have been much more direct 
| 





and dramatic. That Nazism is the 
menace of civilization has been 
pointed out in so many other more 
effectual ways, while the ‘Trumpet,’ 
| sounding the passing of a war-worn 
| world, is rather dull anti-climax. 

| Ian Maclaren, as the priest, is a 
sombre person; Carmen Mathews is 
| the nurse; A. G. Andrews is excel- 
lent as the deacon. Play is stated to 
be the author’s final script of his 
| ‘reportory of seven plays for a com- 
|pany of seven players,’ others in- 
cluding ‘Servant,’ ‘Winterfeast,’ ‘The 
Idol-Breaker,’ ‘The Rib of the Man,’ 
‘The Army with Banners’ and ‘The 
Fool from the Hills.’ Ibee. 
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Six Legiters Now Open in Chicago; 


‘Purchase’ $26,500 








Chicago, Nov. 25. 

Now there are six houses lighted 
in Chicago and only one, the Black- 
stone, remains darkened. Last week 
the old Great Northern was taken 
over for stock by Lee Sloan and 
Clyde Elliott and on Sunday (23) 
the Grand Opera House awoke to 
find ‘Blossom Time’ again on its 
stage. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Claudia,’ Selwyn (10th week) 
tae $2.75). Show lifted sharply 
to excellent $14,500 and indicates re- 
maining well into 1942. 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Erlanger (6th 
week) (1,400; $3.85). Musical had 
only a few seats to spare during the 
week and cracked through again 
for powerful $26,500. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ Harris (2d 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Holiday lift 
held this show up for good $9,000. 

‘Native Son,’ Studebaker (2d week) 
(1,300; $2.20). Though low-top, the 
cheaper seats are selling out and 
enough of them sold to reap $10,000 
last week. 

‘Village Green,’ Great Northern 
(ist week) (1,300; $1.65). Stock ven- 
ture, first in Chicago in years, drew 
soft words from the dailies and looks 
like it may go. Initial show de-| 
pends largely on Jack Norworth’s 
excellent showmanship. Opened 
Thanksgiving (20) and took $2,000 
for four shows. 


‘NIGHT’, $19,500, MOPS 
UP IN 4 DIXIE STANDS 


‘There Shall Be No Night,’ in 
which Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fon- 
tanne are trouping through the 
south, continues to register great 
grosses, last week’s count being ap- | 
proximately $19,500 in seven per- | 
formances. 

Stands played were Montgomery, 
Ala.: Jackson, Miss., and Memphis, 
Tenn. There were four perform- 
ances in the latter town. 


—— 


Lunts’ $10,600 in Memphis 
Memphis, Nov. 25. 

The Lunts nabbed sock estimated 
$10,600 in two days here last week 
end with ‘There Shall Be No Night.’ 

Sherwood drama did four perform- 
ances Friday and Saturday (21-22) 
at municipal Ellis Auditorium, with 
near-capacity at every show. 








‘Claudia’ 146, Big 


HELLZ’ GREAT $33,000 
IN ST. LOUIS REPEAT 


St. Louis, Nov. 25. 

‘Hellzapoppin’ road company, with 
Billy House and Eddie Garr in the 
top roles, wound up an eight-night 
stand Sunday 23) at the American 
theatre to sensational biz. Piece 
was held for an extra night and 10 
performances grossed an estimated 
$33,000, which is reported to be the 
best it has erijoyed on tour. Last 
season the piece grabbed approxi- 
mately $57,000 in a two-week stand 
here. Paul Beisman, manager of the 
American is making desperate efforts 
to bring it back for another stand 
this season. 

Crix devoted almost as much space 
with their raves this season as last. 


Current Road Shows 


(Nov. 26-Dec. 6) 











‘Admiral Had a Wife’—Play- 
house, Wilmington (27-29); Ford’s, 
Baltimore (1-6). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Erich von 
Stroheim)—Court Square, Spring- 
field, Mass. (26); Bushnell Aud., 
Hartford, Conn. (27); Klein Aud., 
Bridgeport, Conn. (28); McCarter, 
Princeton, N. J. (29). 

‘Banjo Eyes’ (Eddie Cantor)—Co- 
lonial, Boston (26-29); Forrest, Phil- 
adelphia (2-6). 

‘Blossom Time’ — Grand Opera 
House, Chicago (26-6). 

‘Claudia’ (Lila Lee )—Se!wyn, Chi- 


cago (26-6). 

‘Claudia’—Royal Alexandra, To- 
}ronto (26-29); Hanna, Cleveland 
(1-6). 

‘Doctor’s Dilemma’ (Katharine 
Cornell) — Biltmore, Los Angeles 


(26-29): Curran, San Francisco (1-6). 
Gilbert and Sullivan — Majestic, 
Boston (26-29); Metropolitan, Provi- 


ington (26-29). 

‘Hellzapoppin’ — English, Indian- 
apolis (26-29); Taft Aud., Cincinnati 
(30-6). 

‘King’s Maid’ — Maryland, Balti- 





‘Can’t Get,’ $9,000, Tops — 
H’wood; Dante, $8,000 


Hollywood, Nov. 25. 

This town lost one of its trio of| 
shows this week. Dante completed | 
two-week stand at the Hollywood) 
Playhouse Sunday (23) for another | 
estimated $8,000, good, on the final | 
semester. 

‘The Male Animal,” at the E} Capi- 
tan, got approximately robust $8,000 
also and got a good start for its sixth | 
and final week. Show closes Satur- 
day (29). Next in is Edward Everett | 
Horton in ‘Springtime for Henry,’ 
opening Dec. 4, as the last legiter for | 
the house before Paramount and} 
Fanchon & Marco take over to con- | 
vert it into a picture theatre. 

Fourth week of musical, “They | 
Can’t Get You Down,’ at the Music 
Box tuned in for estimated forte | 


$9,000, with Thanksgiving Day giving | gan, 


the gross a healthy boost. 
from Saturday to Sunday matinees 
here reported profitable venture. 





Taylor Holmes-‘Dinner’ 
Tasty $7,900 in Frisco 


San Francisco, Nov. 25. 

Second week of ‘Man Who Came 
to Dinner,’ with Taylor Holmes, at 
Henry Duffy’s Alcazar pulled a nifty 
$7,900. 

Through arrangement between 
Duffy and Mat Allen, piece now 
heads for Portland, Seattle, Spokane, 
then to Butte, Pocatello, Idaho Falls 
etal into Ogden and Salt Lake 


‘Papa’ 116 in Balto 


; Baltimore, Nov. 25. 
Papa Is All,’ new one by Patterson 
reene, received only fairish notice 
from local crix, but good reaction 
from general public. Bolstered con- 
siderably by Guild-ATS subscription, 
ennsylvania Dutch comedy drew 
nice estimated $10,800 at $2.78 top for 
the 1,900 seats available at Ford’s. 
th legit houses here are open 
currently with Oscar Serlin’s pre- 
Broadway production of Ferenc Mol- 
nars ‘The King’s Maid,’ featuring 
Margo and Sam Jaffe, at the indie 
Dooked Maryland, and a return of 
The Student Prince’ at Ford's’ 








| Mich. 


more (26-29). 

‘Life with Father’ (Margalo Gill- 
more, Percy Waram) — Victory, 
Dayton, O. (26-28); Shrine, Ft. 


Wayne, Inc. (29); Grand, Columbus, 
O. (1-6). 

‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish, 
Louis Calhern)—Senator, Pittsburgh 
(26-29); Maryland, Cumberland, Md. 


} (1); Norva, Norfolk, Va. (3); Lyric, 


Richmond, Va. (4-6). 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Victor Moore, 


William Gaxton)—Erlanger, Chi- 
cago (26-6). 

‘Male Animal’ (Otto Kruger)— 
El Capitan, Hollywood (26-29). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Tay- 
lor Holmes) — Mayfair, Portland, 
Ore. (26-29); Capitol, Seattle 
(30-6). 

‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ — Harris, 
Chicago (26-6). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ — Case, De- 


troit (26-29; Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
(1); Palace, Flint, Mich. (2); 
Temple, Saginaw, Mich. (3); Michi- 


Lansing, Mich, (4); Keith’s, 
Switch | Grand Rapids, Mich. (5-6). 
‘Native Sen’ — Studebaker, Chi- 


cago (26-6). 
‘Pal Joey’—Shubert, Boston (1-6). 
‘Papa Is Al’ — Wilbur, Boston 


| (26-6). 


‘Rio Rita’ — Forrest, Philadelphia, 

| (26-29). 
‘Rivals’ (Mary Boland, 
| Hampden, Bobby Clark)—Hartman, 
| Columbus (26); Taft Aud., Cincin- 
nati (27-29); Nixon, Pittsburgh (1-6). 

‘Separate Rooms’ (Alan Dinehart, 
Lyle Talbot)—Hanna, Cleveland (26- 
29); Cass, Detroit (30-6). 

‘Sons of Fun’ (Ole Olsen, Chic 
Johnson )—Shubert, Boston (26-29). 

‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward 
Everett Horton)—El Capitan, Holly- 
wood (30-6). 

‘Student Prince’ — Ford's, Balti- 
more (26-29); National, Washington 
(1-6). 

‘Sunny River’—Shubert, New Ha- 
ven (27-29). 

‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred 
Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Aud., Tyler, 
Texas (26); Music Hall, Houston, 
Texas (27-29); Texas, San Antonio 
(1); Paramount, Austin (2); Majestic, 
Ft. Worth (3); Melba, Dallas (5-6). 

‘They Can’t Get You Down’— 
Music Box, Hollywood (26-6). 

‘Tobacco Read’ (John Barton)— 
Orpheum, Waterloo, Ia. (26); Para- 
mount, Hammond, Ind. (27-29). 





dence (1-3); Shubert, New Haven | 
(4-6). 
‘Golden Wings’—National, Wash- 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Brooklyn, U.S.A.’ (‘Murder, Inc.) 
—Bern Bernard, Lionel Stander. 


‘Angel Street’ (‘Five Chelsea Lane,’ 
‘Gaslight’)—Shepard Traube. 


‘Lady Comes Across’—Charles R. 
Rogers, George Hale. 


‘Letters to Lucerne’—Dwight Deere 
Wiman, 


0. & J., $30,000, 
SMASH IN HUB 


Boston, Nov. 25. 

Still the sock of the town, ‘Sons 0’ 
Fun’ is jamming ’em in every per- 
formance, with patrons actually 
fighting in the Shubert lobby to get 
ducats. Olsen and Johnson are hold- 
ing it over three more days this 
week to try to appease the hungry 
mob. 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ leaving 
town Saturday (22) ran up the 
highest gross for any show that ever 
played the Plymouth eight weeks, 
$125,000, and averaged $15,500 per 
week during its sensational run here. 

‘Banjo Eyes’ is getting a good 
working over here but the Eddie 
Cantor musical is reaping big coin 
at the Colonial. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Shubert (4th wk.) 
(1,590; $3.85). Bostonians are re- 
deeming themselves for snubbing 
‘Hellzapoppin’ when it opened here, 
and ‘Sons’ deducted $30,000 from the 
local pocketbooks last week. Three 
more days. 

‘Banjo Eyes,’ Colonial (2d wk). 
(1,643; $3.30). Press welcome was 
warm for the return of Cantor to 
legit, and the public is hot for this 
one. That $22,000 for seven per- 
formances last week ain’t hay. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Plymouth 
(8th wk.) (1,480; $2.75). This was 
a gold mine. The press gave it a 
sweet sendoff, and the customers 
have been flocking to it. Took $14,000 
for the finale, big. 

‘Trial by Jury’ and ‘H.M.S. Pina- 
fore,’ Majestic (one week) (1,667; 
$2.20). Hypoed by Sunday benefits 
and holiday overfiow, the G & S re- 
vival.garnered a satisfactory $10,500. 

‘Chills and Fever,’ Wilbur (one 
week) (1,227; $2.75). Press gave it 
the ‘stay away’ onus and this one 
was lucky to grab off $5,000 during 
the holiday week. 


Father’ Has Pic House 
Tradition Against It In 
Pitt, But Okay $19,000 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 25. 




















Walter | 


For the first time in eight years, 


| Pittsburgh last week had more than} 


} ‘ eae 
ijust one legit show, ‘Life 


With | 


| Father’ going into Senator, ordinarily | 


ja film house, against ‘Student Prince’ 
lat Nixon, town’s regular spot for 
| plays. 

For ‘Father’, first session of a fort- 
night’s engagement was a little bit 
of a disappointment, with comedy hit, 
despite heroic advance campaign, un- 
able to sell local public on idea that 
Senator was housing an actual play. 
By mid-week, however, it had caught 
on sufficiently to sell-out last three 
performances and advance for second 
and last week indicates it will better 
opener by couple of grand at least. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Life With Father’, Senator (ist 
|wk.) (1,750; $2.75). Went to $19,400, 
alright and profitable, too, but not 
quite what was expected of this one. 
Current session should wind up 








} week) 


Holiday Fails to Affect Bway B.0.; 


Kickers’ $23,000, 


Approaches Hit 


Class, Ditto ‘Junior Miss’, $14,500 





Thanksgiving did not excite any 
boxoffice rush, and, although there 
were some extra matinees, grosses 
last week were about the same. Some 
fluctuations were noted, but the 
leaders held the pace as usual. New- 
est indicated hit is ‘Junior Miss.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

Key: (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(46th week) (CD-938; $3.30). Coast- 
ing to the 52-week mark and will 
probably run through another sea- 
son; quoted at $16,500, which is ca- 
pacity. 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore 
(8th week) (M-1,104; $4.40). Another 
extra-performance week, with the 
takings again around $27,000 in nine 
times; costs little and should be real 


clean-up. 
‘Blithe Spirit,’ Morosco (3d week) 
(CD-938; $3.30). Only ‘Macbeth’ 


was a contender among straight plays 
last week, when capacity continued 
and the count was $18,500. 

‘Chills and Fever,’ Windsor. 
celled out of town. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (41st week) (CD- 
712; $3.30). Registered best gross in 
some time; nearly $12,600; played 
extra matinee Thanksgiving after- 
noon. 

‘Candle in the Wind,’ Shubert (5th 
week) (D-1,405; $3.30). Dipped last 
week, when the takings approached 
$17,500; little support on holiday from 
visitors, but should play woes | into 
January. 

‘Cuckoos on the Hearth,’ Ambassa- 
dor (10th week) (C-1,172; $3.30). 
Deal calls for four weeks in this 
spot and will probably play much 
longer; rated over $6,000; okay for 
this one. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Majestic 
week) (R-1,715; $3.30). Moved here 
Tuesday (no Monday performance 
because of Sundays) to make way 
for ‘Sons o’ Fun,’ due next week at 
Winter Garden; $24,000 estimated. 

“High Kickers,’ Broadhurst (3d 
week) (M-1,142; $4.40). Again im- 
proved and probably in for run; 
takings approached $23,000 mark; 
agencies report lively demand. 

‘Hope for a Harvest,’ Guild (CD- 
956; $3.30). Presented by Theatre 
Guild; written by Sophie Treadwell; 
tried out last spring and saved for 
new season; strongly supported out 
of town. 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (3d re- 
peat engagement) (19th week) (R- 
3,027; $1.65). Grossed around $31,000 
last week, holiday helping; usually 
plays nine performances; an extra 
matinee added last week. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (lst week) 
(C-1,004; $3.30). New laugh play 
looks in the chips; first week gross 
of $14,500 highly encouraging; most 
notices favorable, but hardly raves. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (re- 
sumed) (33d week) (M-1,357; $4.40). 
Holds to great business and not ex- 
pected to be affected by any of the 


Can- 


(165th 


newer musicals for some time; $29,-| 


000 and over. 

‘Land Is Bright,’ Music Box (4th 
week) (D-1,012; $3.85). Eased off last 
week to around $14,000; while that is 
fairly good, not clear yet whether 
this play will land in the money. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (4th week) 
(M-1,450; $4.40). Strangest draw in 
town and only ‘Sons of Fun’ coming 
to larger house could top the $34,000 

‘Little Dark Horse,’ Golden. Taken 
off Saturday (22); played one week. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (106th 
week) (CD-1,082; $3.30). Visitors 
favored this run laugh show and the 
pace was quoted ai $15,800; looks 
like cinch through another season. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (48th 
(CD-991; $3.30). Did quite 


|well with gross of $12,600 in nine 


‘Father’ considerably over last week’s | 
| gross. 
| ‘Student Prinee’, Nixon (2,100;| 


times; got almost as much previous 


week without extra matinee. 

‘Pal Joey,’ St. James (M-1,520; 
| $3.30). Final and 47th week; around 
$13,000, which makes some profit; 
was a leader last season; tours; 


| $2 75). Come what may, ‘Prince’ rolls | 
}‘Sunny River’ here next week. 


fon and on here. Knocked down bet- 


iter than $13,500, very good, over} 


| $2,000 better than operetta did here 
| last April, when it rolled up remark- 
lable (for Holy Week) $11,200. Couldn’t 
lgive this one away few years ago 
at $1.50. . 


‘Rivals,’ $23,000, Draws 





Capacity Trade in D. C. 


Washington, Nov. 25. 

Theatre Guild’s hoked-up version 
of ‘The Rivals,’ with Mary Boland, 
Bobby Clark and Walter Hampden, 
played to near capacity all last 
week (17-22) at National. Capacity 
for Guild subscription productions 
means approximately $23,000 in the 
till. 

Current is ‘Golden Wings,’ new 
play about R.A-F., by Guy Bolton 
and William Jay, produced and di- 
rected by Robert Milton. 








‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (56th 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Last sea- 
son’s smash still in the money, with 
takings around $24,000; will prob- 
ably leave for road shortly after 
New Year’s. 

‘Ring Around Elizabeth,’ Play- 
house. Taken off Tuesday (25) after 
playing 10 performances; got little 
after weak debut. 

‘Spring Again,’ Miller (2d week) 
(CD-940; $3.30). Agencies getting 
good call for new comedy which 
should stay through winter; $12,000, 
which compares with first week 
when premiere helped. 

‘The Corn Is Green, Royale (52d 
week) (D-1,047; $3.30). Turning 
profit consistently and is indefinite 
despite length of stay; up somewhat 
last week; $19,500. 

‘The Seventh Trumpet,’ Mansfield 
(D-1,050; $3.30). Opened late last 
week (21); drew questionable press 
and chances doubtful. 


‘The Wookey,’ Plymouth (11th 
week) (D-1,075; $3.30).. Early ar- 
rival getfing fairly good business. 


though not capacity; average grosses 
around $15,000. 

‘Theatre, Hudson (2d week 
(CD-1,094; $3.30). First full wee 
around $8,000, or slightly over; mod- 
erate business for play which drew 
friendly notices. 

‘Walk Into My Parlor,’ Forrest (1st 
week) (C-1,165; $3.30). Opened last 
midweek, when notices were not so 
hot and chances of landing appear 
doubtful. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Martin Beck 
(34th week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Some 
improvement here last week, when 
the gross went to around $16,000 
again; should go through winter. 

Revival 


‘Macbeth,’ National (2d week) 
(D-1,162; $3.30). Excellent business 
|for this revival, with the takings last 
| week quoted around $18,500; that’s 
| close to top gross for straight plays. 


‘RIO RITA, $3,000, 
ONLY PHILLY SHOW 


Philadelphia, Nov. 25, 

It was a lack of shows, not of cus- 
tomers, which featured Philly’s legit 
scene last week. ‘Clash by Night,’ 
with Tallulah Bankhead, would 
undoubtedly have attracted plenty 
of biz, but show closed after Mon- 
day night (17) due to Miss Banke- 
head’s serious illness. 


From then on _ until Saturday, 


town’s only regular show was ‘Rid 
Rita.’ 











Estimates for Last Week 


‘Rio Rita,’ Forrest (1st week) 
1,800; $2). Operetta revival, re- 
cently here, back again. Should get 
|} another $3,000. Eddie Cantor’s ‘Banjo 
Eyes’ opens Dec. 2. 


‘Clash by Night,’ Locust (1,500; 
$2.85). Opened to good sale Monday 
night (17), but illness of star closed 
show immediately. 

‘Out of This World,’ Erlanger (ist 
week) (2,000; $3.42). Mask and Wig 
show had first public performance 
Saturday night (22), which was a 
sellout. Friday night sale on 
among students was also S.R.O. 
Press raved. 


‘Blossom,’ in 18th Visit 
To Cleve., Good $13,600 


Cleveland, Nov. 25. 


‘Blossom Time,’ with Everett Mar- 
shall singing the lead role, started 
slowly at Hanna last week, but built 
up to surprisingly good $13,600. 
Scaled at $2.75 top, with eight per- 
formances, operetta got excellent 
press on its 18th visit to Cleveland. 

With Milt Krantz as its new man- 
ager, town’s sole legit house is break- 
ing precedents of last half-dozen 
years by not having one dark week 
to date, being booked solid up to 
first of the year. After current ‘Sep- 
arate Rooms,’ is calendared ‘Claudia’ 
for Dec. 2; Veloz and Yolanda, Dec 8, 


‘Eileen’ Final $16,000 
In Ist Detroit Week 


Detroit, Nov. 25. 


Starting slowly, ‘My Sister Eileen’ 
climbed to its best road week, save 
| for a series of one-nighters, in its 
| first week at the Cass here. Helped 
| by the Thanksgiving holiday, the 
| show, with a $2.75 top, grossed ap- 
proximately $16,000 in nine perform- 
| ances. 
| Show is going a second week. 














| Fire’ N. G. $4,000, Cincy 


| 


} quesentenmeuse 

Cincinnati, Nov. 25. 

| Henry Hull in ‘Play With Fire’ 
| brodied last week at the 1,400-seat 
| Cox, grossing less than $4,000 on 
jseven night performances and two 
|matinees. Top was $2.75, It was 
| Hull’s first Cincy engagement since 
1935, when he was in ‘Tobacco 
Road.” ‘Fire’ closed after its engage- 
ment here. 

‘The Rivals,’ with Mary Boland, 
Bobby Clark and Walter Hampden, 
is in the 2,500-seat Taft the last 
lhalf of this week at $3.30 top. It’s 
the first of six plays here this season 
in the American Theatre Society’s 
subscription series. 





‘Claudia’ 10G in Buff. 


Buffalo, Nov. 25. 
In eight performances at $2.75 top 
at the Erlanger, ‘Claudia’ rolled up 
| okay. biz last week. , 
Tallied estimated $10,000. 
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It’s the Chicago Sun 
The Chicago Sun—that’s the name 
decided on for the new Marshall 


Field daily—embarked last week on | 


an extensive direct mail promotional 
campaign to line up subscribers. 
Letters were sent to 1,000,000 voters 
in Cook County and 
were taken in Chi’s evening dailiés. 


Newspaper execs throughout the 
country are also being invited to | 
subscribe so that they can ‘sit on 


the sidelines and kibitz a bit.’ 
Paper will sell for two cents daily 


and five cents Sunday. It is sched- 
uled to appear next week It is 
planned to build a large home- 
delivered circulation. While no of- 


ficial estimate of the number of 


copies to be printed has been issued, | 
are | 


it is understood that ad rates 
based on an initial guarantee of 
250,000 subscribers in city and sub- 
urbs. 

Speaking to 1,000 
Chicago Federated 
Executive clubs at a luncheon last 
week, publisher Silliman’ Evans 
stated the naper’s policy will be to 
‘agree, where it finds 
with the policies and actions of any 
administration. It will disagree 
where it does not. It will not wear 
the colors of party.’ 

Substantially the same statement 
of policy was made in a full-page 


members of the 
Advertising and 


ad in the New York Times yester- | 
day (Tuesday), announcing the new | 


paper. 

Replying to a question, Evans said 
the paper will not ‘crusade,’ but will 
treat all issues from a strictly news 
standpoint. He emphasized that more 
local news will be published than is 
customary in metropolitan dailies. 

It is understood that an applica- 
tion has been made for an Asso- 
ciated Press membership, but the 
Sun will start with the services of 
United Press, North American 


Newspaper Alliance and the N. Y. | 


Herald Tribune. 

Beginning Monday (24) the Sun 
has been publishing a complete issue 
every day for experimental pur- 
poses. One thousand copies are 
printed for the staff. Each copy is 
numbered and staff members must 
return their copy to be checked off 
before they leave the building. 


Argentines Resent Awards 

Omission of Argentines from the 
list of winners of the Maria Moors 
Cabot prizes in journalism awarded 
by Columbia University has caused 
considerable resentment in Argen- 
tina. Fact that Dr. Paulo Betten- 
court, editor and publisher of the 
Correio de Manha, and his wife, 
Sylvia, took two of the prizes was 
one of the chief points of objection. 

Selection of Dr. Carlos Davila, for- 
merly of Chile, but now a resident 
of the U. S., got a better hand. Da- 


full-page ads | 


Publishing? 
acents, writers and 


Vanity 
Noted authors, 
people in show business were called 


ment to testify in its suit against 
Carlo M. Flum/‘ani and his Fortuny’s 
Publishers, Inc. for 
fraud, in which the 
claims the defendants milked hun- 
dreds of would-be authors of over 
$500,000 to get their works published 
| Action is in N. Y. federal court. 

Rudolph Halley, assistant U. S. at- 
torney who is prosecuting, called on 
Sinclair Lewis, author, and 
Watkins, agent. Monday (24) to tes- 
tify. The author declared he had 
never paid a cent to have any of his 
works published and said he knew 
of no one who had. 

Under cross-examination 
fense counsel Robert E. Pratt, Lewis 
declared he had never heard that 
Edgar Rice Burroughs had paid to 
have his ‘Tarzan’ books published. 


alleged 


Ann Watkins, literary agent, said 
that in her 30 vears of experience 
she knew of only two cases where 


| payment was made by a prospective | 
agreement, | 


author. 

Yesterday (Tuesday), Hamilton 
Holt, president of Rollins College, 
Winter Park, Fla., and Boake Carter, 
radio commentator, testified they had 
received letters from the defendants 
asking them to become members of 
the defendants’ advisory board. Holt 
received $30 and Carter $50 for writ- 
ing book reviews, which both stated 
they had written (one review each) 
and had been paid. 

The Government claims the de- 


fendant would print 50-100 copies of | 


books at a low cost and charge the 
author for the work. No actual dis- 
tribution was provided, it is said, 
and no royalties were forthcoming. 
Trial is being conducted before 
Judge Samuel H. Rifkind. 
Bridgeport Times-Star Folds 
| Bridgeport (Conn.) Times-Star, aft- 
|ernoon daily founded in 1790, an- 
|nounced on its front page yesterday 
(Tuesday) the suspension of publica- 
tion with that issue. Paper, originally 
called the Republican Farmer, was 
owned by the Times-Star Co., of 
which H. S. Talmadge is president. 
James L. McGovern, chairman of the 
Connecticut circuit of the AP, was 
editor and Howard I. Comstock, man- 
aging editor. It employed about 150 
people in all departments. 
Times-Star name and publication 
rights were acquired by the Bridge- 
port Post and Telegraph. 





B. A. Foreign Press Assn. 
Move to establish a foreign press 
association in Buenos Aires is meet- 
|ing with considerable opposition by 
| certain papers because as far as the 


organization is now planned, repre- 


| 
} 
| 
| 


vila being regarded as one of the |sentatives of totalitarian sheets would 
best informed writers on Latin af- | also be admitted. 

fairs now pounding the keys in the It’s pointed out by papers opposing 
States. He was Chilean ambassador | the move that British arid American 


during the past week by the Govern- | 


mall | 
Government | 


Ann | 
| 


by de- 


| Pretty Bob Meusel 


Police Gazette a couple weeks 
aco ran a contest to choose ‘Mr. 
Police Gazette’—the world’s most 


perfect male. Entry was via a 

| photograph, with Ann Corio 

| and Jack Dempsey among the 
jucves, 


Someone, as a gag, dug up an 
old picture of Bob Meusel, 
United Press feature writer, who 
once practiced weight lifting. 
Meusel, whko covering the 
judging, was very much sur- 
prised—and slightly embar- 
rasse¢—when he suddenly dis- 
covered he had come in fourth. 


was 








LITERATI OBITS 

| Perey W. McClean, 66, Philadel- 
| phia manager of the Western News- 
|paper Union, died Nov. 19 in Phil- 
| adelphia. 

Edward J. Cunningham, 30, known 
as Ken Williams in Hollywood, 
| where he wrote a column, died there 
| Nov. 18 in an ambulance on his way 
'to a hospital. 


| Horace M. Hodgson, 41, news edi- 


itor of the Chicago Tribune, died 
Nov. 19 in Chicago. 

William Carman Roberts, 64, for- 
|mer managing editor for 30 years 


of the Literary Digest, now defunct, 
| died in New London, Conn., Nov. 21. 
| Surviving are a widow and two 
| brothers, both of whom are authors 
land poets. f 


Franklin M:; Lippincott, 46, editor | 


‘and publisher, died Nov. 21 in N. Y. 
| He was the son of Norman Lippin- 
}cott, a writer, and had been a com- 
| mercial artist and editor of Screen 
Fun and other film and humor maga- 
| zines. 

William Henry Cameron, 80, news- 
paper man since 1875, died in San 
| Francisco, Nov. 22. 

Andrew Soutar, 61, English author 
|of over 50 novels, died in Cornwall, 
| England, Nov. 24. 


CHATTER 


Dell Publications is mulling new 
publication to be known as Radio 
Album. May hit the newsstands in 
January. 

Ann Marsters, film editor of the 
Chicago Herald & American, gath- 
|ering material for personality stories 
in the Hoilywood studios. 








r . | | 
to Washington from 1927 to 1931, | correspondents should not consent to | man who moved to Chicago as film 


served a: 


provisional President of | cooperate with paid agents of totali- | editor of AM. 


Chile for a short time in 1932. and /|tarian papers, particularly the big | 


now heads Editors Press Service 


Manhattan news and feature syndi- 


cate servicing many Latin sheets. 

Nazi press in B. A. and elsewhere 
as usual, condemned all the awards 
citing them as just one more 


Latin journalists. 


Blanchard In Top Gannett Post 





Lafayette R. Blanchard, managing | Will be 8% by 11% in size. 
Ink was the first pocket-size publica- 


editor of the 


and former Hearst editor. becomes | tion, brought out in 1888, while the 
news and editorial director of the | monthly was founded in December, 
20 Gannett newspapers following 1919, 

death of M. V. Atwood. Blanchard| Price of the paper and manage- 
joined the Gannett organization in | ment will remain the same. 


1933 as executive editor of 
Rochester Democrat & Chronicle. 
Joseph T. Adams, D.&C. 


takes over Blanchard’s post on the 
T-U. George R. Shoals, D.&C. news 
editor, becomes acting 


editor, and A. Vernon Croop, T-U 
copy desk chief, takes D.&C. news 
editor spot. 


Louis Sobol’s 10th Year 

-. Louis Sobol has renewed with 
Hearst for one more year. This 
makes his 10th, having started in 
1931 as a Broadway columnist. His 
present N. Y. Journal-American tol- 
umn is more along the former O. O. 
McIntyre stuff than strictly Broad- 
way. Dorothy Kilgallen does the 
latter type of pillar for the same 
Paper. 

Walter Winchell also signed for 
another year with Hearst (King 
Features) recently. Winchell’s home 
plate is the N. Y. Mirror (a.m.) and 
he’s been with the same outfit since 
1929, : _m 


in- | 
surance of U. S. attempts to buy out | 


tochester Times-Union 


the 


m.e., | 


Nazi service. There are about a 
dozen U. S. correspondents currently 
located in the Argentine capital aside 
from United Press and Associated 
Press staffers. 


’ 


Printer’s Ink Merger 


Printer’s Ink (weekly) and Print- | 




















advance men and $125 for those back 
of legiters. 

Shows set are: 

‘Follow the Crowd’ 

Opens at Camp Claiborne, Alex- 
andria, Va., tomorrow (Thursday). 

Manager, Fred Sears; Advance, 
Harry McWilliams. 

Benny Ross and Maxine Stone 

Paul Nolan and Co. 

Shayne and Armstrong 

Ken Whitmer 

Six Vocalettes 

Ghezzis 

Catherine Harris 

Gae Foster Line (12) 

‘Funzafire’ 





| 
} 


Opens at Naval Air Station, Nor- 
folk, Va., Friday (28). 

Manager, David Rogers; Advance 
man, Allan C. Dalzell. 

Benny Meroff 

Hoffman Trio 

Rita DeVere 

Bill Morosco 

Marie Oliver 

Ken and Roy Paige 

Diane Moore 

Diana Abbey 

Terry Howard and Ralph Rio 

The Copelands 

‘All-American Girl Revue’ 

Opens at Pine Camp, N. Y., Satur- 
day (29) 

Manager, David Brown; Advance, 
Frank Gunn. 

Ada Leonard and All-Girl Band 
(12) 

Shirley Lloyd 

Three Sophisticated Ladies 

Mary Sawyer 

The Blossom Sisters 

‘Beachcombers of 1942’ 

Opens at Fort Lewis, 
Wash., Saturday (29). 

Manager, Carl Abraham; Advance, 
Ed Rowland. 

Three Rio Bros. 

Vice Hyde 

Hudson St. Clair Dancers (6) 

Martin and Allen 

Les Scott 

Lee Kelson 

Line of Girls (14) 

Joe Young and Charles Kaye. 

Al Kelly 

‘Razzle-Dazzle’ 
Opens at Camp Barkley, Abilene. 





Jack Malloy, managing editor of Tex., next Tuesday (2). 
the Chicago Herald & American, is Manager, Max Allentuck; Ad- 
spending 10 days on William R. | Vance, Arnold Rittenberg. 
Hearst’s northern California ranch | Milton Douglas and Co. (3) 
lat Wyntoon. Fayne and Foster 
December Esquire has story on Jack Willie Solar 
| Norworth, currently in role vacated Bob Ripa (2) 
by Frank Craven in the Chicago run June Lorraine 
of ‘Village Green.’ It’s chiefly about} Ge Foster Line (12) 
Norworth’s collection of miniatures. ‘Happy-Go-Lucky’ 
Los Angeles Daily News dropped| Opens at Fort Dix, N. J., next 
its plans to start a new literary | Wednesday (3). 
section. Daily was advised by the Manager, Robert Rapport; Ad- 
government that the added news- | vance, Charles G. Strakosch 
print needed for the section was not | Ross and Bennett 
| available. Dennis Sisters 
| Harold Salemson took over the! Lane and Ward 
Hollywood correspondence for the | James Evans 
London Daily Mail and the Sydney Jack Powell 
|'Telegraph, succeeding Wolfe Kauf-| Eight Lucky Girls 
‘Laugh Parade’ 
| Opens at Camp Forrest, Tulla- 
— |homa, Tenn., Dec. 4. 
wy ae Seribbling | Manager, Murray Weisberg: Ad- 
vance, not set 
| Stripper scribbling Three Smart Girls 


‘|| 








aan CONtinued from page l= 





ing on two more books for S. & S., 
one of them an autobiog. 
But the topper of all is the script 


° . | ° 
| er’s Ink Monthly are being merged | she has already started working on 


Jan. 2 when the combined 


Misspelling ‘Hershfield’ 


las Hirshfield or Hershfeld. 


legit first nights in his coverage, ad- 
mitted that the mistake happens 
more often in the Mirror then any 
other sheet and that’s the paper he 
| writes for. 





‘Beau Geste’ Author Dies 

Major Ftrcival Christupher Wren, 
56, soldier-author, and writer of the 
| highly successful ‘Beau Geste’ series, 
i|died Nov. 23 in London. He had 
| been a sailor, schoolmaster, college 
| principal, costermonger, boxér, jour- 
}nalist and explorer. He had con- 
| tinued writing up to the time of his 
| death. which was caused by heart 
| disease. Surviving are a widow and 
ja son, Percival, Jr,, “ho married 
‘ Judith Woad, actress: ‘ 





papers | 
Printer’s | will either be the basis of a play or 


Harry Hershfield sticks to his as- 
sertion: ‘I don’t care what you write 
about me, but spell my name right,’ 
managing | yet it occasionally appears in print | script revisions desired by Todd, so 


titled ‘Ghost in the Woodpile,’ which 


musical comedy for production 
Michael Todd 
outline of this, with an adaptor yet 
to be named to furnish the 
| sion 

‘Ghost’ will probably be a musical, 
rather than a straight farce, and will 
|}supplant Todd’s contemplated ‘And 
So to Bedlam’ musical by George 
Marion, J! and Johnny Green. 
Marion has not come up the 


Stage ver- 


=+i4t 
wiin 


; the entire thing is being called off. 


The humorist, who is including | However, it’s probably Green’s score 


‘for ‘Bedlam’ will be salvaged for 
Miss Lee’s book. 

Todd's cancellation of ‘Bedlam’ is 
costing him plenty of coin already 
advanced for various expenses, but 
the producer chooses to take the loss 
rather than chance something he 
feels is not entirely suitable. This 
| likewise means that Dick Powell will 
not make a Broadway debut this 
season in a musical. Decision to drop 
‘Bedlam’ also frees Ned Sparks and 
Jed Prouty, both of whom had been 
set for ‘Bedlam.” 

Todd, however, is still figuring on 
being represented by one produc- 
tion on Broadway this season, if Miss 
Lee's Ghost’ and the adaptation are 
finished in time. 





by | 


Miss Lee is doing the | Don S. Wilson 


Del Rio and Della 
George Prentiss 
Ginger Manners 
Gale Sextet 
Lew Parker 
‘Thumbs Up’ 
Opens at Fort Bliss, Fl Paso, Tex.. 
| Dec. 4. 
Manager, 





Paul Slayer; Advance, 
| Don Cummings 
| Stubby Kaye 
| Linda Moody 
Jim and Mildred Mulcay 
Milray Dancers (12) 
Gloria Grafton 
Grace Drysdale 
‘My Sister Eileen’ 
(Legit) 
Opens at Navy Base, Charleston, 
S. C., Dec. 5. 
Manager, Charles Mulligan: 
vance, James Hughes. 
Peggy Van Vleet (Eileen) 
Betty Goodrich (Ruth) 
Robert Leonard 
Ralph Matson 
Phil Sheridan 
Leonard Patrick 
Al Sexton 
Josephine McKim 
Robert Carver 
Stanley Phillips 
Debby Dare 
Carrie Bridewell 
Clay Flagg 
William Dovan 
Leopold Badia 
‘Harlem on Parade’ 
Colored unit opeps at 
Grant, Rockford, IIL, Dee. 9. 


Ad- 


Camp 





| 





~ 10 Camp Units Ready 


Continued from page 4° 





Tacoma, 
































Manager, Jack Yorke: 
William Croucher. 

Ada Brown 

Chilton and Thomas 

Avis Andrews 

Earl and Frances 

Butterbeans and Susie 

George Williams 

Four Toppers 

Clarence Robinson Line (12). 


ROSE FRANKEN MAY 
DO LONDON ‘CLAUDIA’ 


Rose Franken, author-director of 
‘Claudia’, may go to London to stage 
the production there for Lee Ephraim, 
who wants her for the assignment. 
Whether or not she goes, however, 
she'll cast the three leading parts in 
New York, provided visas can be ob- 
tained for them to make the trip, 
Miss Franken is currently readying 
a fourth company of the show for the 
road, the original company continu- 
ing at the Booth, N. Y., and two other 
troupes already touring. 

Radio version of ‘Claudia’, which 
went off the air early in the fall after 
a summer run for General Foods, 
may be revived by another sponsor, 
It is not under option to General 
Foods or the Young & Rubicam 
agency. Program sold for $1.500, 
with Miss Franken as scripter, but, 
as she probably would not continue 
if it went back on the air, the price 
would be considerably lower. 


Ad vance, 

















College Shows 


Continued from page 5” 


ASK ME ANOTHER 


two-hour musical revue was repeated 
Saturday (22) before embarking on 
13-city tour in the east and midwest, 
with New York City skedded for 


Dec. 19 and 20. 
Well broken in -for an opening 
night, the show should be in top 


form after getting on the Christmas 
holiday tour, and especially the boys 
in the orchestra, who had a rough 
time of it in spots. Overall, how- 
ever, the Princeton lads really have 
something this year in their 27 
lampooning the current gamut from 
the Nazi high command to the quiz 
kids—and particularly Dr. George 
A. Gallup. He is clowned with pro- 
fessional gusto by Dick Stifel, ‘42, 
who is the guy audiénces will re- 
member afterward as the standout 

Stifel, bordering in one scene on 
the antics of Bobby Clark, shares 
honors in the large cast with Mark 
Lawrence, °42, Triangle Club prez, in 
everything but the backstage depart- 
ment, which includes writing of 
sketches. music and lyrics and sing- 
ing in ‘Panama Hattie’ getup a nifty 
little number, ‘It’s a Sad State of 
Affairs.’ 

Bill Matthews, ’42, 
magic act, and also 
vantage in several 


note 
acs 


does a smart 
appears to ad- 
skits. It’s Stifel, 


Lawrence and Matthews in that or- 
der for individual standouts. 
A different reaction than custom- 


ary is sensed in the appearance of 
the 16-man girlie chorus, due to the 
routines and settings 
Numbers and costuming are such as 
to play-down the  husky-chested, 
hairy-legged features which bring 
the guffaws usually in the college 
show. Two routines, an eight-man 
Sarah Lawrence girl’s dancing tidbit 
following the show’s likeliest music 
hit, ‘Behind the Moon,’ brought forth 
not a titter, and a Roman chariot- 
effect finish with full chorus to the 
“How Has the Rise in the Liquor Tax 
Affected You?’ number virtually 
brought cheers Also socko is the 
second-scene opening, ‘Gallopp Poll 
Gallop.’ 

‘I Fell For Your Line of Chatter,’ 
sung by Roger Bissell, ’43, is another 
number that has a chance of being 
played and sung over the airwaves 
Bissell does it in female attire 

‘T’ve Got That Old Esthetic Feel- 
ing,’ sung by quartet in Gay Nineties 
pose and clothes under the skit title, 
‘What Do You Think Killed Vaude- 
ville?’ can’t miss as done by Jack 
Nevius, Lawrence, Jack Schumann 
and William Felch. ‘Quiz Kids’ will 
get laughs, being actor-proof stuff, 
along with ‘How Do You Feel About 
What Goes On in Washington?’ with 
Senator Bob Reynolds, Harry Hop- 
kins and Frances Perkins in for zany 
ribbing. 

Smartest skit takes Ernest Hem- 
ingway’s ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls’ 
for a ride, while a Fifth columnist 
take-off and ‘How Do You Account 
for Princeton’s 1941 Football Sea- 
son?’ just about jell. 

The show’s tour, in addition to 
N. Y., follows: Dec. 22, Philadelphia; 
Dec. 23; Providence; Dec. 26, Roches- 
ter; Dec. 27, Cleveland; Dec. 29, Chi- 


cago; Dec. 30, St. Louis: Dec. 31. 
Indianapolis; Jan. 1, Cineinnati (ten 
tative);. Jan. 2, Pittsburgh, and Jar 
8, Baltimore. Rosen. 
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ae Broadway 


Jim Sheedy in @ Connecticut sani- 
acl Hays suddenly pulled out for 
the Coast middle of last week. 

Ed Rowley, Texas circuit operator, 
in on one of his infrequent trips. " 

uchin to record a secon 
een 4 plane solos for Columbia. 

Arthur Marx, Groucho’s son, in the 
Hal Horne exploitation organization, 

Julian T. Abeles back from a fast 
trip to the Coast on 20th-Fox legal 
business. 

Phil Dunning and John 
completing ‘By Special 
farce comedy. ; pa a 

verich, rtner in the Le- 
ae Seoerd office on the Coast, 
in New York this week. 

r of those intime boites, Le 
wat Palais on West 56th, has Julian 
Fuhs heading the show. 

e Levy (WCAU) due to 
onal into Miami Beach’s Lord 
Tarleton for the winter soon. 

Swelled by football crowds, Broad- 
way packed last Saturday (22) night 
to near-capacity proportions. 

Howard Lindsay and _ Russel 
Crouse doing the preliminary wrest- 
ling with a new comedy collabora- 
tion. 


F. Beane 
Request,’ 


Quentin Reynolds’ cable, from 
Jerusalem, to restaurateur) Toots 
Shor: ‘Everyone here is asking for 
you.’ 


Homeoffice crowd at RKO going to 
Chicago for opening ceremonies of 
company’s new exchange building 
there. 

Drummer-comediag Jack Powell 
has sold his Portchester, N. Y., manse 
in favor of a new house in White 
Plains. 

Eddie Smith, the agent, is in a 
—— mood; after all these years 
e's going to be a papa in a few 
months. 

Billy Livingston of Brooks Cas- 
tumes, to Coast to do Paramount’s 


‘Holliday Inn,’ Fred Astaire-Bing 
Crosby film. 

Donald Friede, chief of literary 
department of Myron _ Selznick 


agency on Coast, in New York for 
three-week stay. 

W. R. Widenor, Philadelphia su- 
pervisor for Altec, on leave of ab- 
sence to do special defense work for 
Western Electric. 

Leni Lynn back to Holiywood 
after winding up vaude date at 
Loew’s State last week. Howard 
Herty, agent, accompanied. 


Mark Hellinger, producer on the} - , 
‘spent their honeymoon in New York 


picture, screened ‘Rise and Shine’ 
for sports and trade press scribes at 
Toots Shor’s Monday (24) aft. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gus Edwards’ 36th 
anniversary being celebrated at their 
Hollywood home Nov. 28. Ailing 
songsmith resting comfortably. 


Kitty Flynn, head booker for Para- | 


mount, back at the exchange follow- 
ing brief illness. Says she ‘must be 
allergic to fourth-run accounts.’ 
Terry Turner back from handling 
preem of ‘Look Who's Laughing’ 
in San Francisco. He had Edgar 
Bergen there for opening day p.a. 
Herb Berg joins the h.o. Par ex- 
ploitation staff under Alec Moss, 
while Henry Larner moves up from 


a lesser publicity post as trade paper 
contact. 


Florida, 





From his new office on Fifth 
avenue, after leaving 20th-Fox. 
Charles E. McCarthy is laying the 


Sroundwork for 
work on his own. 

George S. Kaufman heads for the 
Coast next week to remain over the 
Christmas holidays. He’ll look over 
talent while there for some shows 
he has in prospect. 

On way east Mark Hellinger and | 
Gladys Glad (Mrs. H.) adopted two 
infants out of Chicago’s ‘Cradle.’ 
Boy and girl. They return today 


public relations 





(Wed) to the Coast. 

William Fields and Vic Samrock of | 
the Playwrights Co. planed to Mem.- | 
phis last week for several days’ visit 
with the Lunts. who appeared there 


rector Radio City Music Hall. 


ill for past week. is to be kept under 


Wraps for around two more weeks |} 


from accounts. Doctor’s orders. 
Re Mark Hellingers and Irving | 
ee back to the Coast after a/ 
: pie of weeks o.0.ing the N.Y. | 
cene., The Mervyn LeRoys (Doris 
arner) in for three weeks of ditto. 
ose Kalmenson, who doesn’t let | 
pol 0. know where he can be 
na ed, is back after a tour of sev- 
Tax nee points, including Dal- 
apelin” Louis, Chicago and Minne- 
Pa | Mayer, in from Hollywood 
the Art giving with his parents, 
the oth ur Mayers, may joOin one of 
lowing - Studios on production, fol- 
so Fla on the Coast with 


Joe Bernhard and Mort Blumen- 


Stock left Sunda i 
( y night (23) on a 
tes through the south and mid- 


They were in Pittsburgh Mon- 
Ch pnight (24) to attend the Variety 
cnanes to Harry Kalmine. 

eo. Kuhn, stage artist, has paint- 
hte ~odd items, all on show biz 
Porn (clowns, circus, burley, 
nen 2 etc.) and will give a one- 
= new all through December at 
pal “rie (Mrs. W. Averell) Harri- 

Gallery on East 57th. 
—. Blum, who's been trying his 





with poultry biz when he’s 


home in New Jersey, cashed in on 
the big tilt in turkey prices this 
year. Metro foreign publicity chief 
sold about four times as many birds 
as in 1940, and at the higher scale. 
Stork Club housed a 20th-Fox 
preview; Toots Shor’s has had sev- 
eral, including this past Monday’s 
showing of Mark Hellinger’s ‘Rise 
and Shine’; and now Fefe’s Monte 
Carlo will be the scene of a cock- 
tailery screening of WB’s Ballet 
Russe de Monte Carlo shorts on Dec. 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





John McGreevey, chief booker of 


Harris theatres, has pneumonia. 


Night club comic Buddy Blane out 
of action for few days with injured 
kneecap. 

Carol Bruce was in town Monday 
(24) attending receptions and being 
interviewed. 

Entire Blackstone magic show 
booked for annual Dapper Dan ban- 


quet Sunday (30). 


Chick and Lee and Pete Evans, all 
lecals, together in a new unit, 
‘Screwballs of '42.’ 

Lou Asti, former sax player with 
Freddy Martin, has joined Benny 
Burton's band here. 

Lynn Stevens Girls at El Chico 
nitery shove off shortly for Miami 
and the Frolics Club. 

Three Ross Sisters go direct from 
Nixon Cafe to Earl Carroll's theatre- 
restaurant on the Coast. 

The Charles Millers have left for 
where he will manage a 
private club this season. 

Reggie Dvorak, the Chaplinesque 
clown, has landed a spot at the 
Pirates Den in Hollywood. 

Mark Goldman, Monogram man- 
ager, coming around at West Penn 
hospital after serious operation. 

Mary Martha Briney dickering 
Nixon Cafe offer to join Bob Carter 
as a light operatic singing team. 

Buck Stoner’s M-G office here 
leading company’s sales drive by 
several points in branch standings. 

Ann Mantzel, local chorine in 
Hinda Wassau show, quit last week 
to form a dance act with Christie 
Marks. 
| Ruben Rabinovitch in town ahead 
lof touring ‘Hellzapoppin,’ Nixon- 
|bound for Xmas and New Year's 
weeks. 

Tony Stern’s four-year-old daugh- 
ter, Ellen, engaged by Gimbel’s as 
professional model for children’s 
clothes. 

The Harry Feinsteins, back home 
again, found Canada too cold, so they 





and Washington. 

Variety Club got $1,000 for its 
charity fund through sponsorship of 
a Sunday performance of ‘Ice- 
Capades’ at Gardens. 

Bob Shield has shelved announcing 
at KDKA, save for couple of com- 
mercial shows, for a berth in the 
continuity department. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Edythe Bush Little theatre pre- 
senting ‘Biography.’ 

Prom, Twin City ballroom, install- 
ing bowling alleys in basement. 

D. W. Howe. Mort H. Singer cir- 
cuit auditor, here on inspection trip. 

Herb Blass, Warner office 
ager, called to New Ulm, Minn., by 
mother’s illness. 

Walter Mitchell, erstwhile of Film 
Row, discharged from army and 
back in circulation here. 














Hollywood 


Charles Laughton back to work 
after flu. 


_ Grace Hayes to the hospital with 
intestinal flu. 


George Brent up and around after 
a hospital siege. 

Eleanor Powell and 
to wed in February. 


Lester Cole, film writer, broke an 
arm playing baseball. 


Morris Goldberg, Warners 
ploiter, laid up at home. 


Norman Krasna back in town to 














| contracted for, in fact, was 


formed at its theatre. 


Merrill Pye 


ployee-employer relationship. The 
hours of performance were fixed, of 
course, to coincide with the enter- 
| tainment policy of the appellant. The 
entertainers contracted to perform 





ex- 


| 


Actors Must Pay 


Continued from page 52 - 








per-;tor is that the former undertakes to 


achieve an agreement result and to 


‘The fact that the contract provides | accept the direction of his employer 
that the act be given in as many/as to the manner in which the re- 
shows a day as may be the appel- | 
lant’s policy does not indicate an em- | 


sults shall be accomplished, while an 
independent contractor agrees to 
achieve a certain result but is not 
subject to the orders of the employer 
as to the means which are used, 
(Matter of Morton, 284 N. Y. 167; 
Hexamer v. Webb, 101 id. 377-384; 


ecape the chill of Broadway. 
Carol Landis drew her final di- 
vorce decree from Willis Hunt, Jr. 
Sally Payne playing her 13th west- 
ern with Roy Rogers at Republic. 
Eros Volusia, samba dancer, 
from South America for film work. 


Bill Henry resumed his own name 
after acting for a while as Scott Jor- 
dan. 


Dave Fleischer shoved off for 
Miami after two months in Holly- 
wood. 

William Hawks returned from 
Mexico City with native background 
shots. 

Dave Hechtlinger checked out of 
20th-Fox publicity to join the Naval 
Reserves. 

Ted Toddy in town to open a Coast 
office for Consolidated National Film 
Exchanges. 

Marguerite Chapman, of the Navy 
Blues Sextet, hospitalized for an ap- 
pendectomy. 

Roger Pryor rushed the season by 
signing for a strawhattter in New 
Haven June 24, 

Walter Wanger moved into his 
new quarters in the executive build- 
ing at Universal. 

Mickey Bennett, former moppet 
star and later assistant film director, 
is in the Army now. 

Bretaigne Windust, of the Broad- 
way stage, in Hollywood to study 
film direction under Frank Capra. 

Miriam Hopkins back from Canada 
where she was guest of the Canadian 


in 


their act at the appellant’s theatre | Beach v. Velzy, 238 id. 100; Irwin v. 
| for the duration of the accompanying | Klein, 271, id. 477.). 
picture, which might run for a week | ‘Arsene Gautier, one of the wit- 
or many weeks. | nesses sworn, was a trainer of ponies 
The forty-eight hours notice of dogs and monkeys: he had four 
termination was only a cancellation | ponies, six dogs and one monkey 
provision and had to be exercised | He sometimes doubled up, that is he 
by. the appellant forty-eight hours | had different contracts in the same 
prior to the close of the perform-|city to be performed at different 
ance week. The notice of cancella-| hours. He sold his act to the Radio 
tion applied only to the succeeding City Musie Hall in 1938: it was known 
performance week. After the week’s| as Gautier’s Steeple Chase, which 
engagement started there could be no| was composed of four ponies, six 
cancellation of such week’s contract. | dogs and one monkey. They show 
‘The special acts received a higher | a few tricks, the dogs ride the ponies 
rate of pay and were engaged on an | and jump from one pony to another 
entirely different basis from the ap-| and the monkey does the same thing. 
pellant’s regular employees. The ap- |The Music Hall Corporation did not 
pellant reserved the right through | exercise any control over the details 
its senior producer to delete certain | of performing the act whatever. that 
portions of certain acts only if he|is, they could not order a dog to 


considered them undignified or in| jump through a hoop instead of ride 
bad taste. That was necessary to on top of a pony, because they had 
maintain the standard of perform-j not been so trained. 7 


ance set by the theatre and because 
the performances were witnessed by 
many children. Such a right of con- 
trol related only to the results of 
the act and not to the manner of 
accomplishing the results. 


‘The amount of compensation re- 
ceived by the special acts clearly 
shows that the appellant paid for the 
unique talent of the acts rather than 
for their time. They were not to be 
engaged on a yearly or permanent 
basis because their attraction and 
drawing power would be lost by a 
eontinuous repetition of its act day 
after day while the appellant's em- 


‘All of the evidence in the case in- 
dicates that the special acts were in- 
dependent contractors and not em- 
ployees and, therefore, are not sub- 
ject to the Unemployment Insurance 
Act. These acts, according to the 
schedule, if they had any success at 
all, would earn more than $3,000 a 
year. 

‘The decision of the Unemploy- 
ment Insurance Appeal Board hold- 
ing that the individual performer 
who composed a special act upon 
whose wages the appellant paid un- 
employment insurance contributions 
during the year 1938 is reversed and 





ployees, such as the ballet, glee club 
and Rockettes, are taught and re- 
hearsed different routines by ap- 
pellant’s producers, which routines 
changed with every new show. The 
appellant reserved the right in the 
contract to approve of any change in 


government in the War Loan Drive. 
M. J. Siegel trained in from New 
York huddles with Herbert Yates 
about stories and talent for Repub- 
lic. 
Harry Goetz, head of Max Gordon 
and Pictures 


such special acts and the individual 
performers working in them are held 
to be independent contractors and 
the disallowance of the claim for 
credit for contributions paid on their 


| wages is reversed and the claim for 


credit is allowed, with costs and dis- 


| 


Plays Corp., looking 
over the Hollywood production situ- 
ation. 

Henry Lehrman, former film direc- 
tor, filed a bankruptcy petition, list- 
ing $17,031 in debts and $750 in 
assets. 

John P. Miles continues as pub- 
licity chief for Arnold Pressburger 
instead of organizing his own free- 
lance agency, as reported. 

Jean Hersholt donated his second 
cottage to the Motion Picture Relief 
Fund’s Country House, the 14th 
bungalow contributed thus far. 

Ted Cheesman, former film editor 
at RKO, has left with Citizen’s Tech- 
nical Corps for Montreal. After 
month’s training he'll leave for Eng- 
land to operate radio plane locator. 


Blayney F. Matthews, director of} with the appellant only to the extent 
plant protection and superintendent| that the act was prohibited to ap- 





man- 


! 
| 


| 


| 


| 


|\Ice Revue opens a four-night stand control by the appellant. (Matter of 


of personnel at Warner Bros., author) pear in any other competing theatre 
|of book to be published shortly, ‘The | 


Specter of Sabotage. It will give 
methods of safeguarding large prop- 
erties. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


Sonja Henie and her Hollywood 


Twin Cities, population more than | at the Arena Friday (28). 


1.000.000, haven't had single 
roadshow yet this winter. 

Mel Evidon, Minneapolitan, 
Columbia branch manager at 


Moines, celebrating arrival of baby | lining the floor show at Club Con-/| unemployed worker and his family. 
Carl 
| 


girl to his wife. 


tinental, Hotel Jefferson. 


Herman Wobber and W. C. Gehr-!Lorch’s band held over. 


| ing, 20th-Fox general sales and cen- 
|tral division managers, respectively, 
in ‘There Sall Be No Night.’ | here for sales’ meeting. 

- G. Van Schmus, managing di- | 


: atinees for Vol- 
away | held canned food matinees f 


Five Paramount St. Paul theatres 
unteers of America, which will dis- 
tribute receipts to needy families. 

Gordon Greene, former Minnesota 
theatre manager, resigned man- 
ager of Hopkins. de luxe suburban 
house, to go with Warners theatres 
in east. _ 


as 


Kansas City 
By John Quinn 


Osa Johnson cancelled her sched- | 
uled lecture last Friday (21) because | 


of illness. 

Biltmore Boys orch in at the new 
Green Hills club for indefinite en- 
gagement. 


Don Davis, attending meeting. of | 


Network Affiliates in Chicago, made 
new officer of group. 
Don Terry, film player, made one- 


day personal Turkey day (20) at) 
the Mainstreet theatre. 
Joe Redmond, Esquire’ theatre 


manager, off on a three-week jaunt 
to the Coast film capital. ; 

Variety Club’s annual ball Friday 
at Pla-Mor ballroom an advance-sale 
success. Proceeds to charity. : 

Ruth Royal taking over entertain- 
ment assignment in the new Crown 
Room of Hotel LaSalle, with Bill 
Scott baritoning. 


| 


Lily Pons drew a 


It was the first of a series of con- 





certs sponsored by the Civic Music 


League. 

Sam Komm, owner of 11 indies! 
here, in East St. Louis and St. Louis 
County will add another Ground 
for a new $25.000 house in south St. 
Louis was broken last week. 

Dorothy Maynor, classical singer 
will be first of artists to appear in 


the Municipal Auditorium this sea- 
son under the banner of Entertain- 
ment, Inc., headed b, Paul Beisman. 

Clarence M. Turley, sec. of the St. 
Louis Amus. Co., and also financially 
interested 
and Uptown 


theatres, elected prez 


SRO house to | and well being of the wage earners 
the Municipal Auditorium last week. | of this State required the enactment | 


in the Downtown Lyric) 
| sary for them to have places to re- 


| publicity and agents. 


of the St. Louis Real Estate Ex- 
change. é ~~ 
Lou Angell named acting § sec-| 


treas. of MPTOA of Eastern Missouri 
and Southern Illinois. Ansell will 
serve the unexpired term 


election. 
‘Fun to Be Here.’ by Ben Hecht 


}and Charles MacArthur, will be pre- 


sented in the Municipal Auditorium 


|Dec. 10 by the local chapter of the 


Fight for Freedom Committee to De- 
fend America. 

A sellout mob attended the preem 
of ‘By the Rivers,’ technicolored 
film depicting the history of the 
Jewish race. It was held at the 
Municipal Auditorium. Flicker was 
made here and Larry Lederberg, a 
native, directed and turned the 
crank. 


| eration 


late L. C. Hehl until the next annual | end 
| wages but as a lump sum due under | 
/a contract for the sale and rendition 
lof a special 
| many times the compensation of the 





personnel, such was necessary in or- 
der to maintain the standard of the 
act which the appellant had con- | Decisi 
. . ecision of the Appeal Board hold- 
tracted for. Appellant’s senior PrO-/ing that the indiviviual ment he wot 
ducer testified that that form of pro- | jn, composed a Ss sind net pond 
cedure was only exercised in case | whose wages the Proscar Ryo ae 
the form of the act itself was modi- | . fr 4, aeggueeiedl <-enernadl 
employment insurance contributions 


fied; it related only to’the results of | during the year reversed and such 


po Me Bgae P in Sener = | special acts and the individual per- 


lengthening or shortening of the time | Ay Secenemcieiet comeneion ait tae 
was only for the purpose of making disallowance of the claim for credit 
it conform to the appellant’s other | for contributions paid on their wages 
| entertainment and related to the re- |reversed and the claim for credit 
sult and not to the manner of ac- | aijowed with costs and disbursements 
complishing the result. to the appellant against the Indus- 


| bursements to the appellant against 
| the Industrial Commissioner. 
































Artists’ Right | trial Commissioner.’ 
‘The artist’s right to contract with | 
others was limited by its contract ] 
On-the-Upbeat 
in New York city while performing | Continued from page 44 J 
at the Music Hall. Paul Gerrits, on€| pefore induction. Did Coca-Cola 
of the special acts, had an engage- | show with Long last week under 


ment at a hotel in New York city 


. ° = 5 j - 4 
at the time he was performing in Similar arrangement. 
the appellant’s theatre in 1937. The| ——— 
costumes of the special acts could Bill Bardo’s orchestra played a 


| be ordered changed only when inde-| three-night engagement at Yankee 
jeent or dirty. / Lake, near Youngstown, O., Nov. 
There is no evidence to sustain the | 9; 9 


| finding that the special acts were 
subject to complete direction and | 


Ken Curtis, singer, who recently 


Earle, 262 App. Div. 789.) made couple sides with Tommy Dor- 


legit | Billee Younger, native, is a mem-!/ ‘The purpose of the Unemployment | sey in place of Frank Sinatra, re- 
|ber of the ‘Hellzapoppin’ cast that) Insurance Law was to relieve so far| places Pat Foy with Shep Fields’ 

now | played the American last week. |as possible distress which follows | pang 

Des| Woods and Bray currently head-| involuntary unemployment by the| 


Martha Raye signed to record for 
Decca. Had been with Columbia. 

Les Brown renewed 
two years on Okeh label. 


The Legislature declared that in its | 
| considered judgment the public good | 


for. another 


|of the measure. Okeh has 


| “The special acts as set forth in| .).4 taken on LeAhn Sisters trio 

| the record herein are not wage earn- | “ , F r 
ers within the meanmg of the Un- i a 

employment Insurance Act. They Teddy McRae permanent re- 
have acquired a special talent which; placement for late ‘Chu’ Berry with 
they make available to any one WhO! Cap Calloway 

wishes to purchase the same. Their fin ae 

business is analogous to that of a . ? + ee ve 
professional calling. They have ex- George Duffy's orche yin will suc- 
pended much time and energy and ceed Del Casino’s at Commodore 
expense in obtaining their special Perry Hotel, Toledo, on Dec. 5. 
status. They have periods of inactiv- —— 


Pete Viera has a whole new band 
at Ka-See’s Club, Toledo, as his for- 
mer players all have found places 

|in Detroit, their home base. Elliott 
|Hoyt, who formerly led the house 
band at the Trianon Ballroom, To- 
ledo, is now at the drums; Gene 
| Percival is first sax, Melvin Schnoll, 
/second sex, and Bud Hall, trumpet. 
A bass player is yet to be selected. 
His former band consisted of Mark 
Fischer, drums; Jack Gillespie, 
trumpet; Corky McCormick, first 
saxophone; Forest Keller, tenor sax, 
and Bill Callan, bass. Pete continues 
at the piano and does ail the ar- 


ity which are counted upon and com- 
pensated for when the value of their 
services is determined; it is neces- 


hearse, costumes, properties, music, 
All of these 
factors have to be taken into consid- | 
when they determine the 
worth of their services. They sell 
pursuant to contract 
compensation not as 


services 
receive 


service. They receive | 


other employees of the appellant who | 
are steadily engaged in a similar 
type of work. Paul Gerrits received 





$1,200 for two weeks’ engagement in | ranging. 
the Music Hall. He would have to 
work only five weeks to receive as Charlie Teagarden’s orchestra 


much money as a Rockette received 
or earned in a whole year. 

‘The distinction between an em- 
ployee and an independent contrac- 


started an engagement at the Elms 
Ballroom, Youngstown, Nov. 22. suc- 
ceeding Chick Floyd. 
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ED ANDREWS 

Ed Andrews, 84, one of the found- 
ers of the Andrews Opera Co., well- 
known for many years in the mid- 
dlewest and leader of the migration 
of midwestern artists to the Rogue | 
river valley colony in southern Ore- | 
gon, died Nov. 18 in Mankato, Minn. 

With his brother, the late George 
Andrews, and several other mem- 
bers of the opera company formed 
in Minnesota, Andrews moved to 


Oregon and presented numerous 
operas in the northwest. His later 
appearances were with the Britt 


opera company. 


WRIGHT KRAMER 


Wright Kramer, 71, stage and 
screen actor, died Nov. 14 in Holly- 
wood after a long illness. In his 
early days he played supporting 
roles with Fanny Davenport and 
other Broadway stars and later 
toured extensively in vaudeville. In 
recent years he appeared as a char- 
acter actor in such films as ‘Anne 
of Windy Poplars’ at RKO, ‘Before 
I Hang’ at Columbia, and ‘Dark 
Streets of Cairo’ at Universal. 

Surviving is his son, John. 





MARK F. LALLY 


Mark F. Lally, of Dunkirk, N. Y.. 
former prominent merchant there | 
and a pioneer in the showing of pic- , 
tures in that area, died in Sisters’ 
hospital, Buffalo, Wednesday (19). | 

When the film industry was in its | 
infancy, the Lally brothers estab- 
lished a small theatre in Dunkirk 
and finally disposed of other inter- 
ests to devote themselves exclusively 
to pic exhibition. Purchased two 
theatres from James L. Drohen, later 
disposing of them to a _ syndicate 
(1926) after years of profitable 
operation. 








MRS. MARY NEVIN 


Mary Nevin, 66, wife of Arthur 
Nevin, composer, died Nov. 17 on 


ARIES 


Philadelphia, Nov. 9. Her marriage) 
name was Nellie Hutchinson Pinza. | 

Further details in Legitimate de-| 
partment. 





HAROLD MARSHALL 

Harold Marshall, 23, of Reed’s 
Ferry, N. H., leader of the Lone 
Star Ranch troupe heard regularly 
on various New Hampshire radio 
stations, was killed Nov. 21 when his 
automobile collided with an oil truck 
in Derry, N. H. 





JULIA BARTET 
Julia Bartet, 87, French stage star, 
died in Paris, recently. She made 
her debut in 1872 and retired in 
1919. 
Miss Bartet had starred in classic 
roles at the Comedie Francaise, Paris. 


E. BRUCE KNOWLTON 
E. Bruce Knowlton, 66, Portland, 
Ore., composer and conductor, died 
Nov. 19, a few hours after his latest 
oratorio, ‘The Master,’ was given its 
first performance. 


James C. Tinney, 62, vet Youngs- 
town, O., stagehand, who heip or- 
ganize the grips union in Youngs- 
town, died Nov. 20, of head injuries. 








Zaret Explains 


Continued from page 47 Qe 











and evils existing, the precarious na- 
ture of the profession, and clearly 
indicated the need for an organiza- 
tion which would strive for the fol- 
lowing objectives: ; 

1. To form a democratic organiza- 
tion consisting of all qualified song- 
writers. 2. To eliminate some of the 
chaos and hardship in the profession 
by working towards standardization 
of contracts with publishers, elimi- 
nating unfair trade practices, and se- 





her birthday in the American Hos- 
pital, Mexico City, where she had | 
been ill for some time. Burial was | 
in Mexico City. Husband and two| 
sons survive. 

Mrs. Nevin, a bacteriologist, had 
been on the faculty at the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia 
University, New York, and the Pas- 
teur Institute and Military Hospital, 
Paris. She had received various 


curing for the songwriter a fair re- 
turn for his work. 3. To open new 
sources of income from hitherto un- 
taxed affiliated’ fields of the industry. 
4. To secure government and public 
support by sponsorship of a program 
which would genuinely cooperate 
with standard composers and authors, 
schools and musical societies, in pre- 
serving and fostering the so-called 
uncommercial music, and enlarge the 





decorations for medical war work. 


WILLIAM J. HEENAN 


William J. Heenan, 58, vet Philly 
film man, died in Philly Thursday 
(19) following an operation at the 
Jefferson hospital. Until his illness 
he was a salesman for the Para- 
mount exchange. He was the former 
head of the Peerless Film Exchange 
and was once associated with First 
National and Warners. Survived by 
widow and two children. 


ROBERT EMMET KENNEDY 


Robert Emmet Kennedy, 64, au- 
thor and composer of negro folk 
music, died in New Orleans Nov. 21. 

He had just completed a collec- 
tion of Chinese folk songs at the 
time of his death. He gave a recital 
at Town Hall, N. Y., in 1925, and had 
published books on negro folklore. 
He had also been a reviewer for the 
N. Y. Times in the book department. 


MICHAEL EGIDI 
Michael Egidi, 38, proprietor of the 
Cottage Inn, Camden, N. J., died 
Saturday (21) of injuries he re- 
ceived when his car hit a tree near 
Lawnside, N. J., last Wednesday (19). 
Egidi was trapped beneath the car, 
which caught fire following the 
crash. 
Egidi operated South Jersey road- 
houses for the past 10 years. 


WILSON H. MacDONALD 
Wilson H. (‘Spec’) MacDonald, 45, 
manager of the Wilma and Dream 
theatres, Coeur d’ Alene, Idaho, died 
in his sleep Nov. 21. MacDonald, a 
World War veteran, spent the aft- 
ernoon before he died deer hunting, 
and attended his duties at the the- 

atres until midnight of his death. 
Widow and four children survive. 


JOHN DOERING 

John Doering, 74, clarinetist in 
Buffalo pit orchestras for 38 years, 
but more recently stage doorman at 
Shea’s Buffalo theatre, died Nov. 16 
in Buffalo. He had been ill for some 
time. 

Surviving is his widow. 


DOROTHY DELMORE 


activity in a field which has been 
woefully starved by commercial in- 
| terests. 
Program 

This tentative program was dis- 
cussed at length by the assembled 
writers. The discussion clearly in- 
|dicated the urgent need for such an 
lorganization and also brought out 
ithe fact that the publishers would 
| gain rather than lose by our organ- 
ization. New sources of income 
could be opened by a writers’ or- 
ganization that the publishers could 
never secure for themselves or in 
a joint organization. The govern- 
ment and the public would support 
the writers in their drive for new 
legislation that would make the in- 
dustry a more remunerative one to_ 
all concerned. The stigma of Tin Pan 
Alley, its sectarian musical aspira- 
tions, would be removed, and a 
closer affinity established between 
the writers and the people of the 
country. Radio would reap the 
'product of thousands of writers of 
standard works who would not be 
|able to survive without sponsorship. 
Government pressure against radio 
would be eased as the aura sur- 








MARRIAGES 


Frances Stone to Julian B. Rosen- 
thal, Nov. 14, in New York. He’s 
theatrical attorney; bride non-pro. 
Bea Mathews to Herb Caen in 
San Francisco, No®. 21. Bride was 
performer with Prof. Lamberti’s act; 
he’s a columnist on the Frisco Chron- 
icle. 

Ivah Davidson to Ed Prentiss, in 
Chicago, Nov. 21. He’s a radio per- 
former. 

Gertrude Keeler to Robert Peebles, 
in Jamestown, N. Y., Nov. 15. Groom 
is announcer with WJTN, James- 
town. 

Mrs. Charlotte V. Beckley to Philip 
L. Buxbaum, Jr., Nov. 21, in New 
Haven. Buxbaum is head of sports 
staff at WELI and bride is former 
Jacksonville, Fla., vocalist. 

Mary Frances O'Neil to William 
J. Barney, Jr., Nov. 22, in Buffalo. 
Bride is Buffalo radio actress. 
Barbara Brewster to Al Blooming- 
dale, in Fort Lee, N. J. Bride is a 
legit dancer; he’s a legit producer. 

Sally Gibbs to Lieut. Howard Mc- 
Clure, Nov. 24, in Philadelphia. She’s 
novelist and actress. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Monroe Hinson Tun- 
nell, son, Nov. 17, in Philadelphia. 
Father is ‘Bon Bon,’ colored vocal- 
ist with Jan Savitt’s orchestra. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sol C. Siegel, son, 
in Hollywood, Nov. 18. Father is 
producer at Paramount. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wendell G. Smith, 
daughter, in Calexico, Cal. Father 
manages the Capitol theatre there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herb Rosenthal, 
daughter, Nov. 18, in New York. 
He’s v.p. of MCA Artists. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Armstrong, 
son, Nov. 13, in Port Washington, 
L. I. Father is salesman for WTRY, 
. Troy, N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Baumel, son, 
in Amarillo, Texas, Nov. 10. Father 
is music director of station KGNC, 
there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clint Buehlman, Nov. 
8, daughter, in Buffalo. Father runs 
‘Musical Clock’ on WGR, Buffalo. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Sayers, son, in 
Hollywood, Nov. 23. Father is Coast 
publicity head of Young & Rubicam 
Radio shows. 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Scott, son, 
in New York Nov. 21. Father is 
bandleader. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lowe, daugh- 
ter, Nov. 18, in New York. Father 
is account executive at WOR, New 
York, 

Mr. and Mrs. Rudy Fehr, daughter, 
Nov. 24, in Hollywood. Mother 
Maris Wrixon, actress. Father 
film editor at Warners. 


is 
in 











Road Jumps 
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cars home on the current trip started 
last Thursday (20) from Frank 
Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, 
N. J. Henceforth, according to Joe 
Galkin, Tucker’s manager, the band 
will travel by public train and bus 
only. 

Another band 
by private car is Jimmy Dorsey's, 
which replaced Tucker at Meadow- 
brook Friday (21). Dorsey, just back 
from California trip to make a film, 
traveled cut there and back by rail 
and when he starts out on a short 
theatre tour after Meadowbrook will 
also travel by train and bus. Pre- 
vious to the Coast hop the Dorsey 
bandmen drove their own cars 
Woody Herman is also mulling put- 





rounding the music industry in the 
last few years disappeared. 

After full discussion a committee 
was elected by the group to contact 
|other songwriter groups with sim- 
ilar objectives and work towards 
one goal. This committee consisted 
|of George Whiting, Norman Weiser, 
Henry Katzman, Fred Wise, Helen 
Bliss, Hans Langsfelder, Bob Sour, 
Red Evans and Hy Zaret. I should 
like to point out that no officers 
were elected by the group, that no 
name was adopted and that no fur- 
ther organizational activity took 
place. To call the group the Song- 
writers Guild of America is incor- 
rect, 


It is clear from the above program 
that the purpose of the organiza- 
tion is not to attack ASCAP, Radio, 
or the publishers, but to formulate 
a constructive working program 
that will benefit the songwriters. 
Any other interpretation of our 
program or of my statements on the 
subject are not in conformance with 





Dorothy ,Delmore,, 58, onetime | 
stage actress, died in poverty in 


the facts, 


| ting a ban on movements of his out- 
| fit on rubber, 
After several members of his 


| group, and singer Carol Kay, wound 
| up in a eastern Pennsylvania hos- 


traveling by car, packing his entire 
personnel and instruments by bus. 
Several other bands travel the same 
way to minimize road hazards, but 
have long done so. 

Moving about the country by rail 
and bus only, as Tommy Tucker is 
doing, is much more expensive, but 
much easier on his bandsmen, 
naturally. Few one-nighters can be 
reached directly by train, which 
means passage to a certain point, 
unload instryyments, et al, and re- 
load on a |As—a lot of work, but 
in the opinion of leaders who have 
always selected that mode of travel 
the inconvenience is more than off- 
set by the knowledge that all the 
men and horns are reasonably sure 
_of reaching their destination on time 
and without mishap. Too many 
cars have. wound wheels-up. in 





Hy Zaret. 


ditches lately. 


| 











Jerry Delmar Ore 
Di Pintos 


Flash Lane 
Casimiera Gls 
Eddie King Ore 


820 Club 


Bobby Lee Ore 
Jackie Mabley 
Joe Ross 
Rosemary Kenney 
Embas*y 
Fernandez Ore 
Carlyle Sis 
Claudia Jordy 
Betty Rannon 
Cyrel Rodney 
George Clifford 
Chico & Donne 
Evergreen Casino 
Vivian Vance 
Franky Belasco 
Great Lester 
Alma & Roland 
Pat Shevlin Ore 
(H Walton Roof) 
Grace O'Hara 
Glamour Gls 
Helen Heath 
Jackie Miles 
Duval 
Chavez Ore 
Birdie Dean 
Cheena di Simone 
Deval Merle & Lee 
Castaine & Barry 
Neil Fontaine Ore 
Rose Gallo 
Jam Session 
Mickey House 
Ann Roe 
Billy Kretchmer 
George Lutz 
Hopkins’ Rathskeller 


Agnes Barry 
Audrey Joyce 
Don & Doresse 
5 Suzettes 
Betty LaRue 
Deke Dee 
Jack Griffin 
Dotty Villard 
Lillian Chapin 
David Gold Ore 
Mildred Gilson 
Lexington Casino 
Daisy Mae 
Margie Smith 
Lola Claire 
Garvin Buschell O 
Hep Cats 
Ralph Lewis 
Jerry Brandon 
Barton 
Octaves (4) 
Lido Venice 
Carmen Torrente 
Alan Gale 
Virginia Lawler 


Betty Keenan 
Margie Drummond 
Danny Versay’s Orc 


Little Rathskeller 

Kathleen May 

Jackie Hill 

3 Radio Aces 

Tip-Top Gis 

Gerry & Turk 

Sil Walker 

Victor Hugo’s Ore 
Minstrel Tavern 


Ed McGoldrick, Jr. 

Dumont Minstrels 

Stella Engle 

Sally Foy 

Joe Lorigan 

Margie March 

Sissy 

Beatrice Kay 

Floradora Sextet 

Tony Callazzo 

; Stella Tracey 

Ed McGoldrick, Sr 
Nell Dieghan’s 


The Burnetts 
Klee Ko Rena 
Maples & Wright 
Ugo Martinelli 
Lee Noble 








|} Benny 


| 
| 


pital recently, Sonny Dunham quit ! 








Patsy Marr 

| Geo Marchetti Ore 
Leonard Cooks 
Old Falls Tavern 
| Parker Sis 


| Eddie Thomas 
|Perky Perkins 

| Billy Hayes’ Ore 
Al Kilbride 


Open Door Cafe 
| Jeannettes (10) 
Banks & Fay 
John Lucyne 
Frankie Schluth 


| 
| 
} 
| Viola Klaiss Ore 


Palumbo’s 


to abandon travel | Yvoneties 


Ginnie Loftus} 





—— 








Bills Next Week 
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3 Peppers 

Keller Sis 

Kaye & Grey 
Frances Carroll 
Smythe & Dolores 
Chick Mullery 


Philadeiphia Hotel 


Liana Lees 
Lenora Coeds 
Dick Wharton 
Walter John 
Charlo & Dupree 
Joe Russo 
Chas Funk 
Roman Grille 


Gloria Dale 
Al Capron Ore 
Dick Jones 
Princess Chang Lee 
Delaney Sis 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 


Cleftones (3) 
4 Toppers 
Sam's Cafe 
Frank Ponti 
% King’s Rhythm 
Tommy Monahan 
Constance June 
Judy Tapps 
Silver Lake Inna 
Col Geo Reed 
Alice Lucey 
J Mary Norris 
Warner & Valerie 
Frank Hassel Ore 
Spatola’s 
Don Renaldo (4) 
Louise Hamilton 
4 Dots 
Alberto Aveyou 


Stamp’s 


Andy Russell 

Jean O'Neil 

Sonny La Dare 
Danny Montgomery 
Lanny Vale 

Vickie Lane 
Frances Tone 
Natalie Mann 
Dolly Raoul Gls 
Eddie Dolan 
Phyllis Jordan 
Mary Lopez 

Sun Ray Gardens 
Beatrice & Danny 
Agnes Willis 

Good Scouts (3) 
Ninz 

Phyllis La Rue 
Don Anton Ore 
69th St. Rathskeller 
Muriel Brooks 
Gracie Steele 
Johnny Guilfoyle 
The Martins 


Ore 


Billy Atkinson 

Tony Bennett Ore 

Ray Harkins 
Swan Club 


Beth Calvert 
H'wood Blondes (6) 
Mac Pepper 
Jack Curtis 
Karl Denny Ore 
20th Century 
3 Peppers 
Mike Pedecin 
Blauche Saunders 
Arthur Strohman 8 
Men of Rhythm 
Venice Grill 
Nick Varallo Ore 
Katherine Kayoille 
Dottie Brennan 
Ann Dee 
Chic Kennedy 
Warwick Hotel 
Joe Coe Ore 
Weber’s Hof Brau 
Camden 
Dave Pierson 
Pump Handle Trio 
Pen Bannerman 
Marvelettes (6) 
Denas & Dubin 
Jutia San 
Jack Moss 
Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Syd Golden 
| Raths’r Eldoradians 
Wilson’s 
Joe Hough 
Art Mathues 
Magic Flyers 
Jack & Bob Knapp 
Peggy Shields 
Geo Baquet Ore 
Yacht Clab 
Harry Holly 
Helen Jericho 
Toni Sorrell 
Yacht Rhythm Men 





Henry Patrick Victor Nelson Orc 
Anchorage Marion Joyce 
Hugh Morton Ore Lyda Radnok 
Maynard Deane Hotel Fort Pitt 
Arlington Lodge Ken Bailey Ore 
Phil Cavezza Ore Johnny Mitchell 
Baleonades Harry Wa Iton 
Charlie Laun Ore Jessie Wheatley 


Bill Green’s 
Ray Heatherton Or 
Drane Sis 
Anna May Taylor 

Blue Ridge Inn 
Lou Lucky Ore 
Austin 
Ray Styles 
Margie Allen 
Will Ryde 
3 Elmers 
Boogie-Woogle Club 
Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
Pat Burns 
Milly Bradley 
Buddy Blaine 
J Comorada 

Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Harlowe & Gray 
Bernie Lambert 
Selma Jones 
Eileen O'Shea 

Cork and Bottle 
Nelson Maples 

Colonial 
George Wells Ore 

Eddie Peyton's 
Memphis 6 
Eddie Peyton 
Marion Muller 

Ei Chico 
Mario Ore 
Terry LaFranconi, 
Cesar & Rosita 
Lynn Stevens Gls 

51 Club 
Billy Merle Orc 
June Collins 





Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 


M Contreras Ore 


} Conchita 


(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Bess Saunders 
Ida lola 
Everett 
setty 
Al 


Haydn 
Donahce 
Devin 
Hotel Roosevelt 
4 Senators 

Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Joy Lind 

Hotel Wm Penn 

(Chatterbox) 

Jack Coffey Ore 
Beverly Blayne 
Dick Kaps 
3 Smart Gls 
Pat Murphy 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 
Virginia Ramos 

Merry-Go-Round 
Tommy Flynn Ore 
Mike Musino 
Walt Dickman 

New Hillcrest 
Marty Schramm O 
Connie Gregg 
Ray Englert 
Antone Rozance 
Bill Shaffer 

New Penn 


Henry Blauth Orc 
Bric’ & ‘Elia 





Lester Franklin 





Irene Davey 
Kiwana 
Estelle 

Nixon Cafe 


Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Dorethy Deering 
Sharkey the Seal 
Pierce & Harris 
Alice Kennedy 
Private Dooley 


Nut House 
Ted Blake 


George Gregg 
Harry Frank 


Oasis 
Benny Burton Ore 
Betty Lee 


Babe Rhooes 
Skip Nelson 
Orchard Ion 
Rudy Gale Ore 
Vines 
Don Rutter 
Bill LeRoy Ore 
Shangri-La 
Steve Matthews 


Alpine Village 
Florence Faye 
Gale Sextet 
Danny Dennis 
Orpha Towle 
Del Kay 
Willie Matthias 
Bot Copfer 

Fl Dumpo 
Bob Manners Ore 
Sammy Lipman 
Roger & Spruce 
Ramona 
Virginia Rae 

Eldorado Club 
Aggie Auld 
J Mackenzie Orc 

Freddie's Cafe 
Three Wiles 
Lee Bartell 
Billy Davis 
Estelle Sloan 
Lee Leali Ore 

Gourmet Club 
Royal Hawaiians 
Bill Lochman 

Hotel Allerton 
Joe Baldi Ore 

Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Ambassadors Ore 
Charles Wick 

Hotel Cleveland 
Bernie Cummins Ore 


Oo 


Beachcomber 
Harry Morrissey Ore 
Chico Simone Orc 
Irene Hilda 
Dacita 
Marie Clarke 
Beach-Charmers 6 
Dance Players Tr 
Calypso Singers 
Duke of Iron 
Bill Matons 

Blinstrub’s 
Peter Bodge Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
George Prentice 
Miriam Johnson 
St Clair & Durand 

Casa Manana 
Al Tory Ore 
Harrison Aulger 
Joye Martin 
Kathyrn Fortener 
Louise Sherwood 
Earl Gregg 
Jane Giddings 
Jean Carle 
Don Muckel 

Club Mayfair 


Ranny Weeks Ore 
gernie Bennett O 
George Libby Rev 
Morton Downey 
Harry Stevens 
Maur’e & B Whalen 
Marguerite Cole 
Doris Abbott 
Club Vanity 
Al Nova Ore 
Stella Ray 
Ginnie O'Keefe 
Bette Claire 
Princess Sequoyah 

Coconnut Grove 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
Wally Wanger Rev 
Billy Paine 
Marianne Francis 
Roberts & White 
Birdie Dean 
Tanner & Swift 
(Melody Lounge) 
Marjorie Garretson 
Herb Lewis 


Fair 


Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Koom) 
Ruby Newman Ore 
Julia Barbour 
(Merry-Go-Round) 
Mark Gilbert 3 
Crawford House 
Ray Collins Ore 
Sally Keith 
Jacqueline Hurley 
Harriet Walker 
Frank Fontaine 
Crawfordettes 
Fox & Hounds 
Milton George Ore 
Irene Donahue 
David Ballentine 
Ray Parker 
Maxine Coleman 
(Rhumba Casino 
Room) 
Charles Wolk Orc 
Les Habaneros (6) 
Fodericos 
Teresita 
Argentina Mia 
Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Ore 
Lucille Grey 
Frank Petty 
Hotel Bradford 
(Circus Room) 
Warren & Bodee 
Hotel Brunswick 
(Bermuda Terrace) 


Sherdina Walker O 


Ore 


Dorothy Matthews 
Betty Carroll 
Yacht Club 
Don Roth Ore 
Joe Frisco 
Malo 3 
Paul Allen 
Magic Fliers 
George & Ann 
Iris Wayne 
Shirley Heller 
Sky-Vue 
Tommy Carlyn Ore 
Bill Douglas 
Pee Wee Walker 
Billy Sagone 
Union Grill 
Sammy Walters 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandreito 
Villa Madrid 
Etz! Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Lee Bartell 
The Keenes 
Florence aye 
Mickey Crandall 





CLEVELAND 


Hotel Fenway Hall 
Bernard & Henrie 
Hotel Hollenden 
Margie Knapp 
Mono Ambassadors 
Arturo & Evelyn 
Katherine Hoyt 
Will McCune Ore 
Hotel Statler 
Glover & LaMae 
Patricia Willis 
Fddie Le Baron Ore 
Ernie Taylor 
La Conga Club 
Freddie Carlone Ore 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Coleman Hawkins 
Hal Simpson 
Monaco’s Cafe 


Frane Reynolds 

Ravaye & Margo 

Gloria Miller 

Lou Story Ore 
Mounds Club 

Gene Kerwin's Ore 

Harry Richman 
Regal Club 

Ducky Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 

Art West 

5 Aristocrats 

Hal Hall 

Shirley Burke 

Don Walsh Ore 





BOSTON 


Raymond Scott Ore 
Billy Leach 
Roberta 
Hotel Essex 
Ken Travers Oro 
Jack Manning Ore 
silly Kelly 
Frost & Helene 
Roberta Hines 
Conga Teresa 
Jean Monti 
Hotel Lenox 
(Lenox Arms) 
Bob Hardy Ore 
Kay Ivers 
Hotel Minerva 
Bunny McVey Ore 
Barbara Douglass 
Hotel Somerset 
(Balinese Koom) 
Dwight Fiske 
Harry Marshard O 
Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 
Howard Jones Ore 
Jack Edwards 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
International Cafe 
Ted Crowley Ore 
Norman Bolster 
Frances Grant 
Archie O'Brien 
Roberts & Trebor 
Ken Club 
Farren bros Ore 
Russ Howard 
Latin Quarter 
Anthony Bruno Ore 
RKhumboliers Orc 
Hermanos Wms Co 
Armanda Williams 
Senor Wences 
Arthur Blake 
Noll & Nolan 
Helen Carroll 
Hlarry Richman (30) 
(Lounge Bar) 
Mum & Strum 
Escudero & La Plata 
Miami Grove 
Jimmy McHale Ore 
Lennie Fit: 
Tom Chales 
Ella May Waters 
| Phillips & Breen 
;}Oscar Carmel 
Elano Norton 
Arthur Martel 


Rio Casino 


Harris Ore 
Rhumba O 


Spear 





| Geo ge 
Havana 
Harry 
Buster 


Georgie 


Keir Rev 
Price 
Cisrissa 
Reyes & Romero 
Fred & S Hartnell 
(Garden Lounge) 
Newell & Steger 
Steuben’'s 
(Vienna Reom) 
Lew Conrad Ore 
Chester Dolphin 
Don & Darrow 
George Prentice 
Rosalind Gordon 
The Cave 
Don DiBona Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
La-O & Moncita 
Pir-ettes (5) 
Alvez Cortez 
Adele Corey 
Tic-Toe 
Joe Nevils Ore 
Jimmy Hodges 








Penn hotel's Chat 
Saturday (29) for 








ville, Ind. 


Baron Elliott goes 


placing Jack Coffey. 
same night at Trocadero, in Evans- 


into William 
terbox, Pittsburgh, 
indefinite run, re- 
Latter opens 
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Football 


By Dick Fishell 


(WHN, N. Y., Sports Commentator) 





College 


THUESDAY (27) 
Texas A & M—Texas 
The Texas Aggies are strictly a 
passing team and not as good as 
their record indicates. The Texas 
Longhorns are the best in the nation 
when they want to be. They want 
to be best Thursday and will beat 


the Aggies. 





Tulsa—Arkansas 
Arkansas is only fair to middlin’, 
while the Tulsa lads have great tal- 
ent and a big-time machine, 





SATURDAY (29) 
Army—Navy 
The Soldiers have been hampered 
by injuries and are only fair at best. 
The Middies have one of the best 
squads in the land and will sink 
West Point. 


Pittsburgh—Carnegie Tech 
Strictly no contest as Pittsburgh 
wins the track meet. 





Rice-Baylor 
Baylor is only fair, while Rice has 
never before lived up to its expecta- 
tions. But this time it will. 





South Carolina—Penn State 
A bit of stubborn resistance but 
Penn State finally’turns the trick. 





Stanfora—Calif. 
This may be tough, but Stanford’s 
got enough to top the Beara. 





Tennessee—Vanderbilt 
Surprising Vanderbilt reached a 
peak in slapping down Alabama. 
Playing at Tennessee, the volunteers 
should squeeze it out. 








Probable Football Winners 


(And Proper Odds) 





GAMES 


*Texas A & M-Texas. 
*Tulsa-Arkansas . 
Army-Navy ...cccccescces 
Auburn-Clemson 
Boston College-Holy Cross....... 
Fordham-NYU 
Ga. Tech-Georgia...... —— 
Marquette-Iowa State.,.......... 
Miss.-Miss, State........ oe 
Nebr.-Okla. 
Oregon-Oregon State............. 
Pittsburgh-Carnegie Tech........ 
Rice-Baylor 
ih, Se CED, . ccc weewsacee 
USC-Wash., 
I howe sae eke twa se:nie 
Tenn.-Vanderbilt 
ON os La rks bumwd beak coe res 
Tulane-LSU 
Ws WERE. GUIs 6 dc cee soceices 


ef eeeeweeereene 


er 


eeeveee 


ee ee 





* Thursday (27). 
RECORD: Won, 169; Lost, 


SUNDAY, 


Steelers-Dodgers ....... 
ROO. fcc eeeesdickesciees 
Packers-Redskins ............... 


RECORD. Won, 29; Lost, 





College Games 
SATURDAY, NOV. 29 


os 


National Pro League 


WINNERS 


ee ee ee ee ee 


Navy 


' 
ne | 


CTT re 
...Marquette 
Miss. 


. FR eer ere er 


ase Stanford 


... SMU 


G0 tO tS GO Or OO Or tO m 60 OO tH 


er 


59; Ties, 10; Percent, .741. 


NOV. 30 


11; Ties, 1; Percent, .725. 








Auburn—Clemson 


Playing at home, Auburn might be 
tough. But the Clemson Tiger should 
overcome that handicap. 





Boston College—Holy Cross 
The annual rough-house of New 
England will find the Boston College 
Eagles trampling the Holy Cross 
Crusaders, 





Fordham—NYU 
Mal Stevens is optimistic, 
that’s all NYU has. 
as it pleases. 


but 


Georgia Tech—Ga. 
Tech just doesn’t have it this year, 
while the Georgia Bulldogs are bow]- 
ward-bound, with Tech no obstacle. 





Marquette—Iowa State 
Iowa State is a weak sister and 
Marquette finally has no trouble in 
being on the long end of the score. 





; _ Miss.—Miss. State 
Bar aiition plays a great part here. 
ut Ole Miss, in its own backyard, 
should get the nod, 


—_—_ 


Nebraska—Oklahoma 
Oklahoma was massacred by 
Missouri, and Nebraska seems to be 
lucky at home. So the latter’s the 
choice, 


Oregon—Oregon State 
Here's another game steeped in 
trddiftion, but Orégon ‘State, on the 
Oasis of its record, should eke if ott 





Fordham to win | 


TCU—SMU 
A tossup affair, with any edge go- 
ing to Southern Methodist because of 
Preston Johnson. 
Tulane—LSU 
The Tulane powerhouse will! grind 
out the touchdowns. 





USC—Wash. 


Southern Cal. gave Notre Dame 


but that was its high 
The huskies 


some trouble, 
point of the 
should be supreme. 


season, 


West Virginia—Michigan State 

The West Virginia Miners will give 
plenty of bruises but won't score as 
often as the Spartans. 


Nat’! Pro League 
Steelers—Dodgers 
The Dodgers avenge the Pittsburgh 
victory of two weeks ago. 





Packers-Redskins 
The Packers should score more 
often than the injury-riddled Red- 
skins. 





Bears—Eagles 
Chicago Bears have a party. 





Pete Christman, incumbent, has 
been reelected president of Omaha 





over Rangeval Oleson, former: presi- 
'dent and veteran member. 


Musicians Association Local No. 70} 











Army Shows 


Continued from page 3 








Jesse Kaye of Fanchon & Marco 
and William Howard of RKO. 

Lastfogel, who had his first meet- 
ing with Army officials on Saturday 
(22), and with his advisory board 
on Monday (24), declared he is pre- 
pared to roll up his sleeves fd 
spend whatever time is necessary to 
do the job. He said he does not 
intend to return to his Coast head- 
quarters for three months. 


Coincidentally with show biz tak- 
ing over the entertainment program, 
Lawrence Phillips, exee secretary of 
CSI, was pushed farther into the 
background. Phillips, a former en- 
gineer, will continue to function in 
that capacity, and thus will in a way 
represent the USO, bug the author- 
ity of Dowling and Lastfogel on all 
angles of the shows, including ex- 
penditures, is understood to be su- 
preme. 


Bankroll 


CSI will start out with a fund of 
$850,000. This is made up of $140,000 
remaining from an’ original USO 
grant of $500,000 last summer for 
mobile shows; $500,000 granted by 
the USO a few weeks ago, and an 


the USO last week. 

No time limit has been set on how 
long this fund is to last. Walter 
Hoving, chairman of the USO board, 
said on Friday (21) he hoped it 
would last until spring, when out- 
door units could again be started. 
Show biz people were less optimistic 
about the five-month stretch to 
spring. 

Hoving said there would be little 
chance of any more money before 
then—the USO will start a new fund- 
raising drive in June. Show biz 
reps on the board weren’t saying so 
publicly, because there’s still the 
hope that Congress will recognize its 
responsibilities on this front, but it 
is known that they are prepared to 
provide coin to prevent collapse of 
the program in mid-season. 


20c Admish 


Twenty cents has now been defi- 
nitely established as the admish 
price to the shows—at least until 
some experience proves that’s too 
much or too little. A large body 
feels that it’s too much for a soldier 
who is making 75c a day. Income 
from admissions is being figured at 
around $200,000 on the $850,000 ap- 
propriated, so that CS] will actu- 
ally have $1,050,000 to spend. 

Lastfogel and other show biz execs 
will work for free. Harry Delmar, 
who has been producing what there 
have been of camp shows since 
spring, will continue as active, full- 
time talent contact and producer. 
Among entertainment people con- 
tributing work will be Oscar Doob, 
Loew’s publicity chief, who will head 
the press setup. 

Performers will be paid Equity 
and AGVA minimums and above, 
Lastfogel declared, but must not ex- | 
pect to get their regular salaries. 


SAG Execs Force Action 


Four SAG execs who came east to 
force action last week returned on 
Saturday (22) are Edward Arnold, 
prez; Kenneth Thomson, exec secre- 
tary; John Lee, press, and Laurence 
Beilinson, counsel, They explained 
that they represented not the SAG, 
but all of Coast and show biz. Among 
authorizations they received was one 
to eggablish a Coast office, which, 
among other things, will operate the 
talent pool to provide name players 








for shows. Arnold will be CSI exec | 
in Hollywood, and Morgan Wallace | 


will be in charge of the office. Some 
of the shows will be cast and pro- 
duced entirely in Hollywood. 

Full CSI board now consists, in | 
addition to Dowling, Arnold, Hoving | 
and Phillips, of Lawrence Tibbett, 
|prez of American Guild of Musical 
| Artists; George J. Schaefer, prez of 
RKO; Morton Downey, prez of 
American Guild of Variety Artists; | 
Mark Woods, v.p. of NBC; Frank | 
Gillmore, prez of Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America; Charles 





Koerner, RKO Theatres head; Joseph | 
H. Hazen, Warner Bros. counsel; 
Henry Jaffe, AGMA, and American 
Federation of Radio Actors’ counsel; 
Lastfogel, representing Artists Man- 
agers Guild; Emily Holt, exec sec of 
AFRA;: Emil Friedlander, theatrical 
costumer; Harper Sibley, prez of 
USO; Bert Lytell, prez of Equity; 
Lee Shubert; Y. Frank Freeman, 
Paramount studio head and prez of 
Association of Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers; Clarence Michalis, Seamen’s 
Bank and a USO exec; Lawrence 
Lohman, v.p. of CBS; Brock Pember- 
ton, legit producer, and Edward 
Johnson, g.m. of the Mefropolifan 
Opera. 


additional $210,000 wheedled from | 





| Temple and held there for a contract 


| gave her a ‘teen semblance from the 


Hwood Fodder Still a Big Worry; 
Stars Beginning to Show Their Age 


Problem of keeping the celluloid 
factories supplied with talent fod- 
der, still the basically all-important 
ingredient in production, is this year 
giving talent scouts a bigger head- 
ache than ever before. 

‘Good actors suitable for pictures,’ 
according to one eastern talent exec, 
‘are virtually impossible to find. 
Most of the good ones are 40 years 
old or more. Most of the younger 
aspirants, from college theatricals, 
community and art theatres, are 
screwballs and stage struck girls.’ 

Clark Gable is still mentioned as 





one of the few exceptions to the | 


age limit for romantic leads, re- 
portedly getting his break when he 
was around 35 when most juveniles 
are on their way out. When first 


ful 


— 


making the studio rounds Gable was 
nixed as looking too much like an 
Italian waiter. 

Pictures today, according to talent 
experts, are sadly in need of youth- 
in leading and 
women, most of the top names get- 
ting too well along in years and 
beginning to show it. Replacements 
for the top spots are not as yet ap- 
parent, however. 

From one talent department comes 
report that around six men, cover- 


virility men 


ing 400 spots from the Atlantic Coast 


| to Chicago, managed to unearth but 
four performers with possibilities 
| during this past year. Questionable, 
also, how many of the four will 
| eventually make the grade. 


| At 20th-Fox the last masculine find 
!was Tyrone Power. 




















a time it seemed no other company 
would gamble with her prospects to 
continue as a possible able dramatic 
actress for the millions of fans who 
still responded to her name and 
recollection of past triumphs, Care- 
fully selected and prepared for her 
maturing talents, ‘Kathleen,’ adapted 
from ‘The Girl On the Hill,’ seems to 
have done the trick. 
Fifty-Fifty 

One goes on, one has dropped out. 
Fifty-fifty. 

Distressing to legions of his former 
admirers and continued well-wishers 
was Jackie Coogan’s failure to bridge 
the hazardous span between his “The 
Kid’ beginnings with Charles Chap- 
lin and the ‘Tom Sawyer’ days with 
Sol Lesser. That was the classic ex- 
ample of juvenile talent which didn’t 
make the grade to grownup survival 
in films. Coogan, battered by many 
troublesome things at the time when 
his gifts needed careful grooming 
and encouragement, went for a time 
into radio and on personal appear- 
ance with Betty Grable, then his 
wife, and at the first call of the draft 
entered the army as a volunteer. 

The moppet survivors are 50 
prominent still that the dropouts 
along the course of years are 
scarcely missed, except for an occa- 
sional inquiry as to what has become 
of so-and-so. More recent recruits 
to the pre-adolescent players have, 
generally, survived better than the 
majority of the starlets. in the silent | 
or early talkers eras. Many of the 
latter, however, still appear at least 
occasionally in pictures, hardly 
recognized as former cinema prodi- 
gies. The current list of talented 
youngsters and ‘cute’ children have a 
better chance than their predecessors 
because they are provided with bet- 
ter vehicles, as a rule. Also because | 
executives chart their course more 
carefully and with more thought to 
tiding these boxoffice assets over for | 
long screen life. 

The Prominent Survivors i 


Most prominent among the sur- | 
vivors are Mickey Rooney, Metro’s 
ace, and Ann Rutherford, another 
Metro star; Jackie Cooper, now be- 
come a dependable and stalwart ac- 


tor, who has appeared in many out- 
standing roles since first he made : 
moppet name as a ready we 

hearttuggers; Virginia Weidler, an 
actress from the first and increas- 


ingly used and appreciated for im- 


portant roles as she grew into young 


womanhood of star calibre; Bonita 
Granville, graduated now into 
glamor and romance roles, and cur- 
rently seen in Metro’s ‘H. M. Pul- 


ham, Esquire’; Jane Withers, appear- 
ing first at 20th-Fox with Shirley 


of increasing importance through 
many pictures; Anne Shirley, RKO’s 
who started at six under the | 
name of Dawn O’Day and has been | 
in films for 17 years; Deanna Durbin, | 
Universal’s singing star and one of | 


tar 
Star, 


| the most important names in pictures 


of any year, who never in a sense 
ever was a moppet, what with her 

. ° . | 
young dignity and stature which | 


first; Edna Mae Jones, lately in| 
20th-Fox ‘Cadet Girl’; June Havoc, | 
Gypsy Rose Lee’s sister, recently 
back on the screen after the span of 
years when she first appéared* as 
Baby June Harold Lloyd in 


with 


Kid Stars’ Teen-Age Grief | 


Continued from page | aa 








several of his best pictures; Anita 
Louise, Helen Parrish, Mitzi Green, 
occasionally in pictures within the 
past few years; Fay McKenzie, with 
Oliver and Hardy until she was nine 
years old, later in stock and now a 
leading lady under contract with 
Gene Autry at Republic; Freddy 
Bartholomew, who did several un- 
forgettable roles as a young lad at 
Metro, and continues to be cast im- 
portantly, now at Columbia. 


Baby LeRoy’s Talents Diverted 


Among those whose talents have 
been diverted into other channels 
are Baby LeRoy, who made his great 
infant hit with Maurice Chevalier in 
‘Paris in Spring’ at Paramount, was 
used in several pictures thereafter, 
then gradually fell away as childish 
charm evolved into a personality the 
studio failed to utilize; Baby Marie 
Osborne who was for a tirne stand-in 
for Ginger Rogers after she grew 
up, and has occasionally done -a 
screen role again; the Mauch Twins, 
remembered in Warners ‘The Prince 
and the Pauper’ and several others, 
now off the screen for several years. 
Mickey Bennett, now 25, for the past 
few years head of the mail room at 
Universal and an assistant director, 
is now doing his draftee bit; Madge 
Evans, who became a grownup star 
and retired voluntarily; Spec O’Don- 
nell, who retired years ago to be- 
come a messenger at Warners, and 
who now returns to the screen for a 





part in Warners ‘Always In My 
Heart.’ 

Among ‘talented youngsters who 
have continued to rate important 


credits during the past few years are 
Terry Kilburn, who did a memorable 
role in ‘Goodbye Mr. ChipS,’ ‘They 
Shall Have Music’ and others; 
Tommy Kelly and Ann Gillis, out- 
standing in D. O. Selznick’s ‘The 
Adventures of Tom Sawyer’; Tommy 
Bupp, with a long list of solid roles. 


Newcomers 


Moppet newcomers, with the 
breaks, and the breakers, ahead of 


| them, some with exceptional talent 


which would seem equal to any 
transitional demand, are Susanna 
Foster, singing star, at Paramount; 
the prodigious Carolyn Lee at the 

me studio; Baby Sandra Lee Hen- 
\ ¢ 1 the scree Since she was &a 
few months old at Universal, and 
Gloria Jean, young singer at the 
ame lot, just approaching her test 
period at the age of 13; the gifted 
and star-calibre Roddy McDowall, 
who shoulders up in 20th-Fox ‘How 
Green Was My Valley’ to display his 


potentialities. 


The late comers in the moppet 
ranks will have it easier than their 


| distinguished predecessors, whether 


they live long or for a limited space 
professionally, because talent scouts, 
production executives, story editors, 
screen playwrights know a little bet- 
ter how to handle the young talent 
which a wrong puff of miscasting or 
bad story or poor support may snuff 
out, or which careful grooming may 
perpetuate into long lived  b.o. 


| prominence. 





Eugene Reinwasser, pianist-ar- 
ranger, has left Deacon Mégore’s ore 


“chestra to’ joint By Jone’s “iin at 


Club Gloria, Columbus,‘O 
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GIRLS_THERES ' 
NOTHING SO IMPORTANT | 
TO CHARM AS SMOOTH, 
EASY-TO-LOOK-AT SKIN ! 
































‘‘“A SCREEN STAR has to have smooth 
skin, but so does any girl who wants 

to be attractive,” says lovely Claudette 

Colbert. This famous Hollywood star 

you how she protects her priceless com- 

plexion with daily Lux Toilet Soap 

ACTIVE-LATHER FACIALS. 


‘Pat the creamy lather lightly in. Use 
warm water to rinse, then cool.” ACTIVE 
lather removes dust, dirt and stale cos- 
metics thoroughly. ‘‘Now see how much 
smoother your skin feels—how fresh it 
looks,’’ she says. 


Why don’t you give your skin the same 
gentle, protecting care famous screen stars 
use for their million-dollar complexions? 
Try these beauty facials for 30 days. See 
what they can do for you! 













| ALWAYS USE 
Lux SOAP_NEVER ) 
NEGLECT My DAILy . — ee - 

FACIAL 
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9 out of 10 
Screen Stars 
use Lux 


Now Showing Locally Toilet Soap 
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